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|} Mr. Seroriron, } © | | 

A im very { find by Diſ- 
q | * (JE 8 1 ae. chat vom Tits 


not thoroughly ſtudied the Nature 
and Force of that Part of abeaute- 
© ous Face, Had you ever been in 
Love, you would have faid ten 
———— 8 « thouſand Things, which it ſeems 
did not occur to you: Do but refle& upon the Nonſenſe 

| © it makes Men the Flames which it is ſaid fo kindle, 
f - ©, the Tranſport it raiſes, the Dejection it cauſes in the ba- 
| « veſt Men; and if you do believe thoſe Things are ex. 
4 — to an Extravagance, yet you will own that the 
; _ + Influence of it is very great which moyes Men to that 


| \ © Extravagance, Certain it is, that the whole Strength of 
' ©. the Mind is ſometimes ſeated there; that a kind 

© imparts all, that a Year's-Diſcourſe could give you, in 
| Ne. Iv. TTC 
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one Moment. What matters it what ſhe ſays to you, 

* ſee how ſhe looks is the age of all who know 
-- + what Love is. When the Mind is thus ſummed up and 
- © expreſſed- in a Glance, did you never obſerve a ſudden 
+ © Joy ariſe in the Countenance of a Lover? Did you ne- 


4 


Ne 252 


ver ſee the Attendance of Years paid, over- paid, in an In- 


_-* ſtant? You a SPECTATOR, and not know that the In- 
- + telligence of Affection is carried on by the Eye only; 
that Good-breeding has made the Tongue falſif the 


Heart, and act a Part of continual Conſtraint, while Na- 


ture has preſerved the Eyes to her ſelf, that ſhe may not 
be diſguiſed or miſrepreſented. The poor Bride can 

give her Hand, and x) T do with a languiſhing Air to 
. the Man the is obligedby-cruel Parents to cake for mer- 


«* cenary Reaſons, but at the ſame Time ſhe cannot look - 


« as if ſhe loved; her Eye is full of Sorrow, and Relu- 
* Rance fits in a Tear, while the Offering of the Sacrifice 
is performed in what we call the Marriage Ceremony. 
« Do you never go to Plays? Cannot — 
« tween the Eyes of thoſe whogo to ſee, from thoſe who 
come to be ſeen? I am a Woman turned of thirty 
am on the Obſervation a little; therefore if you or your 
..« Correſpondent had conſulted me in your Diſco on 
the Eye, I could have told you that the Eye of Leowra 
is lyly watchful while it looks negligent; ſhe Jooks 
round her without the Help of the Glaſſes you ſpeak of 
and yet ſeems to be employed on Objects directly be- 
fore her. This Eye is what affects Chance-medley, and 
on a ſudden, as if it attended to another Thin 
its Charms againſt an Ogler. The, Eye of 
nn Inſtrument of premeditated Munger, but the 1 
being viſible, deſtroys the Execution of it; and with 
much more wag than that of Teonora, it is not half 
e ſo miſchievous. There is a brave Soldiers hter in 
Town, that by her Eye has been the Death of more 
© than ever her Father made fly before him, A beautiful 
Eye makes Silence eloquent, a kind Eye makes Contra- 
diction an Aſſent, an enraged Eye makes Beauty de- 


tanig is 


formed. This little Member 2 Life to every other 


Part about us, and I believe the Story of Argu- implies 
-, more than that the Eye is in every Part, * 
| | * ©» 
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« lay, every other Part would be mutilated, were not its : 
« Force repreſented more by the Eye than even by it ſelf. 
« But this is Heathen Greek to thoſe who have not con- 
« yerſed by Glances. This, Sir, is a in which 
there can be no Deceit, nor -can a_skiltul Obſerver be 
« impoſed upon by Looks even among Politicians and 
« Courtiers, If you do me the Honour to print this a- 
mong your Speculations, I ſhall in my next make 
a Preſent of Secret __ tranſlating all the Looks 
of the next Aſſembly es and Gentlemen into 
Words, to adorn ſome future Paper, I am, 
| SIR 
Your faithful Friend, 
Mary Heartfree, 


Dear My. SPECTATOR, 
C T Have a Sot of a Husband that lives a very ſcandalous 
4 Life, and waſtes away his * and Fortune in 
Debauches; and is immoveable to all the Arguments I 
© can to him. I would gladly know whether in 
«* ſome a Cudgel may not be allowed as a good Fi- 
c 2 of Speech, and whether it may not be lawfully u- 


by a female Orator, | 
. Torr humble Servant, 
| Barbara Crabtree, 


My. SPECTATOR | 

C "TP Hough I am a Practitioner in the Law of ſome - 
«* ſtanding, and have heard many eminent Pleaders 

© in my Time, as well as other eloquent Speakers of both 

« Univerfitics, yet I agree with you that Women are bet- 

ter qualified to ſuected in Oratory than the Men, and 

« believe this is to be reſolved into natural Cauſes. You 

« haye mentioned only the Volubility of their Tongue 

« but what do you think of the- filent Flattery of their 

pretty Faces, and the Perſwaſion which even an inſipid 

6 Diſcourſe carries with it when flowing from beautifu} 

Lips, to which it would be cruel to deny any Thing? 

« K* certain too that they are poſſeſſed of ſome Springs 

« of Rhetorick which * ſuch as Tears, fainting 

1 2 « Fits, 
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* Fits, and the like, which I have ſeen employed upon 
* Occaſion with good Succeſs. You muſt know Tam a 


© plain Man and love my Mony; yet I have a Spouſe who 
* 2 

is ſo great an Orator in this Way, that ſhe draws from 
me what Sums ſhe pleaſes. Every Room in my Houle 

is furniſhed with Trophies of her Eloquenee, rich Ca- 
* binets, Piles of China, Japan Screens, and coſtly Jarrs; 
and if you were to come into my great Parlour, you 
© would fancy your ſelf in an India Warehouſe: des 
* this, ſhe keeps a Squirrel, and I am doubly taxed topay 
for the China he breaks. She is ſeized with periodical 
Fits about the Time of the Subſcriptions to a new Opera, 
and is drowned in Tears after having ſeen any Woman 
« there in finer Cloaths than her ſelf; Theſe are Arts of 
« Perſwaſion purely Feminine, and which a tender Heart 
cannot reſiſt. What I would therefore deſire of you, is, 
to prevail with your Friend who has promiſed to diſ- 
« ſe a Female Tongue, that he would at the fame Time 
give us the Anatomy of a Female Eye, and explain the 
0 8 ings and Sluices which feed it with ſuch ready Sup- 
c vlies of Moiſture; and likewiſe ſhew by what Means, 
« 1f poſſible, they may be ſtopped at A. Expence: 
Or indeed, ſince there is ſomething ſo moving in the 
very Image of weeping Beauty, it would: be worthy his 
Art to provide, that theſe eloquent Drops may no more 
be laviſhed on Trifles, or employed as Servants to their 
6 ee Wills; but reſerved for ſerious Occaſions in 
0 i e, to adorn generous Pity, true Penitence, or real 
Sorrow. . 8 


＋ I am, Ke. 
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Indignor quic reprehendi, non quia eraſſe 
Compoſitum, 3 ſed 2 wn Hor. 


ay HERE is nothing which more denotes a great 
| Mind, than the Abhorrence of Envy and Detracti- 


* | on. This Paſſion reigns more among bad Poets, 
_ than among any other ſet of Men. | 

of AS there are none more ambitious of Fame, than thoſe 
art who are converſant in Poetry, it is very natural for ſuch 


is, as have not ſucceeded in it to depreciate the Works of 
iſe thoſe who have. For ſince they cannot raiſe themſelves 
on to the Reputation of their Fellow-Writers, they muſt en- 
the deavour to fink it to their own Pitch, if they would till 
5 keep themſelves upon a Level with them. 

. THE greateſt Wits that ever were produced in one 
7 Age, lived together in ſo good an Underſtanding, and ce- 
> uh lebrated one another with ſo much Generofity, that each 
1 of them receives an Additional Luſtre from his Contem- 
his porar ies, and is more famous for having lived with Men 
are of ſo extraordinary a Genius, than if he had himſelf been 
heir the ſole Wonder of the Age. I need not tell my Reader, 
um that 1 here point at the Reign of Auguſtus, and I believe « 
real he will be of my Opinion, that neither Virgil nor Horace 
would have gained ſo great a Reputation in the Word,. 

had they not been the Friends and Admirers of each o- 
ther. Indeed all the great Writers of that Age, for whom 
ſingly we have fo great an Eſteem, ſtand up together as 
Vouchers for one another's Reputation. But at the ſame 
time that Virgil was celebrated by Gallus, Propertius, Horace, 
Varius, Nucca and Ovid, we know that Barius and Ma- 
vius were his declared Foes and Calumniators. 

I' Nour own Country a Man ſeldom ſets up for a Poet, 
| without attacking the Reputation of all his Brothers in 
lay the Art. The Ignorance of the Moderns, the Scriblers ot 

7 the Age, the Decay of Poetry, are the Topicks of De- 
E B 3 traction, 
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traction, with which he makes his Entrance into the 

World: But how much mere noble is the Fame that is 

built on Candour and Ingenuity, according to thoſe beau- 

tiful Lines of Sir Jom Denham, in his Poem on Flerchbr's 

Works! ; . 
But whither am I firaid? I need not raiſe 
Trophies to thee from other Mens _ 

4, 


» 


Nor is thy Fame on leſſer Ruins bui 
Nor needs thy juſter Title the foul Guilt 
of "7 Kings, who to ſecure their Reign 
Muſt have their Brothers, Sons, and Kindred ſlain. 
I am ſorry to find that an Author, who is very juſtly 
eſteemed among the beſt Judges, has admitted ſome 
Stroaks of this Nature into a very fine Poem, I mean The 


Art of Criticiſm, which was publiſhed ſome M onths fince - 


and is a er- piece in its Kind. The Obſervations fol- 
low one another like thoſe in Horace s Art of Poetry, with- 
out that methodical Regularity which would have been 
requiſite in a Proſe Author. They are ſome of them un- 
common, but ſuch as the Reader muſt aſſent to, when 


he-ſees them explained with that ce and Perſpicui- 


ty in which they are delivered. As for thoſe which are 
the moſt known, and the moſt received, they are placed 
in ſo beautiful a Light, and illuſtrated with ſuch apt Allu- 
hons, that they have in them all the Graces of Novelty, 
and make the „who was before acquainted with 
them, ſtill more convinced of their Truth and Solidity. 
And here give me leave to mention what Monfieur Boi- 
leau has ſo very well enlarged upon in the Preface to his 
Works, that Wit and fine Writing doth nor conſiſt ſo 
much in advancing Things that are new, as in givi 

things that are known an agreeable Turn. It is impoſſi- 
ble for us, who live in the latter Ages of the World, to 
make Obſervations in Criticiſm, Morality, or in any Art 
or Science, which have not been tou upon by ethers. 
We have little elſe left us, but to repreſent the common 
Senſe of Mankind in more ſtrong, more beautiful, or 


more uncommon Lights. If a Reader examines Horace's 
Art of Poetry, he will find but very few Precepts in it, 


which he may net meet with in Aiftorle, aud which 
; TOY were 


« 
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opinion, that neither Virgil nor Horace would have gain · 
ed ſo great a reputation in the world, had they not been 
the friends and admirers of each other. Indeed all the 
great writers of that age, for whom ſingly we have ſo 
great an eſteem, ſtand up together as vouchers for one an- 
other's reputation. But at the ſame time that Virgii was 
celebrated by Gallus, Propertius, Horace, Varius, Tuc- 
ca and Ovid, we know that Bavius and Mavius were his 
declared foes and calumniators. 

Is our own country a man ſeldom ſets up for a poet, 
without attacking the reputation of all his brothers in the 
art. The ignorance of the moderns, the ſcriblers of the 


age, the decay of poetry, are the topics of detraction, 


with which he makes his entrance into the world : But 
how much more noble is the fame that is built on candour 
and ingenuity, according to thoſe beautiful lines of Sir 
Jobn Denham, in his poem on Fletcher's works? 


But whether am 1 ſiray'd? I need not raiſe 
Trophies to thee from other mens rail 5 
Nor is thy fame on leſſer ruins built, 
Nor needs thy juſter title the foul guilt 
Of Eaſtern kings, who, to ſecure their reign, 
uſt have their brothers, ſons, and kindred Hain. 


IA ſorry to find that an author, who is very juſtly e- 
ſteemed among the beſt judges, has admitted ſome ſtrokes 
of this nature into a very fine poem; I mean The art of 
rd which was publiſhed ſome months ſince, and is 
a maſter-picce in its kind, The obſervations follow one 
another like thoſe in Horace's art of poetry, without that 


- methodical regularity which would have been requiſite in 


a proſe author. They are ſome of them uncommon, but 
ſach as the reader mult aſſent to, when he ſees them ex- 
plained with that elegance and perſpicuity in which they 
are delivered. As for thoſe which are the moſt known, 
and the moſt received, they are placed in ſo beautiful a 
light, and illuſtrated with ſuch apt alluſions, that they have 
in them, all the graces of novelty, and make the reader, 
who was before acquainted with them, ſtill more convinced 
of their truth and ſolidity. And here give me leave to men- 
tion what Monſieur Hoileau has fo very well enlarged upon 
in the preface to his works, that wit and fine writing do 
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not conſiſt ſo much in advancing things that are new, as in 
giviog things that are known an agreeable turn, It is im- 
Mile for us, who live in the later ages of the world, ts. 
make obſervations in criticiſm, morality, or in any art or 
ſcience, which have not been touched upon by others. 
We have little elſe left us, but to repreſent the common 
ſenſe of mankind in more ſtrong, more beautiful, or more 
uncommon lights... if a reader examines Horace's art of 
oetry, he will find but very few precepts-in it, which 
may not meet with in Ariſtotle, and which, were not 
commonly known by all the poets of the Augihtan age. 
His way of expreſſing and applying them, not his inventi- 
on of them, is what we are chiefly to admire. 

Fax this reaſon I thinł there is nothing in the world {6 
tireſome as the works of thoſe critics, who write in à poſi- 
tive dogmatic. way, without either language, genius, or 
imaginatioo. If the reader would ſee how the beſt of the 


Latin critics writ, he may find their manner very beauti- p 
fully deſcribed in the characters of Horace, Pelromius, * 
„ and Longinus, as they are drawn in the eſſay hþ 
of which I am now ſpeaking. n 

SINCE 1 have mentioned Longinus, who in his reflexi- b 
ons has given us the ſame kind of ſublime, which he ob+ a 
ſerves in the ſeveral paſſages that occaſioned them: I can- i 
not but take notice, that our Fugliſhʒ author has after : 


the ſame manner exemplified ſeyeral of his precepts in 
the very precepts themſelves. I ſhall produce two ot 
three inſtances of this kind. Speaking of the inſipid 
ſmoothneſs which ſome readers are ſo much in loye with, 
he has the following verſes. 1 


Theſe equal ſyllables alone require, - 

The” oft the ear the open vowels tire, 

While expletives their fzeble aid do join, 0 
And ten low words oft creep in one dull line. | 


THE gaping of the vowels in the ſecond line, the ex · 
letive do in the third, and che ten monoſyllables in the 
ourth, give ſuch a beauty to this paſſage, às would have 

been very much admired in an antient post The teadet 

may obſerve dhe following lines in the — view. ; 


* 
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a A needleſs Alexandrine ends the ſong, 

That like a wounded ſnake, drags its flow length along. 

1 And afterwards, 

| | "Tis not enough no harſhneſe givet offente, 

| q Te ſound wa ſeem an . the ſenſe. 

C Soft is the ſtrain when Zephyr gently blows, 

And the ſmooth ſtream in ſmoother numbers fows ; 

: But when loud ſurges laſh the ſounding ſhove, 

| - The hoarſe rough verſe ſhould like the torrent rore. 

IWhen Ajax ftrives ſome rock's vaſt weight 19 throw, 
yr line too labours, and the words move flow ; 

| g Not fo, when fruit Camilla ſcours the plain, 

Flies ver the unbending corn, and fhins along the min. 


Tus beautiful diſtich upon Ajax in the foregoing lines, 
puts me in mind of a deſcription in Homer's odyſſey, which 
none of the critics have taken notice of, It is where Si- 
ſ#phus is repreſented lifting his ſtone up the hill, which is 
no ſooner carried to the top of it, but it immediately tum- 
bles to the bottom. This double motion of the ſtone is 
admirably deſcribed in the numbers of theſe verſes z as in 
the four firlt it is heaved up by ſeveral ſpondees intermix- 
ed with proper — — and at laſt trundles down 
in a continual line of dadtyls. | 


2 Kal αον EirvPor £i04i000, xoglig” Af, ix, 
f Adar Hαν vie rwucaey whorIents(. 
"HTa e uus, cunenendve Xigαιν T5 Wooly Thy 
Adv wa abirxs mori , AU r E 
Axger urigen, Tor” arorpr/urks xogTaUIG 
Abrig, irate öh xunviero AA avyaidis. 


/ | Odyſſ. I. 11. 


I turn'd my eye, and as 1 turn'd ſurvey d 
A mournful yition ! the Sy/phian ſhade : 
With many a weary ſtep, and many a grone, 
Up the high hull he heaves a huge round ſtone : 
The huge round (tone, reſulting with a bound, 
Thunders impctuous down, and ſmokes along the 
ground, POPE, 


Vor, IV. 3 
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IT would be endleſs to quote verſes out of Virgil which 
have this particular kind of beauty in the numbers; but 
I may take an occaſion in a future paper to ſhew ſeveral 
of them which have eſcaped the obſervation of others. 

I caxxoT conclude this paper without taking notice 
that we have three poems in our tongue, which are of the 
fame nature, and each of them a maſter - piece in its kind; 
the eſſay on tranſlated verſe, the eſſay on the art of poetry, 
and the eſſay upon criticiſm, C 


L 
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On love of virtue reverence attends, 
But ſenſual pleaſure in our ruin ends, 


WHEN I conſider the falſe impreſſions which are re- 
ceived by the generality of the world, I am troubled 
at none more than a certain levity of thought, which many 
young women of quality have entertained, to the hazard 
of their characters, and the certain misfortune of their 
lives. The firſt of the following letters may beſt repreſent 
the faults I would now point at, and the anſwer to it the 
temper of mind in a contrary character, 


My dear HazrioT, 


F thou art ſhe, but oh how fallen, how changed! what 
an apoſtate! how loſt to all that's gay and agree- 
able! To be married I find is to be buried alive; I can't 
conceive it more diſmal to be ſhut up in a vault to con- 
verſe with the ſhades of my anceſtors, than to be carricd 
down to an old manor-houſe in the country, and con- 
fined to the converſation of a ſober huſband and an 
aukward chamber-maid. For variety I ſuppoſe, you 
may entertain yourſelf with madam in her grogram 
gown, the ſpouſe of your pariſh vicar, who has by this 
time I am ſure well furniſhed you with receipts for mak - 
ing ſalves and poſſets, diſtilling cordial waters, making 
* ſyrups, and applying poultices. 
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gers ſolitade ! 1 wiſh thee joy, my dear, of thy loved 
retirement; which indeed you would perſuade me is very 
agreeable, and diſferent enough from what I have here 
deſcribed: but, child, I am atraid thy brains are a little 
difordered with romances and novels: after ſix months 
marriage to hear thee talk of love, and paint the coun- 
try ſcenes fo ſoftly, is a little exttavagant; one would 
think you lived the hves-of ſylvan denies, or rovred a- 
mong the walks of Paradiſe, like the firit happy pair. 
But pr'ythee leave theſe whimſies, and come to town 
in order to live and talk like other mortals, However, 
as I am extremely intereſted in your reputation, I would 
willingly give you a little good advice at your ſirſt ap- 
arance under the character of a married woman: *tis a 
ittle inſolence in me perhaps, to adviſe a matron ; bur 
am ſo afraid you'll make fo billy a figure as a fond wife, 
that I cannot help warning you not to appear in any 
ublic places with your huſband, and never to ſanter a- 
out St James's Park together: if you preſume to enter 
the ring at Hide-Park together, you are ruined for ever; 
nor mult * take the leaſt notice of one another at the 
play-houſe or opera, unleſs you would be laughed at 
tor a very loving __ molt happily paired in the yoke 
of wedlock. I would recommend the example of an 
acquaintance of ours to your imitation; ſhe is the moſt 
nepligent and faſhionable wife in the world; ſhe is 
hardly ever ſeen in the ſame place with her huſband, 
© and if they happen to meet, you would think them per- 
* fect ſtrangers: the never was heard to name him in his 
+ abſence; and takes care he {hall never be the ſubject of 
ny diſcourſe that the has a ſhare in. I hope you'll propoſe 
* this lady as a pattern, tho' I am very much afraid you'll 
© be ſo filly to think Portia, &c. Sabine and Roman wives 
© mach brighter examples. I with it may never come 
ioto your head ro imitate thoſe antiquated creatures ſo 
far, as to come into public in the habit as well as air of 
a Roman matron, You make already the entertain- 
ment at Mrs Madiſhs tea-table; the ſays, the always 
thought you a diſcreet perſon, and qualified to manage 
© a family with admirable prudence ; the dies to ſee what 
demure and ſerious airs wedlock has given you, but ſhe 
« ſays ſhe ſhall never forgive your choice of ſo gallant a 
B 2 
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man as Hellanour to transform him to a mere ſober 7 the 
*- huſband; *rwas unpardonable: you ſee, my dear, We ag 
all envy your happineſs, and no perſon more than | 
L0H Your humble Servant, 
Bak | IIIA. e 7 
7 24 


D not in pain, good Madam, for my appearance in 6 
K town; I ſhall frequent no public places, or make 0 
any viſits where the character of a modeſt wife is ridi- * 
culous. As for your wild rallery on matrimony, tis all 0 
© hypocriſy; you, and all the handſom young women of « 
5 

i 

„ 

: 

o 


your acquaintance, ſhew yourſelves to no other purpoſe 
* than to gain a conqueſt over ſome man'of worth, in or- 
der to beſtow your charms and fortune on him. There's 
** no indecency in the confeſſion, the defign is modeſt and 
* honourable, and all your affectation can't diſguiſe it. 
© am married, and have no other concern but to pleaſe * 
* the man I love; he is the end of every care I have; if 15 
I dreſs, it is for him; if I read a poem or a play, it is to 
qualiſy myſelf for a converſation agreeable to his taſte: 
* he is almoſt the end of my devotions; half my prayers 
© arc for his happineſs,----I love to talk of him, and never 
hear him named but with pleaſure and emotion, I am ny 


* your friend, and wiſh you happineſs, but am ſorry to ſee 94 
Lo by the air of your letter that there are a ſet of women 0 
* whoaregot into the common-place rallery of everything 6 
that is ſober, decent, and proper: matrimony and the 1 
© clergy are the topics of people of little wit and no un- | 
; dreffanding. I own to you, | have learned of the vi- e 
* car's wife all you tax me with; ſhe is a diſcreet, inge - 
* nious, pleaſant, pious woman: I wiſh ſhe had the hand- . 
4 21 


ling of you and Mrs Modiſh: you would find, if you were 
too free with her, ſhe would ſoon make you as charm- 
ing as ever you were, ſhe would make you bluſh as much 
* as if you never had been fine ladies. The vicar, Ma- 
* dam, is ſo kind as to viſit my huſband; and his agree- 
able converfation has brought him to enjoy many ſober 
* happy hours when even I am ſhut out, and my dear 
* maſter is entertained only with his on thoughts. Theſe 
©. things, dear Madam, : will be laſting ſatisfacions, when 
the fine ladies, and the coxcombs by whom they orm 
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> 8 ridiculous, . 
_ — ne 
| ili Tour moſt bumble Servant, 


8 Mrs $nCTATo R, 


7 * have no goodneſs in the; world, and are not 
5 in earpeſt in any thing you ſay that is ſerious, 4 
ou do not me a plain anlwer to this; I happened 
me days paſt to be at the play, where durin * time of 
—— could not keep my eyes off 1 rom a beau» 
8 ful young ci cature who ſat juſt before me, and WhO I 
have been fincc informed has no fortune. It would ut- 
© terly ruin my reputation ſor diſcretion to. marry ſuch a 
one, and by what I can learn ſhe has a character. of great 
*. modelty, ſo that thete is nothing to be thought on any 
other way. My mind has ever ſince been ſo Wholly bent 
on her, that I am much in danger of doiag ſomething 
very extravagant without your ſpeedy advice to, 


ane SIX, Your maſt humble Servant. 


. aa. len enbwer di alen 
— — * 


Dear C. orreſpondent, 


OULD you marry 5105 leaſe other: le or 
* ourſelf P'S: : peo T 


14) 


Mary Home, 


"© /_ a. 
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| "Lathe amore tumes! ſunt certa piacula, que te 
TM Ter pur? lecke poterunt recreare Mello. 
e enen 1. v3; 


uit ATED.) 
— — there are rhymes auhich ( freſh and freſo apply'd) 
Mili cure * 2 puppy of bis . Port. 


T2 ts abſtractedly from 10 paſſions, is 

of a remiſs and ſedentary nature; flow in ics refolves 

and lavguilhing- in its executions, - The uſe therefore of 
B 3 
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Fons is to ſtir it up, and to put it upon action, to 
en the underſtanding, to enforce the will, an to 


7 
the 
AW 
make the whole man more vigorous and attentive in the 
roſecution of his deſigns. As this is the end of the paſ- 
Bons in general, ſo it is particularly of ambition, which 
puſhes the ſoul to ſuch actions as are apt to procure ho- 
nour and reputation to the actor. But if we carry our re» 
flexions * i we may diſcover farther ends of Provi - 
dence in implanting this paſſion in mankin da. 
IT was neceſſary for the world, that arts ſhould be in- 
veated and improved, books written and tranſmitted to 
polterity, nations conquered and civilized : now ſince the 
proper and * motives to theſe and the like great 
actions, wou 
be but ſmall improvements in the world, were there not 
ſome common principle of action working equally with 
all men. And ſuch a principle is ambition or a deſire of 
fame, by which great endowments are not ſuffered to lye 
idle and uſeleſs to the public, and many vicious men, overs 
reached, as it were, and engaged contrary to their natu- 
ral inclinations in a glorious and laudable courſe of action. 
For we may farther obſerve, that men of the greateſt) a - 


bilities are moſt fired with ambition: and that on the con« «- 
trary, mean and narrow minds are the leaſt actuated by 


it; whether it be that a man's ſenſe of his own incapa- 
cities makes him deſpair of coming at fame, or that he 
has not enough range of thought to look out for any good 
which does not more immediately relate to his intereſt or 
convenience, or that Providence, in the very frame of his 
ſoul, would net ſubje& him to ſuch a paſhon as would be 
uſeleſs to the world, and a torment to himſelf, | 
WERE not this deſire of fame very ſtrong, the diffi 
culty of obtaining it, and the danger of loſing it when ob- 
tained, would be ſufficient to deter a man from ſo vain a 
purſuit, | EV 
Ho w few are there who are furniſhed with abilities ſuf- 
ficient to recommend their actions to the admiration of the 


world, and to r themſelves from the reſt of man- 
kind? Providence for the moſt part ſets us upon a level, 
and obſerves a kind of proportion in its diſpenſations to- 


wards us. If it renders us perfect in one accompliſhment, 


it generally leaves us defecure.in another, and ſeems cate- 


only influence virtuous minds; there would 


No 255. 
ful rath 
deſicien 
one em 

ANU 
nature; 
are the 
prequd 
diſcert 


No 259. Tas' SPECTATOR. 19 e 


2 ful rather of preſerving every perſon from being mean and 
deficient. in his qualitications, than of making any ſingle 
one eminent or extraordinary. n rat goa Of ah 
AyD among thoſe who arc the moſt richly endowed by 
nature, and accompliſhed by their own induſtry, how few © 
are there whoſe virtues are not obſcured by the ignotance, 
prejudice or envy of their beholders ? Some men eannot 
diſcern between a noble and a mean action. Others are 
apt to attribute them to ſome falſe end or intention: and 
others purpoſely miſrepreſent or put a wrong interpreta» 
tion on them, Narr 
Bur the more to enforce this conſideration, we may 
obſetve that thoſe are generally molt unſucceſsful in their 
purſuit after fame, who are molt deſirous of obtaining it. 
It is Saluſts remark upon Cato, that the leſs he coveted 
glory, the more he acquired it, AP) 
Max take an ill · natured pleaſure in croſſing our inclina - 
tions, and diſappointing us in what our hearts are moſt ſet 
upon. When therefore they have diſcovered the paſſion- 
ate deſire of fame in the ambitions man, (as no temper of 
mind is more apt to ſhew itlelf) they become ſparing and 
reſerved in their commendations, they envy him the ſatiſ- 
faction of an applauſe, and look on their praiſes rather as 
a kindneſs done to his perſon, than as a tribute paid to his 
merit. Others who are free from this natural perverſe- ' 
neſs of temper grow wary in their praiſes of one, who 
ſets too great a value on them, leſt they ſhould raiſe him 
too high in his own imagination, and by conſequence re- 
moye him to a greater diſtance from themſelves. a 
Bur farther, this delire of fame naturally betrays the 
ambitious man into ſuch indecencies as are a lefſening to 
his reputation. He is ſtill afraid left any of his actions 
ſhould be thrown away in private, leſt his deſerts ſhould 
be concealed from the notice of the world, or receive any 
diſadvantage from the reports which others make of them. 
This often ſets him on empty boaſts and oſtentations of 
himſelf, and betrays: him into vain fantaſtic recitals of 
his own-performances : his dicourſe . leans one 
way, and, whatever is the ſubject of it, tends obliquely 
either to the detracting from others, or tothe extolling of 
himſelf, Vanity is the natural weakneſs of an ambitious 
man, which ex poſes him to the ſecret ſcorn and derilion 
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of thoſe he conyerſes with, and ruins the character he is ſo 
induſtrious to advance by it. For tho” his actions are ne- 
ver ſo glorious, they loſe their luſtre when they are drawn 
at large, and ſet to ſhow by his own hand; and as the 
world is more apt to find fault than to commend, the boaſt 
will probably be cenſured when the great action that oc- 
caſioned it is forgotten. | ö 
BESsIDEs, this very defire of fame is looked on as a 
meanneſs and imperfection in the greateſt character. A ſo- 
lid and ſubſtantial greatneſs of foul looks down with a ge- 
nerous neglect on the cenſures and applauſes of the multi- 
tude, and places a man. beyond the little noiſe and ſtrife of 
tongues. Accordingly we find in ourſelves a ſecret awe 
and veneration for the character of one who moves above 
us in a regular and illuſtrious courſe of virtue, without 
any regard to our good or ill opinions of him, to our re- 
roaches or commendations. As on the contrary it is uſual 
rus, when we would take off from the fame and repu- 
tation of an action, to aſcribe it to vain glory, and a de- 
fire of fame in the ator, Nor is this common judgment 
and opinion of mankind ill founded, for certainly it de- 
notes no great bravery of mind to be worked up to any 
noble action by ſo ſelhſh a motive, and to do that out of 
a deſire of fame, which we could not be prompted to b 
a diſintereſted love to mankind, or by a generous paſſion 
for the glory of him that made us. * 
Tuvus is fame a thing difficult to be obtained by all, 
but particularly by thoſe who thirſt after it, ſince m6ſt 
men have ſo much cither of ill nature, or of warineſs, as 
not to gratify or ſooth the vanity of the ambitious man, 
and fince this very thirſt after fame naturally betrays him 
into ſuch indecencies as are a leſſening to his i eputation, and 
is itfelf looked upon as a weakneſs in the greateſt cha · 
racters. : 
Is the next place, fame is eaſily loſt, and as difficult to 
be _ ved as it was at firſt to be acquired. But this 1 
ſhall make the ſubject of a following paper. W 
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Deſre of fame by virtuous ways is creſt, 
Hard to be gain d, and caſ to be loſt. 


HERE are _ paſſions and tempers of mind which 

naturally diſpoſe us to depreſs and villify the merit of 
one riſing in the eſteem of mankind. All thoſe who made 
their entrance into the world with the fame advantages, 
and were once looked on as his equals, are apt to think 
the fame of his merits a reflexion on their own indeſerts; 
and will therefore take care to reproach him with the ſcan- 
dal of ſome paſt action, or derogate from the worth of the 
preſent, that they may (till keep him on the ſame level 
with themſelves. The like kind of conſideration often ſtirs 
up the envy of ſuch as were once his ſuperiors, who think 
it a detraQtion from their merit to ſee another get ground 
upon them and overtake them in the purſuits of glory; 
and will therefore endeavour to fink his reputation, that 
they may the better preſerve their own, Thoſe who were 
once his equals envy and defame him, becauſe they now 
ſee him their ſuperior; and thoſe who were once his ſu- 
periors, becauſe they look upon him as their equal. 

Bo r farther, a man whoſe extraordinary reputation thus 
lifts him up to the notice and obſervation of mankind, 
draws a multitude of eyes upon him that will narrowly in- 
ſpe every part of him, conſider him nicely in all views, 
and not be a little pleaſed when they bave taken him in the 
worſt and molt diſadvantageous light. There are many 
Who find a pleaſure in contradicting the common reports of 
fame, and in ſpreading abroad the weakneſs of an exalt- 
ed character. They publiſh their ill-natur'd diſcoveries, 
with a ſecret pride, and applaud themſelves for the ſingu- 
larity of their judgment which has ſearched deeper than o- 
thers, detected what the reſt of the world have overlook- 
ed, and found a flaw in what the generality of mankind ad- 
mires. Others there ate who proclaim the errors and in · 
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firmities of a great man with an inward ſatis faction and 
complacency, if they diſcover none of the like errors and 
inſirmities in himlelves; for while they are expoſing an- 
other's weakneſſes, they are tacitly aiming at their own 
commendations, who are not ſubject to the like infirmities, 
and are apt to be tranſported with a ſecret kind of vanity to 
ſee themſelves ſuperior in ſome reſpects to one of a ſublime 
and celebrated reputation. Nay, it very often happens, 
that none are more induſtrious in publiſhing the blemiſhes 
of an extraordinary reputation; than ſuch as lye open to 
the ſame cenſures in their own characters, as either hoping 
to excuſe their own defects by the authority of ſo high an 
example, or raiſing an imaginary applauſe to themſelves for 
reſembling a perſon of an exalted reputation, tho? in the 
blameable parts of his character. If all theſe ſecret ſprings 
of detraction fail, yet very often a vain oſtentation of 
ſets a man on attacking an eſtabliſhed name, and ſacrificing 
it to the mirth and laughter of thoſe about him. A ſatire 
or a libel on one of the common ſtamp, never meets with 
that reception and approbation among its readers, as what 
is aimed at a perſon whoſe merit places him upon an emi» 
nence, and gives him a more conſpicuous figure among 
men. Whether it be that we think it ſhews greater art to 
expoſe and turn to ridicale a man whoſe character ſeems 
fo improper a ſubje& for it, or that ve are pleaſed by 
ſome implicit kind of revenge to ſee him taken down and 
humbled in his reputation, and in ſome meaſure reduced 
to our own rank, who had ſo far raiſed himſelf above us 
in the reports and opinions of mankind. oY! 
Tuus we ſee how many dark and intricate motives 
there are to detraction and defamation, and how many ma« 
licious ſpies are ſearching into the actions of a great man, 
who is not always the beſt prepared for ſo narrow an in- 
ſpection. For we may 1 obſerve, that our admĩ- 
ration of a famous man leſſens upon our nearer acquaint- 
ance with him; and that we ſeldom hear the deſcription of 
a celebrated perſon, without a catalogue of ſome notorious 
weakneſſes and infirmities. The exon may be, becauſe 
any little ſlip is more conſpicuous and obſervable in his 
conduct than in another's, as it is not of a piece with the 
reſt of his character, or becauſe it is impoſſible for a man at 
the ſame time to be attentive to the more important part of 
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his life, and to keep a watchful eye over all the inconſi · 


derable circumſtances of his behaviour and converſation; 
or becauſe, as we have before obſerved, the ſame temper 
of mind which inclines us to a deſite of fame, naturally 
betrays us into ſuch ſlips and unwarineſſes as are not inci- 
dent to men of a contrary diſpoſition. 

AFTER all it mult be confeſled, that a noble and trium - 
phant merit often breaks through and diſpates theſe little 
{pots and ſullies in its reputation; but if by a miſtaken pur- 
{uit after fame, or through human infirmity, any falſe ſt 
be made in the more momentous concerns of life, the 
whole ſcheme of ambitious deſigns is broken and diſap- 
pointed. The ſmaller (tains and blemiſhes may die away 
and diſappear amidſt the brightneſs that ſurrounds them; 
but a blot of a deeper nature calts a ſhade on all the other 
beautics, and darkens the whole character, How difficult 
therefore is it to preſerve a great name, when he that has 
acquired it is ſo obnoxious to ſuch little weakneſſes and in» 
ſumities as are no ſmall diminution to it when diſcovered, 
eſpecially when they are ſo induſtriouſly proclaimed, and 
aggravated by ſuch as were once his ſuperiors or equals z 
by ſuch as would ſet to ſhow their judgment or their wit, 
and by ſuch as are guilty or innocent of the ſame flips or 
miſconducts in their own behaviour? 

Bur were there none of theſe diſpoſitions in others to 
' cenſure a famous man, nor any ſuch miſcarriages in him- 
ſelf, yet would he meet with no ſmall trouble in keeping 

up his reputation in all its height and ſplendor, There 
muſt be always a noble train of actions to preſerve his 
| fame in life and motion. For when it is once at a ſtand, 

| it naturally flags and languiſhes. Admiration is a very 
ſhort · liy d paſſion that immediately decays upon growin 
familiar with its object, unleſs it be ſtill fed with fre 
diſcoveries, and kept alive by a perpetual new ſucceſſion 
of miracles riſing up to its view. And even the greateſt 
actions of a —— perſon labour under this diſadvan- 
tage, that however ſurpriſing and extraordinary they may 
be, they are no more than what are expected from him; 
but on the contrary, if they fall any thing below the opi- 
nion that is conceived of him, tho' they might raiſe the 
reputation of another, they are a diminution to 44s, 
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- = Oxt would think there ſhould be ſomething wonder- 
fully pleaſing in the poſſeſſion of fame, that, notwithſtan- 


ding all theſe mortifying conſiderations, can engage a 
- man in ſo deſperate a purſuit; and yet if we conſider the 


titude of diſquietudes to which the deſire of it ſubjects an 


fee ſo many reſtleſs candidates for glory. | 

Auntrio raiſes a ſecret tumult in the ſoul, it inflames 
the mind, and puts it into a violent hurry of thought: it 
is ſtill reaching after an empty imaginary good, that has 
not in it the power to abate or ſatisfy ir, Moſt other er 4 
we long for can allay the cravings of their proper ſenſe, 
and for a while ſet the appetite at reſt ; but fame is a good 
ſo wholly foreign to our natures, that we have no faculty 
in the ſoul adapted to it, nor any organ in the body to re- 
liſh it; an object of deſire placed out of the poſſibility of 
fruition. It may iadced fill the mind for a while with a 
giddy kind of pleaſure, but it is ſuch a pleaſure as makes 
a man reſtleſs and uneaſy under it, and which does not fo 
much ſatisfy the preſent thirſt, as it excites freſh defires, 
and ſets the ſoul on new enterpriſes, For how few ambi- 
tious men are there, who have got as much fame as they 
deſired, and whoſe thirſt after it has not been as eager in 
the very height of their reputation, as it was before they 
became known and eminent among men? There is not 
any circumſtance in Cæſar's character which gives mea 
greater idea of him, than a ſaying which Cicero tells us 
he frequently made uſe of in private converſation, That 
he was ſatisfied with his ſhare of life and fame. St ſa- 
tis vel ad naturam, vel ad gloriam vexiſe, Many indeed 
have given over their purſuits 'after fame, but that has 
oceeded either from the diſappointments they have met 
in it, or from their experience of the little pleaſure which 
attends it, or from the berter informations or natural cold- 
neſs of old age; but ſeldom from a full ſatisfaction and 
acquieſcence in their preſent enjoyments of it. | 
Nor is fame only unſatisfying in itſelf, but the'defire 
of it lays us open to many accidental troubles which thoſe 
are free from who have no ſuch a tender regard for it. 
How often is the ambitious man caſt down and diſappoints 
ed, if he reccives no praiſe where he expected it j Nay, 


little happineſs that attends a great character, and the mul- | 


ambitions mind, one would be ſtil] the more ſurpriſed to 
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how often is he mortiſied with the very praiſes he receives, 
i = do not riſe ſo high as he thinks they ought, which 
C 
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they ſeldom do unleſs incrcaſed by flattery, ſince few ʒuen 

have ſo good an opinion of us as we have of ourſelves ? 

But if the ambitious man can be ſo much grieved even with 

praiſe itſelf, how will he be able to bear up under ſcandal 

and defamation? For the ſame temper of mind which 

trickes him defirc fame, makes him hate reproach, If he 

can be tranſported with the extraordinary praiſes of men, 

he will be as much dejected by their cenſures. How 
little therefore is the happineſs of an ambitious man, who 
ves every one a dominion over it, who thus ſubjects him- 
Ef to the good or ill ſpeeches of others, and puts it in 
the power of everv malicious tongue to throw him into a 
fit of melancholy, and deſtroy his natural reſt and repoſe 
of mind? eſpecially when we conſider that the werld is 
more apt to cenſure than applaud, and himſelf fuller of 
imperfections than virtucs. 

r may further ebſerve, that ſuch a man will be more 
pricved for the loſs of fame, than he could have been 
pleaſed with the enjoyment of it. For tho? the preſence 
of this imaginary good cannot make us happy, the ab · 
ſence of it may make us miſerable : becauſe in the enjoy · 
ment of an object we only find that ſhare of pleaſure which 
it is capable of giving us, but in the loſs ot it we do not 
proportion our grief to the real value it bears, but to the 
valuc our fancics and imaginations ſet upon it. 

So inconſiderable is the ſatisfaction that fame brings 
along with at, and ſo great the diſquietudes to which it 
makes vs liable. The defire of it ſtirs up very uncaſy 
motions in the mind, and is rather inflamed than ſatisfied 
by the prefence of the thing deſired. The enjoyment of 
it brings but very little pleaſure, though the loſs or want 
of it be very ſenſible and afflicting; and even this little 
happineſs is ſo very precarious, that t wholly depends on 
the will of others. We are not only tortured by the re» 
proaches which are offcred us, but are diſappointed by 
the ſilence of men hen it is unexpected; and humbled 
even by their praiſes, C 
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N Number ſeals the eye of Providence, 


Preſent to every action we commence. 


E I might not loſe myſelf upon a ſubject of fo 
great extent as that of fame, I have treated it in a 
particular order and method. I have ſirſt of all conſidered 
the reaſons why providence may have implanted in our 
mind ſuch a principle of action. I have in the next place 
ſhewn from many conſiderations; Fir{t, that fame is a 
thing difficult to be obtained, and eafily loſt; Secondly, 
that 1t brings the ambitious man very little happineſs, but 
ſubjects him to much uneaſineſs and diſſatisfaction. I ſhall 
in the laſt place ſhew, that it hinders us from obtaining an 
end which we have abilities to acquire, and which is ac+ 
eompanied with fulneſa of ſatisfaction. I need not tell 
my reader, that I mean by this end that happineſs which 
is reſerved for us in another world, which every one has 
abilities to procure, and which will bring along with it 
fulneſs of joy and pleaſures for evermore. 

How the purſuit after fame may hinder us in the attains 
ment of this great end, I ſhall leave the reader to collect 
from the three following conſiderations, Nr 

FIRST, Becauſe the ſtrong deſire of fame breeds ſes 
vera] vicious habirs in the mind. | | | 

SECONDLY, Becauſe many of thoſe actions, which 
are apt to procure fame, are not in their nature conducive 
to this our ultimate happineſs. tg '2 

THIRDLY, Becauſe if we ſhould allow the ſame ati» 
ons to be the proper inſtruments, both of acquiring fame, 
and of procuring this happineſs, they woyldnevertheleſs 
fail in the attainment of this laſt end, if they proceeded 
from a deſire of the firſt, 
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Tust three propoſitions are ſelf-evident to thoſe who 
are verled in ſpeculations of morality, For which reaſon 
t ſhall not enlarge upon them, but proceed to a point of 
the ſame nature, which may open to us a more uncom- 
mon field of ſpeculation. 

Fon what has already been obſerved, I think we may 
have a natural concluſion, that it is the greatelt folly to 
ſeck the praiſe or approbation of any being, beſides the 
Supreme, and that for theſe two reaſons; becauſe no o- 
ther being can-make a right judgment of us, and efteem 
us according to our merits; and becauſe we can procure 
no conſiderable benefit or advantage from the eſteem and 
approbation of any other being. Le oh 

Ix the firſt place, no other being can make a right judꝑꝝ 
ment of us, and eftcem us according to our merits, / Crea- 
ted beings ſee nothing but our outſide, and can therefore 
only frame a judgment of us from our exterior actions and 
behaviour: — how unfit theſe are to give us a right no- 
non of each other's perfections, may appear from ſeveral 
conſiderations. There are many virtues, which in their 
own nature are incapable of any outward repreſentation : - 
many ſilent perfections in the ſoul of a good man, which 
ate great ornamepts to human nature, but not able to diſ- 
cover themſelves to the knowledge of others; they are 
tranſacted in private, without noiſe or ſhow, and are only 
viſible to the great ſearcher of hearts. What actions can 
expreſs the entire purity of thought which refines and ſanc · 
ties a virtuous man? that ſecret reſt and contentedneſa 
of raiad, which gives him a perfect enjoyment of his pre- 
ſent condition; that inward pleaſure and complacency, 
which he feels in doing good; that delight and ſatisfac - 
tion which he takes in the proſperity and happineſs of an- 
other? Theſe and the like virtues are the hidden beauties 
of a ſoul, the ſecret graces which cannot be diſcovered by 
a mortal eye, but make the foul lovely and precious in his 
fight, from whom no ſecrets are concealed. Again, there 
are many virtues which want an opportunity of exerting 
and ſhe wing themſelves in actions Every virtue requires 
time and place, a proper object and a fit conjuncture of cir- 
cumltances, for the due exerciſe of it. A ſtate of poverty 
obſcures all the virtues of liberality and munificence. The 
patience and fortitude of a martyr ot confeffor lye concealed 
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in the flouriſhing times of Chriſtianity, Some virtues are 
only ſeen in affliction, and ſome in proſperity ; ſome in a 
private, and others in a public capacity. But the great 
Sovereign of the world beholds every perfection in its ob- 
ſecurity, and not only ſees what we do, but what we would 
do. He views our behaviour in every concurrence of af- 
fairs, and ſees us engaged in all the poſſibilities of action. 
He diſcovers the martyr and confeſſor without the trial of 
flames and tortures, and will hereafter intitle many to the 
reward of actions, which they had never the opportunity 
of performing. Another reaſon why men cannot form a 
right judgment of us is, becauſe the ſame actions may be 
aimed at different ends, and ariſe from quite contrary prin» - 
ciples. Actions are of ſo mixt a nature, and ſo full of cir- 
cumſtances, that as men pry into them more orleſs, or ob- 
ſerve ſome parts more than others, they take different 
hints, and put contrary interpretations on them; ſo that 
the fame actions may repreſent a man as hypoerinical and 
deſigning to one, which makes him appear a ſaint or hero 
to another. He therefore who looks upon the ſoul through 
its outward actions, often ſees it through a deceitful me- 
dium, which is apt to diſcolour and pervert the object: ſo 
that on this account alſo, He is the only proper judge of 
our perfections, who does not gueſs at the ſincerity of our 
iatentions from the goodneſs of our actions, but weighs the 
goodneſs of our actions by the ſincerity of our intentions, 
But further; it is impoſhble for outward actions to re- 
preſent the perfections of the ſoul, becauſe they can never 
thew the (ſtrength of thoſe principles from whence they 
proceed. They are not adequate expreſſions of our virtues, 
and can only ſhew us what habits are in the ſoul, without 
diſcovering the degree and perfection of ſuch habits. They 
are at beſt but weak reſemblances of our intentions, faint 
and imperſe copies that may acquaint us with the general 
delign, but can never expreſs the beauty and life of the 
original, But the great Judge of all the earth knows every 
different ſtate and degree of human improvement, from 
thoſe weak ſtirrings and tendencies of the will which have 
not yet formed themſelves into regular purpoſes and de- 
figns, to the laſt entire finiſhing and conſummation of a 
good habit. He beholds the firlt imperfect rudiments of a 
Virtuc in the ſoul, and keeps a watchful eye over it ia all 
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its progreſs, till it has received every grace it is capable 
of, and appears in its full beauty and perfection. Thus 
we ſee that none but the Sopreme Being can eſteem us 
according to our proper me: its, ſince all others muſt judge 
of us from our outward actions, which can never give them 
a juſt eſtimate of us, ſince there are many perfections of a 
man which are not capable of appearing in actions; many 
which, allowing no natural incapacity of den thems 
ſelves, want an opportunity of doing it; or ſhould they 
all meet with an opportunity of appearing by actions, yet 
thoſe actions may be miſinterpreted; and applied to wrong 
principles; or tho” they plainly diſcovered the principles 
from whence they proceeded, they could never ew the 
degree, ſtrength and perfection of thoſe principles. 

AND as the Supreme Being is the only proper judge of 
our petfedions, ſo is he the only ft rewarderot them, This 
is a conlideration that comes home to our intereſt, as the 
other adapts itſelf to our ambition. And what could the 
molt afpiring, or the moſt ſelſiſn man deſire more, were 
he to form the notion of a beipg to whom he would re- 
commend himſelf, than fach a knowledge as can aifcover 
the leaſt appearance of perfection in him, and ſuch a good - 
neſs as will proportion a reward to it? 

LeT the ambitions man therefore turn all his deſire of 
fame this way; and, that he may propoſe to himſelf a fame 
worthy of his ambition, let hun conſider that if he em 
ploys his abilities to the beſt advantage, the time will 
come when the Supreme Governor of the world, the great 
Judge of mankind, who feces every degree of perfection in 
others, and poſſeſſes all poſfible perfection in himſelf, 

mall proclaim his worth before men and angels, and pro- 
nounce to him in the preſence of the whole creation that 
beſt and molt ſigniſic ant of applauſcs, Hell dane, thou good 
and faithful ſervant, enter theu into thy Maſter's joy. | 
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Divide et impera. 


Divide and rule. 


JLEASURE and recreation of one kind or other are 
abſolutely neceſſary to relieve our minds and bodies 
from too conſtant attention and labour: where therefore 
ublic diverſions are tolerated, it behoves perſons of di- 
Mochon, with their power and example, to preſide over 


the corruption of manners, or which is too mean or trivial 
for the entertainment of reaſonable creatures. As to the 
diverſions of this kind in this town, we owe them to the 
arts of poetry and muſic: my own private opinion, with 
relation to ſuch recreations, I have heretofore given with 
all the frankneſs imaginable; what concerns thoſe arts at 
preſent the reader ſhall have from my correſpondents, 
The firſt of the letters with which I acquit myſelf for 
this day, is written by one who propoſes to improve our 
entertainments of dramatic poetry, and the other comes 
from three perſons, who, as ſoon as named, will be thought 
capable of advancing the preſent ſtate of muſic. 


Mr SetcTATOR, 

A conſiderably obliged to you for your ſpeedy pu- 
* | blication of my laſt in yours of the 18th inſtant, and 
© am in no ſmall hopes of being ſettled in the poſt of 
© comptreller of the cries. Of all the objections I have 
* hearkened after in public coffee-houſes, there is but one 
* that ſeems to carry any weight with it, viz. that ſuch. a 
* poſt would come too near the nature of a monopoly, 
Now, Sir, becauſe 1 would have all ſorts of people made 
© eaſy, and being willing ro have more ſtrings. than'one 

to my bow, in cafe that of comptroler ſhould fail me, 

I have ſince formed another project, which, being ground» 
ed on the dividing a preſent monopoly, I hape will give 
the public an equivalent to their full content. You know, 


** 


them in ſuch a manner as to check any thing that tends ta 


Sir, it is allowed that the bulinels of the (tage is, as the 
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Latin has it, jucunda et idonea dicere vite, Now there 
being but one dramatic theatre licenſed for the delight 
and profit; of this extenſive metropolis, I dohumbly pro- 
poſe, for the convenience of ſuch, of its inhabitants as are 
too diſtant from Covent-Garden, that another theatre of 
eaſe may be erected in ſome ſpacious part of the city 
and that the direction thereof may be made a tranchiſe 
in fee to me, and my heirs for ever. And that the town 
may have no jealouly of my ever coming to an union 
with the ſer of actors now in being, 1 do further pro - 
poſe to conſtitute for my deputy my near kinſinan and 
adventurer Ait Crotchet, whole long experience and im- 
provements in thoſe affairs need no recommendation. 
Twas obvious to every ſpectator what a quite diſferent 
foot the ſtage was upon during his government; and 
had he not been bolted oat of his trap-doors, his gar- 
riſon might have held out for ever, he having by long 
pains and perſeverance arriv'd at the art of making his 
army fight without pay or proviſions. I maſt confels it, 
with a melancholy amazement, I ſee ſo wonderful a ge- 


* nius laid afide, and the late ſlaves of the {tage now be- 


bcome its maſters, dunces that will be ſurc to ſuppreſs all 
theatrical entertainments and activities that they are not 
able themſelves to ſhine in! | 

* EvERy man that goes to a play is not obliged to have 
either wit or underſtanding; and I infitt upon it, that 
all who go there ſhould fee ſomething which may im- 
prove them in a way of which they are capable. In ſhort, 
Sir, 1 would have ſomething done as well as ſaid on the 
ſtage.” A man may have an active body, though he has 
not a quick conception; for the imitation therefore of 
ſuch as are, as I may fo ſpeak, corporeal wits or nimble 
fellows; I would fain aſk any of the preſent miſmanagers, 
why ſhould not rope-dancers, vaulters, tumblers, ladder- 
walk rs, and poſture- makets appear again on our [tage ? 


After ſuch a repreſentation, afive-bar gate would be leap- 


ed witk a better grace next time any of the audience 
went a hunting. Sir, theſe things cry loud for refor- 
mation, and fall properly under the province of SR c- 
TATOR General; but how indeed ſhould it be other» 
ways, while fellows (that for twenty years together were 
never paid but as their maſter was in the humour) now 
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* preſume to pay others more than ever they had in their 
a — and in contempt of the practice of perſons of con- 
dition, have the inſolence to owe no tradeſman a far- 
* thing at the end of the week. Sir, all I propoſe is the 
© public good; for no one can imagine I ſhall ever get a 
private ſhilling by it: therefore I hope you will recom- 
mend this matter in one of your this week's papers, and 
© defire when my houſe opens, you will accept the liberty 
«© of it for the trouble you have received from, * 


5 SIX, 

P. S. I have aſſurances - Your humble Servant, 
that the trunk-maker 
will declare for us. Ralrn CROTCHET, 


Mr Sex:ctartoR, | 
8 E whoſe names are ſubſcribed, think you the pro- 
s pereſt perſon to ſignify what we have to offer the 
* town in behalf of ourſclves, and the art which we pro- 
« fels, mufic. We conceive hopes of your favour from the 
« ſpeculations on the miſtakes which the town run into 
* with regard to their pleaſare of this kind; and believing 
* your method of judging is, that you conſider muſic on- 
* Iy valuable, as it is agreeable to, and heightens the pur · 
* polc of poetry, we conſent that that is not only the true 
* way of reliſhing that picaſure, but alſo, that without it 
a a compoſure of muſic is the ſame thing as a poem, where 
* all the rules of poctical numbers are obſeryed, tho' the 
* words have no ſenſe cr meaning; to ſay it ſhorter, mere 
* mulical ſounds are in our art no other than nonſenſe- 
« verles are in poetry. Muſic therefore is to aggravate: what 
is intended by poetry ; it mult always have ſome paſſion 
* or ſentiment to expreſs, or elſe violins, voices, or any 
other organs of ſound, afford an entertainment very little 
© above. the rattles of children, It was from this opinion 
© of the matter, that when Mr Clayton had ſiniſhed his 
* ſtudies in Italy, and brought over the opera. of Anse, 
that Mr Ham and Mr Dieupart, who had the honour 
to be well known and received among the nobility, and 
* gentry, were zealouſly inclined to aſliſt, by their, ſolici- 
* tations, in introducing ſo elegant an entertainment as 


the Lalian mulic grafted upon Ergli/hopoctry. For this 
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veral opportunities, promoted the introduction of A- 
noe, and did it to the beſt advantage fo great a novelty 
would allow. It is not proper to trouble you with par- 
ticulars of the juſt complaints we All of us have to make; 
but ſo it is, that without regard to our obliging pains, 
we are all ſet aſide in the preſent opera. Our 
application therefore to you is only to inſert this letter 
in your papers, that the town may know we have all 
three joined together to make entertainments of-mulic 
for the future at Mr Clayton's houſe in York-buildings. 
What we promiſe ourſelves, is, to make a ſubſcription of 
two guineas, for eight times; and that the entertainment, 
with the names of the authors of the poctry, may be print- 
ed, to be ſold in the houſe, with an account of the ſe- 
veral authors of the vocal as well as the inſtrumental mu- 
lic for each night; the money to be paid at the receipt 
of the tickets, at Mr Carles Lillie's. It will, we hope, 
Sir, be eaſily allowed, that we are capable of undertak- 
ing to exhibit by our joint force and different qualiſica- 
tions all that can be done in muſic ; but leſt you ſhould 
think ſo dry a thing as an account of our propoſal ſhould 
be a matter unworthy your paper, which generally con- 
tains ſomething of public uſe; give us leave to ſay, that 
favouring our deſign is no leſs than reviving an art, which 
runs to ruin by the utmoſt barbariſm under an aſſectati- 
on of knowledge. We aim at eſtabliſhing ſome ſettled 
notion of what is muſic, at recovering from negle& and 
want very many families who depend upon it, at mak- 
ing all foreigners who pretend to ſucceed in England to 
learn the language of it as we ourſelves have done, and 
not be ſo inſolent as to expect a whole nation, a refined 
and learned nation, ſhould ſubmit to learn theirs. In 
a word, Mr SPECTATOR, With all deference and hu- 
mility, we hope to behave ourſelves in this undertak- 
ing in ſuch a manner, that all Zxg/i/þ men who have a- 
ny ſkill in muſic may be furthered in it for their profit 
or diverſion by what new things we ſhall produce; ne- 
ver pretending to furpaſs others, or aſſerting that any 
thing which is a ſcience is not attainable by all men of 
all nations who have proper genius for it; we fay, Sir, 
what we hope for, is not expected will arrive to us by 
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© .contemning others, but through the utmoſt diligence 


* recommending ourſelves. 
We are, STR, 
Tour mot humble Servants, 


THOMAS CLAYTON. : 
NicoLixo Hax. 
CHARLES DIEUPARTs 
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Quod decet honeſtum eff, et quod boneftunt Y decet. 


TULL, 
bat is becoming is bonourable, and what is bonowrable 


ir becoming. Done 


THERE are ſome things which cannot come under 
certain rules, but which one would think could not 

need them. Of this kind are outward civilities and ſalu · 
tations. Theſe one would imagine might be regulated by 
every man's common ſenſe without the help of an inſtruc · 
tor; but that which we call common ſenſe ſuffers under 
that word; for it ſometimes implics no more than that fa+ 
culty which is common to all men, but ſometimes ſigniſies 
right reaſon, and what all men ſhould conſent to. In this 
latter acceptation of the phraſe, it is no great wonder people 
err ſo much again(t it, ſince it is not every one who is poſs 
ſeſſed of it, and there are fewer, who, againſt common 
rules and faſhions, dare obey its dictates. As to ſalutatious, 
which I was about to talk of, I obſerve, as I ſtrole about 
town, there are great enormitics committed with regatd to 
this particular, You ſhall ſometimes ſee a man begin the 


offer of a ſalutation, and obſerve a forbidding air, or eſcap- 
ang eye, in the perſon he is going to ſalute, and (top ſhort 


in the pole of his neck. This in the perſon who believed 
he could do it with a good grace, and was refuſed the op- 
portunity, is juſtly reſented with a coldneſs the whole en- 
ſuing ſeaſon, Your great beauties, people in much favour, 


or by any means or for any purpoſe overflattered are apt 


to practiſe this which one may call the preventing aſpect, 


and throw their attention another way, leſt they ſhould _ 
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confer a bow or a curtſy upon a perſon who might not ap- 
pear to deſerve that dignity. Others you ſhall find fo ob- 
ſequious, and ſo very courteous, as there is no eſcaping 
their favours of this kind. Of this fort may be a man who” 
is in the fifth. or ſixth degree of favour with a miniſter 
this good creature is reſolved to ſhew the world, that great 
honours cannot at all change his manners; he is the ſame 
civil perſon he ever was; he will venture his neck to bow 
out of a coach in fall ſpeed, at once, to ſhew he is full of 
buſineſs, and yet is not ſo taken up as to forget his old 
friend, With a man, who is not ſo well formed for court - 
ſhip and elegant behaviour, ſuch a gentleman as this ſel- 
dom finds his account in the return of his compliments 
but he will ſtill go on, for he is in his own way, and mn 
not omit: let the negle& fall on your fide, or where it 
will, his buſineſs is ſtill to be well bred to the end. I think 
1 have read in one of our Eng/;/> comedies, a deſcription 
of a fellow that affected knowing every body, and for want 
of jadgment in time and place, would bow and ſmile in 
the face of a judge ſitting in the court, would fit in an op- 
polite gallery and ſmile in the minifter's face as he came 
up into the pulpit, and nod as if he alluded to ſome fami- 
liarinies between them in another place, But now 1 hap- 
pen to ſpeak of ſalutation at church, 1 mult take notice 
that ſeveral of my correſpondents have importuned me to 
confider that ſubject, and ſettle the point of decorum in 
that particular. 

I Do not pretend to be the beſt courtier in the world, 
but Lhave often on public occaſions thought it a very great 
abſurdiry in the company (during the royal preſence) to ex- 
change ſalutations from all parts of the room, when cer- 
tainly common ſenſe ſhould ſuggeſt, that all regards at that 
time mould be engaged, and cannot be diverted to any o- 
ther object, without diſreſpect to the ſovereign. But as to 
the complaint of my correſpondears, it is not to be ima- 

wed what offence ſome of them take at the cuſtom of ſa- 

uting in places of worſhip. 1 have a very angry letter from 
a lach, who tells me of one of her acquaintance who, out 
of mere pride and a pretence ro be rude, takes upon her 
to vgturn no civilities done to her in time of divine fervice, 
and is the molt religious woman for no other reaſon but to 
appear a woman of che belt quality in the church. This 
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abſurd cuſtom had better be aboliſhed than retained, if it 
were but to prevent evils of no higher a nature than this is; 
but I am informed of objections much more conſiderable; 
a diſſenter of rank and diſtinction was lately prevailed upon 
by a friend of his to come to one of the greateſt congrega - 
tions of the church of Zngland about town; aſter the ſer- 
vice was over, he declared he was very well ſatisfied with 
the little ceremoney which was uſed towards God Almigh- 
ty; but at the ſame time he fearcd he ſhould not be able 
to go through thoſe required towards one another : as to 
this point he was in a ſtate of deſpair, and feared he was 
not well-brcd enough to be a convert. There have been 
many ſcandals of this kind given to our proteſtant difſen- 
ters from the outward pomp and reſpect we take to our- 
ſelves in our religious aflemblies. A Quaker who came 
one day into a church, fixed his eye upon an old lady with 
a carpet larger than that from the pulpit before her, ex- 
pecting when ſhe would hold forth. An Anabaptiſt who 
deligns to come over himfelf, and all his family, within 
Few months. is ſenſible they want breeding enough for our 
congregations, and has ſent his two eldeſt daughters to 
learn to dance, that they may not miſbehave themſelves at 
church: it is worth conſidering whether, in regard to auk- 
ward people with ſcrupulous conſciences, a good Chriſti- 
an of the beſt air in the world ought not rather to deny 
herſelf the opportunity of ſhewing ſo many graces, than 
keep a baſhful proſclyte without the pale of the church. T 
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Singula de nobis anni pradantur euntes. 
Hos. Ep. 2.1. 2. v. 55. 


. Years following years ſteal ſomething ov ry day, 
At laſt they fieal us from ourſelver away, Pore. 


. Mr SrecTATOR, 

© Þ 4M now in the ſixty ſiſth year of my age, and; hav» 
| ing been the greater part of my days a man of plea» 
© fure, the decay of my faculues is a ſtagnation of my life, 
But how is it, Sir, that my appetites are increaſed upon 
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lined, if it me with the loſs of power to gratify them? Lyrite this, 
an this is; like a criminal, to warn people to enter u what re- 
ſiderable: formation they pleaſe to make in themſclves in theit 
iled upon I youth, and not expect they ſhall be capable of it from 
:ongrega- MF a fond opinion ſome have often in their mouths, that 
r the (cr. it we do not leave our defires they will leave: us. It 
fied with is far otherways; I am now as vain in my dreſa, and 
1AImigh. . as flippant if I fee a pretty woman, as when in my youth 
t be able 1 ſtood upon a bench in the pit toſurveythe whole circle 
er: as to of beautics. The folly is ſo extravagant with me, 
d he was and 1 went on with ſo little check of my deſires, or re- 
ave been ſignation of them, that I can aſſure you, very often, 
at diſſen. merely to entertain my own thoughts, {in with my ſpec⸗ 
e to our- * tacles on, writing love-letters to the beauties that have 
ho came been long ſince in their graves. . I his is to warm my 
ady with © heart with the faint memory of delights which were once 
her, ex- agrecable to me; but how much happier would my life 
otiſt who © have been now, If I could have looked back on any 
„ within * worthy action done for my country; if I had laid out 
for our that which I profuſed in luxury and wantonneſs, in acts 
hters to of generoſity or charity? I have lived a batchelor to this 
ſelves at day; and inſtcad of a numerous offspring, with which, in 
to auk- the regular ways of life, I might poſſibly have delighted 
Chriſti. myſelt, I have only to amuſe myſelf with the. repetition 
to den 's old ſtories. and iutrigues which no one will beheve I 
8, than ever was concerned in. } do not know whether you have 
urch. T ever treated of it ot not; but you cannot fall on a bet - 
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Pore, 


1d hay» 
f plea» 
ny life, 


d upon 


ter ſubject, than that of the art of growing old. In ſuch 

a lecture you muſt propoſe, that no one ſet his heart up- 
on what is tranſient ; the beauty grows wrinkled while 
we are yet gazing at her; the witty man inks into an 
humouriſt imperceptibly, for want of reflecting that all 
things around him are io a flux, and continually chang: 
ing : thus he is in the gone of ten or fifteen years ſur- 
rounded by a new ſet of people, whoſe manners are as 
natural to them as his delights, metkod of thinking, and 
mode of living, were formerly to him and his friends. 
© But the miſchief is, he looks upon the ſame kind of er- 
 rars,which he himſelf was guilty of, with an eye of ſcorn, 
and with that fort of ili-will which men entertain _—_— 
® each other for different opinions: thus a crazy conſtitu- 
©* rion, and an 
Vor. IV. 
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* ons for young mens doing fooliſhly what it is folly to do 726 
at all. Dear Sir, this is my preſent ſtate of mind; I hate Maa 
thoſe I ſhould laugh at, and envy thoſe I contemn. The p L 
time of youth and vigorous manhood, paſſed the way in 6 1 * 
which I have diſpoſed of it, is attended with theſe con- 


ſequences; but to thoſe who live and paſs away life as 0 ue 
they ought, all parts of it are equally pleaſant ; only the 0 geth 
memory of good and worthy actions is a feaſt which A in 
muſt give a quicker reliſh to the ſoul than ever it could time 
poſſibly taſte in the higheſt enjoyments or jollities of 92 
youth. As for me, if I ſit down in my great chair and * Gon: 
begin to ponder, the vagaries of a child are not more hy 
ridiculous than the circumſtances which are heaped up 85 
in my memory; fine gowns, country dances, ends of * you 
tunes, interrupted converſations, and midnight quarrels, 6 "at 
are what muſt neceſſarily compoſe my ſoliloquy I beg ing 
of you to print this, that ſome ladies of my acquaintance, « ref 


and my years, may be perſuaded to wear warm night- 
caps this cold ſeaſon : and that my old friend Jack Taws 
dry may buy him a cane, and not creep with the air of a 
ſtrut. I muſt add to all this, that if it were not for one 
— wh which I thought a very mean one till of very 
ate years, I ſhould have no one great ſatisfaction left; 
but if I live to the 10th of March, 1714, and all my ſe- 
Curitics are good, I ſhall be worth fifty thouſand pounds, 


Jam, SIX, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 
JACK AFTERDAY. 


r SG 0 am AA .2.9.0 4.0. a 9 


Mr Srrerarox, 
PC will infinitely oblige a diſtreſſed lover, if you 
. will inſert in — very next paper, the follows 
ing letter to my miſtreſs. - You mult know I am not a - 
perſon apt to deſpair, but ſhe has got an odd humour of j 
ſtopping ſhort unaccountably, and, as ſhe herſelf rold a of 
confident of heis, ſhe has cold fits. Theſe fits ſhall laſt - | 
her a month or fix weeks together: and as ſhe falls in- 3 
to them without provocation, ſo it is to be hoped ſhe þ 
will return from them without the merit of new ſervices, 
But life and love will not admit of ſuch intervals; there» 
fore pray let her be admoniſhed as follows, 
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Madam, . 

LOVE. you, and I honour you ; therefore pray do 
I not tell me of waiting till decencies, till forms, till 
humours are conſulted and gratified, If you have that 
happy conſtitution as to be indolent for ten weeks to- 
gether, you ſhould conſider, that all that while I burn 
in impatiences and fevers ; but {till you ſay it will be 
time enough, tho' I and you too grow older while we 
are yet . . Which do you think the more rea- 
ſonable, that you ſhould alter a ſtate of indifference 
for happineſs, and that to oblige me; or I live in tor- 
ment, and that to lay no manner of obligation upon 
you ? WhileI ;nduſpe your inſenſibility I am doing 
nothing; if you favour my paſſion, you are beſtow- 
ing bright deſires, gay hopes, generous cares, noble 
« reſolutions and tranſporting raptures upon, 


Madam, +61 
Your moſt devoted humble Servant, 
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Mr SrECTATOR, 


ERE's a gentlewoman lodges in the ſame houſe 
. with me that I never did any injury to in my 
© whole life; and ſhe is always railing at me to thoſe that 
© ſhe knows will tell me of it. Don't you think ſhe is 
* in love with me? Or would you have me break my 
* mind yet or not ? 


Your Servant, 
To: 


Me SexcTaTtOR, _ 


c I AM a footman in a great family, and am in love with 
* | the houſe-maid. We were all at hot-cockles laſt 
* night in the hall theſe holidays; when I lay down and 
* was blinded, ſhe pulled off her ſhoe, and hit me with 
© the heel ſuch a rap, as almoſt broke my head to pieces. 
Pray, Sir, was this love or ſpite ? T 
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elſe in the perſons who made their applications to her, 


Ne 261. Saturday, DECEMBER 29, 


, Taties vg av9gurory tvxlatey bi. Frag. vet. poet. 
Wedlock's an ill men eagerly embrace. 


Y father, whom Imentioned in my firſt ſpeculation, 
and whom I muſt always name with honour and 
ratitude, has very frequently talked to me upon the ſub - 

ject of marriage, I was in my younger years engaged, 
artly by his advice, and partly by my own inclinations, 

m the courtſhip of a perſon who had a preat deal of 

beauty, and did not at my firſt approaches ſeem to have 

any averſion to me; but, as my natural taciturnity hin- 
dered me from ſhewing myſelf to the beſt advantage, ſhe 
by degrees began to look upon me as a very lilly fellow, 
and being reſolved to regard merit more than any thing 


ſhe married a captain of dragoons who happened to be 
beating up for recruits in thoſe parts, : 
Tuis unlucky: accident has given me an averſion to 
retty fellows ever ſince, and diſcouraged me from try- 
ing my fortune with the fair ſex. The obſervations which 
I made in this conjuncture, and the repeated advices which 
I received at that time from the good old man above: 
mentioned, have produced the following eſſay upon love 
and marriage, | 
Tue pleaſanteſt part of a man's life is generally that 
Which paſſes in courtſhip, provided his paſſion be ſincere, 
and the party beloved kind with diſcretion. * Love, de- 
we, hope, all the pleaſing motions of the ſoul riſe in the 
urſuit. 1 
f IT is eaſier for an artful man who is not in love, to per- 
ſuade his miſtreſs he has a paſhon for her, and to ſucceed 
in his purſuits, than for one who loves with the greateſt 
violence. True love has ten thouſand griefs, impatiences 
and reſentments, that render a man unamiable in the eyes 
of the perſon whoſe affection he ſolicits ; beſides that it 


ſinks his figure, gives him fears, apprehenſions and poor - 


267. 


s 


WO ast. Tas SPECTATOR. 41 


neſs of ſpirit, and ofren makes him appear ridiculous 
where he has a mind to recommend himſelf. 

Tuoss marriages generally abound moſt with love and 
conſtancy, that are preceded by a long courtſhip. The 
paſſion ſhould {trike root, and gather ſtrength before mar- 
riage be grafted on it. A long courſe of hopes and expec- 
tations fixes the idea in our minds, and habituates us to 
a fondneſs of the perſon beloved. 

THERE is nothing of ſo great importance to us, as the 
good qualities of one to whom we join ourſelves for life; 
they do not only make our preſent (tate agreeable, but 
often determine our happineſs to all eternity, Where the 
choice is left to friends, the chief point under conſidera · 
tion is an eſtate : where the parties chuſe for themſelves, 
their thoughts turn moſt 2 the perſon. They have 
both their reaſons. The firſt would procure many con- 
veniencies and pleaſures of life to the party whoſe intereſt 
they eſpouſe; and at the ſame time may hope that the 
wealth of their friend will turn to their own credit and 
advantage. The others are preparing for themſelves a 
perpetual feaſt, A good perſon does not only raiſe, but 
continue love, and breeds a ſecret pleaſure and compla- 
cency in the beholder, when the ſirſt heats of deſire are 
extinguiſhed. It puts the wife or huſband in countenance 
both among friends and ſtrangers, and generally fills the 
family with a healthy and beautiful race of children. 

I $HOULD prefer a woman that is agreeable in my own 
eye, and not deformed in that of the world, to a celebrated 
beauty. If you marry one remarkably beautiful, you muſt 
have a violent paſſion for her, or you have not the pro- 

r taſte of her charms; and if you have ſuch a paſſion 
Fo her, it is odds but it would be imbittered with fears 
and jealouſies. 

GooD-NATURE and evenneſs of temper will give you 
an eaſy companion for life; virtue and good — an a- 
ov ue friend; love and conſtancy, a good wife or huſ- 

and. Where we meet one perſon with all theſe accom- 

pliſhments, we find an hundred without any one of them, 

The world, notwithſtanding, is more intent on trains and 

equipages, and all the ſhowy parts of life ; we love ra- 

ther to dazzle the multitude, than conſult our proper in- 

tereſts; and, as I have elſewhere obſerved, it is one of the 
D 3 
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moſt unaccountable paſſions of human nature, that we 
are at greater pains to appear eaſy and happy to others, 


than really to make ourſelves. Of all diſparities, that in N 

humour makes the moſt unhappy marriages, yet ſcarce 

enters into our thoughts at the contracting of them. Se- Nul 

veral that are in this reſpect unequally yoked, and uneaſy 

for life, with a perſon of a particular character, might Sat. 

have been pleaſed and happy with a perſon of a contrary 

one, notwithſtanding they are both perhaps equally vir- 

iuous and laudable in their kind. - Tt 
BEFORE marriage we cannot be too inquiſitive and diſ- ki 

cerning in the faults of the perſon beloved, nor after it too morn! 

dim · ſighted and ſuperficial, However perfect and accom-' comm 


pliſhed the perſon appears to = at a diſtance, you will 
find many blemiſhes and imperfections in her humour upon 
a more intimate acquaintance, which you never diſcover- 
ed or perhaps ſuſpected. Here therefore diſcretion and 

od-nature are to ſhew their ſtrength ; the firſt will hin- 
— your thoughts from dwelling on what is diſagreeable, 
the other will raiſe in you all the tenderneſs of compaſſi- 
on and humanity, and by degrees ſoften thoſe very ims 
perſections into beauties, 

MARII ACI enlarges the ſcene of our happineſs and 
miſeries. A marriage of love is pleaſant; a marriage of 
intereſt eaſy; and a marriage, where both meet, happy. 
A happy marriage has in it all the pleaſures of friend- 
ſhip, 1 the enjoyments of ſenſc and reaſon, and indeed, 
all the ſweets of life. Nothing is a greater mark of a de- 
generate and vicious age, than the common ridicule which 
paſſes on this ſtate of life. It is, indeed, only happy in 

- thoſe who can look down with ſcorn or neglect on the 
impieties of the times, and tread the paths of life toge- 
ther in a conſtant uniform courſe of virtue. 
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No 262. Monday, DECEMBER 31, 


Nulla venenats litera miſta joco eſt. 
| Ovi. triſt. I, 2. v. 566. 


Satirical reſlexions I avoid. 


THINK myſelf highly obliged to the public for their 
1 kind acceptance of a paper which viſits them every 
morning, and has in it none of thoſe ſeaſonings that re- 
commend ſo many of the writings which are in vogue a- 
mong us. | | 

As, on the one ſide, my paper has not in it a ſingle word 
of news, a reflexion in politics, nor a ſtroke of party; ſa 
on the other, there are no faſhionable touches of infide» 
lity, no obſcene ideas, nor ſatires upon prieſthood, mar- 
riage, and the like popular topics of ridicule ; no private 
ſcandal, nor any thing that may tend to the defamation 
of particular perſons, families, or ſocieties. x 

THERE is not one of theſe above-mentioned ſubjects 
that would not fell a very indifferent paper, could I think 
of gratifying the public by ſuch mean and baſe methods, 
But notwithſtanding I have rejected every thing that ſa» 
vours of party, every thing that is looſe and immoral, and 
every thing that might create uneaſineſs in the minds of 
—— erſons, I hnd that the demand for my papers 

as — every month ſince their firſt appearance in 
the world. This does not perhaps reflect ſo much honour 
upon myſelf, as on my readers, who give a much greater 
attention to diſcourſes of virtue and morality, than eyer 
expected, or indeed could hope. 

Wann I broke looſe from that great body of writers 
who have employed their wit and parts in propagating 
vice and irreligion, I did not queſtion but I ſhould be treat- 
ed as an odd kind of fellow that had a mind to appear fin» 
gular in my way of writing: but the general reception 
I have ſound, convinces me that the world is not ſo cor- 
rupt as we are apt to imagine; and that if thoſe men of 
parts, Who have been employed in vitiating the age, had 
endeavoured to rectify and amend it, they needed not have 
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ſacrificed their good ſenſe and virtue to their fame and 
reputation, No man is ſo ſunk in vice and ignorance, but 
there are ſtill ſome hidden ſeeds of goodneſs and know- 
ledge in him; which give him a reliſh of ſuch reflexions 
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and ſpeculations as have an aptneſs to improve the mind, may | 
and make the heart better. . erty! 

I Have ſhewn in a former paper, with how much care In 
I have avoided all ſuch thoughts as are looſe, obſcene or hurtir 
immoral; and I believe my reader would (till think the bet- oning 
ter of me, if he knew the pains I am at in qualifying what This 
I write after ſuch a manner, that nothing may be inter- denia 
preted as aimed at private perſons. For this reaſon when Tidicu 
I draw any faulty character, I conſider all thoſe perſons there 
to whom the malice of the world may poſſibly apply it, ie 
and take care to daſh it with ſuch particular circumſtances wigh 
as may prevent all ſuch ill - natured applications. If I on th 
write any thing on a black man, I run over in my mind few,v 
all the eminent perſons in the nation who are of that com- who 
plexion: when I place an imaginary name at the head of little 
a character, I examine every ſyllable and letter of it, that ed, | 


it may not bear any reſemblance to one that is real, I 
know very well the value which every man ſets upon his 
reputation, and how painful it is to be expoſed to the mirth 
and deriſion of the public, and ſhould therefore ſcorn to 
divert my reader at the expence of any private man. 
As I have been thus tender of every particular perſon's 
reputation, ſo I have taken more than ordinary care not to 
ive offence to thoſe who appear in the higher figures of 
life. would not make myſelf merry even with a piece of 
paſteboard that is inveſted with a public character; for 
which reaſon I have never glanced upon the late deſigned 
roceſſion of his holineſs and his attendants, notwithſtand- 
ing it might have afforded matter to many ludicrous ſpecu- 
lations. Among thoſe advantages, which the public may 
reap from this paper, it is not the leaſt, that it draws 
mens minds off from the bitterneſs of party, and furniſhes 
them with ſubjects of diſcourſe that may be treated with- 
out warmth or paſſion. This is ſaid to have been the firſt 
deſign of thoſe gentlemen who ſet on foot the royal ſocie · 
ty; and had then a very good effect, as it turned many of 
the greateſt geniuſes of that age to the diſquiſitions of natu- 
ral knowledge, who, if they had engaged in politics with 
Pl 
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the ſame parts and application, might have fet their coun» 
try in a flame. The air pump, the barometer, the qua- 
drant, and the like inventions, were thrown out to thoſe 
buſy ſpirits, as tubs and barrels are to a whale, that he 
may let the ſhip fail on without diſturbance, while he di- 
verts himſelf with thoſe innocent amuſements. 

I HAVE been ſo very ſcrupulous in this particular of not 


toad hurting any man's reputation, that I have forborn menti- 
en oning even ſuch authors as I could not name with honour, 
88 This I muſt confeſs to have been a piece of very great ſelf- 
— denial: for as the public reliſhes nothing better than the 
944 ridicule which turns upon a writer of any eminence, fo 
0 there is nothing which a man that has but a very ordinary 
— talent in ridicule may not execute with greater eaſe. One 
1 might raiſe laughter for a quarter of a year together up- 
fg. on the works of a perſon who has publiſhed but a — 
* few volumes. For which reaſon l am aſtoniſhed, that thoſe 
of who have appeared againſt this piper have made ſo very 
= little of it. The criticiſms which I have hitherto publiſh» 
I ed, have been made with an intention rather to diſcbver 
18 beauties and excellencies in che writers of my own time, 
h than to publiſh any of their faults and impet ſections. In the 
6 mean while I ſhould take. it for a very great favour, from 
ſome of my underhand detractors, it they would break all 
4 meaſures with me ſo far, as to give me a pretence for exa- 
0 mining their performances with an impartial eye: nor ſhall 
c I look upon it as any breach of charity to criticiſe the au- 
F thor, ſo long as I keep clear of the perſon. 
« | In the mean while, 'till I am provoked to ſuch hoſtili- 
I ties, I ſhall from time to time endeavour to do juſtice to 
a thoſe who have diſtinguiſhed themſelves in the politer parts 
, of learning, and to point out ſuch beauties in their works 
as may have eſcaped the obſervation of others. - 
As the firſt place among our Engii/h poets is due to Mil. 
ton; and as I have drawn more quotations out of him than 


from any other, I ſhall enter into a regular criticiſm upon 
his Paradife Loſt, which I ſhall-publuh every Saturday, 
till I have given my thoughts upon that poem. I ſhall not 
however preſume to impoſe upon others my own particu» 
lar judgment on this author, but only deliver it as my pri- 
vate opinion, Criticiſm is of a very large extent, and e- 
very particular maſter in this art has bis favourite paſſages 
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in an author, which do not equally ſtrike the beſt judges. 
It will be ſufficient for me if I diſcover many beauties or 
imperfections which others have not attended to, and 1 
ſhould be very glad to ſee any of our eminent writers pu- 
bliſh their 2. on the ſame ſubject. In ſhort, I 
would always be underſtood to write my papers of criti- 


ciſm in the ſpirit which Horace has expreſſed in thoſe two 


famous lines 


Wr quid noviſti rectius iſtit, 
Candibus imperti; ſi non, his utere mecum. 
| Ep. 6.1. 1. v. ult. 


Ir you have made any better remarks of your own, 


communicate them with candour, if not, make uſe of 


* theſe I preſent you with.” 


No 263. Tueſday, JANUARY 1. 1712. 


Gratulor quod eum, quem neceſſe erat diligere, 725 
cunque eſſet, talem habemus ut libenter quogue dili- 


gamus. Takzoxius apud TULL, 


ITr,refcice that the perſon, whom it was my duty to love, 


good or bad, is ſuch a one, that 1 can love him with 
a willing mind. | | 


M,. Srrcrarox, 


5 1 AM the happy father of a very towardly ſon, in whom 
I do not only ſee my life, but alſo my manner of 
© life, renewed. It would be extremely beneficial to ſo» 
© ciety, if you would frequently reſume ſubjects which 
© ſerye to bind theſe ſort of relations faſter, and endear the 
© ties of blood with thoſe of good-will, protection, obſerv- 
* ance, indulgence and veneration, I would,methinks,have 
© this done after an uncommon method, and do not think 
© any one, who is not capable of writing a good play, fit 
© to undertake a work wherein there will neceſſarily oc- 
* cur ſo many ſecret inſtincts, and biaſes of human nature, 
* which would paſs unobſerved by common eyes. I thank 
* hcavco I have no outragious offence againſt my own ex- 
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cellent parents to anſwer for ; but when 1 am now and 
then alone, and look back upon my palt life, from my 
earlieſt infancy to this time, there are many faults which 
committed that did not appear to me, even till I myſelf 
became a father. I had not till then a notion of the earn- 
ings of heart, which a man has when he ſees his child do 
a laudable thing, or the ſudden damp which ſeizes him 
when he fears he will act ſomething unworthy. It is not 
to be imagined, what a remorſe touched me for a long 
train of childiſh negligences of my mother, when I ſaw 
my wife the other day look out of the window, and turn 
as pale as aſhes upon ſeeing my younger boy ſliding upon 
the ice. Theſe ſlight intimations will give you to under 
{tand, that there are numberleſs little crimes which chil- 
dren take no notice of while they are doing, which up- 
on reflexion, when they ſhall themſelves become fathers, 
they will look upon with the utmolt ſorrow and contri- 
tion, that they did not regard, before thoſe whom they 
offended were to be no more ſeen. How many thouſand 
things do I remember, which would have highly pleaſed 
my father, and I omitted for no other reaſon, but that I 
thought what he propoſed, the effect of humour and old 
age, which I am now convinced had reaſon and good 
ſenſe in it. I cannot now go into the parlour to him, 
and make his heart glad with an account of a matter 
which was of no conſequence, but that I told it, and at» 
ed in it. The good man and woman are — ſince in 
their graves, who uſed to ſit and plot the welfare of us 
their children, while, perhaps, we were ſometimes laugh- 
ing at the old folks at another end of the houſe. The 
truth of it is, were we merely to follow nature in theſe 
great duties of life, tho' we have a ſtrong inſtinct towards 
the performing of them, we ſhould be on both ſides ve- 
ry deficient. Age is ſo unwelcome to the generality of 
mankind, and growth towards manhood ſo defireable to 
all, that reſignation to decay is too difficult a taſk in the - 
father; and deference, amidſt the impulſe of gay deſires, 
appears unreaſonable to the ſon. There are ſo few who 


can grow old with a good grace, and yet fewer who can 
come ſlow enough into the world, that a father, were 
© he to be actuated by his deſires, and a ſon, were he to 
* conſult himſelf only, could neither of them behave him- 
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ſelf as he ought to the other. But when reaſon interpoſes 
againſt inſtinct, where it would carry either out of the 
v intereſts ofthe other, there ariſes that happieſt intercourſe 
of good offices between thoſe deareſt relations of human 
4 life. The father, according to the opportunities which 
ate oſſered to him, is throwing down bleſſings on the ſon, 
and the ſon endeavouring to appear the worthy offspring 
* of ſuch a father. It is after this manner - that Gamil/us 
and his ſirſt- born dwell together. Camillus enjoys a pleaſe 
ing aud indolent old age, in which paſſion is ſubduedz 
© and reaſon exalted, He waits the day of his diſſolution 
© with areſignation mixed with delight; and the ſon fears 
the acceſhair of his father's fortune with diffidence, leſt 
$' he ſhould not enjoy or become it as well as his predeceſ> 
s for. Add to this, that the father knows he leaves a friend 
to the children of his friends, an eaſy landlord to his te · 
* nants, and an agreeable companion to his acquaintances 
He believes his ſon's behaviour will make him frequents 
ly remembred, but never wanted. I his commerce is ſo 
Lell cemented, that without the pomp of ſaying, Son, be 
\* afriend Io ſucha one when am gone: Camiilus knows, 
being in his favour, is direction enough to the grateful 
. youth who is to ſucceed him, without the admonition of 
© his mentioning it. Theſe gentlemen are honoured in 
£ all their neighbourhood, and the ſame effect which the 
court has on the manners of a kingdom, their characters 
have on all who live within the influcace of them. 
Mx ſon and I are not of fortune to communicate our 
good actions or intentions to ſo many as theſe gentle» 


men do; but I will be bold to ſay my ſon has, by the 


* applauſe and approbation which his behaviour towards 
* me has gained him, occaſioned that many an old man, 
© beſides myſelf, has rejoiced. Other mens children fol- 
low the example of mine, and I have the inexpreſſt> 
ble happineſs of overhearing our neighbours, as we ride 
by, point to their children, and ſay, with a voice of 
©. joy, There they go. 1 
\* © You. cannot, Mr SpkCTATOR, pals your time bet- 
© ter than ia infinuating the delights which theſe-relations 
£ well regarded beſtow. upon cach other, Ordinary paf- 
c ſapes are no longer ſuch, but mutual love gives an im- 
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« actions the moſt inſignificant. When we look round the 
« world, and obſerve the many miſunderſtandings which 
© are created by the malice and infinuation of the meaneſt 
* ſervants between people thus related,” how neceflary 
vill it appear that it were inculcated that men would be 
* upon their guard to ſupport a conſtancy of affection, 
and that grounded upon the principles of reaſon, not 
the — of inſtinct. 8 
Ir is from the common prejudices which men tec | 
ſtom their parents, that hatreds are kept alive from 
generation to another; and when men act by inſtinck, 
* hatreds will deſcend when good offices are forgotten. 
* For the degeneracy of human life is ſuch, that our an- 
ger is more caſily transferred to our children than our 
a 4 Love always gives ſomething to the object it 
« delights in, and anger ſpoils the mou againſt whom 
* it is moved of ſomething laudable in him: from this 
© degeneracy therefore, and a fort of ſelf-love, we are 
more prone to take up the ill- will of our parents, than 
to follow them in their friendſhips, 
Ox would think there ſhould need no more to make 
men keep up this ſort of relation with the utmoſt ſancti- 
* ty, than to examine their own hearts, If every father 
* remembred his own thoughts and inclinations when he 
* was a ſon, and every ſon remembred what he expected 
from his father, when he himſelf was in a ſtate of depend- 
© ence, this one reflexion would preſerve men from being 
* diffolute or rigid io theſe ſeveral capacities. The power 
and ſubjection between them, when broken, make them 
more emphatically tyrants and rebels againſt each other, 
27 with greater cruelty of heart, than the diſruption of 
'# ſtates and empires can poſhbly produce. I ſhall end this 
application to you with two letters which paſſed be- 
* tween a mother and ſon very latcly, and arc as follows. 


Dear Frank, 


, T the pleaſures, which I have the grief to hear you 
I purlue in town, do not take up all your time, do 
not deny your mother ſo much of it, as to read ſeri- 
* ouſly this letter. You ſaid before Mr Letacre, that an 
* old woman might live very well in the country _ 

ool 


* half my jointure, and that your father was a {ond 
Vor. IV. E 


x 
on 
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to give me à rent- charge of eight hundred a year to 
* the prejudice of his ſon. What. Letacre ſaid to you 
upon that occaſion, you-ought to have bot᷑ne with more 
© decency, as he was your father's well- beloved ſervant, 
© than to have called him Country- put. In the firſt place, 
*Frank, 1 muſt tell you, I will have my rent duly paid, 
* for I will make up to your liſters for the — I 
© was guilty of, in making your father do ſo much as he 
© has done for you. I may, it ſeems, live upon half my 

ointure ! I lived upon much leſs, Frank, when I carried 


2 
24 coe from place to place in theſe arms, and could nei- 


© ther eat, dreſs, or mind any thing for feeding and tend - 
* ing you a weakly child, and ſhedding tears when the 
© convulſions you were then troubled with returned upon 
© you, By my care you outgrew them, to throw awa 
* the vigour of your youth in the arms of harlots, 5 7 
deny your mother what is not yours to detain. Bo 
© your liſters are crying to ſee the paſſion wich I ſmother; 
© but if you pleaſe to go on thus, like 1 of the 
© town, and forget all regards to yourſelf and family, 1 
ſhall immediately enter upon your eſtate, for the arrear 
due to me, and without one tear more contemn you for 
* forgetting the fondneſs of your mother, as much 
ou have the example of your father. O Frazk, do 1 
live to omit writing myſelf, dn 


Your afßfectionate mother, , 


* 

MADAM, A. 

_* Þ Witt come down to-morrow and pay the money on 

my knees. Pray write ſo no more, I will take care 
Jou never ſhall, for I will be for ever hereafter, | '_ 


Your moſt dutiful Son,. 

| | ET; + 
oi bring down new heads for my ſiſters Pray 
219; let all be forgotten. : | ; N N ＋ T 
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& ct retirement, and a life by Neal. 
* | | _ Carzcns 
* I. has been from age to age an affectation to love the 
4 T pleaſure of ſolitude, amongſt thoſe who cannot poſſibly 
pe | be 1 8 qualified for paſſing life in that manner. This 
1 people have taken up from reading the many agreeable 
[> things which have been writ on that ſubject, for which we 
8 are beholden to excellent perſons, who delighted in being 
xn retired and abſtracted from the pleaſures that enchant the 
$ generality of the world, This way of life is recommended 
* indeed with great beauty, and in ſuch a manner as diſpoſes 
7 the reader for the time to a pleaſing forgetfulneſs or negli- 
= 4 gence of the particular hurry of life in which he is engag- 
de ed, together with a longing for that ſtate which be is 


charmed with in deſcription. But when we conſider the 
1 world itſelf, and how few there are capable of a religious, 
4 learned, or philoſophic ſolitude, we ſhall be apt to change a 
regard to that ſort of ſolitude, for being a little — in 

| | enjoying time after the way a man himſelf likes belt in the 
rp world, without going ſo far as wholly to withdraw from 
N it. I have often obſerved, there is not a man breathing who 
does not differ from all other men, as much in the ſenti - 
ments of his mind as the features of his face. The felicity 
is, when any one is ſo happy as to find out and follow what 
is the proper bent of his genius, and turn all his endea - 
vours to exert himſelf according as that prompts him. In- 
7 | ſtead of this, which is an innocent method of enjoying a 
o man's ſelf, and turning out of the general tracts wherein 
vou have crowds of rivals, there are thoſe whopurſue their 
on way out of a ſourneſs and ſpirit of contradiftion t theſe 
men do every thing which they are able to ſupport, as if 
guilt and impunity could not go together. They chuſe a 
thing only becauſe another Alles it; and affect forſooth 
an inviolable conſtancy in matters of no manner of moment. 
Thus ſometimes an old fellow ſhall wear this or that ſort 
K 2 


= 
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of cut in his clothes with great integtity, while all the in 
of the world are degenerated igto-buttons, pockets an 
Joops unknown to their anceſtors, As inſigniſicant as eve 
this is, if it were ſearched to the bottom, you perhaps wou 
find it not fincere, but that he is in the faſhion in his heart 
and holds out from mere obſtinacy, But I am running from 
my intended pu n was to celebrate a certain parti- 
557 manner of paſſing away life, and is a contradiction 
o no man, but a reſolution to contract none of the exor- 
bitant deſires by which others are enſlaved, The beſt way 
of ſeparating a man's ſelf from the world, is to give up the 
deſire of being known to it. After a man has preſerved 
his innocence, and performed all duties incumbent upor 
him, his time ſpent his own way is what makes his life dif- 
fer from that of a ſlave, If they who affect ſhow and pomp 
knew how many of their ſpectators derided their 25 
taſte, they would be vcry much leſs elated, and have an 
inclination to examine the merit of all they have to do 
with: they would ſoon ſind out that there are many who 
make a ſigure below what their fortune or merit intitles 


them to, out of mere choice, and an elegant deſire of caſe 
and diſincumberance. It would look like romance to tell 


you in this age of an old man who is contented to paſs for 
an humouriſt, and one who does not underſtand the figure 
he ought to make in the world, while he lives in a lodg- 
jag of ten ſhillings a week with only one ſervant: while 
he dreſſes himſelf according to the ſeaſon in cloth or in 
Ruf, and has no one neceſſary attention to * thing but 
the bell which calls to prayers twice a day. I ſay it would 
look like a fable to report that this gentleman gives away 


- - all which is the overplus of a great fortune, by ſecret me · 


thods, to other men. If he has not the pomp of a nume- 
rous train, and of profeſſors of ſervice to him, he has every 
day he lives the conſcience that the widow, the father- 
wa the mourner, and the ſtranger bleſs his unſcen hand 
in their prayers, This humouriſt gives up all the com- 
pliments which people of his own condition could make to 
him, for the pleaſures of helping the afflicted, ſupplying the 
needy, and befriending the neglected. This humouriſt keeps 
to himſelf much more than he wants, and gives a vaſt re- 


ſuſe of his ſuperfluitics to purchaſc heaven, and by freeing 
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2 others from the temptations of worldly want, to carry a 


59 retinue with him thither. , 0 
* Or all men who affect living in a particular way, next 
2 to this admirable character, I am the molt enamoured of 
N Trus, whoſe condition will not admit of ſuch largeſſes, 
rt, and perhaps would not be capable of making them, it it 
bi, were. Jrus, tho' he is now turned of fifty,. has nat ap- 
ti⸗ peared in the world, in his real character, fince five and 
on twenty, at which time he ran out a ſmall patrimony, and 
T's ſpent ſome time after with rakes who had lived upon him: 
ay 2 courſe of ten years time, paſſed in all the little alleys, 
he by-paths, and ſometimes open taverns and ſtreets of this 
ed | town, gave Jrus a perfect {kill in judging of the inclinati- 
12 ons of mankind, and acting accordingly. He ſcriouſly con- 
11 


ſidered he was poor, and the general horror which moſt 

1 men have of all who are in that condition, rus judged 
very rightly, that while he could keep his poverty a ſecret, 

oP he ſhould not feel the weight of it; he improved this 

do thought into an affectation of cloſeneſs and covctoulneſs, 

0 Upon this one principle he reſolved to govern his future 

2 life; and in the thirty ſixth year of his age he repaired 

ſe | to L:ng-lane, and looked upon ſeveral dreſſes which hung 

-: there Telerted by their bell maſters, and expoſed to the 

4 

Jo 

It 

d 
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urchaſe of the beſt bidder, At this place he exchanged 
his gay ſhabbincſs of clothes fit for a much younger man, 
to warm ones, that would be decent for a much elder one, 
[rus came out thoroughly equipped from head to foot, with 
a little oaken cane in the form of a ſubſtantial man that did 
not mind his dreſs, turned of ſiſty. He had at this time 
fifty pounds in ready money ; and in this habit, with this 
fortune, he took his preſent lodging in St Zobn-freet, at 
the manſion-houſe of ataylor's widow, who waſhes and can 
clear {ſtarch his bands. From that time to this, he has 
kept the main ſtock, without alteration under or over to 
the value of five pounds. He left off all his old acquaintance 
to a man, and all his arts of life, except the play of back- 
ammon, upon which he has more than bare his charges. 
us has, cver ſince he came into this neighbourhood, gi- 
ven all the intimations he isilfully could, of being a cloſe 
hunks, worth money: no body comes to viſit him, he re- 
ceives no letters, and tells his 2 morning and evening. 


H c has, from the public papers, a knowledge of what ge- 
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nerally paſſes, ſhuns all diſcourſes of money, but ſnrugs his 
ſhoulder when you talk of ſecurities; he denies his being 
rich with the air which all do who are vain of being ſo: 
he is the oracle of a neighbouring juſtice of peace, ho 
meets him at the coffechouſe; the hopes that what he has 


* come to ſomebody, and that he has no heirs, have 


hat effect wherever he is known, that he every day has 
three or four invitations to dine at different places, which 
he 2 takes care to chuſe in ſuch a manner, as not 
to ſeem inclined to the richer man. All the young men re- 
ſpect him, and ſay he is juſt the ſame man he was when 
they were boys. He os no artifice in the world, but 
makes uſe of mens deſigns upon him to get a maintenance 
out of them, This he carries on by a certain peeviſhneſs, 
(which he aQs yery well) that no one would believe could 
poſſibly enter into the head of a poor fellow, His mien, 
his dreſs, his carriage, and his language are ſuch that you 
would be at a lofs to gueſs whether in the active part of his 
life he had been a ſenſible citizen, or ſcholar that knew the 
world. Theſe are the great circumſtances in the life of 
Irus, and thus does he paſs away his days a ſtranger to 
mankind ; and at his death, the worſt that will be ſaid of 
him will be that he got by every man who had expectati- 
ons from him, more than he had to leave him. 

I HAVE an inclination to print the following letters; 
for that I have heard the author of them has ſomewhere 
or other ſeen me, and by an excellent faculty in mimic- 
ry my correſpondents tel me he can aſſume my air, and 
give my taciturnity a flyneſs which diverts more than any 
thing 1 could fay if I were preſent. Thus I am glad my 
ſilence is atoned for to the good company in town, He 
has carried his {kill in imitation ſo far, as to have forged. 
a letter from my friend Sir RoGER in ſuch a manner, 
that any one but I, who am thoroughly acquainted, with 
him, would have taken it for genuine. | 


Mr SrtEcCTaTOR, SETS RY 
0 AVING obferved in Lilly's grammar how ſweetly 
0 Bacchus and Apollo run in a verſe: I have (to 
preſerve the amity between them) called in Bacchus to 
* the aid of my profeſſion of the Theatre. So that while 


* ſome people of quality are beſpeaking plays of me to be 
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his © ated upon ſuch: a day, and others, hogſhends-foritheir" 
ing ghouſes againſt ſuch a time; I am wholly employed in 
0: the aꝑrecable ſervice of wit and wine: Sir, have ſent 
ho vou Sir Agger de Coverley's letter to me, which a 
Mas © comply with in favour of the Bumper tavern, Be kind, 
Ve © for you know a player's utmoſt pride is the approbation' 
128 of the SYECTATOR. .' _— 
= f Jam your Admirer, tho) unknown,... - 
re- | RICHARD ESTCOURT, 
en | * 
ut To Mr E/tcourt at his houſe in Covent. garden. 
= 
ſs | Coverley, December the 18th, 1711. 
) 
n, Old comical ones, © 
ou c H E. hogſheads of neat port came ſafe, and have 
nis 0 gotten thee good reputation in theſe parts; and 
he I am glad to hear that a fellow who has been laying out 
of his money ever ſince he was born, for the meer pleaſure 
to of wine, has bethought himſcif a joining profit and plea» 
of © ſure together. Our ſexton (poor man) having received 
ti= © {trength from thy wine, ſince his fit of the gout, is huge- 
* ly taken with it : he y it is given by nature for the 
$3 * uſe of families, that no ſteward's table can be without it, 
re that it ſtrengthens digeſtion, excludes ſurfeits, fevers and 
c- « phyſic; which green wines of any kind can't do. mY 
id get a pure ſnug room, and I hope next term to help to fill 
y « your bumper with our people of the club; but you muſt 
w © have no bells ſtirring when the Spectator comes; I for- 
le © bore ringing to dinner while he was down with me in 
d © the country. Thank you for the little hams and Portu- 
r, gal onions; pray keep ſome always by you. Yow know 
he | © my ſupper is only good Che/hire cheele, beſt muſtard, a 


golden pippin, attended with a pipe of John S/y's belt. 
* Sir Harry has ſtolen all your ſongs, and tells the ſtory 
* of the 5th of November to perfection. 


erve you 

4 Yours to ſe Jau, | 
0 ROGER DE COVERLEY, 
1 40 


3 we've loſt old John ſince you were here. T 
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Dixerit 2 multir aliquis, quid virus in angues 
 Adjicis? et rabidæ tradis ovile lupæ ? | 
| Ovip. de art. am. I. 3. v. 7. 


But ſome exclaim + what frenzy rules your mind? 
Mou d you increaſe the craft of woman-kind; * 
Teach em new wiles and arts ? as well you may 
Inftrud a ſnake to bite, or wolf to prey. | 
CONGREWV . 


\ NE of the fathers, if I am rightly informed, has de- 
fined a woman to be Cd Pi>oxiomer, an animal that 
deligbis in finery. I have already treated of the ſex in two 
or three papers, conformably to this definition, and have 
in particular obſerved, that in all ages they have been. 
more careful than the men to adorn that part of the head 
which we generally call the outſide. 

Tuis obſervation is ſo very notorious that when in or- 
dinary diſcourſe we ſay a man has a fine head, a long head, 
or a good head, we expreſs ourſelyes metaphiotial an 
ſag in relation to his underſtanding ; whereas when we' 

a 


y of a woman, ſhe has a fine, a long or a good head, 


we ſpeak only in relation to her commode. 
IT is obſerved among birds, that nature has laviſſied 
all her ornaments upon the male, who: very often ap · 


pears in a moſt beautiful head-dreſs: whether it be a 


creſt, a comb, or a tuft of feathers, or a natural little 


plume, etected like a kind of pinacle on the very top af 


the head. As nature on the contrary has poured out her 
charms in the greateſt abundance upon the female part of 
our ſpecies, ſo they are very aſſiduous in beſtowing u 
themſelves. the fineſt garnitures.of art. The v7 3d 7.5 
all his pride, docs not diſplay half the colours that ap- 

ar in the garments of a Brit#/h lady, when the is dref- 

ed either for a ball or a birth-day. * 

Bur to return to our female heads. The ladies have 

been for ſome time in a kind of :4Aultin ſeaſon, with regard 


to that part of their dreſs, having ca/? great quantities of 


1 
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| ribbon, lace, and cambric, and in ſome meaſure reduced 
that part of the human figure to the beautiful globular 

form which is natural to it. We have for a great while 

expected what kind of ornament. would be ſubſtitoted in 

| the place of thoſe antiquated commodes. + But our female 

* projectors were all the laſt ſummer ſo taken up with the 
47 improvement of their petticoats, that they had not time 
to attend any thing elſe; but having at length ſufficient 

ly adorned their lower parts, they now begin to turn 

their thoughts upon the other extremity, as well remem- 

bering the old kitchen proverb, that if you light your fire 


R. at both ends, the middle will ſhift for itſelf. 

I aM engaged in this ſpeculation by a ſight which I lately 
le- met with at the opera. As I was ſtanding in the hinder part 
at of the box, I took notice of alittle cluſter of women ſittin 
Wo together in the prettieſt coloured hoods that I ever ſaw, 
ve One of them was blue, another yellow, and another philo- 
en mot; the fourth was of a pink colour, and the fifth of a pale 
ad green. 1 looked with as much pleaſure upon this litile 


parti - coloured aſſembly, as upon a bed of tulips, and did 
not know at firſt whether it might not be an embaſly of 


1 
d. Indian queens ; but, upon my going about into the pit, 
d and taking them in front, I was immediately undeceived, 
'e and ſaw ſo much beauty in ay face, that I found them all 
* to be Engli/h. Such eyes and lips, cheeks and forcheads, 
75 could be the growth of no other country. The com- 
d plexion of their faces hindered me from obſerving any far» 
* ther the colour of cheir hoods, though I could eaſily per- 


ceive by that unſpeakable ſatisfaction which appeared in 
their looks, that their own thoughts were wholly taken 
up on thoſe pretty ornaments they wore upon their heads, 

IA informed that this faſhion ſpreads daily, inſomuch 
| that the Whig and Tory ladies begin already to hang out 
* different colours, and to ſhew their principles in their head - 
dreſs. Nay, if I may believe my friend WIII HoxEtys» 
cou, there is a certain old coquette of his acquaintance, 
who intends to appear very ſuddenly in a rainbow hood, 
like the Iris in Dryden's Virgil, not queſtioning but that 
among ſuch variety of colours ſhe ſhal have a charm for 
4 every heart, 7 + ang 
| My friend WII L, whe very much values himſelf up- 
on his great inſights into gallantry, tells me, that he Can 


n 
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already gueſs at the humour a lady is in by her hood, as 
the courtiers of Morocco know the diſpoſition of their pre- 
Tent emperor by the colour of the dreſs which he puts on, 
When Meliſinda wraps her head in flame colour, her 
heart is ſet upon execution, When ſhe covers it with 

urple, I would not, ſays he, adviſe ber lover to approach 

er; but if ſhe appears in white, it is peace, and he may 
hand her out of her box with ſafety. 

W1LL informs me likewiſe, that theſe hoods may be uſed 
as ſignals. Why elſe, favs he, does Cornelia always put on 
a black hood when her huſband is gone into the country ? 

SUCH are my friend Hoxntycoms's dreams of gal- 
lantry. For my own part, I impute this diverſity of co - 

Jours in the hoods to the diverſity of complexion in the 
faces of my pretty country women, Ovid, in his art of 
love, has given ſome precepts as to this particular, tho? 
T find they are different from thoſe which prevail among 
the moderns. He recommends a red ſtriped {ilk to the 
pale complexion ; white to the brown, and dark tothe fair, 
On the contrary, my friend WILL, who pretends to be a 
greater maſter in this art than Ovid, tells me, that the 
paleſt features look the molt agreeable in white Sarſenet; 
that a face which is overfluſhed appears to advantage in 
the deepeſt ſcarlet, and that the darkeſt complexion, is 
not a little alleviated by a black hood, In ſhort, he is for 
loſing the colour of the face in that of the hood, as a fire 
burns dimly, and a candle goes half out, in the light of the 
ſun, This, ſays he, your Ovid himſelf has hinted, where 
he treats of theſe matters, when he tells us that the blue 
water nymphs are dreſſed in ſcy- coloured garments ;, and 


that Aurora, who always appears in the light of the tiſing 
fun, is robed in ſaffron, 


9 


WHETHE& theſe his obſervations are juſtly grounded 


I cannot tell; but I have often known him, as we haye 
ſtood together behind the ladies, praiſe or diſpraiſe the 
complexion of a face which he never ſaw, from obſerv- 
ing the colour of her hood, and has been very ſeldom. out 
in theſe his gueſſes, | 1 004 
As 1 have nothing more at heart than the honour and 
improvement of the fair ſex, I cannot conclude this paper 
without an exhortation to the Hritiſh ladies, that they 
would excel the women of all other nations as much in 


L 
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virtue and good ſenſe, as they do in beauty; which the 

may certainly do, if they will be as induſtrious to culti- 
vate their minds, as they are to adora their bodies: in 
the mean while I ſhall recommend to their moſt ſerious 
conſideration the ſaying of an old Greek poet, | 
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I vers eft, quod ego mihi puto palmarium, 
Me reperiſſe, quomodo adoleſcentulus 
Mereiricum ingenia ei mares poſſit noſcere : 
Mature ut cum cognorit perpetus oderit. | 
Tx, Bun. act. 5. ſc, 4. 


bool upon it as my maſter- piece, that I have found out 
how @ young fellow may know the diſpoſition" and 
behaviour of harlots, and by early knowing come'ts 
deteſt them. 


N? vice or wickedneſs which people fall into from in- 
dulgence to deſires which are natural to all, ought 
to place them below the compaſſion of the virtuous part of 
the world, which indecd often makes me a little apt to 
Tuſpe& the ſincerity of their virtue, who are too warmly 
provoked at other people's perſonal fins, The unlawful 
commerce of the ſexes is of all other the hardeſt to avoid; 
and yet there is no one which you ſhall hear the rigider 
part of womankind ſpeak of with ſo little mercy, It is 
very certain that a modeſt woman cannot abher the breach 
of chaſtity too much; but pray let her hate it for herſelf, 
and only pity it in others. WII I HoxEYCOou calls 
theſe over-offended ladies, the outrageouſly virtuous. - 
I do not deſign to fall upon failures in general, with 
relation to the gift of chaſtity, but at preſent only enter 
upon that large field, and begin with the conſideration of 
poor and public whores. The other evening paſſing along 
"near Covent-garden, 1 was jogged on the elbow as I turned 
into the piazza, on the right hand coming out of Yames- 


fireet;vy a ſlim young girl of about ſeventeen, who. with 
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a pert air aſked me, if I was for a pint of wine, I do not 
know but 1 ſhould have indulged ny curioſity in having 
ſome chat with her, but that I am informed the man of 
the. Bumper knows me; and it would have made a lory 
for him not very agreeable to ſome part of my wrirmgs, 
tho” I have in others ſo frequently ſaid that Lam wholly 
unconcerned in any ſcene I am in, but merely as a Se- 
ator, This impediment being in my way, we ſtood auder 
one of the arches by twilight; and there I could ablerve 
as exact features as I had ever ſeen, the moit agreeable 
ſhape, the ſineſt neck and boſom, in a word, the whole per- 
ſon of a woman cxquilitely beautiful. She affected to ature 
me with a forced wantonneſs in her look and air; but 1 
. aw it checked with hunger and cold: her eyes were wan 
and eager, her dreſs thin. and tawdry, her mein, genteel 
and chuldiſh. This ſtrange figure gave me much anguiſh of 
heart, and to avoid being ſeen with her I went away, but 
could- not forbear giving her a crown, The poor thing 
ſighed, curtfied, and with a bleſſing, expreſſed with the 
_ utmoſt vehemence, turned from me. This creature is what 
they call zew!ly come upon the town, but. who, I ſuppoſe, 
Falling into cruel hands was left in the firſt month from 
ber diſhonour, and expoſed to paſs thro' the hands and 
. diſcipline of one of thoſe hags of hell whom we call bawds. 
- But leſt I ſhould grow too ſuddenly grave on this ſubject, 
and be myſelf outragiouſly good, I ſhall turn io a ſcene 
in one of Fletcher's plays where this character is drawn, 
and the ceconomy of whoredom molt admirably deſcribed. 
Ihe paſſage 1 would point to is in the third ſcene of the 
ſecond act of the humorous lieutenant, Leucippe who is 
agent for the king's Juſt, and bawds at the ſame time for 
the whole court, is very pleaſantly introduced, reading 
her minutes as a perſon of buſineſs, with two maids, her 
under · ſecretaries, taking inſtructions at a table before her. 
Her women, both thoſe under her preſent tutelage, and 
thoſe which ſhe is laying wait for, are alphabetically ſet 
down in her book ; and ſhe is looking over the letter C, 
in a muttering voice, as if between ſoliloquy and ſpeak- 
ing out, ſhe ſays, 7 


_ Her maiden- bead will yield me ; let me ze now; | 
1; She is noi. fiſteen they ſay + for her complexiatimo—e 


As > a9 v . red . 
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Aloe, Cloe, Cloe, here I have her, * he 
Cloe, the daughter of a country gentleman ; 
Her age upon fifteen. Now her complexion. © 
A lovely brown ; here tit; eyes black and rolling. 
The body neatly built: ſhe ſtrites a lute well, 
Sings moſt enticingly : theſe helps confider'd, 
Her maiden-head will amount to ſome three hundred. 
Or three hundred and fifty crowns, ſavill bear it hand- 
Her father's pror, fome little ſhare deductad, ( ſeniiy. 
To buy bim à hunting nag 55 W 


Tat sr creatures "are very well inſtructed in the eir- 
cumſtances and manners of all who are any way related 
to the fair one whom they have a defign upon. As Cloe 
is to be purchaſed with 3 50 crowns, and the father taken 
off with a pad; the merchant's wife next to her, who 
abounds in plenty, is not to have downright money, but 
the mercenary part of her mind is engaged with a preſent 
of plate and a little ambition. She is made to underſtand 
that it is a man of quality who dies for her. The exa- 
mination of a young girl for buſineſs, and the crying down 
her value for being a {light thing, together with every o- 
ther circumſtance in the ſcene, are inimitably excellent, 
and have the true ſpirit of comedy; tho' it were to be 
wiſhed the author had added a circumſtance which ſnould 
make Leucippe's baſeneſs more odious. 

IT muſt not bc thought a digreſſion from my intended 
2 to talk of bawds in a diſcourſe upon wenches; 

or a woman of the town is not thoroughly and properly 
ſuch, without having gone through the education of one 
of theſe houſes, But the compaſſionate caſe of very many 
is, that they are taken into ſuch hands without any thelealt 
ſaſpicion, previous temptation, or admonition to what place 

y are going. The laſt week I went to an inn in the 
city to inquire for ſome provifions which were ſent by a 
waggon out of the country: and as I waitcd in one of the 
boxes till the chamberlain had looked over his parecl* x 
heard an old and a young voice repeating the el and 
reſponſes of the church catechiſm I thought it no breach 
of good manners to pcep at a creviſe, and look in at people 
ſo employed; but who fhoald 1 fee there but the moſt art · 


ful procureſs in the town, examining a moſt beautiful 
Vor. Iv. F 
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country girl, who had come up in the ſame waggan with 
my things, #hether ſhe was well educated; could forbear 
playing the. wanton with ſervants and idle fellows, of 
which: this town, ſays ſhe, i to full: at the ſame time, 
whether ſhe knew. enough of breeding, as that if a / utre 
or a gentleman, or one that was her betters, ſhou 4 give 
her. a civil ſalute, ſhe ſhould curtſy and be humble neuer- 
theleſs. Her innocent for/o0th's, ye's, and't pleaſe you's, 
and ſhe would do her endeavour, moved the good old lady 
to take her out of the hands of a country bamkin her bro- 
ther, and hire her for her own maid. I ſtaid till I faw 
them all marched out to take coach; the brother loaded 
with a great cheeſe, he prevailed upon her to take for her 
civilities to his filter. This poor creature's fate is not ſar 
off that of hers whom I ſpoke of above, and it is not to 
be.doubted, but after ſhe has been long enough a pre 

to luſt, ſhe will be delivered over to famine, The 20 
commendation of the induſtry and charity of theſe anti» 
quated ladies, theſe directors of ſin, after they can no longer 
commit it. makes up the beauty of the inimitable dedica» 
tion to the Plaiu- dealer, and is a maſter- piece of rallery 
on this vice. But to underſtand all the purlues of this game 
the better, and to illuſtrate this ſubject in future diſcourſes, 
I muſt venture myſelf, with my friend WI IL, into the 
baunts of beauty and gallantry; from pampered vice in 
the habitations of the wealthy, to diſtreſſed indigent 
wickedneſs expelled the harbours of the brothel, _. T 
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Cedite Romani ſcriptores, cedite Graii, (A 541 
PROPERT. cl. 34. 1.12, v. 65. 


_ Give place, ye Roman, and ye Grecian wils, 


P is nothing in nature ſo irkſome as general 
N diſcourſes, eſp<cially when they turn chiefly upon 
words. For this reaſon I ſhall wave the diſcuſſion of that 
point, which was ſtarted ſome years ſuce, whether Mile 
tons Paradiſe loft may be called an heroic poem ; t 


who. will not give it that title, may call it (if they pleaſe) 
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A divine poem. It will be ſufficient to its perfection, if it 
has in it all the beauries of the higheſt kind of poetry; 
and as for thoſe who alledge it is not an heroic poem, they 
advance no more to the diminution of it, than if they 
ſhould ſay Adam is not Aneas, nor Eve Helen. 

{ 8HALL therefore examine it by the rules of epic poe- 
try; and ſee whether it falls ſhort of the Iliad or Eueid, 
in the beauties which are eſſential to that kind of writing. 
The firſt thing to be conſidered in an epic poem, is the 
fable, which is perfect or imperfect, according as the action 
which it relates is more or leſs ſo. This ation ſhould have 
three qualifications in it, Fir/?, It ſhould be but one adion; 
Secondly, It ſhould be an entire action; and, Thirdly, It 
ſhould be a great action. To conſider the action of the 
Iliad, Eneid, and Paradiſe !;/t,intheſe three ſeveral lights, 
Homer, to preſerve the unity of his action, haſtens into the 
midſt of things, as Horace has obſerved: had he gone up 
to Leda's egg, or begun much later, even at the rape of 
Helen, or the inveſting of Troy, it is manifeſt that the ſtory 
of the poem would have been a ſeties of ſeveral actions. 
He therefore opens his poem with the diſcord of his princes, 
and artfully interweaves, in the ſeveral ſucceeding parts ot 
it, an account of every thing material which relates to them, 
and had paſſed before that fatal diſſenſion. After the ſaine 
manner, /Eneas makes his fitſt appearance in the Tyrrherie 
ſeas, and within ſight of Lalh, becauſe the action propoſed 
to be celebrated was that of his ſettling himſelf in Latium. 
But becauſe it was neceſſary for the reader to know what 
had happened to him in the taking of Troy, and in the 
preceeding parts of his voyage, Virgil makes his hero re- 

te it by way of epiſode in the ſecond and third books of 
the Æueid. The contents of both which books come be- 
fore thoſe of the firſt book in the thread of the ſtory, tho? 
for preſerving of this unity of action, they follow them in 
the diſpoſition of the poem. Milton, in imitation of theſe 
two great poets, opens his Paradiſe laſt with an inſernal 
council plotting the fall of man, which is the action he 
propoſed to celebratc ; and as for thoſe great actors, which 
preceeded in point of time, the battle of the angels, and 
the creation of the world, (whicly vould have entirely de- 
ſtroyed the unity of his principal action, had he rclated 
them in the ſame order that they happened) he caſt them 
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into the fifth, ſixth, and ſeventh books, by way of epi- 
ſode to this. noble poem. l 


\ 
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ARISTOTLE himſelf allows, that Homer has no- 
thing to boaſt of as to the unity of his fable, tho? at the 
ſame time that great critic and philoſopher endeavours to 

Hate this jon re in the Greek poet, by imputing 
it in ſome meaſure to the very nature of an epic poem. 
Some have been of opinion, that the Æueid alſo labours 
in this particular, and has epiſodes which may be looked 
upon as excreſences rather than as parts of the action. On 
the the contrary, the poem, which we have now under 
our conſideration, hath no other epiſodes than ſuch as 
naturally ariſe from the ſubject, and yet is ſilled with ſuch 
a multitude of aſtoniſhing incidents, that it gives us at the 
ſame time a pkeaſure of the greateſt variety, and of the 
greateſt fimplicity ; uniform in its nature, tho' diverſiſicd 
m the execution, 

I MvsT obſerve alſo, that as Virgil, in the poem which 
was deſigned to celebrate the original of the Roman empire, 
has deſcribed the birth of its great rival, the Carthaginian 
common wealth; Milton, with the like art in his poem on 79 
the fall of man, has related the fall of thoſe angels who g 
are his profeſſed enemies. Beſides the many other beauties RY 
in ſuch an epiſode, its running 78 with the great acti - 
on of the poem hinders it from breaking the unity ſo much 
as another epiſode would have done, that had not ſo great | 
an affinity with the principal ſubject. In ſhort, this is the 5. 
fame kind of beauty which the critics admire in the Spa- 
miſh Frier, or the Double Diſcovery where the two differ» 
ent plots look like counterparts and eopies of one another, 
| THe fecond qualification required in the action of an 

epic poem, is, that it ſhould be an entire action. An acti- 

| on is entire when it is complete in all its parts; or, as 
Ariſtotle deſcribes it, when it conſiſts of a beginning, a 
middle, and an end. Nothing ſhould go before it, be in- 
| termixed with it, or following after it, that is not relat- 

| ed to it. As on the contrary, no ſingle ſtep ſhould be omit- 
1 ted in that juſt and regular proceſs which it mult be ſup» 
| poſed to take from its original to its conſummation, Thus 
we ſee the anger of Achilles in its birth, its continuance and 
effect; and Aneas's ſeitlement in Italy, carried on thro? alt 
the oppoſitions in his way to it both by ſea and land. The 
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action in Milton excels (I think) both the former in this 
particular; we ſee it contrived in hell, executed upo 
earth, and puniſhed by heaven. The parts of it are told 
in the moſt diſtinct manner, and grow out of one another 
in the moſt natural method. i ” 

Tae third qualification of an epic poem is its great neſt. 
The anger of Achilles was of ſuch conſequence that it em- 
broiled the kings of Greece, deſtroyed the heroes of Troy, 
and engaged all the gods in factions. AZrcar's ſettlement 
in Italy produced the Cæſars, and gave birth to the Ro- 
man empire. Milton's ſabje& was ſtill greater than either 
of the former; it does not determine the fate of ſingle 

rſons or nations, but of a whole ſpecies. The united 
powers of hell are joined together for the deſtraQion of 
mankind, which they effected in part, and would have 
completed, had not Omnipotence itſelf interpoſed, The 
principal actors are man in his greateſt perfection, and wo- 
man in her higheſt beauty. Their enemies are the fallen 
angels. The Meſliah their friend, and the Almighty their 
protęctor. In ſhort, every thing that is great in the Whole 
circle of being, wheiker within the verge of nature, or 
out of it, has a proper part aſſigned it in this noble poem. 

Ix poetry, as in architecture, not only the whole, but 
the priacipat members, and every part of them, ſhould be 

reat. I vill not preſume to ſay, that the book of games 
in the Æueid, or that in the 7/iad, are not of this nature, 
nor to reprehend Virgil's ſimile of the top, and many other 
of the ſame kind in the liad, as liable to anyeenſure in 
this particular; but I think we may ſay, without dero- 
gating from thoſe wonderful performaaces, that there is 
an unqueſtionable magnificence in every part of Paradiſe 
leſi, and indeed a much greater than could have been 
formed upon avy pagan ſyſtem, 

Bur Ariſtatle, by the greatneſs of the action, does not 
only mean that it ſhould be great in its nature, but alſo in 
us duration; or, in other words, that it {hould have a due 
leogth in it, as well as what we properly call greatneſs. 
The juſt meaſure of this kind of magnitude, he explains 
by the following ſimilitude. An animal, no bigger than 
à mite, cannot appear perfect to the eye, becauſe the fight 
takes it in at once, and has only æ confuſed idea of the 
whole, and not a diſlinct idea of all its parts; if on the 
. | F 3 7 
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contrary you ſhould ſuppoſe an animal of ten thouſand fur- 
longs in length, the eye would be ſo filled with affingle 
part of it, that it could not give the mind an idea of the 
whole. What theſe animals are to the eye, a very ſhort 
or a very long action would be to the memory. The firſt 
would be, as it were, loſt and ſwallowed up by it, and 
the other difficult to be contained in it. Homer and Vir- 
gil hath ſhewn their principal art in that particular ; the 
action of the //iad, and that of the Rueid, weit in them» 
ſelves excecding ſhort, but are ſo beautifully extended and 
diverſified by the invention of Epr/odes, and the machiner. 
of pods, with the like poetical ornaments that they mall 
up an agreeable ſtory ſufficient to employ the memory 
without overcharging it. Miiton's, action is enriched with 
ſuch a variety of circumſtances, that I have taken as much 
leaſure in reading the contents of his books, as in the beſt 
inrented ſtory I ever met with. It is poſſible, that the tra- 
ditions, on which the [/iad and Z#neid were built, had 
more circumſtances in them than the hiſtory of The fall 
of man, as it is related in ſcripture. Beſides, it was eaſier 
for Homer and Virgil to daſh the truth with fiction; as 
they were in no danger of offending the religion of tlieir 
country by it. But as for Milton, he had not only a very 
few circumſtances upon which to raiſe his pom, but was 
alſo obliged to proceed with the greateſt caution in every 
thing that he added out of his own invention. And, in- 
deed, notwithſtanding all the reſtraints he was under, he 
has filled Mis ſtory with ſo many ſurpriſing incidents, which 
bear ſo cloſe an analogy with what is delivered in holy 
writ, that it is capable of pleaſing the molt delicate rea- 
der, without giving offence to the moſt ſerupulous. 
THz modern critics have collected from ſeveral hints in 
the 1/iad and Æneid the ſpace of time, which is taken up 
by the action of each of thoſe poems; but as a great part 
of Milion's ſtory was tranſacted in regions that 5 out bf 
the reach of the fan and the ſphere of day, it is impoſſi- 
ble to'gratify the reader with ſuch a calculation, Which 
indeed would be morc curious than inſtructive; none of 
the critics, either antient or modern, having laid doun 
rules to cireumſeribe the action of an epic poem with any 
determin'd number of years, days or hours. 
"This priece'of criticiſm on Milton's Paradife Loſt, Hall 
be carried on in the following Saturdays papers. L 
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Hos. Sat. 3, 1, 1. V. 39. 
He cannoi bear the rallery of the age. Catel. 


I is not that I think I have been more witty than I ought 
| late, that at preſent I wholly forbear any attempt 
towards it: I am of opinion that'l ought ſometimes to lay 
before the world the plain letters of my correſpondents in 
the artleſs dreſs in which they haſtily ſend them, that the 
reader may ſee | am not accuſerand judge myſelf, but that 
the indictment is properly and fairly laid, before I proceed 
again(b.the criminal. | 


Mr SreECTATOR, 

$ A you are Spectator- general, I apply myſelf to you 
8 in the following caſt, viz. I do not wear a ſword; 
but I often divert myſelf at the theatre, where I fre- 
© quently ſee a ſet of fellows pull plain people, by way 
of humour and frolic, by the noſe, upon frivolous or 
© no occafions. A friend of mine the other night ap- 
©, plauding what a graceful exit Mr Miltes made, one of 
© |theſe. noſe-wringers over-hearing bim, pinched him by 
© the noſe,” I was in the pit the other night, (when it 
© was-very much crouded) a gentleman leaning upon me, 
© and very heavily, I very cwilly requeſted him to re- 
move his hand; for which he pulled me by the noſe, 
© 1 would not reſent it in ſo public a place, becauſe I was 
© unwilling to ercate a diſturbance z but have ſince re- 
© flected upon it as a thing that is unmanly and diſinge- 
nuous, renders the noſe- puller odious, and makes the 
perſon pulled by the noſe look little and contemptible. 
This grievance I humbly requeſt you would cadeavour 
Ito todreſs. . 19111 1114 I 
4M Hi 117: 4 am your Admiret, &c. - F 
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Me SxECTATOR, Acne 
c "OUR diſcourſe of the 29th of December on love 
and marriage is of ſo uſeful a kind, chat I cannot 
© forbear adding my thoughts to yours on that ſubject. 
© Methinks it is a misfortune, that the marriage ftate, 
© which in its own nature is adapted to give us the com- 
© pleateſt happineſs: this life is capable of, ſhould be ſo 
© uncomfortable a one to ſo many as it daily proves. But 
© the miſchief generally proceeds from the unwiſe choice 
people make tor themſclves, and an expectation of hap- 
pineſs from things not capable of giving it. Nothing 
but the good qualities of the perſon beloved can be a 
foundation for a love of judgment and diſcretion; and 
« whoever expects happineſs from any thing but virtue, 
* wiſdom, good humour, and a ſimilitude of manners, 
© will find themſelves widely miſtaken. But how few 
are there who ſeck after theſe things, and do not ra- 
ther make riches their chief, if not their only aim? 
© How rare is it for a man, when he engages himſelf in 
© the thoughts of marriage, to place his hopes of having 
* in ſuch a woman a conſtant agreeable companion? one 
© who will divide his cares and double his joys ? who 
© will manage that ſhare of his eſtate he entruſts to her 
conduct with prudence and frugality, govern his houſe 
* with ceconomy and diſcretion, and be an ornament to 
© himſelf and family? Where ſhall we find the manayho 
looks out for one who places her chief happineſs in the 
practice of virtue, and makes her duty her continual 
© pleaſure? No: men rather ſeek for money as the 
* complement of all their deſires ; and et 4 of what: 
© kind of wives they take, they think riches will be a mi - 
niſter to all kind of pleaſures, and enable them to keep; 
© miltreſ{ſes, horſes, hounds, to drink, feaſt, and game 
©, with their companions, pay their debts contracted by for · 
mer .cxtravagancics. or ſome ſuch wile and unworthy. 
end; and indulge themſelves in pleaſures which are a 
ſhame and ſcandal to human nature. Now as, for the 
© women; how ſew of them are there who place the hap- 
© pinceſs of their marriage in the having a wiſe and virtu- 
© ous friend? one who will be faithful and juſt to . 
* and conſtant and loving to them who with care and 


©-Giligence will Jook after and improve the eſtate, and: 
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vithout grudging, allow whatever is prudent and — 
*. nient? Rather, how few are there who do not place < eir 
* happineſs in out-ſhining others in pomp and ſhow ? and 
that do not think within themſelves, when they have 
married ſuch a rich perſon, that none of their acquain- 
tance ſhall appear ſo fine in their equipage, ſo adorned 
in their perſons, or ſo magnificent in their furniture as 
* themſelves? Thus their heads are filled with vain ideas; 
4 
4 


and I hear tily wiſh I could ſay that equipage and ſhow- 
were not the chief good of ſo many women as Ifear it is. 
* AFTER this manner do both ſexes deceive themfelves, 
and bring reflexions and diſgrace upon the moſt happy 
and molt honourable ſtate of life; — if they would 
but correct their depraved taſte, moderate their ambiti- 
on, and place their happineſs upon proper objects, we 
ſhould not find felicity in the marriage ſtate fach a 
| wonder in the world as it now is, 

3 Sia, if you think theſe thoughts worth inſerting a- 

| © mong your own, be pleaſed to give them a better dreſs, 
and let thefn paſs abroad; and you will oblize 


Tour Admirer, + 


A. B. 


Mr Sexctaros, 


A 1 was this day walking in the ſtreet, there hap- 
pened to paſs by on the other fide of the way a 
beauty, whoſe charms were ſo attracting that it drew 
my eyes wholly on that ſide, inſomuch that I neglected 
my own way, and chanced to run my noſe directly a- 

ainſt a poſt ; which the lady no ſooner perecired, but 
Fell out into a fit of laughter, though at the ſame time 
ſhe was ſenſible that herſelf was the cauſe of my mif- 
fortune, which in my opinion was the greater aggrava- 
tion of her crime, I being buſy wiping off the blood 
which trickled down my face, had not time to acquaint 
her with her barbarity as alſo with my reſolution, viz. 
never to look out of my way for one of her ſex more: 
therefore that your humble ſervant may be revenged, 
he deſires you to inſert this in one of your next papers, 
which he hopes will be a warning to all the reſt of the 
women gazers, as well as to poor 


* 


ANTHONY GAPE, 


70 Tus SPECTATOR, We 268. 


Mr SrECTATOR, 4 : # (ha 

. I DESIRE. to know in your next, if the merry 
game of The parſen has loft his cloke, is not mighti - 
ly in vogue amongſt the fine ladies this Chri/imar;-be- 
cauſe I ſee they wear hoods of all colours, which I ſup- 
© poſe is for that purpoſe; if it is, and you think it pra- 
© 'per, I will carry ſome of thoſe hoods with mie to our la- 
dies in York/hire; becauſe they enjoined me to bri 

© them ſomething from London that was very new. 1 
you can tell any thing in which I can obey their com- 
* mands more agreeably, be pleaſed to inform me, and 


* you will extremely oblige 
$ID Yoar humble Servant. 


My Sricrarox, Oxford, Dec. 29. 
QI you appear inclined to be a friend to the dif 
treſſed, I beg you would aſſiſt me in an affair under 
which I have ſuffered very much. The reigoing toaſt of 
this place is Petitia ; 1 have purſued her with the ut- 
molt diligence this twelvemonth, and find nothing ſtands 
in my way but one who flatters her more than I can, 
Pride is her favourite paſſion; therefore if you will be 
fo far my friend as to make a favourable mention of her 
in one of your papers, I believe I ſhould not fail in 
addreſſes. The ſcholars ſtand in rows, as they did to be 
* ſare in your time, at her pew- door; and ſhe has all the 
* devotion paid to her by a croud of youths who are un- 
* acquainted with the ſex, and have inexperience added 
to their paſſion : however, if it Tacceeds according to 
my vows, you will make me the v7 cy man in the 
Vwotld, and the moſt obliged among al | 


Teur humbls Servants, 


2 * 
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Mr Srrcrarox, | 1. 
* F CAME to my miſtreſſes's toilet this morning, ſor 1 
4 am admitted when her face is ſtark naked ſhe 
* frowned, and cried piſh when I ſaid a thing that 1 ſtole 
and I will be judged by you whether it was not very 
pretty. Madam, ſaid I, you ſhall forbexr that part of 
* your dreſs; it may be well in others but you -Gancot 
place @ patch where it does not hide a beauty, T 
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Mos rariſima naſtro | 


And brings our old ſimplicity again.  Davypen. 


Was this morning ſurpriſed with a great knocking at 
the door, when my landlady's daughter came up to 
me, and told me, that there was a man below deſired to 
ſpeak with me, Upon my aſking her who it was, ſhe told 
me it was a very grave c|derly perſon, but that ſhe did 
not know his name. I immediately went down to him, 
and found him to be the coachman of my worthy friend 
Sir Roc DE CoyERLEY. He told me that his maſter 
came to town laſt night, and would be glad to take a turn 
with me in Grays-inn walks. As I was wondering in my- 
ſelf what had brought Sir Ro Ex to town, not having late- 
ly receivegany letter from him, he told me that his maſter 
was come up to get a ſight of prince Eugene, and that he 
deſired I would immediately meet him. | 

. was not a little pleaſed with the curioſity of the old 
knight, though I did not much wonder at it, having heard 
him ſay more than once in private diſcourſe, that he looked 
upon prince Eugenio (for fo the knight always calls him) 
to, be àa greater man than Scanderbeg. 

, was no ſooner come into Grays-inn walks, but Theard 
my friend upon the terrace hemming twice or thrice to 
hiniſelf with great vigour, for he loves to clear his pipes 
in good air, 0 make uſe of his own phraſe) and is not 
a little pleaſed with any one who TED notice of the 
ſtrength which he [till exerts in his morning hemms. 

I was touched with a ſecret joy at the ſight of the good 
old man, who before he faw-me*was'enpaged in conver- 
ſation with a beggar man that had aſſecd an alms of him, 
Icouſd hear my Fiend chide him for not finding out ſome 
work; but at the ſame time ſaw him put his hand in his 
pocket and give him ſixpene . | 
Ou ſalutations were very hearty on both ſides, eonſiſt- 
ing of many kind of ſhakes of the hand, and fereral af- 
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fectionate looks which we caſt upon one another. Aſter 


which the knight told me, my good friend his chaplain 


Was very well, and much at my ſervice, and that the 
_ Sunday before he had made a moſt incomparable ſermon out 


of Dr Barrow, I have left, ſays he, all my affairs in bis 


hands, and being willing to lay an obligation upon him, 
_. have depoſited with him thirty merks, to be diltribured 
among his poor pariſhioners. + - | | 
x then proceeded to acquaint me with the welfare 
of Hil] Winble. Upon which he put his hand into his 


fob, and preſented me in his name with a tobacco ſtopper, 


| telling me, that Vill had been buſy all the beginning of 


the winter, in turning great quantities of them; and that 
he made a preſent of one to every gentleman in the coun · 


try who has good principles, and ſmokes, He added, 


that poor Will was 2 under great tribulation, 


taken the law of him for cuttin 
ſome hazel ſticks out of one of his hedges. | 


AMONG other pieces of news which the knight brought 
from his country ſeat, he informed me that Moll White 
was dead; and that about a month after her geath the 


.. wind was fa very high, that it blew down the end of one 


of his barns. But tor my own part, ſays Sir Roca, I 


do not think that the old woman had any hand in it, 


" He afterwards fell into an account of the diverſions which 


had pailed in his houſe during the holidays; for Sir Ro- 


GER, after the laudable cuſtom of his anceſtors, always 
keeps open houſe at Chriimas. I learned from him, that 
he had killed eight fat hogs for this ſeaſon, that he had dealt 
about his chines very liberally amongſt his neighbours, aud 
that in particular he had ſent a ſtring of hogs-puddings 


with a 2 of cards to every poor family in the pariſh, I 
t 


have often thought, ſays Sir Ro dex, it happens very well 
that Chri//mas Hould all out in the middle of winter. It 
is the moſt dead and uncomfortable time of the year, when 
the poor peopic would ſuffer very much from their pover- 
ty and cold, if they had not good cheer, warm fires, and 
Chrifimas gambols to ſupport them. I love to rejoice their 
poor hearts at this — — and to ſce the whole villa 

merry in my great hall. I allow a double quantity of malt 
to my ſmall beer, and ſet it a running for twelve days to 


every one that calls for it. I have always a piece of cold 
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beef and a mince - pye upon the table, and am wonderful» 
ly pleaſed to ſee my tenants paſs away a whole evening in 
playing their innocent tricks, and ſmutting one another. 
Our friend Will Wimble is as merry as any of them, and 
ſhews # thouſand roguiſh tricks upon theſe occaſions. ' 

I was-very much delighted with the reflexion of my 
old friend, which carried ſo much goodneſs init; He then 
lanched out into the praiſe of the late act of parliament 
for ſecuring the church of -Ergland, and told me, with 
great — that he believed it already began to 
take effect, for that a rigid diſſenter, who chanced to dine 
at his kouſe on Chri/timas day, had been obſerved to eat 


very plentifully of his plamb-porridge. 


AFTER having diſpatched all our country matters, Sir 
Roc made ſeveral inquiries concerning the club, and 
particularly of his old antagoniſt Sir Andrew FREEPORT. 
He afked me with a kind of ſmile, whether Sir AnDREw 
had not taken the advantage of his abſence, to vent a+ 
mong them ſore of his republican doctrines; but ſoon af- 
ter gathering up his countenance into a more than ordi- 
nary ſeriouſneſs, Tell me truly, ſays he, don't you think 
Sir A&DAEW had a hand in the pope's proceſſion bur 
without giving me time to anſwer him, well, well, fays 
he; know you are a wary man, and do not care to talk 


of public matters. 


Tur knight then aſked me if I had ſeen prince Fagena, 
and made me »romile to get him a ſtand in ſome convę- 

nient place where he might have a full fight of that Fer) 
ordinary man, whoſe preſence does fo much honour. to 


the Hritiſb nat. He dwelt very long on the praiſes of 


this great geo<r:l, and I found that, ſince I was with him 


in the country, he had drawn many obſervations together 
out of his readin2 in Baker's chronicle, and other authors, 


who always Ic in his hall window, which very much te- 
dound to the honour of this prince, 
Having paſſed away the greateſt part of the morning 


in hearing the {aighr's reflextons, which were partly pri- 
vate, and partly*po!itical, he aſked me if 1 would ſmoke a 


pipe with him over A diſk of coffee ar Squire's. As love 


o 


the old man, I take delight in complying with every thing 

"that is agreeable to him, and according 

to the coffee ·houſe, where his venerable fgtre dre upon 
| G 


waited on him 


Vor, IV. 


us the eyes of the whole room. He had no ſooner ſeated 
himſelf at the upper end of the high table, but he called 
for a clean pipe, a paper of tobacco, a diſh of coffee, a 
wax - candle, and the Supplement, with ſuch an ait of 
chearſulneſs and good humour, that all the boys in the 
coffee · rbom (who ſeemed to take pleaſure in ſerving him) 
were at once employed on his ſeveral errands, inſomuch 
that no body elſe could come at a diſh of tea, till the 
knight had got all his convenieneies about him. L 
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Dicit enim citids, meminitque libentiis illud, 
Quad quis deridet, qu dm quod probat. 
x Ho R. Ep. 1. I. 2. v. 262. 


For what's derided by the cens'ring crowd, 
Is thought on mere than what is juſt and good, 
| 9 CREECH, 


The not know that I have been in greater delight for 
A theſe many years, than in beholding the boxes at the 
play the laſt time the Scernſul Lady was acted. So great an 
aſſembly of ladies placed in gradual rows in all the orna- 
ments of jewels, ſilks and colours, gave ſo lively and gay 
an reien to the heart, that methought the ſeaſon of 
the year was vaniſhed; and 1 did not think it an ill ex- 
Sreffon of a young fellow who {ſtood near me, that called 


the boxes thoſe beds of tulips; It was a pretty variation 


of the proſpect, when any one of thoſe fine ladies roſe up 
and did honour to herſelf and friend at a diſtance, by curt- 
ſhing ; and gare opportunity to that friend to ſhew her 
charms to the ſame advantage in returning the ſalutation. 
Here that action is as proper and graceful, as it is at church 
unbecoming and impertinent. By the way, I muſt take the 
libetty to obſerve,that I did not ſee any one who is uſually fo 
full of eivilities at church. offer at any ſuch indecorum dur- 
iyg any part of the action of the play. Such beautiful pro- 
4pedts gladden our minds, and when conſidered in general, 
give innocent and pleabyg ideas, He that dwells upon any 
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one object of beauty may fix his imagination to his diſquier; . 
but the contemplation of a whole aſſembly together, is a 
defence againſt the eacroachment of deſire: at leaſt to me. 
who have taken pains to look at beauty abſttacted from 
the conſideration of its being the object of deſire; at power, 
only as it fits. upon another, without any hopes of partak- 
ing any ſhare of it; at wiſdom and capacity, without any 
pretenſions to rival or envy its acquiſitions: I ſay to me, 
who am really free from forming any hopes by beholding 
the perſons of beautiful women, or warming myſelf into 
ambition from the ſucceſſes of other men, this world is 
not only a mere ſcene, but a very pleaſant one. Did man- 
kind but know the freedom which there is in keeping thus 
aloof from the world, I ſhould have more imitators, than 
the powerfulleſt man in the nation has followers. To be 
no man's rival in love, or competitor in buſineſs, is a cha- 
rater which if it does not recommend you as it ought, to 
benevolence among thoſe whom you live with, yet has it 
certainly this effect, that you do not ſtand ſo much in need 
of their approbation, as you would if you aimed at it more, 
in ſetting your heart on the ſame things which the gene- 
rality dote on. By this means, and with this caſy philo- 
ſophy, 1 am never leſs at a play than when I am at the 
theatre; but indeed I am ſeldom ſo well pleaſed with the 
action as in that place; for moſt men follow nuare no 
longer than while they are in their nighit-gowas, and all 
the buſ y part of the day are in characters which they nci- 
ther become nor act in with pleaſure to themſelves or 
their beholders. But to return to my ladies: I was very 
well ple aſed to ſee ſo great a crowd of them afſembled at 
a play, wherein the heroine, as the phraſe is, is fo juſt a 
picture of the vanity of the ſex in tormenting their admi- 
rers, The lady who pines for the man whom ſhe treats 
with ſo much impertinence and inconſtancy, is drawn with 
much art and humour. Her reſolutions to be extremely 
civil, but her vanity ariling juſt at the inſtant that ſhe re- 
ſolved to expreſs herſclf kindly, are deſcribed as by one 


ho had ſtudied the ſex. But when my admiration is fix+ 


ed upon this excellent character, and two or three others 
in the play, I mult confeſs I was moved with the utmoſt 


indignation at the trivial, ſenſeleſs, and unnatural repre- 


ſcntation of the chaplain. It is poſſible there may be a 
G 2 
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e in holy orders, and we have ſeen one or two of 

em in the world; but ſuch a driveter as Sir Roger, fo 
bereft of all manner of pride, which is the characteriſtic 
of a pedant, is what one would not belicye could come 
into the head of the ſame man who drew the reſt of the 
play. The meeting between Welford and him ſhews a 
wretch without any notion of the dignity of his function; 
and it is out of all common ſenſe that he ſhould give an 
account of hiinſelf as one ſent four or five miles in a morn» 
ing on foot ſer eggs. It is not to be denied, but his part, 
and that of the maid, whom he makes love to, are excel - 
lently well performed; but a thing which is blameable in 
aeſelf, grows {till more ſo by the ſucceſs in the execution 
of it, It is ſo mean a thing-to gratify a looſe age with a 
ſcandalous repreſentation 4. fart. is reputable among men, 
not to ſay what is ſacred, that no beauty, no excellence 
in an author ought to atone for it: nay, ſuch excellence 
is an aggravation of his guilt, and an argument that he 
errs againſt the conviction of his own underſtanding and 
conſcience. Wit ſhould be tried by this rule, and an 
audience ſhould riſe againſt ſuch a ſcene, as-throws 
down the reputation of any thing which the conſideration 
of religion or decency ſhould preſerve from contemp 
But all this evil ariſes from this one corruption of min 
that makes men reſent offences againſt their virtue, leſs 
than thoſe againſt their underſtanding. An author ſhall 
write as if he thought there was not one man of honour 
er woman of chaſtity in the houſe, and come off with aps» 
plauſe :: for an inſult upon all the ten commandments; 
with the little critics, is not ſo bad as the breach of an 
unity of time or place. Half wits do not apprehend the 
miſeries, that muſt neceſſarily flow from degeneracy of 
manners; nor do they know that order is the ſupport of 
fociety. Sir Roger and his miſtreſs are monſters of the 
poer's own forming; the ſentiments in both of them are 
fuch as do not — in fools of their education. We all 
know that a ſilly ſcholar, inſtead of being below every 
one he meets with, is apt to be exalted above the rank 
of ſuch as are really his ſuperiors : his arrogance is always 
founded upon particular notions of diſtinction in his own 
head, accompanied with a pedantic ſcorn of all fortune 
and pre-cminence, when compared with his knowledge” 


WE... 
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and learning. This very one character of Sir Rogers, as 
Glly as it really is, has done more towards the diſparage: 
ment of holy orders, and conſequently of virtue atlelt; 
than all the wit that author or any other could make up 
for in the conduct of the longeſt life after it. I do not pre: 
tend, in ſaying this, to give myſelf airs of more virtue than 
my neighbours, bat alert it from the principles by which 
mankind mult always be governed. Sallies of ima- 
gination are to be overlooked, when they are committed 
out of warmth in the recommendation of what is praiſe · 
worthy ;. but a delibetate advancing of vice, with all the 
wit in the world, is as ill an action as any that comes he- 
fore the magiltrate, and aught to be received as ſuch by 
the people. | | | 
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Mille trahens varios adverſo ſole colores, 
| ViRG. An. 4. v. 701. 
Drawing a thouſand colours from the light. » 
D&zYDEN. 


RECEIVE a double advantage from the letters of 
my correſpondents, firſt, as they ſhew-me' which of 
my papers are molt acceptable to them; and in the next 
place as they furniſh me with materials for new ſpecula- 
ions. Sometimes indeed I do not make ule of the let- 
ter itſelf, but form the hints of it into plans of my oun 
invention; ſometimes I take the liberty to change the 
language or thought into my on way of ſpeaking and 
thinking, and always (if it can be done without prejudice 
to the role) omit the many compliments and applauſes 
which are uſually beſtowed upon me. 
Bs DES the two advantages above-mentioned which 
I receive from the Jetters that arc ſent me, they give me 
an opportunity of lengthening out my paper by theakilfuf 
management of the ſubſcribing part at the end of them; 
which perhaps does not a little conduce to the caſe, both 
of myſelf and reader. | 6 26 klaut ic 
So u wilt have it, that L often write to myſelf, and am 
the only punAual correſpondent | have. T his'obje&ion 
would indec d be maictis!, were thedetters. l commuq cute 
63 


if inſtead of endeavouring to divert or inſtruct my readers, 


But I ſhalliſea ve theſe wiſe conjecturers to their own ima- 
entertainment of the day. 
* * 

. | 6 42T& 4 Gf 
6 1 Was laſt Thurſday in an aſſembly of ladies, where 
. 4 


* Spefator of that day lying upon the table, they or- 
dered me to read. it to them, which I did with a very 
© clear voice, till I came to the Greek verſe at the end 
* of it. I muſt confeſs I was a little ſtartled at its pops 


* my confuſion as well as 1 cou ad after having mut- 
© ter'd two or three hard words to myſelf, laugh'd hearti- 
* Iy, and cried, A very good je, faith. The ladics de» 
* fired-me to explain it to them; but I begged their par- 
don for*that, and told them, that if it had been pro- 
per for. them to hear, they may be ſure the author 
© would not have wrapp'd it up in Greek. I then ler 
© drop ſeveral expreſſions, as if there was ſomething in it 
© that was not fit to be ſpoken before a company of ladi 

© Upon which the matron of the aſſembly, who was dreſs 
* ſed in a cherry-coloured hood, commended the difere+> 
* tion of the writer, for having thrown his filthy thoughts 
* into/Greet, which was likely to corrupt but few of his 
readers: At the ſame time ſhe declared herſelf very 
4 xell-pleaſed, that he had not given a deciſive opinion. 
upon the. new-faſhioned hoods ; for to tell you truly, 
+ ſays ſhe, I was afraid he would have made us aſhamed to 
* ſhew our heads. Now, Sir, you muſt know, fince this 


* are the ornaments of a woman, If this comes to t 


* while 1 give you. this account, that you may take che 
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to the public ſtuffed with my own commendations; and 
1 admired in them the beauty of my own performances. 


ginations, and produce the three following letters . 
there were thirteen different coloured h wods. Your © 


* ping upon me ſo en However, I covered 
d, a 


unlucky accident happened to me in a company of ladies, 
among whom I paſſed for a molt ingenious man, I have 
.conſulted one who is well verſed in the Greek language, 
and he aſſures me upon his word, that your late quo- 
tation means no more, than that manners and not wb 
e 


* knowledge of my female admirers, I ſhall be very hard 
put to it to bring myſelf off handfomly. In the mean 


'!!! dd ĩðͤ wes e WW HY 


hereaſtet not to betray any of your well-wiſhers wo. 
* the like inconveniences. It is in the number of the 
* that I beg leave to ſubſcribe myfelf, | 
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Mr $reECTATOR, 


« racter of Sir KoGER DE CoOVERLEY, that there 
appeared a ſenſible joy in every coffee · houſe, upon hear» 
ing the old knight was come to town. I am now witt 
* a knot of lus admirers, who make it their joint reque 
to you, that you would give us public notice of t 

* window. or. balcony where. the knight intends to make 
* his appearance. He has already given great ſatisfaction 
* to ſeveral who have {cen him at Sie's coffec-houſe. 


* If you think fit to place your ſhort face at vir Rogg 'S 


left clbow, we thall take the hint, and gratefully ac - 
* knowledge.ſo great a favour, 


J am, S I R, 
Your moſt devoted humble Servant, 
C. D. 
K J. A. 
c NO WING that you are very inquiſitive after every 
« thing that is curious in nature, 1 will wait on 


if you pleaſe in the duſk of the evening, with my ow 


* upon my back, which I carry about with me in a box; 
* as only conſiſting of a man, a woman, and an horſe. 


The two firſt are marricd, in which ſtate the little cava- 
* lier has ſo well acquitted himſelf, chat his lady is wich 


child. The big-bellied woman and her huſband, with 


* their whimſical palfry, are fo very light, that when they 


are put together into a ſcale, an ordinary man may weigh. 


* down the whole family The little man is a bully in 


his nature ; but when he grows choleric 1 confine him 
© to his box till his wrath is over, by which means I have 


* hitherto prevented him from doing miſchief. His horſe 
* is likeways very vicious, tor which reaſon I am forced to 


tie him cloſc to his manger with a pack thread. The 
©. woman is a coquette. She ſtruts as much as it is poſſible 


were not the quantity, that gocs to 4 large pin-cuſhion 
H ſuſficient to make her a goy'n and perticoar, She told 
«6. * & . E 4 £ +4 *% 


9” 
4 


„ren Try, 


2 


6 . readers are ſo well pleaſed with your cha- 


me the other day, that ſhe heard the ladies wore co - 
©Joured hoods, and ordered me to get her one of the 
© fineſt blue. I am forced to comply with her demands 
While ſhe is in her preſent condition, being very willing 
© to have more of the ſame breed. I do not know what 
© the may produce me, but provided it be a W ſhalt 
© be very well fatisfied. Such novchies ſhould not, T. 
« think, be concealed from the Britiſh Spectator; for 
« which reaſon I hope you will excuſe this preſumption .ia 


" Your maſi dutiſul, moſt obedient, 
and met humble Servant, 
L. 508 = 
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Longa eft injuria, longe | 
Ambage. VI AG. En. 1. v. 348. 


Great is the injury, and long the tale. 


Mr SertcCTATOR, # 
6 | E occaſion of this letter is of fo great importance, 
9 and the circumſtances of it ſuch, that I know. you 
© will but think it juſt to inſert it, in preference of all other 
matters that can preſent themiclves to your conſidera- 
tion. I need not, after I have ſaid this, tell you that I 
© am in love. The circumſtances of my paſſion 1 ſhall let 
you underſtand as well as a diſordered mind will admit. 
© That cutſed pick thank Mrs Jane! alas, I am railing at 
© one to you by her name as familiarly as if you were ac- 
«© quainted with her as well as myſelf: but I will tell you 
© all, as faſt as the alternate interruptions of love and an- 
© per will give me leave. There is a moſt agreeable youn 
8 8 | 5 { young 
woman in the world whom I am paſſionately in love with, 
© and from u hom I have for ſome Sw. of time received as 
great marks of fayour as were fit ſor her to give, or me 
to deſire. The ſucceſsful progreſs of the aff.ur,of all others, 
© the moſt effential dt a man's happineſs, gave a new 
©©life and ſpirit not only to my behaviour 24 diſcourſe, 


but alſo a certain grace to. all my actions in the com- 
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© merce of life in all things, tho' never ſo remote from 
© 'Jove, You know the predominant paikon ſpreads ſelf 
© thro'all a man's tranſactions, and exalts or depreſſes him 
*- according to the nature of ſuch paſſions. But alas, I have 
not yet begun my itory, and what is making ſentences 
© and obſervations when 4 man is pleading for his life ? 
To begin then: this lady has curreſpended with me un- 
det names of love, ſhe my Selinda, I her Cleanthes. 
* Tho'I am thus well got into the account of my affair; 
* cannot keep in the thread of it ſo much as to give you 
the character of Mris Jane, whom I will not hide un- 
© der a borrowed name; but let you know that this crea « 
ture. has been ſince I knew her very handſom (tho I wilt - 
not allow her even ſhe has been for the future) and dur- 
ing the time of her bloom and beauty was ſo great a ty- 
rant to her lovers, ſo over-valued herſelf and under-rated 
all her pretenders, that they have deſerted her to a man; 
; and ſhe knows no comfort but that common one to all in 
* her condition, the pleaſure of interrupting the amours 
© of others. It is impoſſible but you — have ſeen ſeve- 
ral of theſe volunteers in malice, who paſs their whole 
time in the moſt laborious way of life, in getting intel- 
* ligence, running from place to place with new whiſpers, 
* without reaping any other benefit but the hopes of ak- 
ing others as unhappy as themſelves. Mris Zane haps 
pened to be at a place where I, with many others well 
acquainted with my paſſion for Belinda, paſſed a Chriſt- 
mas evening. There was among the reſt a young lady, 
ſo free in mirth, ſo amiable in a juſt reſerve that ac- 
companied it, I wrong her to call it a reſerve, but 
there appeared in her a mirth or chearfulneſs which 
was not a forbearance of more immoderate joy, but 
the natural appearance of all which could flow from a 
mind poſſeſſed of an habit of innocence and purity. I 
muſt have utterly forgot Belinda to have taken no no- 
tice of one who was growing up to the ſame womanly 
virtues which ſhine to perfection in her, had I not di- 
* ſtinguiſhed one who ſeemed to promiſe to the world the 
* ſame life and conduct with my faithful and lovely He- 
Hud. When the company role up, the fine young 
| *- thing permitted me to take care of her home, Mris 
. © Fane flaw my particular regard to her, and was inform · 
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*.ed of my attending her to her father's houſe. . She came 


&* 
& 


early to Belinda the next morning, and aſked her if 


Mris Such-a- one had been with her? No. If Mr Sach- 
4. one s lady? No. Nor your couſin Such:a>one? No. 
Lord, ſays Mris Jaue, what is the friendſhip of women? 
Nay, they may laugh at it. And did not no one tell 
you any thing of the behaviour of your lover Mr Mat 
ye call laſt night? But perhaps it is nothing to you 
that he is to be married to young Mris —— on T ue/day 


next? Belinda was here ready to die with rage and 


jealouſy. Then Mris Jane goes on: 1 have a youn 
kinſman who is clerk to a great conveyancer, who ſhall 
ſhew you the rough draught of the marriage ſentlament. 
The world ſays her father gives him two thouſand 


pounds more than he could have with you. I went in- 


nocently to wait on Belinda as uſual, but was not' ad- 


mitted; 1 writ to her, and my letter was ſent back un- 


opened. Poor Betty her maid, who is on my ſide has 
been here juſt now blubbeting. and told me the whole 
matter, She ſays ſhe did not think I could be ſo baſe ; 
and that ſhe is now odious to her miſtreſs for having ſo 
often ſpoke well of me, that ſhe dare not mention me 
more. All our hopcs are placed in having theſe cir- 
cumſtances fairly repreſented in theSyECTAT OR, which 
Betty ſays ſhe mult bring up as ſoon as it is brought 
in; and has promiſed when you have broke the ice to 
own this was laid between us: and when I can come 
to an hearing, the young lady will ſupport what we ſay 
by her teſtimony, that I never ſaw her but that once 


my whole life. Dear Sir, do not omit this true relatj- 


on, nor think it too particular; for there are etouds of 
forlorn coquets who intermingle themſelves with other 
ladies, and contract familiarities out of malice; and 
with no other deſign but to blaſt the hopes of lovers, 


the expectation of parents, and the benevolence. of 
Kindred, I doubt not but I ſhall be, | 


S IX, 
Your meſt obliged humble Servant, © 7 


| 413 ON <{ 
CLEANTHES. ' 
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S IX, Willis coffee - houſe, Jan. 10. 
5 HE other day entering a room adorned with the 
S fair ſex, I offered, after the uſual manner, to each 
of them a kiſs; but one, more ſcornful than the reſt, 
* turned her cheek. I did not think it proper to take 
any notice of it till I had aſked your advice, 


Your humble Servant, 


E. 8. 


Tus correſpondent is deſired to ſay which cheek the 
offender turned to him. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
From the Pariſh-veſtry, January 9. 


ALL ladies aubo come to church in the new-fasbioned 
hoods, are deſired to be there before divine ſervice begins, 
left they divert the attention of the congregation. | 
4 RALPH. 


0 
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n= Notandi ſunt tit; mores. 


Au Hor. Ars poct. v. 156. 
Nolte well the manners. 


AVING examined the action of Paradiſe [o/t, let 

us in the next place conſider the actors. This is 
Ariſlotlè's method of conſidering, firſt the fable, and ſe- 
condly the manners; or, as we generally call thom in 
Enelijh, the fable and the characters. | | 
MER has excelled all the heroic poets that ever 
wrote in the multitude and variety of his characters. Eve- 
ry god that is admitted into his poem, acts a part which 
would have been ſuitable to no other deity. His princes 
are as much diſtinguiſhed by their manners, as by their 
dominions ; and even thoſe among them, whoſe charaQers 
ſeem wholly made up of courage, differ from one another 
as to the particular kinds of courage in which they excel; 


84 Tax SPECTATOR, Ne 273. 


In ſhort, there is ſcarce a ſpecch or action in the lad, 
which the reader may not aſcribe to the perſon that ſpeaks 
or acts, without {ecing his name at the head of it. 

Ho R does not only outſhive all other poets in the 
variety, bot alſo in the novelty of his charadders He has 
introduced among his Zrecian princes a perſon who had 
lived thrice the age of man, and converſed with 7heſeus, 
Hercules, Polyphemns, and the firlt race of heroes. His 
principal actor is the ſon of a goddeſs, not to mention the 
offspring of other deities, who have like ways a place in 
his poem, and the venerable Troar prince, who was the 
father of ſo many kings and heroes. here is in theſe ſe- 
veral characters of Homer, a certain dignity as well as 
novelty, which adayts them in a more peculiar manner to 
the nature of an heroic poem. Tho? at the ſame time, to 
give them the greater variety, he has deſcribed a Vulcan, 
chat is a buffoon among his gods, and a Ther/iter among 
his mortals. 

VIRGIL falls infinitely ſhort of Homer in the cha» 
racers of his poem, both as to their variety and novelty. 
FEneas is indeed a perfect character; but as for Achates, 
tho? he is ſtiled the hero's friend, he does nothing in the 
whole poem which may deſerve that title. Gyas, Mne- 
ftheus, Sergeſtes and Cloanthus are all of them men of 
the ſame ſtamp and character; 


Fortemque Gyan, fortemgue Cloanthum. 


THERE are indeed ſeveral very natural incidents in the 
part of 4/canius ; as that of Dido cannot be ſufficiently ad- 
mired, I do not ſee any thing new or particular in Turnus. 
Pallas and Evander are remote copies of Hector and 
Priam, as Lauſus and Mezentius are almoſt parallels to 
Pallas and Evander. The characters of Niſus and Fury- 
alus are beautiful, but common. We muſt not forget tue 
E. of Sinon, Camilla, and ſome few others, which are 

ne improvements on the Greek poet. In ſhort, there is 
neither that variety nor novelty in the perſons of the 
FEncid, which we meet with in thoſe of the [/iad. 

Ir we look into the characters of Milton, we ſhall find 
that he has introduced all the variety his fable was capable 
of receiving. The whole ſpecies of mankind was in two 
perſons at the time to which the ſubjeR of his poem is con- 
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fined. We have, however, four diſtindt charaQers.ig/theſe 
two perſons... We ſee. man and woman in the highelt 1 
nocence and perfection, and in the moſt abject ſtate of guilt 
and-infirmity., The two laſt characters are, indeed, very 
comnion and obvious, but the two firſt are not auly more 
magnificent, but more new than any characters ether in 
Virgil or Homer, or indeed in the whole circle of nature. 
MILTON was ſo ſenſible of this defect in the ſubject 
of his poem, and of the few. characters it would afford 
- him, that he has brought into it two actors of a ſhad 
and ſictitious nature in the perſons of Sin and Death, by 
which means he has wrought into the body of his fable 2 
very beautiful and well · invented allegory. - But notwith- 
ſtanding the ſineneſa of this allegory may atone for it in 
ſome meaſure, I cannot think that perſons of ſuch a chi- 
metical exiſtence are proper Mors mn an epic poem; be- 
cauſe there is not that meaſure of probability annexed to 
them, which is requiſite in writings of this kind, as 1 ſhall 
ſhew more at large hereafter. N 
VIRGIL has, indeed, admitted Fame as an actreſs in 
the Æueid, but the part ſhe acts is very ſhort, and none 
of the moſt admired circumſtances in chat divine work «- 
We ſind in mock+heroic poems, particularly in the Di/- 
pen/ary and the Lui rin, ſeveral allegorical perſons of this 
nature, which are very beautiful in- theſe compoſitions, 
and may, perhaps, be uſed as an argument, that the au- 
thors of them were of opinion, ſuch characters might 
have a place in an epic work, For my own part i ſhould 
be glad the reader would think fo, for the ſake of the 
m L am now examining, and mult further add, that. 
if ſuch empty — beings may be ever made uſe 
of on this oecaſion, never were any more nicely imagined, 
and employed in more proper actions, than thoſe of which 
+ am now ſpeaking. 
Axor principal actor in this poem is the great ene- 
my of mankind. The part of Uly/e; in Homer's Odyſſey 
is very much admired by Ari/totle, as perplexing that fable 
with very agreeable plots and intricacies, not only by the 
many adventures in his voyage, and the ſubtilty of his be 
haviour, but by the various concealments and diſcoveries 
ol his perſon in ſeveral parts of that poem. But the crafty 


being l have now mentioned, makes a much longer voyage 
Vor. IV. H 


* 
— 


* 
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than Uly/zs, puts in practice many more wiles and ſtra- | 


tagems and hides himſelf under a greater variety of ſhapes 
and appearances, all of which are ſeverally detected, to 
the great delight and ſurpriſe of the reader. | 

WE may likeways obſerye with how much art the poet | 
has varied ſeveral characters of the perſons that ſpeak in 
his infernal aſſembly. On the contrary, how has he/re< 
preſented the whole God- head exerting itſelf towards 
man in its full benevolence under the three-fold diſtinctio 
of a Creator, a Redeemer, and a Comforter ! | 

Nox mult we omit the perſon of Raphael, who, amidſt 
his tenderneſs and friendſhip for man, ſhews ſuch a digni- 
ty and condeſcenſion in all his ſpeech and behavjour, 'as 
are ſuitable to a ſuperior nature. The angels are indeed | 
as much diverſified in Milton, and diſtinguiſhed by their 
proper parts, as the gods art in Homer or Virgil: The 
reader will find nothing aſcribed to Uriel, Gabriel, Mi. 
chael. or Raphael, which is not in a particular manner | 
ſuitable to their 1eſpeQive characters. 03904 2d 
THERE is another circumſtance in the principal actors 


* 
* 
* 


of the 1/iad and ÆEnueid, which gives a peculiar beauty to | N 


theſe two poems, and was therefore contrived with very 
great judgment, I mean the authors having choſen; for 
their heroes perſons who were ſo nearly related to the 
people for whom they wrote. Achilles was a Greet, and 
Eneas the remote founder of Rome. By this means their | 
countrymen (whom they principally propoſed; to them- 
ſelves for their readers) were particularly attentive to all 
the parts of their ſtory, and ſympathized with their heroes | 
in all their adventures. A Roman could not but rejoice 
in the eſcapes, ſucceſſes and victories of Areas; and be 
grieved at any defeats, misfortunes or diſappointments 
Ei befel him; as a Greet muſt have had the ſame re- 
gard for Achilles. And it is plain, that each of thoſe poem 
have loſt this great advantage among thoſe readers to whom 


their heroes are as ſtrangers, 7 indifferent perſons. ö 


MILTO 's poem is admifable in this reſpect, ſince it 
is impoſſible for any of its readers, whatever nation, coun- 
try or people he may belong to, not to be related to the 

rſons who are the principal actors in it; but what is ſtill 
inſinitely more to its advantage, the principal actors in this 
poem are not only our progenitors, but our repreſentatives. 
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We have an actual intereſt in eyery thing they do, and 
vo leſs than our outmoſt happineſs is concerned, and lyes 
at ſtake in all their behaviour, Lem 
1-844 1 ſubjoin as a corollary to the ſoregoing remark, 
an admirable obſervation out of Ariſtotle, which hath been 
very much miſrepreſented in the quotations of ſome mo- 


dern critics, * If a mas of perfet and conſummate virtue 


falls into a misfortune, it raiſes our pity, but not our 
© terror, Becauſe we do not fear that it may be our own 
© caſe, who do not reſemble the ſuffering perſon.” Bur as 
that great philoſopher adds, * If we ſee a man of virtue 
mixt with infirmitics fall into any misfortune, it does 
* not only raiſe our pity but our terror; becaute we art 
« afraid that the like misfortunes may happen to ourſelves, 
* who reſemble the character of the ares perſon. 

I 8HALL take another opportunity to obſerve, that a 
E of an abſolute and conſummate virtue ſhould never 

introduced in tragedy, and ſhall only remark in this 
place, that the foregoing obſervation of Ariſtotle, tho? it 
may be true in other occalions, does not hold in this; be- 
cauſe in the preſent caſe, tho” the perſons who fall into 
misfortunes are of the molt perfect and conſummate vir- 
tue, it is not to be conſidered as what may poſſibly be, 
but what actually is our own caſe; ſince we are embarked 
with them on the ſame bottom, and muſt be partakers cf 
their happineſs or miſery. | 

Ix this, and ſome other very few inſtances, 4ri/totle's 
rules for epic poetry (which he had drawn from his re- 
ſlexions upon Homer) cannot be ſuppoſed to quadrate 
exactly with the heroic poems which have been made 
ſince his time; ſince it is plain his rules would ſtill have 
been more perfect, could he have peruſcd the Ænucid 
which was made ſome hundred years after his death. 

Ix my next, I ſhalt go through other parts of Mi/ton's 
poem; and hope that what I ſhall there advance, as well 
as what I have already written, will not only ſerve as a 
comment upon Millan, but upon Ari/7ctlc, L 
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Audire e/t opere prætium, procedere feels ie 


All you,” who think the city ne er can thrive, 
Till ev'ry. cuckold-maker”s flay'd alive, W 
Aten. Pore. 


1 HAVE upon ſeveral occaſions (that have occurred: 

ſince I firſt took into my thoughts the preſent ſtate of 
fornication) weighed with myſelf, in behalf of guilty ſe- 
males, the impulſes of fleſh and blood; together with the 
arts and gallantries of crafty men; and reflect wich ſome 
ſcorn that moſt part of what we in our youth think gay and 
polite, is nothing elſe but an habit of indulging a pruri- 
ency that way. It will coſt ſome labour to bring people to 
ſo lively a ſenſe of this, as to recover the manly modeſty 
| in the behaviour of my men 1caders, and the baſhful grace 
| in the faces of my women; bur in all caſes which come 


into debate, there are certain things pieviouny. iu be done 


| | before we can have a true light into the ſubject matter; 
| therefore it will, in the firſt place, be neceſſary to conſider 
the impotent wenchers and induſtrious hags, who are ſup- 


plied with, and are conſtantly ſupplying new ſacrifices to 


happy as not to know it already, that the great havoc: 


| the devil of luſt, You are to know then, if you are ſo 
which is made in the habitations of beauty and innocence, 


is committed by ſuch as can only lay waſte and not enjoy 


the ſoil. When you obſerve the preſent ſtate of viee and 
virtue, the offenders arg ſuch as one would think ſhould 
have no impulſe to what they are purſuing: as in buſineſs, 
you ſee ſometimes fools pretend to be knaves, ſo in plea- 
ſure, you will find old men ſet up for wenchets. This lat · 
icr ſort of men are the great baſis and fund of iniquity in 
the kind we are ſpeaking of? you ſhall have an old rich: 
man often receive ſcrawls from the ſeveral quarters of the 
town, with deſcriptions of the new wares in their hands, 
if he will pleaſe to ſend word when he will be waited on. 


* Tue SPECTATOR. NC am. 


Qui mechii non bult ii.. Hos. Sat. 21 l. T. v. 37. 
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his interview is contrived, and the innocent is brought 
to ſuch indecencies as from time to time baniſh ſhame and 
raiſe deſire. With theſe preparatives the hags break their 
wards by little and little, till they are brought to loſe all. 
apprehenſions of what ſhall befal them in the poſſeſſion of 
younger men. It is a common poltſoript of a hag to a 
young fellow whom ſhe invites to a new woman, She hat, 
1 aſſure you, ſeen none but od Mr Such-a-one. It pleaſes 
the old fellow that the nymph is brought to him unadorn- 
ed, and from his bounty ſhe is accommodated with enough 
to dreſs her for other lovers. This is the moſt ordinary 
method of bringing beauty and poverty into the poſſeſſion 
of the town: but the particular caſes of kind keepers, ſkil- 
ful pimps, and all others who drive a ſeparate trade, and 
are not in the general ſociety or commerce of fin, will re- 

uire diſtinct conſideration, At the ſame time that we are 
— ſevere on the abandoned, we are to repreſent the caſe 
of others with that mitigation as the circumſtances demand. 
Calling names does no good; to ſpeak worſe of any thing 
than it deſerves, does only take off from the credit of the 
accuſer, and has implicitly the force of an apology in the 
behalf of the perſon accuted. We ſhall therefore, accord- 
ing as the circumſtances differ, vary our appellations of 
theſe criminals : thoſe who offend only againit themſelves, 
and are not ſcandalous to ſociety, but out of deference to 
the ſober part of the world, have ſo much good left in 
them as to be aſhamed, mult not be huddled in the com- 
mon word due to the worſt of women; but regard is to 
be had to their circumſtances when they fell, to the uneaſy 
perplexity-under which they lived under ſenſeleſs and ſc- 
vere parents, to the importunity of poverty,to the violence 
of a paſhon in its, beginnipg well grounded, and all othet 
alleviations which make unhappy women reſign the cha- 
racteriſtic of their ſex, modeſty, To do otherways than 
thus, would be to act like a pedantic Stoic, who thinks aM 
crimesalike, and not like an impartial Spe cr ATN, who 
looks upon them with all the circumſtances that diminiſh 
or enhance the guilt, I am in hopes, if this ſubje& be well 
purſued, women will hereafter from their infancy be treat - 


ed with an eye to their future ſtate in the world; and rot 


have their tempers made too untractable from an impro- 


per ſourneſs or pride, or CIOS; from familiarity 
3 
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or ſorwardneſs contracted at their own houſes. After theſe 
hints on this ſubject, I ſhall end this paper with the fol - 
Jowing genuioe letter; and deſire all who think they may 
be concerned in future ſpeculations on this ſubject, to ſend? 
in what they have to ſay for themſelves for ſome incidents 


m their lives, ia order to have proper allowances made for: 
their conduct. | 


Mr SpECTATOR, Fan. 5. 1711. 
E ſubject of your yeſterday's paper is of ſo great: 
EN importance, and the thorough handling of it may 
be ſo very uſeful to the preſervation of many an innocent: 
young creature, that I think every one is obliged to fur- 
niſh-you with what lights he can, to expoſe the perni- 
cious arts and practices of thoſe unnatural women called 
bawds. In orden to this the incloſed is ſent you, which. 
is verbatim the copy of a letter written by a bawd of fi- 
cure in this town to a noble lord, I have concealed the 
names of both, my. intention being not to expoſe the per- 
ſons but the thing. 


Jam, S I X, 
Your humble Servant. 


t , ©... 


My Lord, 

HAVING; a great eſteem for your honour, and a» 
? 1 better opinion of you than of any of the quality, 
* makes me acquaint you of an affair that I hope will 0+ 
blige you to know. T-have a niece tſiat came to town 
about a fortnight ago. Her parents being lately dead 
* ſhe came to me, expecting to a found me in ſo good a 
condition as to ſet her up in a millener's ſhop. Her fa- 
ther gave fourſcore pounds with her for five years: her 
* time is out, and ſhe is not ſixteen; as pretty a black 
* gentlewoman as ever youdaw, a little woman, which I. 
* know your-jord{tnp kes; well. ſhaped, and as fine . 
* complexion for red and white as ever I- ſaw; I doubt 
not but your lordſhip will: be of the fame opinion. She 
* defigns to yo down about a month hence, except I can« 
provide for her, which I cannot at preſent; her father 
Vas one, with whom all he had died with him, ſo there 
is four-children left deſtitute ; ſo if your lordſhip thinks- 


* fit to make an appointment Where I ſhall wait on your 


N. 
He 
the 
6 
6 
6 
6 
3 
4 
6 


No 275. Tus SPECTATOR. 91 
*- with my niece, by a line or two, I ſtay for your anſwer 
for I have no place fitted up ſince I left my houſe, fit to 
entertain your honour. I told her ſhe ſhould go with me 
© to ſce a gentleman a very good friend of mine; ſo l de» 
© fire you to take no notice of my letter by reaſon ſhe is 
ignorant of the ways of the town, My lord, I deſire if 
* you meet us to come alone; for upon my word and ho- 
nour you are the firſt that I ever mentioned her to. So 


© I-remaain, . 
Your Lordſhip's 
Moft humble Servant to command. 


] beg of you to burn ĩt when you have read it. 
Ne 275. Tueſduy, FANUARY 15. 
Tribus Anticyris caput inſanabile 


Hos. Ars poet. v. 3008+ 
A: head no belebore can cure. 


1 WAS yeſterday engaged in an aſſembly of virtuoſosg. 
Vvhere one of them produced many curious obſervati ; 
ons which he had lately made in the anatomy of an human 
body. Another of the company communicated to us ſe- 
veral wonderful diſcoveries, which he had alſo made on 
the ſame ſubje by the help of very fine glaſſes. This 
ve birth to a great variety of uncommon remarks, and 
farniſhed diſcourſe for the remaining part of the day. 

Tus different opinions which were ſtarted on this occa · 

ſion preſented: to my imagination ſo many new ideas, that 
mixing with thoſe which were already there, they em- 
Tn my fancy all the laſt night, and compoſed a very 
wild extravagant dream. "2. 

I was invited, methought, to the diſſection of a beay's 
head and of a coguetie s heart, which were both of them 
laid on a table be fore us. An imaginary operator opened 
the firſt with a great deal of nicety, which, upon a curſo» 
ry and ſuperficial view, appeared like the head of another 
man; but upon applying our glaſſes to it, we made a very 
odd diſcovery, namely, that what we looked upon as braingg.. 


were not ſuch in reality, hut an heap of ſtrange materials 
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wound up in that ſhape and texture, and packed together 
with wonderful art in the ſeveral cavities of the ſkull. For 
as Homer tells us,that the blood of the gods is not real blood, 
but only ſomething like it; ſo we found that the brain of 
the beau is not real brain, but only ſomething like ir. 

THe pineal gland, which many of our modern philo- 
ſophers ſuppoſe to be the ſeat of the ſoul, ſmelt very 
Rrong of effence and orange flower water, and was en- 
compaſſed with a kind of horny ſubſtance, cut into a thous 
ſand little faces or mirrours, which were imperceptible to 
the naked eye, infomuch that the ſoul, if there had been 
any here, muſt have always been taken up contemplating 
her own beauties. 

Wi obſerved a large anirum or cavity in the /inciput, 
that was filled with ribbons, lace and embroidery, wrought 


together in a moſt curious piece of net-work, the parts of 


which were likeways imperceptible to the naked eye. An- 
other of theſe antrums or cavities was ſtuffed with inviſ- 
ible billet · doux. love letters, pricked dances, and other 
trumpery of the ſame nature. In another we found a 
kind of powder, which ſet the whole company a ſneez- 


ing, and by the ſcent diſcovered itſelf to be right Spaniſh. 


The ſeveral other cells were ſtored with commodities of 
the fame kind, of which it would be tedious to give the 
reader an exact inventory. 

' THERE was a large cavity on each ſide of the head; 
which I muſt not amit. That on the right fide was filled 
with fictions, flatteries, and falſhoods,yows, promiſes, and 
proteſtations ; that on the left with oaths and imprecatis 
ons. There iflued out a duc from each of theſe cells, which 
ran into the root of the tongue, where both joined together, 
and paſſed forward in one common duct to the tip of it. 


We diſcovered ſeveral little roads or canals running from 


the car into the brain, and took particular care to trace 
them out thro? their ſeveral paſſages. One of them ex · 
' tended itſelf to a bundle of ſonnets and little muſical in- 
ſtruments. Others ended in ſeveral bladders which were 


filled cnher with wind or froth. But the large canal en- 


tered into a great cavity of the ſkull, from whence there 
went another canal into the tongue. This great cavity was 


filled with a kind of ſpongy ſubſtance, which the French 


anatomiſts call Galimatias, and the Engliſh Nonſenſe. 
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Tn ſkins of the forchead were extremely tough and 
thick, and, what 9 5 much ſurpriſed us, had not in them 
any ſingle blood veſſel that we were able to diſcover, ei- 
ther with or without our glaſſes ; from whence we con- 


cluded, that the July when alive muſt-have been entirely 
4 7 


eprived of the faculty of bluſhing. | * 
Tut os. cribriſorme was exceedingly ſtaffed, and in 
ſome places damaged with ſnuff. We could not but take 
notice in particular of that fmall muſcle which is not oſten 
diſcovered in diſſections, and draws the noſe upwards, when 
it expreſſes the contempt which the owner of it has upon 
ſecing any thing he does not like, or hearing any thing he 
does not underitand. I need not tell my learned reader, 
this is that muſcle which. performs the motion ſo often 
mentioned by the Latin poets, when they talk of a man's 
cocking his noſe, or playing the rhinoceros. 

We did not find any thing very remarkable in the eye,- 
faving only, that the mufcu/ii amatorii, or, as we may 
tranſlate it into Engliſh, the agling muſeles, were very 
much worn and decayed with uſe; whereas on the con- 
trary, the e/evator, or the muſcle which turns the eye to- 
wards heaven, did not appear to have been uſed at all. 
I uA only mentioned in this diſſection ſuch ne diſ. 
coverio a we Were avie to Mono, and barg not taken 
any notice of thoſe parts which are to be met with in com 
mon heads. As for the ſkull, the face, and indeed the 
whole outward ſhape and figure of the head, we could not 
diſcover any difference from what we obſerve in the heads 
of other men. We were informed, that the perſon 4 
whom this head belonged, had paſſed for a man above five: 
and thirty years; during which time he eat and drank like 
other people, dreſſed well, talked loud, laugh'd frequent- 


ly, and on particular oecafions had acquitted himſelf to- 


Jerably at a ball or an aſſembly; to which one of the 
company added, that a certain knot of ladies took him 
fora wit. He was cut off in the flower of his age by the 
blow of a paring- ſhovel, having been ſurpriſed by an emi- 
nent citizen, as he was tendering ſome civilities to his wife. 
: Wren we had thoroughly examined this head with all 
ts apartments, and its ſeveral kinds of furniture, we put 
up the brain, ſuch as it was, into its proper place, and laid 
it aſide under a broad piece of ſcarlet cloth, in order to be 
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prepared, and kept in a great repoſitory of diſſections; our 
operator telling us that the preparation would not be ſo 
difficult as that of another brain, for that he had obſery= 
ed ſgveral of the little pipes and tubes which ran through 
the brain were already filled with a kind of — 18 
ſtance, which he looked upon to be true quick · ſilver. 

Hu applied himſelf in the next place to the coguztte's 
heart, which he hkeways laid open with great dexterity. 
There occurred to us many particularities in this diſſecti- 
on; but being unwilling to burden my reader's memory 
too much, 1 ſhall reſerve this ſubject for the ſpeculation 
of another day. L 
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Errori nomen virtus pofuiſet honeſtum. 
| . Ho R. Sat. 3. I, 1. v. 42. 
Miſconduc ſcreen d bebind a ſpecious name. | 


Mr SetctTaTOR, . 
J HOPE you have philoſophy enough to be capable of 
bearing the mention of your faults. Your, papers 
* whigh regard the fallen part of the fair ſex, are, I think, 
* written with an indelicacy, which makes them unworthy 
to be inſerted in the writings of a moraliſt Who knows 
the world, I cannot allow that you are at liberty to obſerve 
upon the actions of mankind with the freedom which 
* you ſcem to reſolve upon; at leaſt if you do ſo; 1 
1 hal take along with you the diſtinẽtion of manners of 
* the world, according to the quality and way of life of 
the perſons concerned. A man of breeding ſpeaks of 
© even misfortune among ladies without giving it the moſt 
© terrible aſpect it can bear. And this-tenderneſs towards 
© them, is much more to be preſcryed when you ſpeak of 
© vices. All mankind are ſo far related, that care ho 
© be taken, in things to which all are liable, you do not 
mention what concerns one in terms which ſhall diſguſt 
* another. Thus to tell a rich man of the indigence of a + 
© kinſman of his; or abruptly inform a virtuous woman of - 
* the lapſe of one who till then was in the ſame degree 
* of eſteem with herſelf, is in a kind — meh af 
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them in ſome participation of thoſe diſadvantages. It is 
© therefore expected from every writer, to treat his ar- 
gument in ſuch à manner, as is moſt proper to enter-= 
© air the fort of readers to whom his diſcourſe is direct 
© ed. It is not neceffary when you witte to the tea - table, 
that you ſhould draw vices which carry all the horror 
© of ſhame and contempt : if you paint an impertinent 
© ſelf-love, an artful glance, an aſſumed complexion, you 
* ſay all which you ought to ſuppoſe they can poſſibly be 
© puilty of, When you talk with this limitation,” you be- 
© have yourſelf ſo as that you may expect others in con 
© yerſation may ſecond your rallery; but when yon do 
it in a ſtile which every body elſe forbears, in reſpect 
* to their quality, they have an eaſy remedy in forbear- 
ing x0 read you, and hearing no more of their faults, 
A man that is now and then guilty of intemperance is 
not to be called a drunkard ; but the rule of polite ral- 
5 lery, is to ſpeak of a man's faults as if you loved him. 
Of this nature is what was ſaid by Ceſar : when one was 
* railing with an uncourtly vehemence, and broke out, 
What muſt we call him who was taken in an intrigue 


with another man's wife? Cz/ar anſwered very grave - 


1 9 51 fellow. This was at once a reprimand for 
6 ſpeaking of a crime which in thoſe days had not the 
abhorrence attending it as it ought, as well as an inti- 
mation that all intemperate behaviour before ſaperiors 
loſes its aim, b —5 in a method unfit for the au- 
dience. A word to the wiſe. All I mean here to ſay to 
«you is, that the moſt free perſon of quality can go no fur- 
ther than being a kind woman: and you ſhould bever fay 
-\ofa man of figure worſe, than that he knows the world. 
10 Jau, SIA, Tour moſt humble Servant, 
e | FrANC1s Court r. 
M. Seicraro as, 
©} JAM a woman of an unſpotted r 


tion, and know 


- *6Þ nothing''{ have ever done which ſhould encourage 


i ſuch inſolence ; but here was one the other day, and 
he was dreſt'd like a gentleman too, ho took the li · 
herty ta name the words, /u/ty fellow, in my preſence. 
N doubt not but you will reſent it in behalf of, 1 

Db kt 2: SIX, Tour bumble Servant, 
Þ 4253 $0141" x ka UM JL - CELIA, 
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Mr SPECTATOR, 
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OU lately put out a dreadful paper, wherein you 

promiſe a full account. of the ſtate of criminal 
love; and call all the fair who have tranſgreſſed ip that 
kind by one very rude name which I do not care to re- 
peat: but I defire to know of you whether I am or I 
am not of thoſe? My caſe is as follows. I am kept 
by an old batchelor, who took me ſo young, that I 
knew not how he came by me: he is a bencher of one 
of the inns of court, a very gay healthy old man; 
which is a very lucky thing for him, who has been, he 
tells me, a ſcowrer, a ſcamperer, a breaker of windows, 
an invader of conſtables, in the days of yore, when all 
dominion ended with the day, and males and females 


met helter ſkelter, and the ſcowrers drove before them 


all who pretended to keep up order or rule to the in- 
terruption of love and honour, This is his way of talk, 
for he is very gay when he viſits me; but as his former 
knowledge of the town has alarmed him into an invin- 
cible jcalouſy, he keeps. me in a pair of flippers, neat 
bodice, warm petticoats,. and my own hair woven in 
ringlets, after a manner he ſays he remembers. I am 
not miſtreſs of one farthing of money, but have all 
neceſſaries provided for me, under the guard of one 
who procured for him while he had any deſires to gra- 
tify. I know nothing of a wench's life, but the re- 
putation of it: I have a natural voice, and a pretty un- 
taught ſtep in — His manner is to bring an old 
fellow who has been his ſervant from his youth, and is 
gray- headed: this man makes on the violin a certain 
jiggiſn noiſe to which I dance, and when that is over I 
ſing to him ſome looſe air that has more- wantonneſs 
than muſic in it. You mult have ſeen a ſtrange win · 
dow'd houſe near Hyde-park, which is ſo built that no 
one can look out of any of the apartments; my rooms 
are after that manner, and I never ſce man, woman or 
child, but in company with the two perſons aboye-men-' 
tioned. He ſends me in all the books, pamphlets, plays, 
operas and ſongs that come out; and his utmoſt 2. 
light in me as a woman, is to talk over all his old amours 
in my preſence, to play with my neck, ſay he time was, 
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give me a kiſs, and bid me be ſure to follow the direc- 
tions of my guardian, (the above-mentioned lady) and 
I ſhall never want. The truth of my caſe is, I ſuppoſe, 
that I was educated for a purpoſe he did not know he 
ſhould be unfit for when I came to years. Now, Sir, 
what I aſk of you, as a caſuiſt, is to tell me how far in 
theſe circumſtances I am innocent, though ſubmiſſive; 
he guilty, though impotent ? 
1 am, SIX, 
Your conſtant Reader, 


PUCELLA, 


To the man called the SrECTATOR. . 

Friend, 
ORASMUCH as at the birth of thy labour, thou 

didſt promiſe upon thy word, that letting alone the 
vanities that do abound, thou wouldſt only endeavour 
to ſtrengthen the crooked morals of this our Babylon, I 
gave credit to thy fair ſpeeches, and admitted one of 
thy papers, every day ſave Sunday, into my houſe, for the 
edification of my daughter Tabitha, and to the end that 
Suſannah the wife of my boſom might profit thereby. 
But alas ! my friend, I find that thou art a liar, and that 
the truth is not in thee; elſe why didſt thou in a paper 
which thou didſt lately put forth, make mention of thoſe 
vain coverings for the heads of our females, which thou 
loveſt to liken unto tulips, and which are lately ſprung 
up among us? nay, why didſt thon make mention of 
them in fach a ſeeming, as if thou didſt approve the in- 
vention, inſomuch that my daughter Tabitha beginneth 
to wax wanton, and to luſt after theſe fooliſh vaoities ? 
Surely thou doſt ſee with the eyes of the fleſh, Verily 
therefore, unleſs thou doſt ſpeedily amend and leave 
off following thine own imaginations, I will leave off 


thee. | 
Thy friend as hereafter thou d:ft demean thyſelf}, 


T HEZEKlAH BROADBRIM., 


Vor. IV. 1 
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Ea, oft et ab hoſte doceri. 
Ovin, met. I. 4. v. 428. 


Receive inſiruction from an enemy. 


PRESUME I need not inform the polite part of my 

readers, that before our correſpondence with France 

was unhappily interrupted by the war, our ladies had all 

their faſhions from thence; which the milliners took care 

to furniſh them with by means of a jointed baby, that 

came regularly over, once a month, habited after the. 
manner of the moſt eminent toaſts in Paris. 

I am credibly informed, that even in the hotteſt time 
of the war, the ſex made ſeveral efforts, and raiſed large 
contributions towards the importation of this wooden 
Madamiiſelle. 

* WHETHER the veſſel they ſet out was loſt or taken, or 
whether its cargo was ſeized on by the officers of the cuſ- 
tom houſe as a piece of contraband goods, I have not yet 
been able to learn; it is, however, certain, their firſt at- 
tempts were without ſucceſs, to the no ſmall diſappoint - 
ment of our whole female world; but as their conſtancy 
and application, in a matter of fo great importance, can 
never be ſufficiently commended, I am glad to find, that 
in ſpite of all oppoſition, they have at length carried their 


int, of which I received advice by the two following 
ters. 


. Ar SpECTATOR, 


TAM fo great a lover of whatever is French, that I 
0 lately diſcarded an humble admirer, becauſe he 


neither ſpoke that tongue, nor drank claret, I have 


long bewailed, in ſecret, the calamities of my ſex dur- 
© ing the war, in all which time we have laboured under 
© the inſupportable inventions of Ezgli/h tire-women, 
* who, though they ſomeuimes copy indifferently well, can 
* ncycr compoſe with that Colt they do in France, 
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© 1 was almoſt in deſpair of ever more ſeeing a model 
from that dear country, when laſt Sunday | over-heard + 
© a lady, in the next pew to me, whiſper another, that 
at the Seven: ſtars in King-ſtreet, Covent-Garden, there 
* was a Madamoiſelle completely dreſſed juſt come from 
* Paris. 
© I was in the utmoſt impatience during the remaining 
part of the ſervice, and as ſoon as ever it was over, hav- 
ing learnt the milliner's Addreſſe, 1 went directly to her 
houſe in King ſtreet, but was told that the French lady 
was at a perſon of quality's in Pall. mall, and would not 
be back again *till very late that night. I was therefore 
obliged to renew my viſit early this morning, and had 
then a full view of the dear moppet from head to foot. 
* You cannot imagine, worthy Sir, how ridiculouſly 
I find we have all been truſſed up duting the war, and 
* how infinitely the French dreſs excels ours, 

Tu mantua has no leads in the ſleeves, and I hope 
ve are not lighter than the French ladies, ſo as to want 
that kind of ballaſt: the petticoat has no whalebone, 
but ſits with an air altogether gallant and degagee : the 
* coiffure is inexpreſſibly pretty, and in ſhort, the whole 
© dreſs has a thouſand beauties in it, which I would not 
have as yet made too public. 

* I THOUGHT fit, however, to give this notice, that 
* you may not be ſurpriſed at my appearing 4 la mode de 
Paris on the next birth-night, 


1 am, $ I R, 
Your humble Servant. 


R K 1 » - =» = 


TERAMINTA. 


Wir an hour aſter I had read this letter, I te- 
ceived another from the owner of the puppet. 


S IX, 


; O Saturday laſt, being the 1 2th inſtant, there ar · 
C rived at my houſe in King-ſtreet, Covent-Garden, 
* a French baby for the year 1712. | have taken the ut · 
* moſt care to have her dreſs'd by the molt celebrated 
© tire women and mantua-makers in Paris, and do not 


* find that I have any reaſon to be ſorry for the expence 
I 2 
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© I have been at in her cloaths and importation : how» 
© eyer, as I know no perſon who is ſo good a judge of 
* dreſs as yourſelf, if you pleaſe to call at my houſe in 
| * your way to the city, and take a view of her, I pro- 
* miſe to amend whatever you ſhall diſapprove in your 
* next paper, before I exhibite her as a pattern to the 
public. 1 

Jam, S IX, 


Your maſt humble Adnirer, 
and moſt obedient Servant, 


BETTY CROSS-STITCH., 


— — —— — 0 


As I am willing to do any thing in reaſon for the ſervice 
of my country-women, and had much rather prevent faults 
than find them, 1 went laſt night to the houſe of the a- 
bove-mentioned Mrs Cro/5-/titch. As ſoon as I entered, 
the maid of the ſhop, who, I ſuppoſe, was prepared for my 
coming, without aſking me any queſtions, introduced me 
to the little damfel, and ran away to call her miſtreſs. 

THe puppet was drefled in a cherry: coloured gown and 
petticoat, with a ſhort working apron over it, which diſ- 
covered her ſhape to the moſt advantage. Her hair was 
cut and divided very prettily, with ſeveral ribbons ſtuck 
; up and down in it. The milliner affured me, that her 
| complexion was ſuch as was worn by all the ladies of the 

belt faſhion in Paris. Her head was extremely high,'on 
which ſubje& having long ſince declared my ſentiments, 
I ſhall ſay nothing more to it at preſent 1 was alſo of- 
fended at a ſmall patch ſhe wore on her breaſt, which I 
cannot ſuppoſe is placed there with any good deſign, 

Hex necklace was of ap immoderate length, being tied 
before in ſuch a manner, that the two ends hung down ta 
her girdle ; but whether theſe fupply the place of kiſhng- 
ſtrings in our enemy's country, and whether our Briti/h J 
| ladies have any occaſion for them, I ſhall leave to their ; 
| ſerious conſideration. 
AFTER having obſerved the particulars of her dreſs, as þ 
| I was taking a view of it altogether, the ſhop-maid, who 7 
is a pert wench, told me, that Madamoiſelle had ſomething . 
very curious in the tying of her garters ; but as I pay a due 


i 
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reſpect even to a pair of ſticks when they are in pettieoats, 
1 did not examine into that particular. 

Uros the whole I was well enough pleaſed with the 
appearance of this gay lady, and the more ſo becauſe 
was not talkative, a quality very rarely to be met with in 
the relt of her country-women. 

As I was taking my leave, the milliner farther informed 
me, that with the aſſiſtance of a watch-maker, who was 
her neighbour, and the ingenious Mr Powel, the had al- 
fo contrived another puppet, which by the help of ſeveral 
little ſprings to be wound up within it, could move all its 
limbs, and that ſhe had ſent it over to her correſpondent 
m Paris to be taught the various leanings and bendings 
of the head, the i; 6 of the boſom, the curtſy and reco- 
very, the [> pp trip, and the agreeable jet, as they are 
now practiſed in the court of France 

SHE added that ſhe hoped ſhe might depend upon hav- 
ing my encouragement as ſoon as it arrived; but as this 
was a petition of too great importance to be anſwered ex 
tempore, I left her without reply, and made the beſt of 
my way to Witt Hoxeycoms's lodgings, without 
whoſe advice I never communicate any thing to the pub- 
lic of this nature, 
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——Sermones ego mallem * 
Repentes per humum 


Hos. Ep. 1. I. 2. v. 250» 
Jraiber chuſe a low and creeping ſtile. 


M,. SxtECTaTOR, 


i IF i . 

* XY OUR having done conſiderable ſervices in this 
0 great city by rectifying the diſorders of families, 
* and ſeveral wives having preferred your advice and dis 
* reQtions to thoſe of their huſbands, emboldens me to 
* apply to you at this time. I am a ſhop-keeper,: and 
® tho' but a young man, I find by experience that no- 

1 3 : 
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© thing but the utmoſt diligence both of huſband and wife 
(among trading pI can keep affairs in any tolerable 
order. My wife at the beginning of our eſtabliſhment 
* ſhewed herſelf very aſſiſting to me in my buſineſs as 
much as could lye in her way, and I have reaſon to be- 
* lieve *twas with her inclination ; but of late ſhe has got 
* acquainted with a ſchoolman, who values himſelf for 
his great knowledge in the Greek tongue. He enter» 
* tains her frequently in the ſhop with diſcourſes of the 
* beauties and excellencies of that language; and repeats 
to her ſeveral paſſages out of the Greek poets, wherein 
* he tells her there is unſpeakable harmony and agree- 
able ſounds thar all other languages are wholly unac- 


on, that inſtead of uſing her former diligence in the 

op, ſhe now neglects the affairs of the houſe, and is 
wholly taken up with her tutor in learning by heart ſcra 
of Greek, which ſhe vents upon all occaſions. She told 
me ſome days ago, that whereas I uſe ſome Latin in- 
ſcriptions in my ſhop, ſhe adviſed me with a great deal 
of concern to have them changed into Greek; it being 
a language leſs underſtood, would be more conformable 
to the myſtery of my profeſſion; that our good friend 
would be aſſiſting to us in this work; and that a cer- 
tain faculty of gentlemen would find themſelves ſo much 
obliged to me, that they would infalltbly make my for- 
tune : in ſhort her frequent importunitics upon this and 
other impertinencies of the like nature make me very 
uneaſy ;zand if your remonſtrances have no more effect 
upon her than mine, I am afraid I ſhall be obliged ta 
ruin myſelf to procure her a ſettlement at Oxford with 
her tutor, for ſhe is already too mad for Bedlam. Now, 
Sir, you ſee the danger my family is expoſed to, and 
the likelihood of my wife's becoming both troubleſom 
and uſeleſs, unleſs her reading herſelf in your paper 
may make her reflect. She is ſo very learned that I 
cannot pretend by word of mouth to argue with her. 
She laughed out at your ending a paper in Greek, and 
* ſaid *twas a hint to women of literature, and very civil 
* not to tranſlate it to expoſe them to the yulgar. You 
2 ſee how it is with, 
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Sir, your humble Servant. 


quainted with. He has ſo infatuated her with his jars ' 
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Mr SrECTATOR, | 


I you have that humanity and compaſſion in your na- 
, I ture that you take ſuch pains to make one think you 
have, you will not deny your advice to a diſtreſſed dam- 
ſel, who intends to be determined by your judgment in 
© a matter of great importance to her. You mult know 
© then, there is an agreeable young fellow, to whoſe per- 
* ſon, wit, and humour no body makes any objection, that 
* pretends to have been long in love with me. To this I 
* muſt add, (whether it proceeds from the vanity of my 
nature, or the ſeeming ſincerity of my lover, I won't pre- 
© tend to ſay) that I verily believe he has a real value for 
* me; which if true, you'll allow may juſtly augment his 
© merit with his miſtreſs. In ſhort, 1 am ſo ſenſible of his 
good qualities, and what I owe to his — that I think 
I could ſooner reſolve to give up my liberty to him, than 
any body elſe, were there not an objection to be made 
© to his fortunes, in regard they don't anſwer the utmoſt 
mine may expect, and are not ſufficient to ſecure me 
* from undergoing the reproachful phraſe ſo commonly 
© uſed, that ſhe has played the fool. Now, though I am 
one of thoſe few who heartily deſpiſe equipage, dia- 
* monds, and a coxcomb; yet ſince ſuch oppohte notions 
* from mine prevail in the world, even amongſt the beſt, 
and ſuchasareeſkkemed the molt prudent people, can't 
© find in my heart to reſolve upon incurring the cenſure of 
© thoſe wile folks, which I am conſcious I ſhall do, if, 
* when I enter into a married ſtate, I diſcover a thought 
beyond that of equalling, if not advancing my fortunes. 
* Under this difficulty I now labour, not being in the leaſt 
determined whether 1 ſhall be governed by the vain 
world, and the frequent examples I meet with, or heark- 
en to the voice of my lover, and the motions I find in 
my heart in favour of him. Sir, your opinion and ad- 
vice in this affair is the only thing I know can turn the 
balance; and which I earneſtly entreat I may receive 
* ſoon; for 'till 1 have your thoughts upon it, I am en- 
* gaged not to give my ſwain a final diſcharge. ; 

*BE$1DEs the particular obligation you will lay on me; 
© by giving this ſubject room in one of your papers, is 
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* poſſible it may be of uſe to ſome others of my ſex, who 
© will be as grateful for the favour, as, 
S1R, Your humble Servant, 
| FLORINDA. 


P. S. To tell you the truth I am married to him alrea» 
dy, but pray ſay ſomething to juſtify me. 


Mr SreECTATOR, | 

< O U will forgive us profeſſors of muſic if we make 
Y a ſecond application to you, in order to promote 
our deſign of exhibiting entertainments of muſic in ori- 
þb.ii/dings. It is induſtriouſly inſinuated, that our inten- 


tion is to deſtroy operas in general; but we beg of you 
to inſert this plain explanation of ourſelves in your pa- 


o 
c 
c 
* 
4 
* per. Our purpoſe is only to improve our circumſtances, 
by improving the art which we profeſs. We ſee it ut» 
* terly deſtroyed at preſent, and as we were the perſons 
* who introduced operas, we think it a groundleſs impu- 
© tation that we ſhould ſet up againſt the operaitſelf, What 
* we pretend to aſſert is, that the ſongs of different authors 
* injudiciouſly put together, and a foreign tone and man- 
© ner which are expected in every thing now performed 
* amongſt us, has put muſicitſelf to a ſtand; inſomuch that 
© the ears of the people cannot now be entertained with 
© any thing but what has an impertinent gaiety, without 
any juſt ſpirit, or a languiſhment of notes, without any 
© paſhon or common ſenſe. We hope thoſe perſons of 
- — and quality who have done us the honour to ſub- 
* ſcribe, will not be aſhamed of their patronage towards 
u., and not receive impreſkons, that patroniſing us is be- 
© ing for or againſt the opera, but truly promoting their 
© own diverſions in a more juſt and elegant manner than 
has been hitherto performed. 
We are. SIX, 0 
Your moſt humble Servants, 
ThHoMAs CLAYTON. 
NicoLino Hayn, 
CHARLES DIEUPART. 


There will be no performand$. in York-buildiogs fill 
efter that of the ſubſcription, T 
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Reddere perſone ſcit convenientia cuigus. 
Hor, Ars poet. v. 316. 


He knows what beſt befits each character. 


We: have already taken a general ſurvey of the fable 
and characters in Milton's Paradiſe Left. The 
parts which remain to be conſidered, according to Ariſ- 
totle's method, are the Sentiments and the Languages 
Before I enter upon the firſt of theſe, I muſt advertiſe 
my reader, that it is my deſign, as ſoon as I have finiſhed 
my general reflexions on theſe four ſeveral heads, to give 
particular inſtances, out of the poem which is now before 
us, of beauties and imperfections which may be obſetyed 
under each of them, as alſo of ſuch other particulars, as 
may not properly fall under any of them. This 1 thought 
fit to premiſe, that the reader may not judge too haſtily 
of this piece of criticiſm, or look upon it as imperfe be» 
fore he has ſeen the whole extent of it. 

Tus ſentiments in an epic poem are the thoughts and 
behaviour which the author aſeribies to the perſons whom 
he introduces, and are 7, when they are conformable to 
the characters of the ſeveral perſons, The ſentiments have 
| likeways a relation to tings as well as perſons, and are then 
perfect when they are ſuch as are adapted to the ſubje&. 
If in either of theſe caſes the poet endeavours to argue or 
explain, to magnify or diminiſh, to raiſe love or hatred, 
pity or terror, or any other paſſion; we ought to conſider, 
whether the ſentiments he makes uſe of, are proper for thoſe 
ends. Homer is cenſured by the critics for his defe as to 
this particular in ſeveral parts of the Iliad and Odyſſey, 
tho' at the ſame time thoſe who have treated this great poet 
with candour, have attributed the defect to the times in 
which he lived. It was the fault of the age, and not of 
Homer, if there wants that delicacy in ſome of his ſenti- 
ments which now appears in the works of men of a much 
inferior genius. Beſides, if there are blemiſhes in an 


particular thoughts, there is an ipfinite beauty in th 
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greateſt part of them, In ſhort, if there are miny poets who 
would not have fallen into the meanneſs of ſome of his 
ſentiments, there are none who could have riſen up to the 
greatneſs of others. Virgil has excelled all others in the 
propriety of his ſentiments. Milton ſhines like ways very 
much in this particular: nor muſt we omit one conſide- 
ration which adds to his honour and reputation. Homer 
and Virgil introduced perſons whoſe characters are com- 
monly known among men, and fuch as are to be met with 
either in hiſtory, or in ordinary converſation. Milton's 
characters, molt of them, lye out of nature, and were to 
be formed purely by his own invention. It ſhews a greater 
genius in Shake/pear to have drawn his Calyban, than his 
Hotſpur or Julius Czar : the one was to be ſupplied out 
of his own imagination, whereas the other might have 
been formed upon tradition, hiſtory and obſervation, It 
was much eaſicr therefore for Homer to find proper ſenti- 
ments for an aſſembly of Grecian generals, than for Mil. 


ton to diverſify his infernal council with proper characters, 


and inſpire them with a variety of ſentiments. The loves 
of Dido and Eneas are only copies of what has paſſed be- 
tween other perſons. Adam and Eve, before the fall, 
are a different ſpecies from that of mankind, who are de- 


ſcended from them; and none but a poet of the moſt un- 


bounded invention, and the moſt exquiſite judgment, could 
have filled their converſation and behaviour with fo many 
apt circumſtances during their ſtate of innocence. 

No is it ſufficient for an epic poem to be filled with 


ſuch thoughts as are natural, unleſs it abound alſo with 


ſuch as are ſublime. Virgil in this particular falls ſhort 
of Homer. He has not indeed ſo many thoughts that are 
low and vulgar 3 but at the ſame time has not ſo many 
thoughts that are ſublime and noble. The truth of it is, 
Virgil ſeldom riſes into very aſtoniſhing ſentiments, where 
he is not fired by the Hiad. He every where charms and 
pleaſes us by the force of his own genius; but ſeldom 
elevates and tranſports us where he does not fetch his 
hints from Homer. | 
MILTON's chief talent, and indeed his diſtinguiſh» 
ing excellence, lyes in the ſublimity of his thoughts. 
There are others of the moderns who rival him in every 


other part of poetry; but in the greatneſs of his ſenti- 
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ments he triumphs over all the poets both modern and an- 
tient, Homer only excepted. It is impoſſible for the ima- 
gination of man to diſtcnd itſelf with greater ideas than 
thoſe which he has laid together in his firſt, ſecond, and 
ſixth books. The ſeventh, which deſcribes the creation of 
the world, is like ways wonderfully ſublime, tho' not ſo apt 
to {tir up emotion in the mind of the reader, nor con- 
ſequently ſo perfect in the epic wayof writing, becauſe it is 
filled with leſs action. Let the judicious reader compare 
what Longinus has obſerved on — paſſages in Homer, 
and he will ſind parallels for moſt of them in the Para- 
diſe Laſt. 

Faom what has been ſaid we may infer, that as there 
are two kinds of ſentiments, the natural and the ſublime, 
which are always to be purſued in an heroic poem, there 
are alſo two kinds of thoughts which are carefully to be 
avoided. The firſt are ſuch as are affected and unnatural ; 
the ſecond ſuch as are mean and vulgar. As for the ſirſt 
kind of thoughts, we meet with little or nothing that is 
like them in Virgil: he has none of thoſe trifling points 
and puerilitics that are ſo often to be met with in Ovid: 
none of the epigrammatic turns of Lucan ; none of thoſe 
ſwelling ſentiments which are ſo frequent in Statius and 
Claudian ; none of thoſe mixed embelliſhments of Taſſo. 
Every thing is juſt and natural. His ſentiments ſhew, that 
he had a perfect inſight into human nature, and that he 
knew every thing which was the moſt proper to affe it. 

Mz Dryden has in ſome places, which I may hereafter 
take notice of, miſrepreſented Virgi/'s way of thinking as 
to this particular, in the tranſlation he has given us of the 
ZEneid. I do not remember that Homer any where falls 
into the faults above-mentioned, which were indeed the 
falſe refinements of later ages. Milton, it muſt be con- 
feſt; has ſometimes erred in this reſpect, as I ſhall ſhew 
more at large in another paper; tho' conſidering how all 
the poets of the age in which he writ were infected with 
this wrong way of thinking, he is rather to be admired 
that he did not give more into it, than that he did ſome- 
times comply with the vicious taſte which (till prevails ſo 
much among modern writers. 

Bur ſince ſeveral thoughts may be natural which are 
low and groveling, an epic poet ſhould not only ayoid 
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ſuch ſentiments as are unnatural or affected, but alſo ſuch 
as are mean and vulgar. Homer has opened a great field 
of rallery to men of more delicacy than greatneſs of ge- 
nius, by the homlineſs of ſome of his ſentiments. But, 
as I have before ſaid, theſe are rather to be imputed to 
the ſimplicity of the age in which he lived, to which I 
may alſo add, of that which he deſcribed, than to any 
imperfection in chat divine poet. Zailus, among the an- 
cients, and Monſieur Perrault, among the moderns, puſned 
their ridicule very far upon him, on account of ſome ſuch 
ſentiments. There is no blemiſh to be obſerved in Vir- 
gil under this head, and but a very few in Milton. 

I SHALL give but one inſtance of this impropriety of 
thought in Homer, and at the fame time compare it with 
an % apa of the ſame nature, both in Virgil and Milton, 
Sentiments, which raiſe laughter, can very ſeldom be ad- 
mitted with any decency into an heroic poem, whoſe buſi- 
neſs it is to excite paſhons of a much nobler nature. Ho- 
mer, however, in his characters of Vulcan and Therſ/ites, 
in his ſtory of Mars and Venus, in his behaviour of /rus, 
and in other paſſages, has been obſerved to have lapſed 
into the burleſque character, and to have departed from 
that ſerious air, which ſeems eflential to the magniſicence 
of an epic poem. I remember but one laugh in the whole 
ZEneid, which riſes in the fifth book, upon Monztes, where 
he is repreſentcd as thrown overboard, and drying him- 
ſelf upon a rock. But this piece of mirth is fo well 
timed, that the ſevereſt Eritic can have nothing to ſay a- 
gainſt it; for it is in the book of games and diyerſions, 
where the reader's mind may be ſuppoſed to be ſufficiently 
relaxed for ſuch an entertainment. The only piece of 
tory in Paradiſe Loſt, is where the evil ſpirits are de- 
cribed as rallying the angels upon the ſucceſs of their new 
invented artillery, This paſſage I look upon to be the moſt 
exceptionable in the whole poem, as doing nothing elſe but 
a ſtring of puns, and thoſe too very indifferent ones. 

Satan beheld their plight, 

And to his mates thus in derifion call'd. 

0 friends, why come not on thoſe victors proud ? 

Ere while they fierce were coming, and when we, 

To entertain them fair with open front, 


And breaſt, (what could we more?) propounded term 
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' of er, Araigbt they chang d their mind, 
Flew off, and into ſtrange vagaries fell Sy Bae 
. As they would dance: yet for a dance they ſeemt'd.. 
Somewhat extravagant, and wild; perba t 
Fer joy of offer'd peace; but I ſuppoſe | t; 
| £ our propoſals once again were heard, 5 
Ve ſhould compel them to a quick reſult. 
To whom thus Belial in lite gameſome mood: 
Leader, the terms que ſent were terms of weight. 
hard contents, and full of force urg d home; + | 
Such as, we might perceive, amus d them all, Fl 
Aud ſtumbled many; who receives them tight, ; 
Had need from head io foot, well underſtand; | | 
Net underitood, this gif? they have befides, 
They ſhew us when our foes walk not upright. ©. 
Thus they among themſelves in pleaſant vein 
Stood ſcoffing n— | my 
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To pleaſe the great is not the ſmalleſt praiſe wth 
|  CnnncHs: 


2 deſire of pleaſing makes a man agreeable or un- 
1 welcome to thoſe with whom he converſes, accord» 
ing to the motive from which that inclination appears to 
flow. If your concern for pleaſing others ariſes from in- 
nate henevolence, it never fails of fucceſs; if from a ya» 
nity to excel, its diſappointment is no leſs certain. What 
we call an. agreeable man, is he: who is endowed with the 
natural beat to do acceptable things from a delighthetakes 
in them merely as ſuch ; and the affeftation of that cha- 
racter is what conſtitutes a fop. Under theſe leaders one 
may draw up all thoſe who make any manner of bgure, 
except in dumb ſhow. A rational and ſelect converſation 
is compoſed of perſons, who have the talent of pleaſing 
with delicacy of ſcatiments flowing from babitual chaſtay 
of {hought; but mixed e is frequently made up of 
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pretenders to mirth, and is uſually peſtered with conſtrain- 
ed, obſcene, and painful witticiſms. Now and then you 
meet with a man, ſo exactly formed for pleaſing, that it 
is no matter what he is doing or ſaying, that is to ſay, that 
there need no manner of importance in it, to make him 
ain upon every body who hears or beholds him. This 
elicity is not the giſt of nature only, but muſt be attended 
with happy circumſtances, which add a dignity to the fa» 
miliar behaviour which diſtinguiſhes him whom we call an 
agreeable man. It is from this that every body loves and 
cems Polycarpus, He is in the vigour of his age and 
the gaiety of life, but has paſſed through very conſpicuous 
ſcenes in it; tho* no ſoldier, he has ſhared the danger, and 
acted with great gallantry and generoſity on a deciſive day 
of battle. To have thoſe quauties which only make other 
men conſpicuous in the world as it were ſupernumerar 
to him, is a circumſtance which gives weight to his molt 
indifferent actions; for as a known credit is ready caſh:to 
a trader, ſo is acknowledged merit immediate diſtinctio 
and ſerves in the place 0 equipage to a gentleman, Th 
renders Polycarpus graceful in mirth, important in buſt- 
nels, and regarded with love, in every ordinary occurrence. 
But not to dwell upon characters which have ſuch parti» 
cular recommendations to our hearts, Jet us turn our 


thoughts rather to the methods of pleaſing, which mult 


carry men through the world who cannot pretend to ſuch 
advantages. Falling in with the particular humour or man- 
ner of one above you, abſtracted from the general rules of 
behaviour is the life of a ſlave. A paraſite differs in 
nothing from the meaneſt ſervant, but that the footman 
hires himſelf for bodily labour, ſubjected to go and come 
at the will of his maſter, but the other gives up his very 
foul : he is proſtituted to ſpeak, and profeſſes to think after 
the mode of him whom he courts. This ſervitude to a 
tron, in an honeſt nature, would be more grievous than 
that of wearing his livery; therefore we will ſpeak of 


thoſe methods only, which are worthy and ingenuous. 


THE happy talent of pleaſing either thoſe above you or 
below you, ſeems to be wholly owing to the opinion they 
have of your ſincerity. I his ſanity is to attend the agree- 
able man in all the actions of his life ; and I think there 


need no mort be ſaid in honour of it, than that it is what 
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forces the erw even of your opponents. The guilty 
man has an honour for the judge who with juſtice pro - 
nounces againſt him the ſentence of death itſelf. The 
author of the ſentence at the head of this paper, was an 
excellent judge of haman life, and paſſed his own in 
company the molt agreeable chat ever was in the world, 
Auguſtus lived amongſt his friends, as if he had his for- 
tune to make in his own court: candour and atfability, 
accompanied with as much power as ever mortal was 
velted with, were what made him in the utmoſt manner 
agrecable among a ſet of admirable men, who had thoughts 
3 too high for ambition, and views too large to be gratiſied 
* by what he could give them in che e of an empire, 
without the pleaſures of their mutual converſation-. A 
certain unanimity of taſte and judgment, which is natural 
to all of the ſame order in the ſpecies, was the band of 
this ſociety; and the emperor aſſumed no figure in it, but 
what he thought was his due from his private talents and 
qualifications, as they contributed to advance the pleaſures 
and ſentiments of the company. 

_ Cunni1xG people, hypocrites, all who are but half vir- 
tuous, or half wiſe, are incapable of taſting the reſined plea- 
ſure of ſuch an equal company as could wholly exclude 
the règard of fortune in their coverſations. ' Horace, in 
the difcourſe from whence 1 take the hint of the preſent 
ſpecalation, lays down excellent rules for conduct in con- 
yerſation with men of power; but he ſpeaks it with an ait 
of one who had no need of ſuch an application for any 
thing which related to himſelf. It ſhews he underſtood 
what it was to be a ſkilful courtier, by juſt admonitions 
againſt importunity, and ſhewing how forcible it was to 
ſpeak modeſtly of your own wants. There is indeed ſome- 
thing ſo ſhameleſs in taking all opportunities to ſpeak of 
your own affairs, that he who 1s guilty of it towards him 
on whom he depends, fares like the beggar, who cxpoſes 
his ſores, which inſtead of moving compaſſion makes the 
man he begs of turn away from the object. * 
I canxor tell what is become of him, but I remember 
about ſixteen years ago an honeſt fellow, who ſo juſtly 
underſtood how diſagreeable the mention or appearance 
of his wants would make him, that 1 haye often reflected 
upon him às a counterpart 4 Trut, whom I have formerly 

2 


OY) IH IE. a. et a oo 


* 4 1 * 


212 Tus SPECTATOR. Wo 287. 
mentioned. This man, whom I have miſſed for ſome 
"years in my walks, and have heard was ſome way em- 
ployed about the army, made it a maxim, That good wigs, 
delicate linen, and a chearful air, were to a poor depen+ 


. 8 - — 
— — ts. | vs man 


dent the ſame that working tools are to a poor artificer, 
It was no {mall entertainment to me, who know his cir- 


eumſtances, to ſee him who had faſted two days, attribute 


the thinneſs they told him of to the violence of ſome gal- 
Entries he had lately been guilty of. The ſkilful diflem- 
bler carried this on with the utmoſt addreſs; and if any 
ſuſpected his affairs were narrow, it was attributed to in- 
dulging himſelf in ſome faſhionable vice rather than an ir- 
reproachable poverty, which ſaved his credit with thoſe 
on whom he depended. | 

Tur main art is to be as little troubleſom as you can, 
and make all you hope for come rather as a favour from 
your patron than claim from you. But I am here pratiog 


of whar is the method of pleaſing ſo as to ſucceed in the 


world, when there are crowds who have, in city, town, 
court, and country, arrived at conſiderable acquiſitions, 


and yet ſeem incapable of acting in any conſtant tenor of 


life, but have gone on from one ſucceſsful error to ano- 
ther: therefore I think I may ſhorten this inquiry after 
the method of pleaſing; and as the old beau ſaid to his 
fon; once for all, Pray, Jack, be a fine gentleman, ſo 
may I, to my reader, abridge my inſtructions, and finiſh 
he art of pleaſing, in a word, Be rich. 2K 
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Padtoribus inhians ſpirantia conſulit exta. ' 
* VIRG. En. 4. v. 64. 


©» Anxious the reeking entrails he conſults. 
a beau*s head, with the ſeveral diſcoveries made on 


that occaſion ; I ſhall here, according to my promiſe, en- 
ter upon the diſſection of a coquette's heart, and eommu- 


* ons already given an account of the diſſection of 


nicate to the public ſuch particularities as we obſeryed in 


that curious pieec of anatomy. | a 
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1 $H0ULDÞ perhaps have wayed this undertaking, had 
not I been put in mind of my promiſe by ſeveral of my un- 
known correſpondents, who are very importunate with me 
to make an example of the coquette, as I have already done 
of the beau. It is therefore in compliance with the requeſt 
of friends, that I have looked over the minutes of my tor- 
mer dream, in order to give the public an exact relation 
of it, which 1 ſhall enter upon without farther preface. 

Ou operator, before he engaged in this viſionary diſ- 
ſection, told us, that there was nothing in his art more 
difficult than to lay open the heart of a coquette, by 
reaſon of the many labyriaths and receſſes which are to 
be found in it, and which do not appear in the heart of 
any other animal, 157 Ta 

He deſired us firſt of all to obſerve the pericardium, or. 
outward caſe of the heart, which we did very attentively : 
and by the help of our glafles diſcerned in it millions of 
little ſcars, which ſeemed to have been occaſioned by the 
points of innumcrable darts and arrows, that from time 
to time had glanced upon the outward coat, though we 
could not diſcover the ſmalleſt orifice, by which any of 
them had entered and pierced the inward ſubſtance. - 

Every ſmattcrer in anato iy knows that this perigar- 
dium, or caſe of the heart, contains in it a thin reddiſh 
6p ſuppoſed to be bred from the vapours which ex- 

ale out of the heart, and, being ſtopt here are condenſed 
into this watry ſubſtance. Upon examining this liquor, 
we found that it had in it all the qualities of that ſpirit 
which is made uſc of in the thermometer, to ſhew the 
change of weather. | 

No x mult I here omit an experiment one of. the com- 
pany aſſured us he himſelf had made with this liquor, 
which he found in great quantity about the heart of a co+ 
quette whom he had formerly diſſected. He affirmed to 
us, that he had actually incloſed it in a ſmall tabe made 
after the manner of a weather-glaſs; but that inſtead of 
acquaintiag him with the variations of the atmoiphere, it 
ſhewed him the qualities of thoſe perſons who entered the 
room where it ood. He attirmed alſo; that it roſe at the 
approach of a plume of feathers, an embroidered coat, or a 
E. of fringed gloves; and that it fell as ſoon as an ill - 

ped periwig, 2 clumſy pair of ſhoes, or an unfaſhion- 
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able coat came into his houſe: nay, he proceeded ſo far 
as to aſſure us, that upon his laughing aloud when he 


ſtood by it, the liquor mounted very ſenſibly, and imme- 


diately funk again upon his looking ſerious. In ſhort, he 
told us, that he knew very well by this invention whene- 
ver he had a man of ſenſe or a coxcomb in his room. 

' 'HaninG cleared away the pericardium, or the caſe 
and liquor above mentioned, we came to the heart itſelf, 


The outward ſurface of it was extremely ſlippery, and the 


mucro, or point, fo very cold withal, that, upon endea- 
vouring to take hold of it, it glided through the fingers 
like a ſmooth piece of ice. 

Dux fibres were turned and twiſted in a more intricate 
and perplexed manner, than they are uſually found in o- 
ther hearts; inſomuch that the whole heart was wound 
up together in a Gordian knot, and muſt have had very 
irregular and unequal motions, whilſt it was employed in 
its vital function. | | 

One thing we thought very obſervable, namely, that, 
upon examining all the veſſels which came into it or iſſued 
out of it; we could not diſcover any communication that 
it had with the tongue. 

Ws could not but take notice likeways, that ſeveral of 
thoſe little nerves in the heart which are affected by the 
ſentiments of love, hatred, and other paſhons, did not 
deſcend to this before us from the brain, but from the 
muſcles which lye about the eye. | 

Uron weighing the heart in my hand, I found it to be 
extremely light, and conſequently very hollow, which I 
did not wonder at, when, upon looking into the inſide of 
it, I ſaw multitudes of cells and cavities running one with- 


in another, as our hiſtorians deſcribe the apartments of Ro- 
ſamond's bower. Several of theſe little hollows were ſtuf- 


fed with innumerable ſorts of trifles, which I ſhall for- 
bear giving any particular account of, and ſhall therefore 
only take notice of what lay firſt and uppermoſt, which, 
upon our unfolding it, and applying our microſcopes to it, 
appeared to be a flame-coloured hood. 


Wx were informed that the lady of this heart, when 


living, received the addreſſes of ſeveral who made love to 
her, and did not only give cach of them encouragement, 


but made every one {he converſed with belicve that ſhe re- 
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j garded him with an eye of kindneſs; for which reaſoa 


f we expected to have ſeen the impreſſion of multitudes of 
7 faces among the ſeveral plaits and foldiags of the heart; 
y but to our great ſurpriſe not a ſingle-print of this nature 
5 diſcovered itſelf, till we came into the very core and cen- 


ter of it, We there oblerved a little figure, Which, up- 
on applying our glaſſes to it, appeared dreſſed in a very 
fantaſtic manner. The more I looked upon it, the more 
1 thought I had ſeen the face before, but could not poſ- 
ſibly recolle& either the place or time; when, at length, 
one of the company, who bad examined this ſigure more 
nicely than the reſt, ſhew'd us plainly by the make of its 
| face, and the ſeveral turns of its features, that the little 
idol which was thus lodged in the very middle of the 
heart was the deceaſed beau, whoſe head I gave ſome ac- 
count of in my laſt Tue/day's paper. 

As ſoon as we had finiſhed our diſſection, we reſolved 
to make an experiment of the heart, not being able to de- 
termine among ourſelves the nature of its ſubſtance, which 
differed in ſo many particulars from that of the heart in o- 
ther females. Accordingly we laid it into a pan of burn» 
ing coals, when we obſerved in it a certain falamandrine 
quality, that made it capable of living in the midlt of fire 
and flame, without being conſumed, or ſo much as ſinged. 

As we were admiring this ſtrange phenomenon, and 
ſtanding round the heart in a circle, it gave a moſt prodi- 
gious ſigh or rather crack, and diſperſed all at once 1n 

moke and vapour, This imaginary noiſe, which me- 
thought was louder than the burſt of a cannon, produced 
ſuch a violent ſhake in my brain, that it diſſipated the 
fumes of ſleep, and left me in an inſtant broad awake. 


— 
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pes incerta futuri. VirG En. 8. v. 580. 
Hopes and fears in equal balance laid. Dx vDREx. 


| T. is a lamentable thing that every man is full of com- 


plaints, and conſtantly uttering ſentences againſt the 
fickleneſs of fortune, when people generally bring upon 
themſelves all the calamities they fall into and are con- 
ſtantly heaping up matter for their own ſorrow and diſap- 
pointment, That which produces the greateſt part of the 
de luſions of mankind, is a falſe hope, which people indulge 
with ſo ſanguine a flatery to themſelves, that their hearts 
are bent upon fantaſtical advantages which they had no rea- 


. fon to believe ſhould ever have arrived to them. By this 


unjuſt meaſure of calculating their happineſs, they often 
mourn with real affliction for imaginary loſſes. When I 
am talking of this unhappy way of accounting for our- 
ſelves, I cannot but reflect upon a particular ſet of people, 
who, in their own favour, rcſolye every thing that is 
poſſible into what is probable, and then reckon on that 
probability as on what muſt certainly happen. WILL Ho- 
NEYCOMB, upon my obſerving his Tooking on a lady with 
ſome particular attention, gave me an account of the great 
diſtreſſes which had laid waſte that her very fine face, and 
had given an air of melancholy to a very agreeable per- 
ſon. That lady, and a couple of liſters of hers, were, ſaid 
W1LL, fourtecn years ago, the greateſt fortunes about 
town ; but without having any loſs by bad tenants, by 
bad ſecurities, or any damage by ſea or land, are reduced 
to very narrow circumſtances. They were at that time 
the molt inacceſhble haughty beauties in town; and their 
pretenſions to take upon them at that unmerciful rate, was 
raiſed upon the iullowing ſcheme, according to which all 
their lovers were aulwered. 

* Ov father is a youngiſh man, but then our mother 
is ſomewhat older, and not likely to have any children: 
© his eſtate, being 8col. per annum, at 20 years purchaſe, 
is worth 16,000]. Our uncle who is above 30, has 
400 l. per annum, which at the fore ſaid rate, is 8000 l. 
here is a widow aunt, who has 10,000 l. at her own 


» ww. 


*. 


diſpoſal left by her huſband, and an old maiden aunt 
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* who has 6008]. Then our father's mother has gool. 
* per annum, Which is worth 180001, and 10001, each 
© of us has of our own, which can't be taken from us. 
* Theſe ſumm'd up together ſtand thus: 


This equally divided 

Father's 800——1 6,000 between us three a» 
Uncle's 400——--8000 mounts bo * J. 
a 10,000 each; and allowance 
mov 6090 —16,000 being given for en- 
Grandmother 900——18,000 largement upon com- 
Own 1000cach—30090 mon fame, we may 
— ]yfuly paſs for 

Total 61,000 30,000 |. fortunes, 


Ix proſpect of this, and the knowledge of their own per- 
fonal merit, wy one was contemptible in their eyes, and 
they refus'd thoſe offers which had been frequently made 
em. But mark the end: the mother dies, the father is 
married again, and has a ſon, on him was entail'd the 
father's, uncle's, and grand-mother's eſtate, This cut 
off 43,0001. The maiden aunt married a tall Iriſhman, 
and with her went the 60001. The widow died, and left 
but enough to pay her debts and bury her; ſo that there 
remained for theſ: three girls but their own 10001, They 
had by this time paſſed their prime, and got on the wrong 
fide of thirty; and mult paſs the remainder of their days, 
upbraiding mankind that they mind nothing but money, 
and bewailing that virtue, ſenſe and modeſty are had at 
preſent in no manner of eitimation. 

I'MENT10N this caſe of ladies before any other, be- 
cauſe it is the moſt irreparable: for tho' youth is the time 
leſs capable of reflexion, it is in that ſex the only ſeaſon in 
which they can advance their fortunes, But if we turp our 
thoughts to the men, we ſec ſuch crowds of unhappy, from 
no other reaſon but an ill-grounded hope, that it 1s hard 
to ſay which they rather deſerve, our pity or contempt. It 
is not unpleaſant to ſee a fellow, after grown old in atten- 
dance, and after having paſt half a life in ſervitude, call 
himſelf the unhappieſt of all men, and pretend to be diſap- 
pointed becauſe a courticr broke his word. He that pro- 
miſes himſelf any thing but what may naturally ariſe from 
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his own property or labour. and goes beyond the deſire of 
poſſeſſing above two parts in three even of that, lays up 
for himſelf an increaſing heap of afflictions and diſappoint» 
ments, There are but two means in the world of gaining 
by other men, and theſe are by being either agreeable or 
conſiderable. The generality of mankind do all things for 
thcir own ſakes; and when you hope any thing from per- 
ſons above you, if you cannot ſay, I can be thus agreeable 
or thus ſerviceable, it is ridiculous to pretend to the digni- 
ty of being unfortunate when they leave you ; you were 
injudicious in hoping for any other than to be neglected, 
for ſuch as can come within theſe deſcriptions of being ca- 

able to pleaſe or ſerve your patron, when his humour or 
intereſts call for their capacity either way. 

IT would not, methinks, be an uſeleſs compariſon be- 
tween the condition of a man who ſhuns all the pleaſures 
of life, and of one who makes it his buſineſs to purſue 
them. Hope, in the recluſe, makes his auſternzes com- 
fortable, while the luxurious man gains nothing but un- 
eaſineſs from his enjoyments. What is the difference in 
the happineſs of him who is macerated by abſtinence, and 
his who is ſurfeited with exceſs? He who reſigns the 
world, has no temptation to envy, hatred, malice, an- 

er, but is in conſtant poſſeſſion of a ſerene mind; he who 
ollows the pleaſures of it, which are in their very na- 
ture diſappointing, is in conſtant ſearch of care, folicis 
tudc, remorſe, and confuſion, 


Mr SreECTATOR, January the 14th, 1712. 


1 1 Am a young woman and have my fortune to make, 
N for which reaſon I come conſtantly to church to 
* hear divine ſervice, and make conqueſts : but one great 
* hindrance in this my deſign, is that our clerk, who was 
once a gardener, has this Chriſtmas ſo overdeckt the 
church with greens, that he has quite ſpoilt my proſpect, 
inſomuch that I have ſcarce ſeen the young baronet 1 
dreſs at theſe three weeks, though we have both been 
very conſtant at ourdevotions, and don't fit above three 
f a off. The church, as it is now equipt, looks more 
* like a greenchouſe than a place of worſhip : the middle 
lle is a very pretty ſhady walk, and the = look like 
©'ſo. many arbours of cach fide of it, The pulpit itſelf 


— 


n 


ae <4 4 «& @ © Www 


> of 


998 6 „ „ 


| 


No 283. Tas SPECTATOR. 119 


© has ſuch cluſters of ivy, holly, and roſemary about it, 
© that. a light fellow in our pew took occaſion to ſay, 
© that the congregation heard the word out of a buſh, 
« like Moſes. Sir Anthony Love's pew in particular is 
© ſo well hedged, that all my batteries have no effect. 
* 1 am obliged to ſhoot at random among the boughs, 
* without taking any manner of aim. Mr SPECTATOR, 
* unleſs you'll give orders for removing theſe greens, I 
© ſhall grow a very aukward creature at church, and ſoon 
gave little elſe to do there but ſay my prayers, I am in 


* halte, 
Dear SI X, 
Your maſi obedient Servant, 
A JENNY SIMPER. 


No 283. Thurſday, JANUARY 24. 


Magiſter artis et largitor ingeni 
Venter —— 


Neceſiity is the mother of invention. 
| ExXGL1$H proverb; 


EE CIA N rallies the philoſophers in his time, who 
4 could not agree whether they ſhould admit riches 
into the number of real goods ; the profeſſors of the ſe- 
verer ſects threw them quite out, while others as reſo- 
lately inſerted them. 

i an apt to believe, that as the world grew more polite, 
the rigid doctrines of the firſt were wholly diſcarded, and 
I do not find any one fo hardy at preſent as to deny that 
there are very great advantages in the enjoyment of a plen- 
tiful fortune, Indeed the belt and wiſeſt of men, tho? they 
may poſhbly deſpiſe a good part of thoſe things which the 
world calls pleaſures, can, I think, hardly be inſenſible of 
that weight and dignity which a moderate ſhare of wealth 
adds to their characters, councils, and actions. 

Ws find it is a general complaint in profeſſions and 
trades, that the richeſt members of them are chiefly en- 
couraged, and this is falſly imputed to the ill nature of 
mankind, who are ever beſtowing their favours on ſuch 


a lealt want them. Whereas if we fairly conſider their 


PE RS. prolog, v. 10. 
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proceedings in this caſe, we ſhall find them founded on 
undoubted reaſon ;. ſince, ſuppoſing both equal in «their 
natural integrity, I ought, in common prudence, ta fear 


ſoul play from an indigent perſon, rather than from one 
whoſe eircumſtances ſcem to have placed him above the 
bare temptation of money. 5 nee eG? 
Tais reaſon allo makes the commonwealth tegard her 
icheſt ſubjects, as thoſe who are molt concerned ſor her 
quiet and intereſt, and conſequently ſitteſt to be intruſted 
with the higheſt r On the contraty, Cata- 
line's ſaying to thoſe men of deſperate fortunes, ho ap- 
plied them ſelves to him, and of whom he afterwards com- 
poſed his army, that :e had nothing to hope for but a ciuii 
mar, was too true not to make the impreſſions he deſired, 
I BELIEVE I nced not fear but that what I have ſaid in 
praiſe of moncy, will be more than ſufficient with moſt of 
my readers to. excuſe the ſubject of my preſent paper; 
which I intend as an eſſay on The aways to raiſe a man's 
fertune, or The 2 growing rich. | 
Tus firſt, and moſt infallible method towards the at- 
taining of this end is thrift : all men are not equally 
qualified for getting money, but it is in the power of every 
one alike to practiſe this virtue, and I believe there are 
1 few perſons, who, if they pleaſe to reflect on their 


Fat lives, will not find that had they ſaved all thoſe little 


ums which they have ſpent unneceſſarily, they might at 
58 have been maſters of a competent fortune. Di- 
gence juſtly claims the next place to riſt: I find both 
theſe excellently well recommended to common uſe in the 


* 


three following Italian proverbs ; 16 


"+ 


Never do that by proxy which you can do yourſelf, .. 
"Never defer that till to-morrow which you can do torday;; 
Never negledt ſmall matters and expences, | 


A rnixp inſtrument of growing rich, is meihed in 
buſineſs, which, as well as the two former, is alſo at» 
tainable by perſons of the meaneſt capacities. 

Tux famous De Mit, one of the greateſt ſtateſmen of 


the age in which. be lived, being aſked by a friend, how. 


he was able to diſpatch that multitude of affairs in which 


he was engaged, replied, that his whole art conſiſted ia 
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doing one thing at ence. If, ſays he, I have any neceſſary 
diſpatches to make, I think of nothing elſe till theſe are 
finiſhed; if any domeſtic affairs require my attention, I 
give-myſelf wholly up to them till they are ſet in order. 
Ils ſhort, we often ſee men of dull and phlegwatic tem- 
pers, arriving to great eſtates, by making a regular and 
orderly diſpoſition of their buſineſs, and that without it 


the greateſt parts and molt lively imaginations rather puzzle 


their affairs than bring them to a happy iſſue. 5 
Fon what has been ſaid, I think I may lay it down 
as a maxim, that every man of good common ſenſe may, 
if he pleaſes, in his particular ſtation of life, moſt cer- 
tainly be rich. The reaſon why we ſometimes ſee that 
men of the greateſt capacities are not ſo, is either becauſe 
they deſpiſe wealth in compariſon of ſomething elſe z or 
at leaſt are not content to be getting an eſtate, unleſs 
they may do it their own way, and at the ſame time en- 
joy all the pleaſures and grauſications of life. 


Bur beſides theſe ordinary forms of grewing rich, it 


muſt be allowed that there is room for genius, as well ia 
chis as in all circumſtances of life. $27 

TxovGH the ways of getting money were Jong ſince 
very aumerous ; and though ſo many new ones have been 
found out of late years, there is certainly {till remaining ſs 
large a held for invention, that a man of an indifferent 
head might ealily fit down and draw up ſuch a plan for the 
conduct and ſupport of his life, as was never yet once 
thought of. | | 

W daily ſee methods put in practice by hungry and 
ingenious men, which demonſtrate the power of invention 
in this particular. * 

Ir is reported of Scaramouche, the firſt famous Halian 
comedian, chat being at Paris and in great want, he be- 
* pa himſelf of conſtantly plying near the door of a 
nored perfumer in that city, and when any one came out 
who had been buying muff never failed to deſire a taſte 
of them; when he had by this means got together a quan- 
tity made up of ſeveral different ſorts, he ſold it again at a 


lower rate to the ſame perfamer, who finding out the trick, ö 


call'd it, Tabac de mille leurs, or ſnuff of athouſand ſſonue ri. 
The tory farther tells us, that by this means he got a very 


comfortable ſubſiſtence, till making too much to grow 
Vor. IV, L 


Py 
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rich, he one day took ſuch an unreaſonable pinch out of 
the box of a Si officer, as engaged him in a quarrel, 
and obliged him to quit this ingemous way of life. - + 
No can I in this place omit doing jullice to a youth 
of my own country, who, tho' he is ſcarce yet twelve 
years old, has with great induſtry and application attained 
to the art oſ beating the grenadiers march on his chin. 
am credibly informed, that by this means he does not 
only maintain himſelf and his mother, but that he is laying 
up money every day, with a deſign, if the war continues, 
to purchaſe a drum at leaſt, if not a colours. | 

I-SHALL conclude theſe inſtances with the device of 
the famous Nabelais, when he was at a great diſtance 
from}Paris, and without money to bear his expences thi- 
ther. This ingenious author being thus ſharp ſet, got to · 
gether a convenient quantity of brick duſt, and having 
diſpoſed of it into ſeveral papers, writ upon one, Poiſon 


for Monſieur, upon a ſecond, Poiſon for the Dauphin, 


and on'a-third, Poiſon for the King. Having made this 
proviſion for the rayal family of France, he laid his pa- 
pers fo that his landlord, who was an inquiſitive man, and 
à good ſubject, might get a fight of them. od 
Tur plot ſucceeded as he deſired : the hoſt gave im- 
mediate intelligence to the ſecretary of ſtate. The ſe- 
cretary preſently ſent down a ſpecial meſſenger, who 
brought up the traitor to court, and provided him at the 
king's expence with proper accommodations on the road. 
As ſoon as he appeared, he was known to be the cele- 
brated Rabelais, and his powder upon examination being 
found very innocent, the jeſt was only laughed at; for 
mark a leſs eminent d roll would have been ſent to the 

allies, 

\ Tabor and commerce might doubtleſs be ſtill varied a 
thouſand ways, out of which would ariſe ſuch branches as 
have not yet been touched. The famous Dozly is (till freſh 
in every one's memory, who raiſed a fortune by finding 
out materials for ſuch ſtuffs as might at once be cheap and 
genteel. I have heard it affirmed, that had he not diſ- 
covered this frugal method of gratifying our pride, ve 
ſhould hardly have been able to carry on the laſt war. 

* IREGARD trade not only as highly advantageous to the 
commonwealth in general; but as the moſt natural and 
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likely method of making a man's fortune, baving oh- 
ſerved, ſince my being a Spectator in the world, greater 
eſtates got about Change, than at Mbitehali or St James n. 
I belicve I may alſo add, that the firſt acquiſitions are 
generally attended with more ſatisfaction, and as good a 
I uus not however cloſe this. eſſay, without obſerv- 
ing that what has been ſaid is only intended for perſons in 
the common ways of thriving, and is not deſigned for 
thoſe men who from low beginnings puſh; themſelves. up 
to the top of ſtates, and the moſt conſiderable figures. in 
life. My maxim of /aving is not deſigned, for ſuch 
theſe, ſince nothing is more uſual than for thrift io 5 
appoint the ends of ambition: it being almoſt impoſſih 
that the mind ſhould be intent upon trifles, while it is at 
the ſame time forming ſome great deſigg. 
I MAY therefore compare theſe men to a great poet, 
who, as Longinus ſays, while he is full of the molt mag- 


. nificent ideas, is not always at leaſure to mind che luls 


beautics and niceties of his art. 0 

I our p however have all my readers take great care 
how they miſtake themſelves for uncommon genie. and 
men above rule, ſince it is very eaſy for them to be de- 
ceived in this particular. | 25/64, vb 


Ns 284. Friday, JANUARY 25. 
= Poftbabui tamen #lorum mea ſeria ludo. LEE. 
et goal tf, | VI. Ecl. 7. v. 1. 
Their mirth to ſhare, I bid my buſineſs wait. ©. 
N unaffeted behaviour is without queſtion 4 very 
+. Jus charm ; but under the notion of being uncon- 


ained and diſengaged, people take upon them io be un- 


concerned in any duty of life. A gencral negligence is 

what they aſſume upon all occaſions, and ſet up for an 

averſion to all manner of buſineſs and attention. / am 

the carelefſeft creature in the world, I have certainly. the 

wort memory of any man living, are frequent expreſſions 

in the mouth bn of this ſort. It is a pro- 
4 2 
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feſſed maxim with theſe people never to hi; there is 
fomething ſo ſolemn in reflexion, they, forſooth, can ne- 
ver give themſelves time for fuch a way of employing 
themſelves. It happens often that this ſort of man is 
Heavy enoagh in his nature to be à good proficient in ſuch 
matters as are attainable by induſtry; but alas! he has 
foch'an ardent deſire to be what he is not, to be too vo- 
Hfile, to have the faults of a perſon of ſpirit, that he pro · 
feſſes himſelf the moſt unfit man living for any manner of 
application. When this humour enters into the head of 
a female, ſhe generally profeſſes ficknefs upon all occa- 
fions, and acts all things with an indifpoſed air: ſhe is 
offended,” but her mind is too lazy to raife her to anger, 
therefote the lives only as actuated by a violent ſpleen 
und gentle ſcorn. She has hardly curioſity to liſten to 
ſcandal of her "acquaintance, and has never attention 
enough to hear them commended. This affectation in 
both ſexes makes them vain of being uſeleſs, and rake a 
ecrtain pride in their infignificancy. 25 


Oreos ts to this folly is another no leſs unreaſonable, 
and that is the impertinence of being always in a hurry. 


There are thoſe who viſit ladies, and beg pardon, before 
they are well ſeated in their chairs, that they juſt called in, 
but are obliged to attend buſineſs of 2 * elſe where 
the very next moment. Thus they run from place to place, 
profeſſing that they are obliged to be ſtill in another chm · 
pany than that which they are in. Theſe perſons ho are 
juſt a going ſomewhere elſe ſhould never be detained ; let 


all the world allow that buſineſs is to be minded, and their 


affairs will be at an end. Their vanity is to be im d, 
and compliance with their. multiplicity of affairs would 
effectually diſpatch them. The travelling ladies, who have 
half the town to ſee in an afternoon, may be pardoged 
for being in conſtant harry ; but it is inexcuſabſe in men 
to come where they have no buſineſs, to profeſs they ab- 
ſent themſelves where they have. It has been remarked 
by ſome nice obſervers and critics, that there is nothing 
diſcovers the true temper of a perſon ſo much as his letters. 
I have by me two epiſties, which are written by two people 
of the different humours above-mentioned. It is wonder- 
ful that a man cannot obſerve upon himſelf when he ſits 
down to write, but that he will graycly commit himſelf to 


Ne 284. Tas SPECTATOR. *r 
per the ſame man. that he is in the freedom of conver- 
— L have. hardly ſeen a line from any of theſe gen- 
tlemen, but ſpoke. them as abſent, from what they were 
doing, as they profeſs they are when they come inte 
company For the folly is, that they have perſnaded 
themſelves they really are buſy. Thus their Whole me 
is ſpent in ſuſpenſe of the preſent moment to the next, 
then from the next to the ſueceeding, which to the 

end of life is to pa away with preteace to many things, 
and execution of nothing. 1 . + veer” 
Ly. 7 & 36; | 38 i » 
: HE poſt is juſt going out, and I. have many other 
2 letters of very great importance to write this eve- 
nipg, but 1 could not omit. making my compliments to 
you for your civilities to me when I was laſt in town. It 
is my misfortune to be full of huſineſs, that I cannot tell 
* you 4 thouſand. things which I have to ſay to vou, 1 
* muſt deſire you to communicate the contents of this to 
no one living; but believe me to be, with the greateſt 
* fidelity, | 
N SIX. 


Your moſt obedient, humble Servant, 


MADAM, | * 
* T HATE writing, of all things in the world; howe» 
ver, tho” I have drank the waters, and am told I 
* ought not to uſe my eyes ſo much, I eannot forbear 
* writing to you, to tell you Lhave been to the laſt de» 

ree hipped ſince I ſaw you. How could you entertain 
fach a thought, as that I ſhould hear of that filly fel 
© low with paticace? Take my word for it, there is no» 
* thing in it; and. you may believe it, when ſo lazy. a 
© creature as I am undergo the pains to aſſure you of in 
by taking pen, iok, and paper in my hand. Forgive this, 

« you know I ſhall not often oſſend in tius kind, I am 
very much 


: 
* 


STEPHEN COURLERs © 


* 
Ll 


Your Servant, 
B&iDGET EL1THERDOWNs, 


The ſellou. is of your: country,. prigthee ſend and 
bowever whether he has ſo great an eſtate. * © 
L3 | 
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Mr srreraros, N Zan. 24. 1712. 
1 Au clerk of the pariſh from whence Mris Simper 

ſends her complaint, in your yeſterday's SpeFator, 
I muſt bey of you to publiſh this as a public admonition 
to the aforeſaid Mris Simper, otherways all my-honeſt 
care in the diſpoſition of the greens in the church will 
have no effect: I ſhall therefore, with your leave, lay 
before you the whole matter. I was formerly, as ſhe 
charges me, for ſeveral years a gardener in the county 
of Kent: but I muſt abſolutely deny, that 'tis out of any 
affection I retain for my old employment, that I have 
placed my greens ſo liberally about the church, but out 
of a particular ſpleen 1 conceived againſt Mris Simper 
(and others of the ſame ſiſterhood) ſome time ago. As to 
herſelf, I had one day ſet the hundredth p/a/m, and was 


* ſinging the firſt line in order to put the congregation into 


the tune, ſhe was all the while curtſying to Sir Anthony, 


in ſo affected and indecent a manner, that the indignation 
I conceived at it made me forget myſelf ſo far, as from 


the tune of that ſalm to wander into Sguthwell tune, 
and from thence into #ind/er tune, ſtil} unable to recovers 
myſelf till i had with the utmoſt confuſion ſet a new one. 
Nay, I have often ſeen her riſe up and ſmile, and curtſy 
to one at the lower end of the church in the midit of a 


Gloria patri and when I have ſpoke the affent to a 


prayer with a long Amen uttered with decent gravity, 
ſhe has been rolling her eyes round about in fach a man - 
ner, as plainly mewed, however ſhe was moved, it was 
not towards an heavenly object. In fine, ſhe extended 
her conqueſt fo far over the males, and raiſed ſuch envy 
in the females, that, what between love of thoſe, and 
the jealouſy of theſe, I was almoſt the only perſon that 
looked in a prayer-book all church · time. I had ſeve- 
ral projects in my head to = a ſtop to this growing miſ 
chief; but as I have long lived in Kent, and there often 
heard how the Kentiſh men evaded the conquerer, by 
32 green boughs over their heads, it put me in 
mind of practiſmg this device againſt Mris Szmper. I 
find I have preſerved many a young man. from her. eye- 


ſhor by this means; therefore humbly pray the boughs 


* 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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© may be fixed, till ſhe ſhall give ſecurity for her peace» 
able intentions. * 
nn Your humble Servant, 2 
0 FRAxcis STERNHOLD. 


2 


da 10 
Ns 285. Saturday, JANUARY 26. 
Nes quicungue deur, quicunque adbibebitur heros, 
Regali conſpectus in auro nuper et oftro, 
Meret in obſcuras humili ſermone tabernas : * 
' Aut, dum vitat bumum, nubes et inania captet, 
| | Hor. Ars poet. v. 227. 
But then they did not norong themſelves ſo much, 
To make a god, a hero, or a king, 
($ tript of his golden crown, and purple robe) 
eſcend to a mechanic dialect; | 
Nor (io avoid ſuch meanneſs) fearing high, 
With empty ſound, and airy notions fly. 
RoOSCOMMON, 


AVING already treated of the fable, the characters 

and ſentiments in the Paradiſe Loft, we are in the 

laſt place to conlider the language: and as the learned 

world is very much divided upon Milton as to this point, 

I hope they will excuſe me if I appear particolar in any of 

my opinions, and incline to thoſe who judge the molt ad- 
vantageouſly of the author. 

IT is requiſite that the language of an heroic poem ſhould 
be both perſpicuous and ſublime. In proportion as either 
of theſe two qualities are wanting, the language is imper- 
fe&, Perſpicuity is the firſt and molt neceſſary qualificati- 
on; inſomueh that a good-natur'd reader ſometimes over- 
looks a little lip even in the grammar or ſyntax, where it 
is impoſhble for him to miſtake the poct's ſenſe. Of this 
kind is that paſſage in Milton, wherein he ſpeaks of Satan; 


od and hi Sen except, 
Created thing nought-valu'd be nor ſhunn'd, 


And that in which he deſcribes Adam and Zve ; 


1 Adam the. goodlieft nan of men ſince born 
His ſons, the faireſt of ber daughters Eve. 
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Ir is plain, that in the former of theſe paſſages accord : 
ing to the natural frntax, the divine perſons mentioned in 
the firſt line are repreſented as created beings: and that, 
in the other Adam and Eve are confounded with their 
ſons and daughters. Such little blemiſhes as theſe, when 
the though: 18 great and natural, we ſhould, with Horace, 
impute to a pardonable inadvertency, or to the weakneſs. 
of human nature, which cannot attend to each minute 
particular, and give the laſt ſiniſhing to every eircumſtance 
in ſo long a work. The antient critics therefore, who- 
were acted by a ſpirit of candout, rather than that of ca- 
villing, invented certain figures of ſpeech, on purpoſe to 
palliate little errors of this nature in the writings of thoſe 
authors who had ſo many greater beauties to atone for them. 

Ir clearneſs and perſpicuity were only to be conſulted, 
the poet would have nothing elſe to do but to clothe his 
thoughts in the molt plain and natural expreſſions. But 
ſince it often happens that the moſt obvious phraſes, and 
thoſe which are uſed in ordinary converſation, become too 
familiar to the ear, and contract {a kind of meanneſs by 
paſſing through the mouths of the vulgar, a poet ſhould 
take particular care to guard himſelf againſt idiomatic ways 
of ſpeaking. Ovid and Lucan have many poorneſſes of 
expreſhon upon this account, as taking up with the firſt 
phraſes that offered without putting themſelves to the 
trouble of looking after ſuch as would not only have been 
natural, but alſo elevated and ſublime. Milton has but 
few failings in this kind, of which, however, you may 


meet with ſome inſtances, as in the following paſſages. 


Embrios and idiots, eremites and friert, | 
White, black and grey, 7th all their trumpery, 
Here pilgrims ram | 
A while diſcourſe they hold, 

No fear Jeſt dinner cool; when thus began 

Our author -—— 

Who of all ages to ſucceed, but feeling © 

The evil on him brought by me, will curſe 

My head, ill fare our anceſtor impure, 

For this we may thank Adam 


_— 


Tux great maſters in compoſition know very well, that 
many an elegant phraſe becomes improper for a poet or an 
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orator, when it has been debaſed by common uſe. For this 
reaſon the works of antient authors, which are written in 
dead languages, have a great advantage over thoſe which 
are written in languages that are now ſpoken. Were there 
any mean phraſes or idioms in Virgil and Homer, they 
woald not ſhock the ear of the moſt delicate modern read - 
er, ſo much as they would have done that of an old Greet 
or Roman, becauſe we never hear them pronounced in our 
ſtreets, or in ordinary converſation. 

Ir is not therefore ſufficient, that the language of an 
epic poem be perſpicuous, unleſs it be alſo ſublime. To 
this end it ought to deviate from the common forms and 
. [then es of ſpeech. The judgment of a poet very 
much diſc 
expreſhon, without falling into ſuch ways of ſpeech as 
may ſeem {tiff and unnatural ; he muſt not ſwell into a 
falſe ſublime by endeavouring to avoid the other extreme. 
Among the Greeks, A/chylus, and ſometimes Sophbocles, 
were guilty of this fault; among the Latins, Claudian 
and Statius ; and, among our own countrymen, Shakes 
ſpear and Lee. In theſe authors the affectation of great» 
neſs often hurts the perſpicuity of the ſtile, as in many others 
the endeavour after perſpicuity prejudices its greatneſs. 
"ARISTOTLE has obſerved, that the idiomaric ſtile 
may be avoided, and the ſublime formed, by the follows 
ing methods. Firſt, by the uſe of metaphors ; ſuch are 
thoſe of Milton ; b 
Imparadis'd in one another's arms. 

And in his band a reed 

Stood waving tipt with fre. 

The graſſy clods now calv d. 

Spangled with eyes 


Ix theſe and innumerable other inſtances, the metaphors 
are very bold but juſt. I mult however obſerve that the 
metaphors are not ſo thick ſown in Milton, which always 
Tavours too much of wit; that they never claſh with one 
another, which, as Ariſtotle obſerves, turns a ſentence 
into a kind of an enigma or riddle ; and that he ſeldom 


bas recourſe to them where the proper and natural words 
vill do as well. | 


| 


overs itſelf in ſhunning the common roads of 
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Axornzx way of raiſing the language, and giving it a 
etical turn, is to make uſe of the idioms of other tongues. 
irgil is full of the Greek forms of ſpeech, which the cri- 
tics call He//cniſms, as Horace in his Oder abounds with 
them much more than Virgil. I need not mention the 
ſeveral dialects which Homer has made uſe of for this end. 


* 


Milton, in conformity with the 2 of the antient poets, 


and with Ariſtotle's rule, has infuſed a great many Latini/ms 
as well as Cræciſius, and ſometiraes Hebraiſint, into the 
language of his poem; as towards the beginning of it: 
Nor did they not perceive the evil plight - 
In which they were, or the fierce pains not feel, 
Vet to their gen'ral's voice they ſoon obey d 
ho ſhall tempt with wand'ring fret 
: The dark unbottom'd infinite abyſs, c 
And through the palpable obſcure find out 
. His uncouth way, or ſpread bis airy flight 
Upborn with indefatigable wings - 
Over the vaſt abrupt F 
o both aſcend 


p 


In the vifions of G s 


© Unpzx this head may be reckon'd the placing the ac. 


jeftive after the ſubſtantive, the tranſpoſition of words, the 


turning the adjective into a ſubſtantive, with ſeveral other 
foreign modes of ſpeech which this poet has naturalized to 
4A verſe the greater ſound, and throw it out of proſe. 

Tux third method mentioned by Ariſtotle is what a- 
grees with the genius of the Greet language more than 
with that of any other tongue, and is therefore more uſed 
by Homer than by any other poet, I mean the leogthaing 
of a phraſe by the addition of words, which may either 
be inſerted or omitted, as alſo by the extending or con · 
tracting of particular words by the inſertion or omiſhon 
of certain ſyllables. Milton has put in practice this me- 
thod of railing his language, as far as the nature of our 


tongue will permit, as in the paſſage aboye-mentioned, 


eremite, for what is hermit, in common diſcourſe,” If you 
obſerve the meaſure of his verſe, he has with great judg- 
ment ſuppreſſed a ſyllable in ſeveral words, and ſhortened 
thoſe of two ſyllables into one, by which method, be- 
ſides the above · mentioned advantage, he has given a greater 
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variety to his numbers. But this practice is more particu 
larly remarkable in the names of perſons and of countries, 
Fase, Heſſebon, and in many other particulars, 
wherein he has ether changed the name, or made uſe of 
that which is not the moſt commonly known, that he 
might the better depart from the language of the vulgar. 
Tur ſame reafon recommended to him ſeveral old 
words, which alſo makes his poem appear the more ve- 
nerable, and gives it a greater air of antiquity. | 
Ius likeways take notice, that there are in Milton 
ſeveral words of his own coining, as Cerberean, 7 
hell- daom' d, embryon atoms, and many others. If the reader 
is offended at this liberty in our Egliſh poet, I would re- 


commend him to a diſcourſe in Plutarch, which ſhews us 


how frequently Homer has made uſe of the ſame liberty. 
MILTON, by the above-mentioned helps, and by 
the choice of the nobleſt words and phraſes which our 
tongue would afford him, has carried our language to a 
ater height than any of the Eugliſb poets have ever 
2 before or after him, and made the ſublimity of his 
ſtile equal to that of his ſentiments. | 
I #Ave been the more particular in theſe obſervations 
on Milter's ſtile, becauſe it is that part of him in which 
he appears the moſt ſingular. The remarks I have here 
made upon the practice of other poets, with my obſerva+- 
tions out of 4r;j/?otle, will perhaps alleviate the prejudice 
which. ſame have taken to his poem upon this account; 
tho? after all, I muſt confeſs, that I think his ſtile, tho 
admirable in general, is in ſome places too much ſtiffened 
and obſcured by the frequent uſe of thoſe methods, which 


 Ariftatle has preſcribed for the raiſing of it. 


Tx1s redundancy of thoſe ſeveral ways of ſpeech, 
which Ari/totle calls foreign language, and with which 
Milton has fo very much enriched, and in ſome places 
darkened the language of his poem, was the more pro- 
per for his uſe, becauſe his poem is written in blank verſe, 
Rhyme, without any other aſſiſtance, throws the language 


off from proſe, and very often makes an indifferent phraſe 


paſs unregarded ; but where the verſe is not built upon 


, rhymes, there pou of ſound, and energy of expreſſion, 


are indiſpenſably neceſſary to ſupport the ſtile, and keep 
it from falling into the flatneſs of proſe, 


l 
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{T8058 ho bave not a taſte for this elevation of ſtile, 
and are apt to ridicule a poet when he departs from the 
common forms of .expreihan, would do well to ſee how 
Ariftotl: has treated an antient author called Euclid, for 
his tahpid mirth upon this occaſion, Me Dryden uſed to 
call theſe fort of men his proſe critics. 
_ I 840vLD, under this head of the language, conſider 
Nilton's numbers, in which he has wade uſe of ſevcral 
elifons, that are not cuſtomary. among other Engliſh 
poets, as may be particularly obſerved in his cutting off 
the letter T, when it precedes a vowel. This and ſome 
other innovations in the meaſure of his yerſe. has varied 
is numbers in ſuch a manner, as makes them incapable 
of ſatiating the ear, and cloying the reader, which the 
ſame uniform meaſure would certainly have dope, and 
which the perpetual returus of rhyme never fail to do in 
long narrative 75 I ſhall cloſe theſe reflexions up 
the language of Paradiſe Laſt, with obſerving that Milton 
bas copied after Homer rather than Virgil in the length of 
| his periods, the copiouſneſs of his phraſcs, and the running 


of his verſcs into one avother. L 


No 286. - Monday, JaxuaryY 28, 


Nomina honeſla prætenduntur vitiis. 
| Tacir. Ann. I. 14. c. 21. 
J Specious names are lent to cover vices, 


| Mr SytEcTaTOR, York, . Fan. 18. 1712. 
| „ FT PRETEND not to inform a gentleman of fo juſt a 
T taſte, whenever he pleaſes to uſe it; but it may not 
* be amiſs to inform your readers that there is a falſe deli- 
* cacy as well as a true one, True delicacy, as I take it, 
conſiſts in exactneſs of judgment and dignity of ſenti- 
ment, or, if you will, purity of affection, as this is oppoſed 
to corruption and groſſneſs. There are pedants in 5 
ing as well as in Jearning. The eye that cannot bear the 
light is not delicate but ſore, A good conſtitution ap- 
« pears in the ſoundneſs and vigour of the parts, not in 
* the ſqueamilhneſs of the {tomach ; and a falſe delicacy is 
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affectation, not politeneſs. What then can be the ſtand» 
ard of dclicacy but truth and virtue? virtue, which, as 
the ſatiriſt long ſince obſerved, is real honour ; whereas 
cke other diſtinctions among mankind are merely titular, 
Judging by that rule in my opinion, and in that of many 
of your virtuous female readers, you are ſo far from 
deſerving Mr C:rtly's accuſation, that you ſeem too 
gentle, and to allow too many excuſes for an enormous 
crime, which is the reproach of the age, and is in all its 
branches and degrees exprelsly forbidden by that religion 
we pretend to profeſs ; and whoſe laws, in a nation that 
calls itſelf Chriſtian, one would think ſhould take place 
of thoſe rules which men of corrupt minds, and thoſe of 
weak underſtandings follow. Iknow not anything more 
pernicious to good manners, than the giving fair names 
to foul actions; for this confounds vice and virtue, and 
takes off that natural horror we have to evil. An inno- 
cent creature, who would ſtart at the name of ſtrumpet, 
may think it pretty to be called a miſtreſs, eſpecially if 
her ſeducer has taken care to inform her, that an union 
of hearts is the principal matter in the ſight of heaven, 
and that the buſineſs at church is a mere idle ceremony, 
Whoknows aot that the difference between obſcene and 
modeſt words expreſſing the ſame action, conſiſts only 
in the acceſſary idea, for there is nothing immodeſt in 
letters and ſyllables. Fornication and adultery are mo- 
deſt words, becauſe they expreſs an evil action as criminal, 
and ſo as to excite horror and averſion ; whereas words 
repreſenting the pleaſure rather than the ſin, are for this 
reaſon indecent and diſhoneſt. Your papers would be 
chargeable with ſomething worſe than indelicacy, they 
would be immoral, did you treat the deteſtable ſins of 
uncleanneſs in the ſame manner as you rally an imper- 
tinent ſelf-love, and an artful glance; as thoſe laws would 
be very unjuſt, that ſhould chaſtiſe murder and petty 
larcency with the ſame puniſhment” Even delicacy re» 
quires that the pity ſhewn to diſtreſſed indigent wicked» 
neſs, firſt betrayed into, and then expelled the harbours 
of the brothel, ſhould be changed to deteſtation, when 
we conſider pampered vice in the habitations of the 
wealthy. The moſt free perſon of quality, in Mr Court- 
Hs phraſe, that is, to ſpeak properly, a woman of figure 
Vor. IV. N | 
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who has forgot her birth and breeding, diſhonoured her 
relations and herfelf, abandoned her virtue and reputa- 


tion; together with the natural modeſty of her ſex, and 


riſked her very ſoul, is ſo far from deſerving to be treated 
with no worſe. character than that of a kind woman, 
(which is doubtleſs Mr Courtly's meaning, if he has any) 


that one can ſcarce'be too ſevere on her, in as much 


as ſhe fins againſt greater reſtraints, is leſs expoſed, and 
liable to fewer temptations, than beauty in poverty and 
diſtreſs. It is hoped therefore, Sir, that you will not 
lay aſide your generous deſign of expoſing that monſtrous 
wickedneſs of the town, whereby a multitude of inno- 


cents are ſacrificed in a more barbarous manner than 


thoſe who were offered to Moloch. The unchaſte are 
provoked to ſee their vice expoſed, and the chaſte can- 


not rake into ſuch filth without danger of defilement ; 


but a mereSyPECTATOR may look into the bottom, and 
come off without partaking in the guilt. The doing ſo 
will convince us you purſue public good, and not mere- 
ly your own advantage: but if your zeal ſlackens, how 
can one help thinking that Mr Courtly's letter is but a 
feint to get off from a ſubject, in which either your own, 
or the private and baſe ends of others to whom you are 
partial, or thoſe of whom you are afraid, would not en- 
dure a reformation ? 


Jam, Sir, your humble Servant and Admirer, fo long as 
you tread in the paths of truth, virtue and honour. 


Trin. Coll. Caniab. Jan. 12. 1711-12. 

M. Srrecrarox, . 
T is my fortune to have a chamber- fellow, with whom 
tho' I agree very well in many ſentiments, yet there 
is one in which we are as contrary as light and darkneſs. 
We are both in love; his miſtreſs is à lovely fair, and 
mine a lovely brown. Now as the praiſe of our miſtreſſes 
beauty employs much of our time, we have frequent 
quarrels in entering upon that ſubject, while each ſays all 
he can to defend his choice. For my own part, 1 have 
racked my fancy to the utmoſt; and ſometimes with the 
greateſt warmth of imagination, have told him, that night 
was made before day, and many more ſine things, tho“ 
without any eſſect: nay, laſt night I could not forbear 
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* ſaying, with more heat than judgment, that the devil 
* ought to be painted white. Now my deſire is, Sir, that 
* you would be pleaſed to give us in black and white your 
opinion in the matter of diſpute between us; which will 
© eſther furniſh me with freſh and prevailing arguments to 
maintain my own taſte, or make me with leſy repinin 
* allow that of my chamber-fellow. I know. very we 
that I have Fack Cleveland and Bond's Horace on my 
© ſide; but then he has ſuch a band of rbymers and ro- 
© mance-writers, with which he oppoſes me, and is ſo 
* continually chiming to the tune of golden treſſes, yellow 
* locks, milk, marble, ivory, ſilver, ſwans, ſnow, daiſics, 
* doves, and the Lord knows what; which he is always 
* ſounding with ſo much vehemence in my cars, that be 
often puts me into a brown ſtudy how to anſwer him; 
and I find that I am in a fair way to be quite confound- 
ed, without your timely aſſiſtance afforded to, . 
Ny S IX, Tour humble Servant, 
PHILOBRUNE, 
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Teig vv tx,804 xnpece;, —  MEwanD, 


Dear native land, how do the goed and wiſe 
Thy happy clime and countleſs bleſſings prize ! 


1 LOOK ＋ it as a peculiar happineſs, that were I to 

chuſe of what religion I would be, and under what 
government I would live, I ſhould moſt certainly give the 

reference to that form of religion and government which 
is eſtabliſhed in my own country. In this point I think 1 
am determined by reaſon and conviction ; but if I ſhall be 
told that I am acted by prejudice, I am ſure it is an honeſt 
prejadice, it is a prejudice that ariſes from the love of my 
country, and —— ſuch an one as I will always in- 
dulge. I have in ſeveral papers endeavoured to expreſs my 
duty and eſteem for the church of England, add deſign 
this as an eſſay upon the civil part of our conſtitution, hav- 
ing often entertained myſelf with reflexions on this ſub- 
Jett, which I have not met N in other writers. 
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Fuer form of government appears to me the moſt rea - 
ſonable, which. deaths equality that 
we find in human nature, provided it be eonſiſtent with 
public peace and tranquillity. This is what may pro- 
Eau be called liberty, which exempts one man from 
jection to another ſo far as the order and cxconomy of 
gobternment will permit. 1 4 0 929 51851 
Liss T ſhould teach every individual of a people, as 
they all ſhare one common nature; if it only ſpreads a» 
mong particular branches, there had better be none at 
all, ſince ſuch a liberty only aggravates the misfortune of 
thoſe who are deprived of it, by ſetting before them a 
diſagreeable ſubject of compariſon. 8 
Inis liberty is beſt preſcrved, where the legiſlative 
power is lodged in — ak dr Uog eſpecially if thoſe per- 
ſons are of different ranks and intereſts; for where they 
are of the ſame rank, and conſequemty have an intereſt to 
manage peculiar to that rank, it differs but little from a 
deſpotical government in a ſingle perſon, But the greateſt 
ſecurity a people can have for their liberty, is when the 
Jegiſlative power is in the hands of perſons fo happily di- 
ſtinguiſhed, that by providing for the particular intereſts - 
of their ſeveral ranks, they are providing for the whole 
body of the people; or in other words, when there is no 
ou of the people that has not a common intereſt with 
calt one part of the legiſtators. | 
Ir there be but one body of lepgiſtators, it is no better 
than a tyranny ;. if there are only two, there will want 
caſting voice, and one of them muſt at length be ſwal-- 
lowed up by diſputes and contentions that wilt neceſſarihy 
ariſe between them. Four would have the ſame inconves 
nience as two, and a greater number would cauſe too much 


£ a confuſion, I could never read a paſſage in Polybius, and 


another in Cicero, to this purpoſe, without a ſecret plea» 
ſure in applying it to the Engliſh conſtitution, which it 
ſuits much better than the Roman. Both theſe great au · 
thors give the pre · eminenee to a mixt government, con · 
ſiſting of three branches, the regal, the noble, and the po- 
pular. They had doubtleſs in their thoughts the conſtitu- 
tion of the Roman commonwealth, in which the conſul re- 
preſented the king, the ſenate the nobles, and the tribunes 
the people, This diviſion of the three powers in the Ro- 
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man conſtitution was by no means ſo diſtinct and natural, 


as it is in the £ng/i/h form of government. Among ſeve· 
ral objections that might be made to it, I think the chief 
are thoſe that aſſect the eonfular power, which had only 
the ornaments without the force of the regal authority. 
Their number had not a caſting voice in it; for whnch 
reaſon, if one did not chanee to be empl abroad. 
while the other ſat at home, the public buſieſs was ſome- 
times at a ſtand, while the conſuls pulled two different 
ways in it; Beſides, I do not find that the conſuls had 
ever a negative voice in the paſſing of a law, or decree of 
ſcnate, fo that indeed they were rather the chief body of 
the nobility, or the firſt miniſters of ſtate, than a diſtinct 
branch of the ſovereignty, in which none can be looked 
as a part, who are not a part of the legiſlature. Had 

the conſuls been inveſted with the regal authority to as 
eat a degree as our monarchs, there would never have 
— any occaſions for a diftatorſhip, which had in it the 
wer of all the three orders, and ended in the ſubver- 
of the whole conſtitution. | 
SUCH an hiſtory as that of Suetonius, which gives us v 
ſucceſſion of abſolute princes, is to me an unanſwerable 
argument againſt deſpotie power. Where the prince is a 
man of wiſdom and virtue, it is indeed happy for his peo- 
ple that he is abſolute ;. but ſince, in the common run of 
mankind, for one that is wiſe and good you find ten of a 
contrary character, it is very dangerous for a nation to 
ſtand to its chance, or to have its public happineſs or mi- 
ſery depend on the virtues or vices of a ſingle perſon; 
Look into the hiltory I have mentioned, or into any ſe+ 
rics of abſolute princes, how many tyrants muſt you read 
through, before you come to an emperor that isſapports 
able, But this is not all; an honeſt private man often 
rows cruel and abandoned, when converted into on ab- 
late prince. Give a man power of doing what he pleaſ- 
es with impunity, you extinguiſh his fear, and conſequent- 
ly overturn in him one of the great pillars of morali- 
ty. This too we find confirmed. by matter of fact. How 


many hopeful heirs apparent to grand empires, when ir 


the paſſeſſion of them, have become ſuch monſters of Juſt 
and cruclty as arc a reproach to human nature? 
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Sous tell us we ought to make our goveruments on 
earth like that in heaven, which, ſay they, is altogether 


monarchial and unlimited. Was man like his Creator in 


goodneſs and juſtice, | i ſhould be for following this great 
model; but where goodneſs and juſtice are not eſſential 


to the ruler, I by no means put myſelf into his. 
hands to be diſpoſed of according to his particular will 


and pleaſure. 


IT is odd to conſider the connexion between def; KY 


government and barbarity, and how the making of one 
perſon more than man, makes the reſt leſs. About nine 
parts of the world in ten are in the loweſt tate of flavery, . 
and conſequently ſunk in the moſt groſs and brutal igno-- 


rance. European ſlavery is indeed a (tate of liberty, if 


compared with that which prevails in the other three divi- 
ſions of the world; and therefore it is no wonder that 
thoſe who grovel under it have many tracks of light among 
them, of which the others are wholly deſtitute. | 
RienkEs. and plenty are the natural fruits of liberty, and 
where theſe abound, learning and all the liberal arts wilt: 
immediately lift up their heads and flouriſh. As a man muſt 


have no {laviſh fears and apprehenſions hanging upon his 
mind, who vill indulge the flights of fancy or ſpeculation, 
and puſh his reſearches into all the abſtruſe corners of 

truth, ſo it is neceſſary for him to have about him a com- 


petency of all the conveniencies of life, 

Tux firſt thing every one looks after, is to provide him - 
felf with neceſſaries. This point wilt engroſs our thoughts 
till it be fatisfied. If this is taken care of to our hands, 
we look out for pleaſures. and amuſements ; and among a 
great number of idle people, chere will be many whoſe 
pleaſures will lye in reading and contemplation. Theſe - 


are the two great ſources of knowledge, and as men grow-. 


wiſe they naturally love to communicate their diſcoveries; 


and others ſeeing the happineſs of ſuch a learned life, a,“ 
improving by their converſation, emulate; imitate, and fur 


paſs one another, till a nation is filled with races of wiſe 


and underſtanding perſons Eaſe and plenty are therefore: 
the great cherithers of knowledge; and as moſt of the de- 
ſpatic governments of the world have neither of them, they 
ale naturally over-run with-ignorance and barbarity, Im: * 


Europe, indeed, notwichſtanding ſeveral of its princes are * 
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2bſolare, there are men famous for knowledge and learn 
ing; but the reaſon is, becauſe the ſubjecto are many of 
them rich and wealthy, the prince not thinłing ſit to exert 
himſelf in his full tyranny like the princes of the eaſtern 
nations, leſt his ſubj ſhould be invited to new- mould · 
their conſtitution, having fo many proſpects of liberty 
within their view. But in all deſpotic governments, tho 
a particular prince may favour arts and letters, there is a 
natural degeneracy of mankind, as you may obſerve from 
Auguſtar's reign. how the Romans loſt themfelves by de- 
grees till they fell to an equality with the moſt barbarous 
nations that ſurrounded them. Look upon Greere under 
ies free ſtates, and you would think its mhabitadts lived 
in different climates; and under different heavens, from 
thoſe at preſent; ſo different are the- genuiſes which are 
formed under Turtiſh flavery, and Grecian liberty. ; 
BrSsinEs poverty and want; there are other reaſons : 
that debaſe the minds of men, who live under ſlavery, 
tho' I look on it as the principal. This natural tendency 
of deſpotic power to ignorance and barbarity though not 
inſiſted upon by others, is, I think, an vnanſwerable ar · 
gument againſt that form of government, as it ſhews how - 
repugnant it ĩs to the good of mankind, and the perfecti- 
on of human nature, which ought to be the great ends of 
all civil inſtitutions. . ED L . 
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Both fear alike. 42 * 


—— | of the 2 
XX/JHEN you jilts and coquets, you 
Wh W — ed to be very impartial,” and not to 
ſpare even your on ſex, ſhould any of their feeret or 
, faults come under your cognizancez which has: 
given me-encouragement to deſeribe a certain ſpecies of 
* mankind" under the denomination of wale jiirs. They 


ate gentlemen who do not deſign to marry, yet, that 
© they may appear ws have {ome feaſs of gallantry; think: 
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« muſt pay their devoirs to one particular fair; in 
4 _ to which they ſingle out from among the herd of 
* females her to whom they deſign to make their fruit- 
© leſs addreſſes. This done, they firſt take every oppor- 
0 er of being, in her company, and then never fail up» 
© on all occaſions to be particular to her, laying them» 
* ſelves at her feet, proteſting the reality of their paſſion 
« with a thouſand oaths, ſoliciting a return, and ſayin 
© as many fine things as their ſtock of wit will allow; an 

© if they are not deficient that way, generally ſpeak ſo as 
© to admit of a double interpretation; which the credu- q 
© Jous fair is apt to turn to her own advantage, ſince it 1 
* frequently happens to be a raw, innocent, young crea- 

© ture, who thinks all the world as ſincere as herſelf, and 

* ſo her unwary heart becomes a prey to thoſe deceitful 

© monlters, who no ſooner perccwe it, but immediatel 

© they grow cool, and ſhun her whom they before ſeemed ſe 

© much to admire, and proceed to act the ſame common» 
place villaay towards another. A coxcomb fluſhed with \ 
; fo many of theſe infamous victories ſhall fay he is ſorry 

© for the poor fools, proteſt and vow he never thought of 

© matrimony, and wonder talking, civilly can be ſoſtrange- 

© ly miſinterpreted. Now, Mr SyxzcTaToR, you that 

© are a profeſſed friend to love, will, I hope. ve u | 
© on thoſe who abuſe that noble paſſion, and raiſe it in 1 
© innocent minds by a deceitful affectation of it, after 
* which they deſert the enamoured. Pray beſtow a little 
* of your counſel to thoſe fond believipg females whoal- 
© ready have or are im danger of broken hearts; in which. 
* you will oblige a great part of this town, hut in a parti- 
* cular manner, 


SIR, Tour (yet heart-whole) Admirer, 
f and devoted humble Servant, 
 "MgLannras, 


ME LA TN 14's complaint is occaſionedby ſo general 
a folly, that it is wonderful one could fo long oyerlook. 
i, But this falſe gallantry proceeds from an impotence of, 
mind, which makes thoſe who are guilty of it incapdble 
ob purſuing what they themſclyes approve. Mavy ama 
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wiſhes a woman his wife whom he dares not take for ſuch. 
Tho' no one has power over his inelinatious or ſortunes, 
be is a ſlate to common fame. For this reaſbn 1 think | 
Melainia gives them too ſoft a name in chat of male cogucti. 
I know not why irreſolution of mind ſhould not be more 
contemptible than impotence of body; and theſe-frivo- 
lous admirers would be but tenderly uſed, in being only 
included in the fame term with the inſufficient another 
way. They whom my correfpondent calls male coquets, 
hall hercafter be called /7:bblers. A fribbler is one who” 
ofeſſes rapture and admiration for the woman to whom 
e addreſſes, and dreads nothing ſo much as her conſent. 
His heart can flutter by the force of imagination, but can- 
not fix from the force of judgment. I is not uncommon 
for the parents of young women of moderate fortune to 
wink at the addreſſes of fribblers, and ex their chil» 
dren to the ambiguous behaviour which Melainis com- 
ains of, till by Go fontineſs to one they are to loſe, they 
incapable of love towards others, and by conſe · 
e in their future marriage lead a joyleſs or a miſerable 
life. As therefore I ſhall in the ſpeculations which regard 
love. be as ſevere as I ought on jilts and libertine women, 
fo will tbe as little merciful to inſignificant and miſchievous 
men. - In order to this, all viſitants who frequent families 
wherein there are young females, are forthwith required- 
to declare themſelves, or abſent from places where their 
preſence baniſhes ſuch as would paſs their time more to the 
advantage of thoſe whom they viſit. It is a matter of too 
great moment to be dallied with; and I ſhall expect from 
all my young people a fatisfactory account of appearances, 
Strephon has from the publication hereof ſeven days to- 
—— the riddle he preſented to Eudamia ; and Chloris 
an hour after this comes to her hand, te declare whether 
ſhe will have P#ilotas, whom a woman of no leſs merit 
than herſelf, and of ſuperior fortune, languiſhes to call her. 
own. 


ol 


' To the SPECTATOR, 
«47 4. | 


les ſo many dealers turn authors, and write quaint- 
1 avertiſements in praiſe of their wares, one who 
from an author turu'd may be allowed for the ad- 
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vancement of trade to turn author again. I will not how- 
ever ſet up like ſome of vm, for ſelling cheaper than the 
moſt able honeſt tradeſmen can; nor do I ſend this to be 
better known for choice and cheapneſs of china and 
Japan wares, tea, fans, muſlins, pictures, arrack, and 
other Indian goods. Placed as lam in Leadenhall-ftreet, 
near the India company, and the centre of that trade, 
thanks to my fair cuſtomers, my warehouſe is graced as 
well as the benefit days of my * and operas; and the 
foreign goods I ſell ſcem no ic acceptable than the 
foreign books I tranſlated; Rabelais and Don Quixotte: 
this the critics allow me, and while they like my wares 
they may diſpraiſe my writing. But as it is not ſo well 
known yet that 1 frequently croſs the ſeas of late, and 
ſpeaking Dutch and French, beſides other languages, I 
have the conveniency of buying and importing rich bro; 
cades, Dutch Atlaſes, with gold and ſilver, or without, 
and other foreign ſilks of the neweſt modes and beſt 
fabricks, fine Flanders lace, linens, and pictures, at the 
beſt hand: this my new way of trade I have fallen into 
J cannot better publiſh than by an application to yew. 
My wares are fit only for ſuch as are your readers; and 
I would beg of you to print this addreſs in your paper, 
that thoſe whoſe minds you adorn may take the orna- 
ments for their perſons and houſes from me. Thus, Sir, 
if I may preſume to beg it, will be the greater favour, as 
I have lately received rich filks and fine lace to a con- 
ſiderable value, which will be ſold cheap for a quick 
return, and as I have alſo a large ſtock of other goods. 
Indian ſilks were formerly a great branch of our trade 
and fince we muſt not ſell em, we muſt ſeek amends by 
dealing in others. This I hope will plead for one who 
would leſſen the number of tcazers of the muſes, and 
who, ſuiting his ſpirit to his circumſtances, humbles the 
t to exalt the citizen. Like a true tradeſman, I hard- 
ever look into any books but thoſe of accompts. To 
7 the truth, I cannot, I think, give you a bettet idea 
of my being a downright man of traffic, than by ac- 
knowledging 1 oftner read the advertiſments, than the 
matter of even your paper. I am under a great temp» - 
tation to take this opportunity of admoniſhing other 
writers to follow my example, and trouble the town no- 
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more; but as it is my preſent buſineſs to increaſe the 
number of buyers rather than ſellers, I haſten to tell you 


$ that I am, 7 
SIR, Your moſt humble, 
and moſt obedient Servant, 
PT | PeTer MoTTEUX, 
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»  Vite ſumma brevis ſpem nos vetat inchoare longam. 
| | Ho R. Od. 4. I. 1. v. 15% 
Life's ſpan forbids us to extend our cares, | 
And ſtretch our hopes beyond our years. 
CREECH, 


'k 1 PON taking my ſeat in a coffee · houſe I often draw 
1 ; the eyes of the whole room upon me, when in the 
' hotteſt ſeaſons of news, and at a time perhaps that the 
£ Dutch mail is juſt come in, they hear me aſk the coffee- 
* man for his laſt week's bill of mortality: I find that I have 
been ſometimes taken on this occaſion for a parith ſexton, 
ſometimes for an undertaker, and ſometimes for a doctor 

of phyſic. In this, however, I am guided by the ſpirit 
of a philoſopher, as I take occaſion from hence to reflect 
upon the regular increaſe and diminution of mankind, 
and conſider the ſeveral various ways through which we 
paſs from life to eternity, I am very well pleaſed with 
theſe weekly admonitions, that bring into my mind ſuch 
thoughts as ought to be the daily entertainment of every 
reaſonable creature; and can conſider, with pleaſure to 
myſelf, wp which of thoſe defiverances, or as we com- 
monly call them, diſtcmpers, I may poſſibly make my 
(eſcape out of this world of ſorrows, into that condition 
of exiſtence, wherein I hope to be happier than it is poſ- 
fible for me at preſent to conceive. | 
Bor this is not all the uſe I make of the above-mentioned 
weekly paper. A bill of mortality is, in my opinion, an 
unanſwerable argument for a providence, How can we, 
without ſuppoſing ourſelves under the conſtant care of 2 
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. Supreme 2 give any poſſible account for that nice 
proportion, which we find iu every great city; between the 
deaths and births of its inhabitants, and between the num · 
ber of males and that of females who are brought into the 
world? What elſe could adjuſt in ſo exact a manner the 
recruits of every nation to its loſſes, and divide theſe new 
ſupplies of people into ſuch equal bodies of both ſexes ? 
Chance dd never hold the balance with ſo ſteady a hand. 
Were we not counted out by an intelligent Superviſor, we 
ſhould ſometimes be overcharged with multitudes, and at 
others waſte away into a deſart; we ſhould be ſometimes 
a populus virorum, as Florus elegantly expreſſes it, a ge- 
neration of males, and at others a ſpecies of women. We 
may extend this conſideration to every ſpecies of living 
creatures, and conſider the whole animal world as an 
huge army made up of an innumerable corps, if I may uſe 
that term, whoſe quotas have been kept entire near five 
thouſand years, in 0 wonderſul a manner, that there is not 
probably a ſingle ſpecics loſt during this long tract of time. 
Could we have general bills of mortality of every kind of 
animals, or particular ones of every ſpecies in each conti- 
nent and ifiand, I could almoſt ſay in every wood, marſh, 
or mountain, what aſtoniſhing 2 would they be of 
that Providence which watches over all its works ? 

I HAVE heard of a great man in the Romi ſh church,who 
upon reading thoſe words in the 5th chapter of Gene/i,, 
And all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and 

- thirty years, and be died: and all the days of Seth were 
nine bundred and twelve years, and be died: and all the 
days of Methuſelah were nine hundred and fixty nine years, 
| and he died ; immediately ſhut himſelf up in a convent, 
ö and retired from the 4 as not thinking any thing in 
this life worth purſuing, whicl. had not regard to another. 
Tux truth of it is, there is nothing in hiſtory which is 
ſo improving to the reader, as thoſe accounts which we 
meet with of the deaths of eminent perſons, and of their 
behaviour in that dreadful ſeaſon. I may alſo add, that 
there are no parts in hiſtory which affect and pleaſe the 
reader in ſo ſeofible a manner. The reaſon I take to be 
this, becauſe there is no other ſingle: circumſtance in the 
ſtory of any perſon, which can poſſibly be the caſe of every 
one who reads it, A battle or a triumph are conjunctures 
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in which not one man in a million & likely to be engaged; 
but when we ſce a perſon at the point of death, we cannot 
forbear being attentive to every thing he ſays or does, be- 
cauſe we are ſure chat ſome time or other we ſhall ourſelves 
be in the ſame melancholy circumſtances. The general, 
the ſtateſman, or the philoſopher, are perhaps characters 
which we may. never act in; but the dying man is one 
whom, ſooner or later, we ſhall certainly reſemble. 

IT is, perhaps, for the ſame kind of reaſon that few 
books, written in Eugliſh, have been ſo much peruſed as 
doctor SHerloci's diſcourſe upon death; tho? at the fame 
time I muſt own, that he who has not peruſed this excel - 
lent piece, bas not — read one of the ſtrongeſt per- 
ſuaſives to a religious life that ever was written in any 
language. 

Tus conſideration, with which I ſhall cloſe this eſſay 
upon death, is one of the moſt antient and moſt beaten 
morals that has been recommended to mankind. But its 
being ſo very common, and ſo univerſally received, tho? 
it takes away from it the grace of novelty, adds very 
much to the weight of it, as it ſhews that it falls in with 
the general ſenſe of mankind. In ſhort, 1 would have 
every one conſider, that he is in this life — — 
than a paſſenger, and that he is not to ſet up his reſt here, 
but to kcep an attentive eye upon that ſtare of being to 
which he approaches every moment, and which will be 
for ever fixed and permanent. This fingle conſideration 
would be ſufficient to extinguiſh the bitterneſs of hatred, 
the thirſt of avarice, and the crueſty of ambition. 

I an very much pleaſed with the paſſage of Antiphanes 
a very antient poet, who lived near a hundted years be- 
fore Socrates, which repreſents the life of man under this 
view, as I have here tranſlated it word for word. Be not 

er. lays he, above meaſure for thy deceaſed friends. 

* They are not dead, but have only fim/hed that journey 

- which it is neceſſary for every one of us to take + wwe ours 

ſelvet muſt go to that great place of reception in which 

they are all of them aſſembled, and in this general ren» 

dexvou of mankind, live tepetber in another fiate of being. 

'T THixx I have, in a former paper, taken notice of 

+ thoſe beautiful metaphors in ſcripture, where life is term- 

ed FI pugrimage, i who paſs through it are called 
b OL, * N 
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firangers and ſejourners upon earth. I ſhall conclude this + 

with a ſtory, which I have ſomewhere read in the travels 
of Sir John Chardin : that gentleman, after having told us, 
that the inns which receive the caravans in Pera, and the 
Eaſtern countries, are called by the name of Catavanſarics, 
gives us a relation to the following purpoſe. 

A Derviſe, travelling through Tartary, being arrived 
at the town of Ball, went into the king's palace by miſ- 
take, as thinking it to be a public inn or caravanfary. 
Having looked about him for ſome time, he entered into 
a long gallery, where he laid down his wallet, and ſpread 


his carpet, in order to repoſe himſelf upon it after the 


manner of the Faſtern nations. He had not been long in 
this poſture before he was diſcovered by ſome of the 
guards, who aſked him what was his buſineſs in that place ?. 
The Derviſe told them he intended to take up his night's 
lodging in that caravanſary. The guards Jet him know, 
in a very angry manner, that the houſe he was in was not 
a caravanſary, but the king's palace. It happened that the 
king himſelf paſſed through the gallery during this debate, 
and ſmiling at the miſtake of the Dervi/e, aſked him how 
he could poſſibly be ſo dull as not to diſtinguiſh a palace 
from a Aar Sir, ſays the Derviſe, give me leave 
to aſk your majeſty a queſtion or two. Who were the 
perſons that lodged in this houſe when it was firſt built? 
The king replied, % ance/iors. And who, ſays the Der- 
w/e, was the laſt perſon that lodged here? The king re- 

hed, his father. And who is it, ſays the Derviſe, that 
_— here at preſent ? The king told him, that it was he 
himſelf. And who, ſays the Derviſe, will be here after 
you ? The king anſwered, the young prince his ſon. * Ah 
* Sir, ſaid the Derviſe, a houſe that changes its inhabi- 
© tants ſo oftcn, and receives ſuch a perpetual ſucceſſion 
of gueſts, is not a palace but a caravar/ary. 
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Projicit ampullas et ſeſquipedalia verba. | 
Ho x. Ars poct v. 97. 


F. orgets bis ſwelling and gigantic wordt. A. 
| : RoscomnonN. ' 


Sas players, who know Lam very much their friend, 
| take all opportunities to exprels a gratitude to me 
for being ſa. They could not have a better occaſion of 
obliging me than one whicli they lately took hold of. 
They defired my friend WiLL Hoxgycons to bring 
me. to the rcading of à new tragedy ; it is called The 
Diſtreſſed Mather. I mult confeſs, tho' fome days are 
paſſed ſince I enjoyed that entertainment, the paſſions of 
the ſeveral characters dwell ſtrongly upon my imaginati- 
on; and I congratulate to the age, that they are at laſt 
to ſee truth and humaa life repreſented in the incidents 
which concern heroes and heroines. The ſtile of the 
play is ſuch as becomes thoſe of the firſt education, and 
the ſentimcats worthy thoſe of the higheſt figure, It was 
a moſt exquiſite plea ure to me, to obſerve real tears drop 
from the eyes of thoſe who had long made it their pro- 
felon to diſlemble affliction ; and the player who read, 
frequently throw down the book, till he had given vent 
to the humanity which roſe in him at ſome irreſiſtible 
touches of the imagined ſorrow, We have ſeldom had 
any female diſtreſs on the ſtage, which did not, upon cool 
examination, appear to flow from the weakneſs rather 
than the misfortune of the perſon repreſented: but in 
this tragedy you arc not entertained with the ungoverned 
paſhons of ſuch as are enamoured of each other merely as 
they are men and women, but their regards are founded 
upon high conceptions of cach other's virtue and merit : 
and the character which gives name to the play, is one 
who has behaved herſelf with heroic virtue in the moſt 
important circumſtances of a female life, thoſe of a wiſe, 
a widow, and a mother. If there be thoſe whoſe minds 
have been too attentive upon the affairs of life, to have 
any notion of the paſſion of love in ſuch extremes as are 
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known only to particular tempers, yet, in the above- men- 
tioned conſiderations, the ſorrow of the heroine will move 
even the generality of mankind. Domeſtic virtues concern 
all the world, and there is no one living who is not inte- 
reſted that Andromache ſhould be an imitable character. 
The generous affection to the memory of her deceaſed huf* 
band, that tender care for her ſon, which is ever heightned 
with the conſideration of his father, and theſe regards pre · 
ſerved in ſpite of being tempted with the poſſeſhon of the 
higheſt greatneſs, are what cannot but be yenerable even 
to ſuch an audience as at preſent frequents the E "gp 
theatre. My friend Witt Hoxtycoms commended ſe- 
veral tender things that were ſaid, and told me they were 
very genteel; but whiſpered me, that he feared the piece 
was not buſy enough for the preſent taſte. To ſupply this, 
he recommended to the players to be very carkiin their 
ſcenes, and above all things, that every part ſhould be per- 
ſectly new dreſſed. I was very glad to find that they did 
not neglect my friend's admonition, becauſe there are a 
great many in his claſs of criticiſm who may be gained b 
it; but indeed the truth is, that as to the work itſelf it is 
every where nature. The perfons are of the higheſt qua- 
lity in life, even that of princes; but their quality is not 
repreſented by the poet, with direction that guards and 
waiters ſhould follow them in every ſcene, but their gran- 
deur appears in greatneſs of ſentiments, flowing from minds 
worthy their condition. To make a charaQter truly great, 
this author underſtands that it ſhould have its foundation 
in ſuperior thoughts and maxims of conduct. It is 2 
certain, that many an honeſt woman would make no di 
ficulry, tho? ſhe had been the wife of Hector, for the ſake 
of a kingdom, to marry the enemy of her huſband's fami- 
ly and country; and indeed who can deay but ſhe might 
be ſtil] an honeſt woman, but no heroine ? That may be 
deſenſible, nay laudable in one character, which would 
de in · the higheſt degree exceptionable in another, When 
Cato legs killed bimſelf, Cottius a Roman of ordinary 
quality and character did the fame thing; upon which 
ene ſaid, ſmilling, Cotlius might have lived, tho Ceſar 
© has ſeized the Roman liberty. Cotiius's condition might 
have been the ſame; let things at che upper end of the world 
pals as they would. What is further very extraordinary 


N 
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in this work is, that the perſons are all of them laudable, 
and their misfortunes ariſe rather from unguarded virtue 
than propenſity to vice. The ton has an opportunity of 
doing itſelf jaſtice in ſupporting the repreſentations of paſ- 
lion, forrow, indignauon, even deſpair itſelf, within the 
rules of decency, honour and good-breeding ; and ffoce 
there is no-one can flatter himſelf his life will be always. 
fortunate, they may here ſee ſorrow as they would with to 
bear it whenever it arrives. 


Mr SexcTATOR, . | 
I Au appointed to act x part in the new tragedy call- 
; I ed The Diſtreſſed Mother: it is the celebrated grief 
* of Oreſter which. I am to perſonate; bur I ſhall not act 
„it as Fought, for I ſhall feel it toq intimately to be able 
to utter it. I was laſt night repeating a paragraph to my- 
* ſelf, which I took to be an expreſſion of rage, and in the 


middle of the ſentence there was a. ſtroke of ſelf-pity 


* which quite unmanned me. Be pleaſcd, Sir, to print this 
letter, that when J am oppreſſed in this manner at ſuch 
an interval, a certain part of the audience may not think 
* 1 am out; and 1 hope with this allowance to do it to ſa- 


tisſaction. 
| Jam, SIR, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 


b GEORGE POWELL, 

Mr SercTaTtOR,. 
© AS 1 was walking tother day in the park, I ſaw a 
7 gentleman with a very ſhort face; I deſire to know 
* whether it was you, Pray inform me as ſoon as you can, 
* leſt I become the molt heroic Hecatiſa's rival, 


Your humble Servant to command, - 
. ; 4 Sor H IA, 
Dear Madam; | 


6. I. is not me you are in love with, for I was very ill 
ud kept my chamber all that day. 1 


Your meſi humble Servant, 10 
OP" 6 ih The SrECTA TOR. 
" 5 N. 3 , * * * = 
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Ii plara nitent in carmine, non ego paucis 
Offendor mac ulit, guas aut incuria fudit, 
Aut humana parum cavit natura 
1 1 HoR. ars poet. v. 351. 
But in a poem Vlegantly writ, 
1 will not quarrel.with a fight miſtake, 
Such as our nature's frailty may excuſe. 

#7 Iu RosSCOMMON, 


* 


1 HAvk now conſidered Milles's Paradife Loft under 
thoſe four great heads of the fable, the characters, the 
ſentiments, and the language; and have ſhewn that he ex- 
cels, in general, under each of theſe heads. I hope that ! 
have made ſeveral diſcoveries which may appear new, e- 
ven to thoſe who are verſed in critical learning, Were 1 
indeed to chuſe my readers, by whoſe judgment 1 would 
fland or fall, they ſhould not be ſuch as are acquainted 
only with the French and Italian critics, but alfo with the 
antient and modern who have written in either of the 
learned languages. Above all, I would have them well 


verſed in the Greek and Latin poets, without which a man- 


very often fancies that he underſtands a critic, when in 
reality he does not comprehend his meaning. 

IT is in criticiſm, as in all other ſciences and ſpeculati- 
ons; one who brings with him any implicit: notions and 
obſervations, which he has made in his reading vf the po- 
ets, will find his own reftexions methodiſed and explained, 
and perhaps ſeveral little hints that had paſfed in his mind, 
perfected and improved in the works of a. good critic 3 
whereas one who has not theſe previous lights, is very of- 
ten an utter ſtranger to what he reads, and apt to.put a 
wrong interpretation upon it. 

No is it ſufficient, that a man, who ſets up for a judge 
in criticiſm, ſhould have peruſed the authors above · men: 
toned, unleſs he has alſo a clear and logical head. With» 
out this talent he is perpetually puzzled and perplexed a» 
midſt his own blunders, miſtakes the ſenſe of thoſe he 
would conſute, or, if he chances to think right, does not 
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know how to convey his thoughts to another with clear- 
neſs and perſpicuity, Ari/tatte, ho was the belt critic, 
was alfo one of the belt logieians that ever appeared in 
the world. | | 

Ma Locle's eſſay on human underſtanding would be 
thought a very odd book for a man to make himſelf maſter 
of, who would get a reputation by crirical writings; tho? 
at the fame time it is very certain that an author, who has 
not learned the art of diltinguilhing between words and 
things, and of ranging his thoughts and ſetting them in 
roper lights, whatever notions he may have, will loſe him- 
elf in confuſion and obſcurity, I might further obſerve 
that there is not a Greek or Latin eritie, who has not ſhewn, 
even in the (tile of his criticiſms, that he was a maſter of all 
the elegance and delicacy of his native tongue. A 

Tus truth of it is, there is nothing more abſurd, than 
fot a man to ſet up for a critic, without a good inſight 
into all the parts of learning: whereas many of thoſe, 
who have endeavoured to 2 themſclees by works 
of this natu;c, among our Eugliſh writers, are not only 
defective in the above-mentioned particulars, but plainly 
diſcover, by the phrafes which they make uſe of, and by 
their;confuſed way of thinking, that they are not acquaint- 
ed with the moſt common and ordinary ſyſtems of arts 
and ſtiences, A few general rules exgracted out of the 
French authors, with a certain cant of words, has ſome- 
times ſet up an illiterate heavy writer for a molt judict- 
ous and formidable critic, ; 

Ons great mark, by which. you may diſcover a critic 
who has neither taſte nor learning, is this, that he ſeldom 
ventures to praiſe any paſſage in an author which has not 
bees before received. and 8 by the public, and 
that his criticiſms turns wholly upon little faults and er- 
rots. This part of a critic is fo very eaſy to ſucceed in, 
that we find every ordinary reader, upon the publiſhing 
of a new poem, has wit and ill nature enough to turn ſe- 
veral paſſages of it into ridicule, and very often m the 
right place. This Mr Dryden has very agreeably re 
marked in thoſe two celebrated lines, 


Errors, like ſtraus, upon the ſurface flow , a 
He who would fearch for 1 muſt dive below. 
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A TRUE critic ought to dwell rather upon excellencies 
than imperfections, to diſcover the concealed beanties of 
a writer, and communicate to the world ſuch things as 
are worth their obſervation. The moſt exquiſite words 
and ſineſt ſtrokes of an author are thoſe which very of- 
ten appear the moſt doubtful and exceptionable to a man 
who wants a reliſh for polite learning; and they are thoſe 
which a ſour undiltinguiſhing critic generally attacks with 
the greateſt violence. Tully obſerves, that it is very ca- 


ſy to brand or fix a mark upon what he calls verbum ar- 


dens, or, as it may be rendered into Eugliſh, a glowin 
bold expreſſion, and to turn it into ridicule by a cold al 
natured criticiſm. A little wit is equally capable of ex- 
poſing a beauty, and of aggravating a fault; and though 
ſuch a treatment of an author naturally produces indig- 
nation in the mind of an underſtanding reader, it has how+ 
ever us effect among the generality of thoſe whoſe hands: 
it falls into, the rabble of mankind being very apt to. 
think that every thing which is laughed at, with any mix- 
ture of wit is ridiculous in itſelf, | 
SUCH a mirth as this is always unſcaſonable in a. critic, 
as it rather prejudices the reader than convinces him, and 
is capable of making a beauty, as well as a blemiſh, the 
ſabje& of deriſion. A man, who cannot write with wit on. 
a proper ſubject, is dull and ſtupid ; but one, who ſhews it 
in an improper. place, is as gs ob mew and abſurd. Be- 
ſides, a man who has the gift of ridicule, is apt to find fault 
with any thing that gives him ap opportunity of exerting 
his beloved talent, and very often cenſures a paſſage, not 
becauſe there is any fault in it, but becauſe he can be mer>- 
ry upon it. Such kinds of pleaſantry are very unfair and 
diſingenuous in worls of criticiſm, in. which the greateſt 
maſters, both antient and modern, have always appeared 
with a ſerious and inſtructive air. CNN 
As 1 intend in my next, paper te. ſhew the defects in 
Milten's Laradiſe loſi, I thought it fit to premiſe theſe few 
particulars, to the end that the reader may know I enter 
upon it as on a very ungrateful work, and that I ſhall 
Juit point at the impci fections, without endeavouring to 
inflame them with ridicule, 1 muſt alſo obſerve with Lan- 
inus, that the productions of a great genius, with many- 
ples add inadyertencies, are n, preferrable to. the. 
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works of an inferior kind of author, which are ſcrupulouſly 
exact and conformable to all the rules of correct writing. 

I 8HALL conclude my paper with a ſtory out of Bors 
calini, which ſufficiently ſhews us the opinion that judi - 
cious author entertained of the ſort of critics I have been 
here mentioning» A famous critic, ſays he, having ga- 
thered together all the faults of an eminent poet, made a 
preſent of them to Apollo, who received them very graci- 
_ ouſly, and reſolved to make the author a ſuitable return 
for the trouble he had been at in collecting them. In 
otder to this, he ſet before him a ſack of wheat, as it 
had been juſt threſhed out of the ſheaf. He then bid 
him pick out the chaff from among the corn, and lay it 
aſide by itſelf. The critic applied himſelf to the taſk 
with induſtry and pleaſure, and, after having made 
the due ſeparation, was preſented by Apollo with the 
chaff for his pains. L 
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Illam, quicquid agit, gqueguò veſtigia flectit, 
Componit furtim, ſubſequiturgue decor. 
TisurL. Eleg. 2. I. J. v. 8. 


Mbate er ſhe does, where er her fleps ſhe bends, 
Grace on each action filently attends, 


8 no one can be ſaid to enjoy health, who is only 
not ſick, without he feel within himſelf a lightfom 
and invigorating principle, which will not ſuffer him tu 
remain idle, but {till ſpurs him on to action; ſo in the 
practice of every virtue, there is ſome additional grace 
required, to give a claim of excelling in this or that par - 
ticular action. A diamond may want poliſhing, though 
the value be (till intrinſically the ſame ; and the ſame 
good may be done with different degrees of luſtre. No 
man ſhould be contented with himſelf that he barely does 
well, but he ſhould perform every thing in the belt and 
moſt becoming manner that he is able. 
TULLY lis us he wrote his book of Officer, becauſe 
there was notime of life in which ſome correſpondent duty 
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might not be practiſed; nor is there a duty without a cer- 
tain decency accompanying it, by which every virtue tis 


joined to will ſeem to be doubled. Another may do the 


fame thing, and yet the action want that air and beauty 
which diſtinguiſhes it from others ; like that inimitable 


ſunſhine Titian is ſaid to have diffuſed over his . WP 
'd 


which denotes them his, and has been always unequa 


by any other perſon. 


THERE is no one action in which this quality J am 
ſpeaking of will be more ſenſibly perceived, than in grant - 
ing a requeſt, or doing an office of kindneſs. Mummius, 


by his way of conſenting to a benefaction, ſhall make it 
loſe its name; while Carus doubles the kindneſs and the 
obligation: from the firſt the deſired requeſt drops indeed 
at laſt, but from ſo doubtful a brow, that the obliged has 
almoſt as much reaſon to reſent the manner of beſtowing 
it, as to be thankful for the favour itſelf, Carus invites 
with a pleaſing air, to give him an opportunity of doing an 
act of humanity, meets the petition half-way, and con- 
ſents to a requeſt with a countenance which proclaims the 
ſatisfaction of his mind in aſſiſting the diſtreſſed. 

Tu decency then that is to be obſerved in liberality 
ſeems to conſiſt in its being performed with ſuch chear- 
fulneſs, as may expreſs the godlike pleaſure is to be met 
with in obliging one's fellow-creatures ; that may ſhew 


good nature and benevolence overflowed, and do not, as 


in ſome men, run upon the tilt, and taſte of the ſedi- 
ments of a grutching uncommunicative diſpoſition. 
Sine I have intuoated that the greateſt decorum is 
to be preſerved in the beſtowing our good offices, I will 
illuſtrate it a little by an example drawn from private life, 
which carries with it ſuch a profuſion of liberality, that it 
can be exceeded by nothing but the humanity and good» 


nature which accompanies it. It is a letter of Pliny's, 


which I ſhall here tranſlate, becauſe the action will beſt 


appear in its firſt dreſs of thought, without any foreign 
or ambitious ornaments, ; 


PLixY to QUINXTILIAN. 


HO! 1 am fully acquainted with the contentment 
and juſt moderation of your mind, and the con- 
* formity the education you have given your daughter bears 


© 
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* to your o character; yet ſince ſhe is ſuddenly to be 
married to a perſon of diſtinction, whoſe figure in the 


. © world makeg1t neceſſary for her to be at a more than 


Pp 
© ordinary expence in clothes and equipage ſuitable to her 
© huſband's quality; by which, tho? her intrinſic worth be 
© not augmented, yet will it receive both ornament and 
* Juſtre : and Knowing your eſtate tobe as moderate as the 
* riches of your mind are abundant, I mult challenge to 
* myſelf ſome part of the burden; and as a parent of your 
child. I preſent her with twelve hundred and fifty crowns 
© towards theſe expences 3 which ſum had been much 
larger, had I not feared the ſmallneſs of it would be the 
© greateſt inducement with you to accept of it. Fatewel.“ 
Tus ſhould a benefaction be done with a good grace, 
and ſhine in the ſtrongeſt point of light ; it ſhould not only 
anſwer all the hopes and exigencies of the receiver, but 


even outrun his wiſhes : *tis this happy manner of beha- 


viour which adds new charms to it and ſoftens thoſe gifts 
of art and nature, which otherways would be rather diſ- 
taſteful than agreeable. Without it, valour would dege- 
nerate into brutality, learning into pedantry, and the gen- 
teeleſt demeanour into affectation. Even religion itſelf, 
unleſs decency be the handmaid which waits upon her, is 
apt to make people appear guilty of ſourneſs and ill hu- 
mour : but this ſhews virtue in her firſt original form, adds 
a comelineſs to religion, and gives its profeflors the juſteſt 
title to the beauty of holineſs. A man fully inſtructed in 
this art, may aſſume a thouſand ſhapes, and pleaſe in all: 
he may do a thouſand actions ſhall become none other but 
kimfelf 5 not that the things themſelves are different, but 
the manner of doing them. 

Tr you examine each feature by itſelf, Sglaura and 
Calidls are equally handſom ; but take them in the 
whole, and you cannot ſuffer the compariſon : the one is 
full of numberleſs nameleſs graces, the other of as many 
nameleſs faults. | 1 
Tus comlineſs of perſon, and the decency of behavi- 
our, add infinite weight to what is pronounced by any 
one. Tis the want of this that often makes the rebukes 
and advice of old rigid perſons of no effect, and Jeave 
a diſpleaſure in the minds of thoſe they are directed to: 
bat youth and beauty, if accompanied with a graceful and 
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becoming gravity, is of mighty force to raiſe, even in the 
moſt profligate, a ſenſe of ſhame;- In Milton, the devil 
is never deſcribed aſhamed but once, and that at the re- 
buke of a beauteous angel. 


So ſpake the cherub, and his grave rebuke, 

Severe in youthful beauty, added grace 

Invincible: abaſh'd the devil ſtoad, 

And felt how awful goodneſs is, and ſaw, 

Virtue in her own ſhame how lovely] ſaw and pin'd 
His loſs. 


Tus care of doing nothing unbecoming has accom- 
panied the greateſt minds to their laſt moments. They 
avoided even an indecent poſture in the very article of 
death Thus Cæſar gathered his robe about him, that 
he might not fall in a manner usbecoming of himſelf ; 
and the greateſt concern that appeared in the behaviour 
of Lucretia, when ſhe ſtabbed herſelf, was, that her body 
car lye in an attitude worthy the mind which had inha- 

ited it. 


Ae non procumbat honeſte 
Extrema hac etiam cura cadentis erat. 
Ovio, Faſt, h 3. V, 833. 


Tuas her laſt thought, how decently to fall, 


Mr SrECTATOR, 
Au a young woman without a fortune; but of a 


© | very high mind: that is, good Sir, I am to the laſt 
* degree proud and vain. I am ever railing at the rich, 


* for doing things, which, yoo ſearch into my heart, 1 


* find I am only angry becauſe I cannot do the ſame my- 
ſelf. I wear the hooped petticoat, and am all in cali- 
* coes when the ſineſt are io ſilks. It is a dreadful thing 
to be poor and proud; therefore, if you pleaſe, a lec- 
ture on that ſubje& for the ſatisfaction of, 


Your uneaſy humble Servant, 


JEZEBEL, 


No 293. Tux SPECTATOR. 159 


No 293. Tueſday, FEBRUARY 5. 
Hari yag tvPporics ruuprx;et rox · Frag. vet. poet. 
The prudent ſtill have fortune on their fide. 


H E famous Gratian in his little book wherein h 

1 , lays down maxims for a man's advancing himſe 
at court, adviſes his reader to aſſociate himſelf with the 
fortunate, and to ſhun the company of the unfortunate z 
which, notwithſtanding the baſeneſs of the precept to an 
*boneſt mind, may have ſomething uſeful in it for thoſe 
who puſh their intereſt in the world. It is certain a great 
part of what we call good or ill fortune, riſes out of right 
or wrong meaſures and ſchemes of life. When I hear a 
man complain of his being unfortunate in all his under- 
takings, I ſhrewdly ſuſpect him for a very weak man in 
his affairs. In conformity with this way of thinking, 
Cardinal Richlieu uſed to 5 that unfortunate and im- 
prudent were but two words for the ſame thing. As the 
cardinal himſelt had a great ſhare both of prudence and 
good fortune, his famous antagoniſt the count 4O/jvarez, 
was diſgraced at the court of Madrid, becauſe it was al- 
ledged againſt him that. he had never any ſucceſs in his 
undertakings, his, ſays an eminent author, was iudi- 
rely nuts af him of imprudence. | 

CICER9 recommended Pompey tothe Romans for their 
general upon three accounts, as he was a man of courage, 
conduct and good fortune. It was, perhaps, for the rea- 
ſon above-mentioned, namely. that a ſeries of good · for- 
tune ſuppoſes a prudent management in the,perion whom 
it befalls, that not only Sy//a the dictator, but ſeveral of 
the Roman emperors, as is (hill to be ſeen upon their me- 
dals, amogg their other titles, gave themſclves that of 
Felix or Fortunate, The beathens, indeed, ſeemed to have 
valued a man more for his good fortune than for any o- 
ther quality; which 1 think is very natural for thoſe ho 
have not a ſtrong belief of another world. For how can 
I conceive a man crowned with many diſtinguiſhing bleſ- 
fings, that has not ſome extraordinary fund of merit and 

Vor. IV. O 
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perfection in him, which lyes open to the Supreme Eye, 

though perhaps it is not diſcovered by my obſervation ? 

What is the reaſon Homer's and Virgil's heroes do not * 
form a reſolution, or ſtrike a blow, without the conduct 1 
and direction of ſome deity ? Doubtleſs, becauſe the poets 
eſteemed it the greateſt honour to be favoured by the 

gods, and thought the beſt way of praiſing a man was to 

recount thoſe favours which naturally implied an extra- 

ordinary merit in the perſon on whom they deſcended. 

Tuos who believe a future ſtate of rewards and pu- 
niſhments act very abſurdly, if they form their opinions 

of a man's merit from his ſucceſſes. But certainly, if i | 
thought the whole circle of our being was concluded be- 
tween our births and deaths, I ſhould think a man's good- 
fortune the meaſure and flandard of his real merit, ſince 
Providence wovld have no opportunity of rewarding hjs . 
virtue and perſections, but in the preſent life, A viituous y 
unbeliever, who lyes under the preſſure of misfortunes, | 
has reaſon to cry ont, as they ſay Brutus did, a little be- 

fore his death, © virtue, 1 have worſhipped thee as a ſubs 
flantial good, but I find thou art an empty name. 

Bur to return to our firſt point, though prudence does 
vndoubtedly in a great meaſure produce our good or ill · | 
fortune in the world, it is certain there are many unforeſcen 
accidents and occurrences, which very often pervert the 
fineſt ſchemes that can be laid by human wiſdom, The 
race is not always to the ſwiſt, nor the battle to the ſtrong. 1 
Nothing leſs than Infinite Wiſdom can have an abſolute \ 
command over fortune; the higheſt degree of it, which 
man can poſſeſs, is by no means equal to fortuitous events, 
and to ſuch contingencics as may riſe in the proſecution 
of our affairs. Nay, it very often happens, that prudence, . 
which has always in it a great mixture of caution, hin- 'B 

ders a man from being ſo fortunate as he might poflibly 
have been without it. A perſon who only aims at what is 
likely to ſucceed, and follows cloſely the diftates of hu- 


#1] * 


man prudence, never meets with thoſe great and unfore- 
ſeen ſucceſſes, which are often the effect of a ſanguine 
remper, or a more happy raſhneſs; and this perhaps may 1. 
be the reaſon, that, according to the common oblervati- | 
on, fortune, like other females, delights rather in fa- 

.. youring the young than the old. | 
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Uron the whole, ſince man is ſo ſhort · ſighted a rea: 
| ture, and the accidents which may happen to bim ſo va- 
f rious, I cannot but be of Dr Tillatſon's opinion in another 
caſe, that were there any doubt of a Providence, yet it 
certainly would be very deſirable there ſhould be fuch a 
Being of infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, on whole direc» 
tion we might rely in the conduct of humaa life, 

Ir is a great preſumption to aſcribe our ſuceſſes to our 
own management, and not to eſteem ourſelves upon any 
ble ſſing, rather as it is the bounty of heaven, than the a- Þ 
quilition of our own prudence; I am very well pleaſed 
| with a medal which was (truck by queen Eliſabeth, a little 

after the defeat of the invincible Armada, to perpetuate 
+ » the memory of that extraordinary event. It is well known 

how the king of Spain, and others who were the enemies 

of that great princeſs, to derogate from her glory, aſerib- þ 
| ed the ruin of their fleet rather to the violence of ſtorms y 

and tcmpeſts, than to the bravery of the Engliſh. Queen 

Eliſabeth, in(tead of looking upon this as a diminution of 

her honour, valued herſelf upon ſuch a fignal favour of 


. # % . ——ů— —— — —— _— 


1 Providence, and accordingly, in the reverſe of the medal 
| above-mentioned, has repreſented a fleet beaten by a 
| tempeſt, and falling foul upon one another, with chat re- q 


ligious inſcription, 4{favit Deus et diffipantur. He blew 
with his wind, and they were ſcattered. 

IT is remarkable of a famous Grecian general, whoſe | 
name I cannot at preſent recollect, and who had been 
particular favourite of fortune, that, upon recounting hi 
victories among his friends, he added at the end of ſeve- 
ral great actions, And in this fortune had no ſhare, After 
which it is obſerved in hiſtory, that he never proſpered 
1. in any thing he undertook. 

, As arrogance, and a conceitednefs of our own abilities, 

are very ſhocking and offenſive to men of ſenſe and virtue, | 

we may be ſure they are highly diſpleaſing to that Being 

who delights in an humble mind, and by ſescral of his 
diſpenſations ſeems purpoſely to ſhew us, that our own | 

ſchemes or prudence have no ſhare in our advancements, | 

4- SINCE on this ſubject I have already admitted ſeveral 
1 quotations which have occurred to my memory upon wtit- 
ing this paper, I will conclude it with a little Pran 

e. A diop of water fell out of a cloud into the ſca, ard 

85 : | 
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Ending itſelf loſt in ſuch an immenſity of fluid matter» 


broke out into the following reflexion: Alas! what an 


© inſignificant creature am I in this prodigious ocean of 
waters; my exiſtence is of no concern to the univerſe, 


© Tam reduced to a kind of nothing, and am leſs than the 


© leaſt of the works of God.” It ſo happened that an oy- 
ſter, which lay in the neighbourhood of this drop, chaneed 
to pape and ſwallow it up in the midſt of this ns humble 
Side. The drop, ſays the fable, lay a great while 
Fardning in the ſhell, till by degrees it was ripened into a 
earl, which falling into the hands of a diver, after a lon 
fries of adventures, is at preſent that famous pearl which 
is fixed on the top of the Perſſan diadem. L 


Ne 294. Wedneſday, FEBRUARY 6. 


Diffcile eft plurimim virtutem revereri qui ſemper ſe- 
cundd fortund fit uſus. Tur. ad Herennium, 


The man, who ir always fortunate, cannot eafily have a 
= great reverence for virtue. 


- 
W * 


NSOLENC E is the erime of all others which every man 
is molt apt to rail at; and yet there is one reſpect 
which almoſt all men living are guilty of it, and that 

is in the cafe of laying a greater value upon the gifts of 
fortune than we ought. It is here in Eng/and come in- 
to our very language, as a propriety of diſtiaction, to 
y. when we would ſpeak of perſons to their advantage, 
ey are people of condition. There is no doubt but 
the proper ule of riches implies that a man ſhould exert 
all the good qualities imaginable; and if we mean by a 
man of condinon or quality, one who, according to the 
wealth he is maſter off ſhews himſelf juſt, bencficent, and 
charitable, that term ought very deſcrvedly to be had in 
the higheſt veneration ; but when wealth is uſed only as 
jt is the ſupport of pomp and luxury, to be rich is very 


far. from being a recommendation to honour and reſpect, 


It is indeed the preateſt inſolence imaginable, in a crea» 
tote, who would feel the extremes of thirſt and hunger if 
be cid not prevent his appetites before they call upon him, 


— 
. 
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to be ſo forgetful of the common neceſſity of human na- 
ture, as never to caſt an eye upon the * and needy. The, 
fellow who eſcaped from a ſhip which ſtruck ypon à rock. 
in the welt, and joined with the country people to deſtroy 
his brother ſailors, and make her a wreck, was thought a. 
molt execrable creature; but does not every man who en- 


Joys the poſſeſſion of what he naturally wants, and is un- 


mindful of the unſupplied diltreſs of other men, betray the 
{ame temper of mind? When a man looks about him, and 
with regard to riches and poverty beholds ſome drawn in 
pomp and equipage, aud they and their very ſervants with 
an air of ſcorn and triumph overlooking the multitude that 
paſs by them; and, in the ſame ſtreet, a creature ofthe ſame 
make crying out in the nume of all that is good and ſacred 
to behold his miſery and give him ſome ſup ly againſt hun- 
ger and nakedneſs; who would belicve theſe two beings 
were of the ſame ſpecics ? But lo it is, that the confidera- 
tion of fortune has taken up all our minds, and, as I have 
oftca-complained, poverty and riches ſtand in our imagi- 
nations ig the places of guilt and innucence. But in all ſea- 


ſons the;c will be ſome inſtances of perſons who have ſouls 


too !arpt to be taken with popular prejudices, and while 
the reſt of miokind are contending for laperio ity in power 
and wealth, have their thoughts bent upon the neceſſities of 
thoſe below them. The charity-ſchools, which. have been 
erected of late years, are the greateſt inſtances of public 
ſpirit the age has produced; but indeed when we chaſi- 
der how long this fort of beneficence has been on toot, it 
is rather from the good management of thele inſlitutions, 
than from the number or value of the bene ſactions to them. 
that they make ſo great a figure. One would think it im- 
pothble, that in the ſpace of fourteen years there ſhould 
not have been five thouſand pounds beſtoved in pits 
this way, nor ſixteen hundred children, includiag males 
and females, put out to methods of indoſt:y, It is not al- 
lowed me to ſpeak of luxury and of folly with the ſe 
yere ſpirit they deſerve; I (hall only therefore ſay, 1 ſhall 
very readily compound with any lady in a hoop petticoat, 
if ſhe gives the price of one half yard of the ſilk towards 
clothing, feeding and in(tructing an innocent helpleſs crea 
ture of her own {ex in one of theſe ſchools The conſci- 
ouſncſs. of ſuch av action wil give ber features a nobles. 
| 9 


ME ———U—— 2 one 
bo 


162 Tus SPECTATOR. Neo 294. 


life on this illuſtrious day, than all the jewels that can 
hang in her hair, or can be cluſtered in her boſom. it 
would be uncourtly to ſpeak in harſher words to the fair, 


but to men one may take a little more freedom, It is- 


monſtrous how a man can live with ſo little reflexion as 


to fancy he is not in a condition very unjuſt and diſpro- 
portioned to the reſt of mankind, while he enjoys wealth, 
and exerts no benevolence or bounty to others. As for 
this particular occaſion of theſe ſchools, there cannot any 
offer more worthy of a generous mind. Would you do 
a handſom thing without return? do it for an infant that 
is not ſenſible of the obligation: would you do it for pub- 
lic good? do it for one who will be an honeſt artificer : 
would you do it for the ſake of heaven? give it to one 
who ſhall be inſtructed in the worſhip of him for whoſe 
ſake you gave it. It is methinks a moſt laudable inſtitu- 
tion this, if it were of no other expectation than that of 
3 a race of good and uſeful ſervants, who will 

ave more than a liberal, a religious education. What 
would not a man do, in common prudence, to Jay out in 
purchaſe of one about him, who would add to all his or- 
ders he gave the weight of the commandments to enforce 
an obedience to them? for one who would conſider his ma- 
ſter as his father, his friend and benefaQor, upon the eaſy 
terms, and in expcctation of no other return but mode- 
rate wages and pentle uſage? It is the common vice of 
children to run too much among the ſervants ; from ſuch as 
are, educated in thoſe places they would ſee nothing but 
lowlineſs in the ſervant, which would not be difingenuous 
in the child. All the ill offices and defamatory whiſpers, 
which take their birth from domeſtics, would be prevent» 
ed, if this charity could be made univerſal; and a good 
man might have a knowledge of the whole life of the per- 
ſons he deſipns to take into his houſe for his own ſervice, 
or that of his family or children, long before they were ad- 
mitted. This would create. endeating dependencies ; and 
the obligation v ould have a paternal air in the malter,who 
would be 1elieved from much care and anxiety from the 
gratitude and diligence of an humble friend attending him 
as his ſervant. 1 fall into this diſcourſe from a letter ſent to 
me, to pive me notice that fifty boys would be clothed, and 
take their ſeats (at the charge of ſome generous beneſae- 


— — 


* 
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tors) in StBride's church on Sunday next. Iwiſh l could pro- 
miſe to myſelf any thing which my correſpondent ſeems to 
expect from a publication of ; in this paper ; for there can 
be nothing added to what „M excellent and learned 
men have ſaid on this occaſion : but that there may be 
ſomething here which would move a generous mind, like 
that of him who writ to me, I ſhall tranſcribe a haindfom 
paragraph of Dr Snape's ſermon on theſe charities, which 
my correſpondent incloſed with this letter. | 
THE wiſe Providence has amply compenſated the diſad- 
vantages of the poor and indigent, in wanting many of the 
conveniencies of this life, by a more abundant proviſiun for 
their happin: ſs in the next. Hud they been higher born or 
more richly endowed, they would have wantcd this manner 
7. education, of which theſe only enjoy the benefit, who are 
ow enough to ſubmit to it ; where they have ſuch advantas 
ges without money, and without price, as the rich cannot 
purchaſe with it. The learning which is given, is genes» 
rally more edifying to them, than that which is ſold to o- 
thers : thus do they become more exalted in goodneſs, by 


being depreſſed in fortune, and their poverty is, in reuli- 
T 


ty, their preferment, 
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Prodiga non ſentit pereuntem ſrmina cenſum : 
At velut exhauſta redivivus pullulet arca 
Nummus, et e pleno ſemper tollatur aceruo, T 
Non unquam reputat, quanti ſibi gaudia conſtent. 
Jour: Sat. 6. v. 361. 


But woman- lind, that never knows a mean, 
Down 10 Ihe dregs their ſinking fortunes drain,: , 
: Hourly they give, and ſpend, and waſte, and wear, 
And think no pleaſure can be bought too dear. 
| D&YDEN. 
Mr SprECTaTtOR, | 
4 1 AM turned of my great climacteric, and am natural - 
T ly a man of a meek temper. About a dozen years 
© ago I was married for my ſins, to a young woman of a 
© good family, and of an high ſpirit ; but could not bring 
, her to cloſe with me, before I bad entered into a treaty 
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with her longer than that of the grand alliance. Among 
other articles, it was thercin ſtipulated, that ſhe ſhould 
have 4ool. a year for p/n-money, which I obliged my- 
ſelf to pay quarterly into the hands of one who acted. 
as her plenipotentiary in that affair. I have ever ſince 
religiouſly obſerved my part in this ſolemn agreement. 
Now, Sir, ſo it is, that the lady has had ſevetal chil - 
dren ſince 1 married her; to which, if I ſhould credit 
our malicious neighbours, her pin-moaney has not a little 
contributed. The education of theſe my children, who, 
contrary to my expectation, are born ro me every year, 
{traitens me ſo much, that I have begged their mother to 
free me from the obligation of the above-mentioned in- 
money, that it may go towards making a proviſion for 
her family. This propoſal makes her noble blood ſwell 
in her veins, inſomuch that finding me a little tardy in. 
her lait quarter's payment, ſhe threatens me every day 
to arreſt me; and proceeds fo far as to tell me, that if F 
do not do her juſtice, I ſhall die in a jail. To this ſhe- 
adds, when her paſhon would let her argue calmly, that 
ſhe has ſeveral play · debts on her hand, which mult be 
. difcharged very ſuddenly, and that the cannot loſe her. 
money as becomes a woman of her faſhion, if ſhe makes 
me any abatement in this article. I hope, Sir, you will 
take an occaſion from hence to give your opinion upon. 
a ſubject which you have not yet touched, and inform 
us if there are any precedents for this uſage among our- 
anceſtors; or whether you find any mention of pin-money 
in Grotius, Pufſendorf, or any other of. the civilians. 


SS Sa Sa „ „„ a „ „ a a a „ a a „ „ „„ „ „ „ „ a aA a «„ 


J am ever the humbleſt of your A !mirers, 
Ja$14a4 Fa1nBLE, Elqg 


As there is no man living who is a more profeſſed adyo- 
cate for the fair {ex than my ſelf, ſothere is none that wauld 
be more unwilling to invade any of their antieat rights and 

Trivileges ; but as the do'irine of bin- money is of a very 

e date, unknown to our great grandmathers, and not 
yet received by ma y of our modern ladies, I think it is 
Ho the intereſt of both ſexes to keep it from ſpreading. 

Ma Frille may not, perhaps, be much miſtaken where 
be intimates, that the ſupplying a man's wife with pins. 
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money, is furniſhing her with arms againſt bimſelf, and in a 
manner becoming acceſſary to his own diſhonour. We 
may, indeed, generally obſerve, that in proportion as a 
woman is more or leſs beautiful, and hee huſband ad- 
vanced in years, ſhe ſtands in need of a greater or leſs 
number of pins, and, upon a treaty of marriage, riſes or 
falls in her demands accordingly. It muſt likeways be 
owned, that high quality in a miſtreſs does very much in- 
flame this article in the marriage reckoning, © | 

But where the age and circumſtances of both parties 
are pretty much upon a level, 1 cannot but think the in- 
ſiſting upon pin-money is very extraordinary ; and yet we 
find ſeveral matches broken off upon this very head. What 
would a foreigner, or one who is a ſtranger to this practice, 
think of a lover that forſakes his miſtreſs, becauſe he is not 
willing to keep her in pins ? but what would he think of 


the miſtreſs, ſhould he be informed that the aſks five or ſix 


hundred pounds a-year for this uſe? Should a man unac- 
quainted with our cuſtoms be told the ſums which are al- 
lowed in Great Britajn under the title of pin- money, what 
a prodigious conſumption of pin would he think there was 
in this iſland ? A pin a day, ſays our frugal proverb, i- 
a groat à year ; ſo that, rde to this calculation, my 
friend Fribb/e's wife mult every year make uſe of eight 
millions fix hundred and forty thouſand new pins.” 

I am not ignorant that our Britiſh ladies altedge*they 
comprehend under this general term ſeveral other conve- 
niencics of life z I could therefore wiſh, for the honour of 
my country women, that they had rathef called it Nezdle- 
money, which might have implied ſomething of good houſe - 
wifery, and not have given the malicious world occaſion to 
think, that dreſs and trifle have always the uppermolt place 

a woman's thoughts, "TEM; 

I xxow ſeveral of my fair readers urge, in defence of 
this practice, that it is but a neceſſary proviſion they make 
for themſelves, in caſe their huſband proves a churl or a 
miſer; ſo that they conſider this allowance as a kind of 
alimony, which they may lay their claim to without actual- 


ly ſeparating from their huſbands. But with ſubmiſſion I 


think a woman who will give up herſelf to a man in marri- 
age, where there is the leaſt room for ſuch an apprehen- 


hon, and truſt her perſon to one whom ſhe will not rely 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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on for the common neceſſaries of life, may very properly 
be accuſed (in the phraſe of a homely proverb) of being 
penny wife and pound fooliſh. 

IT is obſerved of over-cautious generals. that they ne- 
ver engage in a battle without ſecuring a retreat, in caſe 
the event ſhould not anſwer their expectations; on the 
other hand, the greateſt conquerors have burnt their ſhips, 
or broke down the bridges behind them, as being determi- 
ned cither to ſucceed or die in the engagement. In the 
ſame manner I ſhould very much fuſpet a woman who 
takes ſuch precautions for her retreat, and contrives me- 
thods how ſhe may live happily, without the affection of 
one to whom ſhe joins herſelf for life Separate purſes 


between man and wife are, in my opinion, as unnatural as 


ſeparate beds. A marriage cannot be happy, where the 
pleaſures, inclinations, and intereſts of both parties are not 
the ſame. There is no greater incitement to love in the 
mind of man, than the ſenſe of a perſons depending upon 
him for her eaſe and happineſs ; as a woman uſes all her 
endeavours to pleaſe the perſon whom ſhe looks upon as 
her honour, her comfort, and her ſupport. 
For this reaſon I am not very much ſurpriſed at the be · 
haviour of a rough country ſquire, who, being not a little 
ſhock'd at the procecding of a young widow that would 
not recede from her demands of pin-money, was fo en; 
raged at her mercenary temper, that he told her in great 
wrath, * As much as ſhe thought him her ſlave, he would 
© ſhew all the world he did not care a pin for her.“ Up- 
on which he flew out of the room, and never ſaw her 
more. | 
SOCRATES, in Plato's Alcibiades, ſays, he was in- 
formed by one who had travelled through Pera, that as 
he paſſed over a great tract of lands, and inquired what the 
name of the place was, they told him it was the Pueen's 
irdle ; to which he adds, that another wide field, which 
fay by it, was called the 2een's veil ; and tliat in the 
ſame manner there was a large portion of ground ſet abde 
for every part of her majeſty's dreſs. Theſe lands might 
not be improperly called the queen of Pera t pin- money. 
I KEMEMBER my friend -irRoGER, who Ldare ſay ne- 
ver read this paſſage in Plato, told me ſome time ince, that 
upon his courting the perverſe widow (of whom 1 have 
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fires an account in former papers) he had diſpoſed of an 
undied acres in a diamond ring, which he would have 
preſented her with, had ſhe thought fit to accept it; and 
that upon her wedding day ſhe ſhould have carried on her 
head fifty of the talleſt oaks upon his eſtare. He further 
informed me that he would have given her a coal-pir to 
keep her in clean linen, that he would have allowed hes” 
the profits of a wind-mill for her fans, and would have 
reſented her once in three years with the ſhearing of his 
ep for her under · petticoats. To which the knight al- 
ways adds, that though he did not care for fine Jothed 
himſelf, yet there ſhould not have been a woman in the 
country better dreſſed than my lady Coverley. SirRoGeR, 
perhaps, may in this, as well as in many other of his de- 
vices. appear ſomething odd and ſingular ; but if the hu- 
mour of pin-money prevails, I think it would be very pro- 
per for every gentleman of an eſtate to mark out ſo man 
acres of it under the title of The pins. 
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en——Nugis addere pondus. Ho. Ep. 19. I. 1. v. 42. 
ad weight to trifles, 


Dear Spec, | 
He lately converſed much with the fair ſex 

on the ſubject of your ſpeculations, (which. ſince 
their appearance in public, have been the chief exerciſe 
of the female loquacious faculty) I found the fair ones 
poſſeſs'd with a diſſatisfaction at your prefixing Greek 
mottos to the frontſpiece of your late papers; and. as a 
man of gallantry, I thought it a duty incumbent on me 
to impart it to you, in hopes of a reformation, which is 
only to be effected by a reſtoration of the Latin to the 
pſual digaity in ou 25 which, of late, the Greek, 
to the great diſpleaſure of your female readers. has 
uſurp'd ; for tho the Latin has the recommerdation. 
of being as unintelligible to them as the (Cee, yet be- 
ing written in the {ame charafter with their mother- 
tongue, by the a ſſiſtance of a ſpelling book *tis legible ; 
which quality the Greek wants: and ſincc the introduc- 


— 
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tion of operas into this nation, the ladies are ſo charms 
ed with ſound abſtracted from their ideas, that they a- 
* dore and honour the found of Latinas it is old Italian. 1 
am a ſolicitor for the fair ſex, and therefore think myſelf 
* in that character more likely to be prevalent in this re» 
* queſt, than if I ſhould ſubſcribe myſelf by my proper 
name, 


J. M. 


I defire you may inſert this in one of your ſpeculations, 
to ſhew you my zeal for removing the diſſatisſaction of the 
fair ſex, and reſloring you to their ſavour, 
E. 

by I WAS ſome time ſince in company with a young of» 
. ficer, who emtertained us with the conqueſts he had 
made over a female neighbour of his; when a gentle» 
man who ſtood by, as I ſuppoſe envying the captain's 
good fortune, aſked him what rcaſon he had to believe 
the lady admired him? Why, ſays he. my lodgings are 
- oppoſite to hers, and ſhe is continually at her window 
either at work, reading. taking ſnuff. or putting herſelf 
in ſome toying poſture on purpoſe to draw my eyes that 
way. The confeſſion of this vain ſoldier made me re- 
flet on ſome of own my actions: for you muſt know, 
Sir, I am often at a window which fronts the apartments 
of ſeveral gentlemen who 1 doubt not have the ſame 
opinion of me. I muſt own | love to look at them all; 
one for being well dreſſed, a ſecond for his fine eye, 
and one patticulat one, becauſe he is the leaſt man I 
ever ſaw; but there is ſomething ſo eaſy and pleaſant 
in the manner of my little man, that I obſerve he is a 
favourite of all his acquaintance. I coul go on to tell 
you of many others, that 1 believe think | have en- 
couraged them from my window : but pray let me 
have your opinion of the uſe of the window in a beau- 
tiful lady; and how often ſhe may look out at the ſame 
man, without being ſuppoſed to have a mind to jump 
© out to him? , 
| Yours, 


i 
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Mr Sercraros, 


T HAVE for ſome time made love to a lady, who re- 
, ccived it with all the kind returns I ought to expect: 
© but without any provocation, that I know of, ſhe has of 
© late ſhanned me with the utmolt abhorrence, inſomuch 
© that ſhe went out of church laſt Sunday in the midſt of 
divine ſervice, upon my coming into the ſame pew, Pray. 


Sir, what muſt 1do ia this buſineſs ? 


Your Servant, 
EUPHUES, 
Let her alene ten days, 


Myr SrECTATOR, York, Jan. 20, 1711-12. 


n \ E have in this town a ſort of people who pretend 

to wit, and write lampoons: I have lately been 
the ſubje& of one of them. I he ſcribler had not genius 
enough in verſe to turn my age, as indeed I am an old 
maid, into rallery, for affecting a youthier turn than is 
conſiſtent with my time of day; and therefore he makes 
the title to his Madrigal, the character of Mrs Judith 
Lovebane, born in the year 1680. What I deſire of you 
is, that you diſallow that a coxcomb, who pretends to 
write verſc, ſhould put the moſt malicious thing he can 
* ſay in proſe. This I humbly conceive will diſable our 
country wits, who indeed take a great deal of pains to 
* ſay any thing in rhyme, tho' they ſay it very ill. 


Jam, SIX, 


Your humble Servant, 


PE TY LE EP oe we mr —— 


SUSANNA LOVEBANE., 
Mr SrECTATOR, 


IXI) Ek are ſeveral of us, gentlemen and ladies, who 
, board in the ſame houſe, and after dinner one of 
* our company (an agreeable man enough otherways) 
* ſtands up and reads your paper to us all. We are the 
* civileſt people in the world to one another, and therefore 
© I am forced to this way of deſiring our reader, when he 
is doing this office, not to ſtand afore the fire. This will 
* be a general good to our family this cold weather, He 
* will, 1 know, take it to be our common requelt when 
Vo. IV. 2 


„ 
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he comes to theſe words, Pray, Sir, fit down ; which 
I deſire you to inſert, and you will particularly oblige 


Your daily Reader, 
CHArLTY FROST. 


STR, 


- 1 AM a great lover of dancing but cannot perform ſo 


well as ſome others; however, by my out- of- the - 
* way capers, and ſome original grimaces, I don't fail to 
* divert the company, particularly the ladies, who laugh 
* ummoderately all the time. Some, who pretend to be m 
© friends, tell me they do it in deriſion, and would adviſe 
me to leave it off, withal that I make myſelf ridiculous. 
©'1 don't know what to do in this affair, but I am reſolved 
© Not to give over upon any account, till I have the opi- 
* nion of the SPECTATOR, | 
| Your humble Servant, 


Joux TROTTe 


Mr Trott is not auk ward out of time, he has a right 
to dance let who will laugh: but if he has no ear, 
he will interrupt others; and I am of opinion he ſhould 
ſit ſtill. Given under my hand this fifth of February, 
I71 I-12, 
E 4 The SPECTATOR, 


No 297. Saturday, FEBRUARY 9. 


— — - relut / 
Egregio inſperſos reprendas corpore nævot. 
Ho R. Sat. 6. I. 1. v. 66. 


As perſect beauties often have a mole. Caron. 


FT ER what I have ſaid in my laſt Saturday's paper, 

I ſhall enter on the ſubject of this without further 
preface, and remark the ſeveral defects which appear in 
the fable, the characters, the ſentiments, and the language 
of Milton's Paradiſe loft ; not doubting but the reader wall 
3 me, if I alledge at the ſame time whatever may be 
aid for the extenuation of ſuch defects. The firlt imper· 
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ſection which 1 ſhall obſerve in the fable is, that the 
event of it is unhappy. l 

Tus fable of every poem is, according to Ariſtotles 
diviſion, either /imple or implex It is called Simple when 
there is no change of fortune in it; Implex when the 
fortune of the chief ator changes from bad to good, or 
from good to bad. The implex fable is thought the 
molt perfect; 1 ſuppoſe, becauſe it is more proper to ſtir 
up the paſſions of the reader, and to ſurpriſe him with a 
greater variety of accidents. 

Tus implex fable is therefore of two kinds; in the 
firſt the chief actor makes his way through a long ſeries 
of dangers and difficulties, till he arrives at honour and 
proſperity, as we ſce in the {tory of Ulyes. In the fe- 
cond, the chief actor iu the poem falls from ſome eminent 
pitch of honour and proſperity, into miſery and diſgrace. 
Thus we ſee Adam and Eve linking from a ſtate of inno- 
cence and happineſs, into the molt abject condition of fig 
and ſorrow. 

THz molt taking tragedies among the ancients, were 
built on this laſt ſort of implex fable, particularly the tra- 
edy of OEdipus, which proceeds upon a ſtory, if we may 
believe Ariſt«tle, the moſt proper for tragedy that could 
be invented by the wit of man, I have taken ſome pains 
in a former paper to {hew, that this kind of implex fable, 
wherein the event is unhappy, is more apt to affect an 
audience than that of the Gl kind; notwith(tanding many 
excellent pieces among the ancients, as well as moſt of 
thoſe which have been written of late years in our own 
country, are raiſed upon contrary plans. I mult however 
own, that I think this kind of fable, which is the moſt 
perfect in tragedy, is not ſo proper for an heroic poem, 


MILTON ſeems to have been ſenſible of this imper - 


fection in his fable, and has therefore endeavoured to 
cure it by ſeveral expedients; particularly by the mor- 
tification which the great adverſary of mankind meets 
with upon his return to the aſſembly of infernal ſpirits, as 
it is deſcribed in a beautiful paſſage of the tenth book; 
and wage by the viſion wherein Adam at the cloſe of 
the poem ſees his offspring triumphing over his great ene · 
my. and himſelf reſtored to a happier Paradiſe than that. 
from which he fell. | 
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THERE is another objection againſt Milton's fable, 
which is indeed almoſt the ſame with the former, though 
placed in a different light, namely, That the hero in the 
Paradiſe loft is unſucceſsful, and by no means a match 
for his enemies. T his gave occaſion to Mr Dryden's re- 
flexion, that the devil was in reality Milion's hero, # 
think I have obviated this objection in my firſt paper. 
The Paradiſe lo/t is an epic or a narrative poem, and he 
that looks for an hero in it, ſearches for that which Mil- 
ton never intended; but if he will needs fix the name of 
an hero upon any perſon in it, tis certainly the Meſiah 
who is the hero, both in the principal action, and in the 
chief epiſodes. Paganiſm could not furniſh out a real 
action for a fable greater than that of the //;jad or Zneid, 
and therefore an heathen could not form a higher no- 
tion of a-poem than one of that kind, which they call an 
heroic. Whether Milton's is not of a ſublimer nature 
I will not preſume to determine: it is ſufficient that 1 
ſnew there is in the Paradiſe igſi all the greatneſs of plan, 
regularity of deſign, and maſterly beauties which we diſ- 
cover in Homer and Virgil. 

I MUST in the next x Jad obſerve, that Milton has in- 
terwoven in the texture of his fable ſome particulars 
which do not ſeem to have probability enough for an e- 
pic poem; particularly in the actions which he aſcribes 
to /n and death, and the picture which he draws of the 
limbo of vanity, with other paſfages in the ſecond book. 
Such allegories rather ſavour of the ſpirit of Spenſer and 
Arizſto, than of Hemer and Virgil. 

Ix the ſtructure of his poem he has like ways admitted 
of too many digreſhons. It is finely obſerved by Ariſtotle, 
that the author of an heroic poem ſhould ſeldom ſpeak him- 
felf, but throw as much of his work as he can into the 
mouths of thoſe who are his principal actors. Ariſtotle has 
given no reaſon for this precept; but I preſume it is be- 
eauſe the mind of the reader is more awed and elevated 
when he hears Æneas or Achilles ſpeak, than & hen Virgil 
or Hemer talk in their own perſons. Beſides that aſſuming 
the character of an eminent man is apt to fire the imagina · 
tion, and raiſe the ideas of the author. Tully tells us, men- 
tioning his dialogue of old age, in which Cato is the chief 
ſpeaker, that upon a review of it he was agreeably impoſed 
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upon, and fancied that it was Cato, and not he himſelf, 
who uttered his thoughts on that ſubject. 
1 Ir the reader would be at the pains to ſee how the ſto · 
1 ry of the /liad aod the Zneid is delivered by thoſe perſons 
who act ia it, he will be ſurpriſed to had how little in either 
of theſe poems proceeds from the authors. Mon has, in 
the general diſpoſition of his fable, very finely obſerved 
this great rule; inſomuch, that there is ſcarce a third part 
of it which comes from the poet; the reſt is ſpoken either 
by Adam and Eve, or by ſome good or evil ſpirit who 18 
engaged either in their deſtruction or defence. 

FRoM what has been here obſerved it appears, that di - 
greſſions are by no means to be allowed of in an epic poem. 
If the poet, even in the ordinary courſe of his narration, 
ſhould ſpeak as little as poſhble, he ſhould certainly never 
let. his narration fleep for the ſake of any reflexions of his 
own. I have often obſerved, with a ſecret admiration, hat 
the longeſt reflexion in the /En2id.is that paſſage of the 
tenth book, where Turnus is repreſented as dreſſing him» 
ſelf in the ſpoils of Pallas, whom he had flain. Virgil 
here lets. his fable ſland till for the ſake of the following 
remark. How is the mind of man ignorant of futurity, and 
unable to bear proſperous fortune with moderation! The 
time will come when Tutnus /hall with that he had left: 
tbe body of Pallas untouched, and curſe the day on which 
he dreſſed himſelf.in theſe. ſpoils. As the great event of the 
#Encid, and the death of Turnus, whom A£neas flew be- 
f cauſe he ſaw him .adorned with the {poils of Pallas, turns 
upon this incident, Virgil went out of his way to make this 
reflexion upon it, without which ſo ſmall a circumſtance 
might poſhbly have ſlipt out of his reader's memory. La- 
can, who was an injudicious poct, lets drop his ſtory ve- 
ry frequently for the ſake of his unneceſſary digreſhons, or 
his d:verticula, as Scaliger calls them. It he gives us an, 

account of the. prodigies which precceded the civil war, 
he declaims upon the occaſion, and ſhews how much hap- 
pier it would be for man, if he did not feel his evil fortune 
fore it comes to pals ; and ſuffer not only by its real 
weight, but by the apprehenſion of it. Milton's complaint 
for his blindneſs, his panegyric on marriage, his reflexi- - 
ons on Adam and Eve's going naked, of the angels eat- 
ing, and ſcycral other paſſages in his poem, arc liable. to 
* 
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the ſame exception; tho' I muſt confeſs there is ſo great 
a beauty in theſe very digreſhons, that | would not wiſh 
them out of his poem. 

I HAVE, in a former paper, ſpoken of the characters of 
Milton's Paradiſe loft, and declared my opinion as to the 
allegorical perfons who are introduced in it, 

IF we look into the ſentiments, I think they are ſome- 
times defective under the following heads: firſt, as there 
are ſeveral of them too much pointed, and ſome that dege- 
nerate even into puns. Of this laſt kind I am afraid is that 
in the firſt book, where, ſpeaking of the pygmies, he calls 


them, 
The ſmall infantry 
Warr'd on by cranes 


— — 


ANOTHER blemiſh that appears in ſome of his thoughts, 
is his frequent alluſion to heathen fables, which are not 
certainly of a piece with the divine ſubje& of which he 


_ treats. I do not find fault with thefe alluſions, where the 


ur himſelf repreſents them as fabulous, as he does in 
ome places, but where he mentions them as truths and 
matters of fact. The limits of my paper will not give me 


leave to be particular in inſtances of this kind; the reader 


will eaſily remark them in his peruſal of the poem. 

A TH18D fault in his ſentiments, is an unneceſſary oſten- 
tation of learning, which likeways occurs very frequently. 
It is certain that both Homer and/Virgil were maſters of all 
the learning of their times, but it ſhews itſelf in their works 
after an indire& and concealed manner. Milton ſeems 
ambitious of letting us know, by his excurſions on free- 
vill and predeſtination, and his many glances upon hiſto» 
ry, aſtronomy, geography, and the like, as well as by the 
terms and phraſes he ſometimes makes uſe of, that he was 
acquainted with the whole circle of arts and ſciences. 

Ir in the laſt place we conſider the language of this 
great poet, we mult allow what I have hinted in a former 
paper, that it is often too much laboured, and ſometimes 
obſcured by old words, tranſpoſitions, and foreign idioms, 
Seneca's objection to the ſtile of a great author, Kiget e- 
Jus oratio, nihil in ea placidum, nibil lene, is what many 
critics make to Milton. As I cannot wholly refute it, ſo 


I have already apologized for it in auother paper : to which 
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I may further add, that Milton's ſentiments and ideas 
were ſo wonderfully ſublime, that it would have been im- 

ſible for him to have repreſented them in their full 
— and beauty, without having recourſe to theſe fo- 
reign aſſiſtances. Our language ſunk under him, and was 
unequal to that greatneſs of ſoul which furniſhed him with 
ſuch glorious conceptions 

A SECOND fault in his language is that he often affect 
a kind of jingle in his words, as in the following paſſages, 
and many others: 


And brought into the world a world of woe, 
Begirt th' Almighty throne 

Beſceching or belieging—— 

This tempred our attempt 


At one flight bound high overleapt all bound, 


I xxow there are figures of this kind of ſpeech, that 
ſome of the greateſt ancients have been guilty of it, and 
that Ariſtolle himſelf has given it a place in his rhetoric. 
among the beauties of that art. But as it is in itſelf poor 
and trifling, it is I think at preſent univerſally exploded by 
all the maſters of polite writing. 

Tus laſt fault which I ſhall rake notice of in Milton's 
ſtile, is the frequent uſe of what the learned call :echnical 
ewords, or terms of art It is one of the greateſt beauties 
of poetry, to make hard things intelligible. and to deliver 


what is abſttuſe of itlelf in ſuch caſy language as may be 


underſtood by ordinary readers : beſides, that the knows 
ledge of a poet ſhould rather ſeem born wath him, or. in- 
ſpired, than drawn from books and ſyſtems. I have often 
wondered how Mr Dryden could tranſlate a paſſage out 
of Virgil after the following manner; 


Tack to the larboard, and fland off to ſea, 
Veer flarboard ſer and land. 


Milton makes uſe of larbeard in the ſame manner, When 
he is upon building he mentions Doric pillars, pilaſters, 
cornice, freeze, architrave, When he talks of heavenly 
bodies, you meet with -c/rptic and eccentric, the trepida» 
tion, ſlary droping from the zenith, rays culminating from 
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the equator : to which might be added many inſtances: 
of the like kind in ſeveral other arts and ſciences. + 

I SHALL in my next papers give an accaunt of the ma- 
ny particular beauties in Miſton, which would have been 
too long to inſert under thoſe general heads I have already. 


treated of, and with which Lintend to conclude this piece. 
L. 


of criticiſm. | 


Ne 298. Monday, FEBRUARY II. 
Nuſguam tuta fider —— VI RAG. En. 4. v. 373. 
Honour is no where ſafe. 


Mr SrECTATOR, London, F:b, 9 1711-12, 


* F AM avirgio, and in no caſe deſpicable; but yet fucks 
c, 1 as I am 1 mult remain, or elſe become, tis to be fear - 

« ed, leſs happy ;. for 1 find not the leait goud effect from 
the juſt correction you. ſome time. ſince gave that too 
* free, that looſer part of our ſex which ſpoils the men; 
the ſame connivance at the vices, the ſame eaſy admit- 

* tance of addreſſes, the ſame vitiatcd rcliſh ot the con- 


- 4. verſation of the greateſt of rakes (or in a more faihion- 


© able way of expreſling one's ſelf, of ſuch as have ſeen 
the world molt) ſtill abounds, increaſes, multiplies. 
Tux humble pctition therciore of many of the moſt. 
. ſtricily virtuous, and of myſclf, is, that you'll. once more 
* exert your authority, and that according to your late 
8 — your full, your impartial authority, on this ſillier 
branch oſ our kind: for why ſhould they be the uncon- 
t troulable miſtteſſes of our fate? why ſhould they with, 
© 3mpunity indulge the males in licentiouſneſs u hilſt ſingle,, 


and we have the diſmal hazard and plague of reforming 


them when married? Strike. home, ir, then, and ſpare 
not, or all our maiden hopes, our gilded hopes of nup- 
© tial felicity are fruſtrated, are vaniſhed, and you yourſelf, 

©. ag well. as Mr Courtly, will, by ſmoothing over immo- 

deſt practices with the glojs of ſoft and harmleſs names, 
for ever forfeit our eſteem. Nor think that I'm herein 
more ſeve;e than necd be: if I have not reaſon more than 


* enough, do you and the world judge. from this enſuuig 
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account, which, I think, will prove the evil to be uni- 
verſal. | 
* You muſt know then, that ſince your reprehenſion of 
this female degeneracy came out, I've had a tender of 
reſpects from no leſs than five —.— of tolerable figure 
too as times go: but the misfortune is, that four of the 
five are profeſſed followers of the mode. They would 
face me down, that all women of good ſenſe ever were, 
and ever will be latitudinarians in wedlock ; and always 
did, and will, give and take what they profanely term 
conjugal liberty of conſcience. 

Tus two firſt of them, a captain and a merchant, to 


ſtrengthen their argument, pretend to repeat after a 


couple, a brace of ladies of quality and wit, that Venus 
was always kind to Mars; and what ſoul that has the 
leaſt ſpark of generoſity, can deny a man of bravery any 
thing? And how pitiful a trader that, whom no woman 
but his own wife will have correſpondence and dealings 
with? Thus theſe ; whilſt the third, the country ſquire, 
confeſſed, that indeed he was ſurpriſed into good-breed- 
ing, and enter'd into the knowledge of the world un- 
awares; that dining t'other day at a gentleman's houſe, 
the perſon who entertain'd was obliged to leave him 
with his wife and nieces: where they ſpoke with ſo much 
contempt of an abſent gentleman for being ſo flow at a 
hint, that he reſolved never to be drouſy, unmannerly, 
or ſtupid for the future at a friend's houſe ; and on a 
hunting morning, not to purſue the game either with the 
huſband abroad, or with the wife at home. 

THE next that came was a tradeſman, no leſs full of 
the age than the former; for he had the gallantry to tell 


'me, that at alate junket which he was invited to, the 


motion being made, and the queſtion being put, 'twas by 
maid, wife and widow reſolved, eine contradicente, 
that a young ſprightly journeyman is abſolutely neceſſary 
in their way of buſineſs : to which they had the aſſent 
and concurrence of the huſbands preſent, I dropped 
him a curtſy, and gave him to underſtand that was his 
audience of leave. 

au reckoned pretty, and have had very many ad- 
vances beſides — ; but have been very averſe to hear 
any of chem, from my obſervation on theſe above · men- 
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preſent admirer, a clergyman. But I find even among 

them there are indirect practices in relation to love, and 
our treaty is at preſent a little in ſuſpence, till ſome cir- 
cumſtances are cleared. There is a charge agaioſt him 
among the women, and the caſe is this: it is alledged, - 


that a certun endowed female would have appropria- 


ted herſelf to and conſolidated herſelf with a church, 
which my divine now enjoys; (or, which is the ſame 
thing, did proſtitute herſelf to her friend's doing this 
for her:) that my eccleſiaſtic, to obtain the one, did 
engage himſelf to take off the other that lay on hand ; 
but that on his ſucceſs in the ſpiritual, he again re» 
nounced the carnal, g 

* IpuT this cloſely to him, and taxed him with diſinge- 
nuity. He to clear himſelf made the ſubſequent defence, 
and that in the moſt ſolemn manner poſhble. That he 
was applied to, and inſtigated to accept of a benefice : 
that a conditional offer thereof was indeed made him at 
firſt, but with diſdain by him rejected: that when nothing 
(as they eaſily perceived) of this nature could bring him 
to their purpoſe, aſſurance of his being entirely unenga · 
ged beforehand, and ſafe from all their after-expettati- 
ons (the only ſtratagem left to draw him in) was given 
him: that purſuant to this the donation itſelf was with - 
out delay, before ſeveral reputable witneſſes, tendered 
to him gratis, with the open profeſſion of not the leaſt 
reſerve, or molt minute condition; but that yet imme - 
diately after induction, his inſidious introducer, (or her 


crafty procurer, which you will) induſtriouſly ſpread the 


report which had reached my ears, not only in the neigh- 
bourhood of that ſaid church, but in London, in the uni - 


.verſity, in mine and his own country, and wherever elſe 


it might probably obviate his application to any other 
woman, and ſo confine him to this alone : and in a word, 
that as he never did make any previous offer of his ſervice, 
or the leaſt ſtep to her affection; ſo on his diſcoveryof theſe 
deſigns thus laid to trick him, he could not but afterwards, 
in juſtice to himſelf, vindicate both his innocence and 
freedom, by keeping his proper diſtance. 

Tuts is his apology, and I think I ſhall be ſatisſied 


with it. But I cannot conclude my tedious epiltle, with= 
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out recommending to you not only to reſume your for- 


niacal ladies, who ſeduce the ſacred order into the diffi - 
culty of either breaking a mercenary troth made to them 
whom they ought not to deceive, or by breaking or keep 
ing it, offending againſt him whom they cannot deceive. 
Your aſſiſtance and labours of this ſort would be of great 
benefit, and your ſpeedy thoughts on this ſubje& would 


© be very ſcaſonable to 


SIR, Your moſt obedient Servant, 
4 CHASTITY LOVEWORTH., 
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Malo Venuſinam, quam te, Cornelia, mater 
Gracchorum, fi cum magnis virtutibut affers 
Grande ſupercilium, et numeras in date triumphas, 
Teile iuum precor Ain alem, victumgue Syphacem 
In caſtris ; et cum teta Carthagine migra. 

Juv, Sat. 6. v. 166; 


Some cou ni ry-· girl ſcarce to a curtſy bred, 
Mou d I much rather than Cornelia wed, 
Tf N haughty, proud, and vain, 
She brought her father's triumphs in her train. 
Amway with all your Carthagimian ſtate ; 
Let vanquiſh'd Hannibal without doors wait, 
Too burly and too big to paſs my narrow gate. 
D&YDEN» 


T is obſerved that a man improves more by reading the 
{tory of a perſon eminent for prudence and virtue, than 

by the fineſt rules and precepts of morality. In the ſame 
manner a repreſentation of thoſe calamities and misfortunes 
which a weak man ſuffers from wrong meaſures, and ill- 
concerted ſchemes of life, is apt to make a deeper impreſ- 
ſion upon our minds than the wiſeſt maxims and inſtructions 
that can be given us, for avoiding the like follies and in- 
dilcretions in our own private conduct. It is for this rea- 


{on that I lay before my reader the following letter, and 


mer chaſtiſement, but to add to your criminals the ſimo—- 
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leave it with him to make his own uſe of it. withbut ad- 
| ding any reflexions of my own upon the ſubject matter. 
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Mr Srercraros, h; Nuts Wir 
. carefally peruſed a letter ſent you by 
Fojtab Fribble, Eſq; with your ſubſequent Al. 
courſe upon pin money, I do preſume to trouble you with 
an account of my own caſe; which I look upon to be no 
leſs deplorable than that of Squire Fribble. I am a perſon 
of no extraction, having begun the world with a ſmall 
. of ruſty iron, and was for ſome years commonly 


known by the name of Fack Anvil. I have naturally a 


very happy genius for getting money, inſomuch that by 
the age of five and twenty I had ſcraped together four 
thouſand two hundred pounds, five ſhillings and a few 
odd pence. I then launched out into conſiderable bu- 
ſineſs, and became a bold trader both by ſea and land, 
which in a few years raiſed me a very conſiderable for · 
tune. For theſe my good ſervices | was knighted in the 
thirty-fifth year of my age, and lived with great dignity 
among my city neighbours by the name of Sir Jo An- 
vil : being in my temper very ambitious, I was now bent 


upon making a family, and accordingly reſolved that my 


deſcendents ſhould have a daſh of good blood in their veins, 
In order to this I made love to the lady Mary Odaly, an 
indigent young woman of quality. To cut ſhort the mar- 
riage-treaty, I threw her a charte blanche, as our news+ 
papers call it, deſiring her to write upon it her ou terms. 
She was very conciſe in her demands, inſiſt ing only that 
the diſpoſal of my fortune, and the regulation of my fa- 
mily, ſhould be entirely in her hands. Her father and 
brothers appeared exceedingly averſe to this match, and 
would not ſee me for ſome time; but at preſent are fo 
well reconciled, that they dine with me almoſt ever 

day, and have borrowed cooſiderable ſums of me; which 
my lady Mary very often twits me with, when-ſhe 
would ſhew me how kind her relations are to me. She 
had no portion, as I told you before ; but what ſhe want- 
ed in fortune, ſhe makes up in ſpirit. She at firſt changed 
2 name to Sir John Envil, and at preſent writes her- 
ſelf Mary Enville. I have had ſome childrenſby her whom 
ſhe has chriſtened with the ſirnames of her family, in 


2 
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* order as ſhe tells me, to wear out the homelineſs of their 
© parentage by the father's ſide. Our eldeſt ſon is the ho- 
* nourable Oddly Enville, Eſq; and our eldeſt daughter 
* Hatriot Enville. Upon her firlt coming into my family, 
© ſhe turned off a parcel of very careful lervants, who had 
been long with me, and introduced in their ſtead a couple 
of black-a-moors, and three or four very genteel fel» 
lows in laced liverics, beſides her French woman, who 
is perpetually making a noiſe in the houſe in a language 
which nobody underitands, except my lady Mary. She 
next {et herſelf to reform every room in my houſe, hav» 
ing glazed all my chimney-pieces with looking · glaſs, 
and planted every corner with ſuch heaps of China, that 
I am obliged ro move about my own houſe with the 

reateſt caution and circumſpection, for fear of hurting 
— of our brittle furniture. She makes an illumina- 
tion once a-week with wax candles in one of the largeſt 
rooms, in order, as ſhe phraſes it, to ſee company. At 
which time ſhe always deſires me to be abroad, or to con- 
fine myſclf to the cock-loſt, that I may not diſgrace ber 
among her viſitants of quality. Her tootmen as 1 told 
you before, are ſuch beaus that 1 do not much care for 
aſking them queſtions ; when I do, they anſwer me with 
a ſaucy frown, and ſay that every thing, which I find 
fault with, was done by my lady Mary's order. She 
tells me that ſhe intends they ſhall wear ſwords with 
their next liveries, having lately obſerved the footmen of 
two or three perſons of quality hanging behind the coach 
with ſwords by their ſides. As ſoon as the firlt honeys 
moon was over, I repreſented to her the unreaſonable- 
neſs of thoſe daily innovations which ſhe made in my fa- 
mily; but the told me I was no longer to conſider my- 
ſelf as Sir Jahn Anvil, but as her huſband ; and added 
with a frown, that I did not ſeem to know who the was. 
I was ſurpriſed to be treated thus, after ſuch famnyljariti 
as had paſſed between us. But ſhe has ſince give 
know, that whatever freedom ſhe may ſometimes maulge 
me in, ſhe expects in general to be treated with We re 
x * ſpe& that is duc to her birth and quality. Our children} 
| have been trained up from their inſancy with fo many 
U * accounts of their mother's my, that they know the 

* ſtories of all the great —_— it has produced 
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Their mother tells them, that ſuch an one commanded 
in ſuch a ſea engagement, that their great grandfather 
had a horſe ſhot under him at Edge - hill, that their uncle 
was at the fiege of Buda, and that her mother danced 


in a ball at court with the duke of Monmouth ; with 


abundance of fiddle-faddle of the fame nature. I was the 
other day a little out of countenance at a queſtion of my 
little daughter Harriot, who aſked me with a great deal 
of innocence, why I never told them of the generals and 
admirals that had been in my family. As K my eldeſt 
ſon Oddly, he bas been fo ſpirited up by his mother, 
that if he does not mend his manners I ſhall go neat to 
diſinherit him. He drew his ſword upon me before he 
was nine years old, and told me that he expected to be 
uſed like a gentleman; upon my offering to correct him 
for his inſolence, my lady Maryſtept in between us, and 
told me, that I ought to confider there was ſome differ- 
ence between his mother and mine. She is perpetually 
finding out the features of her own relations in every one 
of my children, tho' by the way, I have a little chub-faced 
boy as like me as he can ſtare, if I durſt ſay ſo; but what 
moſt angers me, when ſhe ſees me playing with any of 
them upon my knee, ſhe has begged me more than once 
to converſe with the children as little as poſſible, that 
they may not learn any of my aukward tricks. 

© You muſt farther know, ſince I am opening my heart 
to you, that ſhe thinks herſelf my ſuperior in ſenſe, 
as much as ſhe is in quality, and therefore treats me 
like a plain well-meaning man, who does not know the 
world. She dictates to me in my own buſineſs, ſets 
me right in point of trade, and if 1 diſagree with her 


about any of my ſhips at ſea, wonders that I will diſpute 


with ber, when 1 know very well that her great grand» 
father was a flag-officer, + 

* To complete wy ſulleriogs, ſhe has teiſed me for this 
quarter of a year laſt paſt, to remove into one of the 


ſquares at the other end of the town, promiſing for my 


encouragement, that I ſhall have as Aa cock 
as any gentleman in the ſquare ; to which the honour» 


able Oddly Enville, Eſq; always adds; like a jack-a* 
napes ns he is, that he hopes twill be as gear the court 


* . 
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An ſhort, Mr Srecrarox, I am fo much out of my 
© natural element, that to recover-my old way, of life I 
* would be content to begin the world again, and be plai 
* Fack Anvil: but alas! I am in for life, and am bod 
to ſubſcribe myſelf, with great ſorrow of heart, 


Tour bumble Servant, 
1 Jonn ExviLis, Ant, 
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| Diverſum vitis vitium prope majus. 
Hor, Ep. 18. I. 1. v. 5. 


Another failing of the mind. 1 
Greater than this, of a quite different kind, % 
0OLY, 


Mr SrECTATOR, | 


4 WE! you talk of the ſubje& of love, and the re · 
4 lations ariſing from it, methinks you ſhould take 
care to leave no fault unobſerved which concerns the 
* Rate of marriage. The great vexation that 1 have ob- 
*'fervedin it, is, that the wedded couple ſeem to want 
opportunities of being often enongh alone together, 

* and are forced to quarrel and be fond before company. 
* Mr Hotſpur and his lady, in a room full of their friends, 
are ever ſaying ſomething ſo ſmart to each other, and 

© that bur juſt within rules, that the whole company ſtand 
* in the utmoſt anxiety and ſuſpenſe for fear of their fall- 
ing into extremities which they could not be preſent at. 
* On the other fide, Tom Faddle and his pretty ſpouſe 
wherever they come are billing at ſuch a rate, as they 
think mult do our hearts good to behold them. Cannot 
you poſlibly . 27 a mean between being waſps and 
* doves in public? I ſhould think if you adviſed to hate 


/ 


. © or love ſincerely it would be better : for if they would 
© be fo diſcreet as to hate from the very bottom of their 
© hearts, their averſion would be too ſtrong for little gibes 
every moment; and if they loved with that calm and 
noble value which dwells in the heart, with a warmth 
© like that of life blood, they would not be ſo im- 
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patient of their paſſion as to fall into obſervable fond- 
© nefs. This method, in each caſe, would ſuve ap 
*- ances ; but as choſe who offend on the fond fide are 
y much the fewer, I would have you begin with them, 
and go on to take notice of a moſt impertinent licence 
married women take, not only to be very loving to their 
* ſpouſes in public, but alſo make nauſebus alſuſions to 
© private familiarities, and the like. Lucina is a lady of 
the greateſt diſcretion, you muſt know, in the world; 
- 8 very much a phyſician: upon the ſtrengeh of 
theſe two qualities there is nothing ſhe will not ſpeak 
© of before us virgins; and ſhe every day talks with a \ 
very grave air in ſuch a manner, as is very improper ſo | 
© much as to be hinted at but to obviate the greateſt ex- 
© tremity, Thoſe whom they call good bodies, notable 
© people, hearty neighbours, and the pureſt goedeſt com- 
* pany in the world, are the great offenders in this kind, 
Here I think I have laid before you an open field for 
© pleaſantry; and hope you will ſhew' theſe people that 

| at leaſt they are not witty : in which you will ſave from 

| many 2 bluſh a daily ſufferer, who is very much 


15 Tour moſt humble Servant, 
n ; SUSANNAH LOVEWORTH., 
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M,. srxcra rot, ieee 
. yours of Wedneſday the 3oth paſt, you and your 
| *þ correſpondents are very ſevere on a ſort ofmen, whom 
you call male coquets : but without any other reaſon, in 
* my apprehenſion, than that of paying a ſhallow compli- 
ment to the fair ſex, by accuſing ſome men of imagi- 
*_ nary faults, that the women may not ſeem to be the more 1 
| _,*faultyſex; tho' at the ſame time you ſuppoſe there are | 
* ſome ſo weak as to be impoſed upon by fine things and 
falſe addrefſes. I can't perſuade _ that your deſign 
© 33 to debar the ſexes the benefit of each other's convet᷑ 
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© ſation within the rules of honour ; nor will you, Tdareſay, 

recommend to em, or encourage the common tea=table 
talk, much leſs that of politics and matters of ſtate : and 
if theſe are forbidden ſubjects of diſcourſe, then; as long 

as there are any women in the world who take a pleaſur 


in hearing themſelves praiſed, and can bear the ſight of 
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© a man-proſtrate at their feet, ſo long 4 ſhall. make no 


wonder that there are thoſe of the other ſex who will 
©, pay them thoſe impertinent humiliations. We ſhould. 
© have few people ſuch fools as to practiſe flattery, if all 
were ſo wiſe as to deſpiſe it, I don't deny but you would 
do a meritorious act, if you would prevent all impolitions. 
on the ſimplicity of young women; but L mult confeſs I 
don't apprehend you have laid the fault on the proper 
perſon, and if I trouble you wich my thoughts upon it, 
1 promiſe myſelf your pardon, Such of the ſex as are 
raw and innocent, and moſt expoſed to theſe attacks, 
have, or their parents are much to blame if they have 
not, one to adviſe and guard em, and are obliged them · 
ſelves to take care — but if theſe who ought to 
hinder men from all opportunities of this ſort of con · 
verſation, inſtead of that encourage and promote it, the 
ſuſpicion is very juſt that there are ſome private reaſons 
for it; and I'll leave it to you to determine on which ide 
a part is then ated, Some women there are who are 
arrived at years of diſcretion, I mean are got out of the 
hands of their parents and governors, and are ſet up for 
themſelves, who yet are liable to theſe attempts; but if 
theſe are prevailed upon, you mult excuſe me if I lay the 
fault upon them, that their wiſdom is not grown with 
their years. My client, Mr Strephan, whom you ſum - 
moned to declare himſelf, gives you thanks however 
for your warning, and begs the favour only to enlarge 
his time for a week, or to the laſt day of the term, and 
then he'll appear gratis, and pray no day over. 
GUNS, ©» A * 

ä PHILANTHROPOS, 
Mr $exzcrarory. oh 516 * 
1 Was laſt night to viſit a lady whom I much efteem, 

and always took for my friend; but met with ſo ye + 
ry-different a reception from what I expected, that I can» 
not help applying myſelf to you on this occaſion. In 
tho room of that civility and familiarity I uſed to be 
© treated with by her, an affected ftrangenefs in her looks, 
and coldneſs in her behaviour, plainly; told me I was 
not the welcome gueſt which-the. regard and tenderneſs 
* ſhe has oſten cupreiled for me gave me rcaſon to ſlatier 
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and I aſſure you a very common one; therefore I hope 
« you will chink ĩt a fit ſubject for ſome part of a Specla- 
tor. Be pleaſed to acquaint us hom we muſt behave 
« ourſelves towards this valetudinary friendfhip, ſubject 
to ſo many heats and colds, and you wilt oblige, -* 
SIA, Tour humble Servant, © © 
| \ - MiRAnDa. 


8&7 -R, 445 :1 1 4 J. | LISLE 
4 1 Caxxor forbear acknowledging the delight your 
. late Spedfators on Saturdays have given me; for 
* they are writ on the honeſt ſpirit of criticiſm, and called 
to my mind the following four lines I had read long , 
* ſince in a prologue to a play called Fulius Ceſar, which 
© has deſerved a better fate, The verſes are addreſſed 
* to the little critics. | | 15 
Sten your ſinall talent, and let that ſuffice ye; 

Nui grow not vain upon it, I adviſe ye. | 
For every ſop can find out faults in plays: 
— 8 ne er arrive at knowing when to praiſes 
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Piaeſint ut jevenes viſere ferridi F | 
| Multo non fine — p * 
Dilapſam in cineres ſacem. Tv 
"42 Hos Od. 13. I. 4. v. 26. 
That all may laugh io. ſec that glaring light, 

Which lataly fhene 2 2. ped. : q x : 
End in-a;ftink at laſt, and vanish into night. N 
1 a | ; + £5 a8: * 

| WI are y ſo e 
compliſhments, either of body or mind, which have | 
once made us remarkable in the world, that we endeavaur 
to perſuade ourſelves it is not in the power of ſime to rob 
us of them. We are eternally purſuing the fame methods 
which firſt procured us the applauſe of mankind. 1 ig 
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p from this notion that an author writes on, tho he is come 
, to dotage; without ever conlidering that his memory is 
impaircd, and that he-hath loſt that life, and choſe ſpirits, 
which formerly raiſed his fancy, and fired his imagination, 
þ The ſame folly hinders a man from ſubmitting his beha- 
1 viour to his age, and makes Clodius, who was a celebrat- 
9 ed dancer at ſive and twenty, ſtill love to hobble in a mi- 
nuet, tho“ he is paſt threeſcore. It is this, in a word, 
which fills the town with elderly fops, and ſuperanuated. 
2 uettes. * a | ; 4 N * 1 

 CANIDI, a lady of this latter ſpecies, paſſed by me 
yeſterday in her coach. Canidia was an haughty beauty of 
, the laſt age, and was followed by crowds of adorers, whoſe 
| paſſions only pleaſed her, as they gave her opportuanties. 
| of playing the tyrant, She then contracted that awful.caſt 
of the eye and forbidding frown, which-ſhe has not yet 
laid aſide, and has (till all the inſolence of beauty without 
its charms, If ſhe now attracts the eyes of any beholders, 
it is only by being remarkably ridiculous; even her on 
ſex laugh at her affectation; and the men, who always en- 
joy an iH-natur'd pleaſure in ſeeing an imperious beauty 
J mbled and neglected, regard her with the ſame ſatis- 

g fa&ion'that a free nation ſees a tyrant in diſgrace. 
* WIII HoxntycomB, who is a great admirer of the 
gallantries in king Charles the ſecond's reign, lately com- 
municated to me a letter written by z wit of chat age to 
his miſtreſs, who it ſeems was a lady of Canidia's humour; 
and tho' I do not always approve of my friend WII 's 
taſte, I liked this letter ſo well that I took a copy of it, 
with which 1 ſhall here preſent my reader. 


- 
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To CL OE. 

MADAM, | 
* . ———5i 

0 influence you in my favour, I am reſolved to try 

*- whether my dreams can make any impreſſion on you. 

To this end I ſhall. give you an account of a very odd 
one which my fancy preſented to me laſt night, within 

a few hours after I left you. n 
Mrnoucur 1 was unaccountably yed into 

© the moſt delicious place, mne eyes eyer.bebeld n ie was 
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* hvely; the trees ſhot out in bloſſoms, the birds threw 


a large valley divided by a river of the pureſt water 1 had 
ever ſeen, The ground on each fide of it roſe by an 
caſy aſcent, and was covered with flowers of an infinite 
variety which as they were reflected in the water 
doubled the beauties of the place, or rather formed an 
imaginary ſcene more beautiful than the real. On each 
ſide of the river was a range of lofty trees, whoſe boughs 
were loaded with almoſt as many birds as leaves. Every 
tree was full of harmony. 

* L HAD not gone far in this pleaſant valley, when I 
perceived that it was terminated by a moſt magnificent 
temple. The ſtructure was antient and regular. On 
the top of it was figured the god Saturn, in the ſame 
ſhape and dreſs that the poets uſually repreſent Time. 
As I was advancing to ſatisfy my curiotny by a near - 
er view, 1 was ſtopped by an object far more beautiful 
than any I had before diſcovered in the whole place. I 
fancy, Madam, you will eaſily gueſs that this could 


hardly be any thing but yourſelf; in reality it was ſo; 
you lay extended on the flowers by the fide of the river, 
ſo that your hands, which were thrown in a negligent | 
poſture, almoſt touched the water. Your eyes were 


cloſed; but if your ſlcep deprived me of the ſatisfaftion 


of ſeeing them, it left me at leiſure to contemplate; ſe- 


veral other charms, which diſappear when your eyes/are 


open. I-could not but admire the tranquillity you flept 


in, eſpecially when I conſidered the unc aſineſs you pro- 
duce in ſo many others, 

Wire 1 was wholly taken up in theſe reflexions, 
the doors of the temple flew open, with a very great naiſe ; 
and lifting up mine eyes, I ſaw two figures, in human 
ſhape, coming into the valley. Upon a nearer ſurvey, 


I found them to be YouThH andLove. The firſt was 


incircled with a kind of purple light, that ſpread a glory 
over all the place; the other held a flaming torch m his 
hand. I could obſerve, that all the way as they came 
towards us, the colours of the flowers appeared more 


themſelves into pairs, and ſerenaded them as they paſſ - 


ed: the whole face of nature glowed with new beauties: 


They were no ſooner arrived at the place where you lay, 


L When they ſeated themfelycs on each fide of you, On 
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© their approach, methought I ſaw a new bloom ariſe in 
« your face, and new charms diffuſe themſelves over your 
whole perſon. You appeared more than mortal but, 
to my great ſurpriſe, continued faſt aſleep, thoꝰ the two 
«* deities made ſeveral gentle efforts to awaken you. 

'* AFTER a ſhort time, Lourn (diſplaying a pair of 
wings, which l had not before taken notice of) flew off. 
Love {till remained, and holding the torch which he 
had in his hand before your face, you ſtill appeared as 
beautiful as ever. The glaring of the light in your eyes 
at length awaken'd you; when, to my great ſurpriſe, 
inſtead of acknowledging the favour of the deity, yon 
frowyned upon him, and ſtruck the torch out of his hand, 
into the river. The god, after having regarded you with 
a look that ſpoke at once his pity and diſpleaſure, flew 
away. Immediately a kind of gloom overſpread the 
whole place. At the ſame time I ſaw an hideous ſpectre 
enter at one end of the valley. His cyes were ſunk 
into his head, his face was pale and withered, and his 
ſkin /packered up in wrinkles. As he walked on the 
fides of 'the bank the river froze, the flowers faded, 
the'trees ſhed their bloſſoms, the birds dropped: from 
off the boughs, and fell dead at his feet. By theſe 
marks I knew him to be Oro -A. You were ſerzed 
with the utmoſt horror and amazement at his approach. 
© You endeavoured to have fled, but the phantom caught 

in his arms. You may caſily gueſs at the change 

you ſuffered in this embrace. For my own part, tho 
* Fam ſtill too full of the dreadful idea, I will not ſhock 

you with a deſcription of it. I was ſo ſtartled at the 

* ſight, that my ſleep immediately left me, and 1 found 

* myſelf awake, at leiſure to conſider of a dream which 

* ſeems too extraordinary to be without a meaning. 1 
N am, Madam, with the greateſt paſſion, ö 


eee moſt humble Servant, Ko. 
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Ne 302, Friday, FEBRUARY 13. 


Lachrymeque decore 
Gratior es pulchro veniens ò corpore virtus. 
AY VIS. n. 5. v. 343: 


| Becoming forrows, and a virtuous mind, 
More lovely, in a beauteous form inſhrin'd, 


T READ what I give for the entertainment of this day 

with a great deal of pleaſure, and publiſh it juſt as it 
came to my hands. I ſhall be very glad to find there are 
many gueſſed at for Emilia. | 


M,. SrecTarOR, 


Ir this paper has the good fortune to be honoured with 
a2 place in your writings, I ſhall be the more pleaſed, 
* becauſe the character of Emilia is not an imaginary but 
a real one. I have ioduſtriouſly obſcured the whole by 
* the addition of one or two circumſtances of no conſe» 
* quence, that the perſon it is drawn from might {till be 
* concealed ; and that the writer of it might not be in the 
© leaſt ſuſpecled, and for ſome other reaſons, I chuſe not to 
give it the form of a leiter: but if, beſides the faults of 
© the compoſition, there be any thing in it more _ 
© for a correſpondent than the SyEcTAaTOR himſelf to 
* write, I ſubmit it to your better judgment, to receive 
any other model you think fit. | 


Tam, S IR, 


* 


Your very humble Servant. 


Turxx is nothing which gives one ſo pleaſing a proſpect 
of human nature, as the contemplation of wiſdom and 
beauty: the latter is the peculiar portion of thatſex whigh 
is therefore called fair ; but the happy concurrence of 
both theſe excellencies in the ſame perſon, is a character 
too celeſtial to be frequently met with. Beauty is an over- 
weening, ſell · ſufficient thing, careleſs of providing it- 
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ſelf any more ſubſtantial ornaments; nay ſq little does it 
conſult its own intereſts, that it too often defears itſelf by 
betraying that innocence. which renders it lovely and de- 
Crable. As therefore virtue makes a beautiful woman 
appear more beautiful, ſo beauty makes a virtuous woman 
really more virtuous. Whilſt I am. conſidering theſe: two 
perſections gloriouſly united in one perſon, I cannot help 
repreſenting to my mind the image of Emilia. 

Wuo ever bcheld the charming Emilia, without feel- 
ing in his breaſt at once the glow of love andthe tender- 
neſs of virtuous friendſhip ? The unſtudied graces of her 
behayiour, and the — 4 accents of her tongue, inſen- 
bly draw you on to wiſh for a nearer enjoyment of them; 
but even her ſmiles carry in them a filent reproof to the 
impulſes of licentious love. Thus, tho? the attractives of 
her beauty play almoſt irreſiſtably upon you and create 
deſire, you immediately ſtand corrected not by the ſeverity 
but the decency of her virtue. I hat ſweetneſs and good- 
humour which is ſo viſible in her face, naturally diffuſes 
itſelf into every word and action: a man mult be a ſa- 
vage, who, at the ſight of Emilia, is not more inclined to 
do her good than gratify himſelf, Her perſon, as it is 
thus ſtudiouſly embelliſhed by nature, thus adorned with 
unpremeditated graces, is a fit lodging for a mind fo fair 
and lovely; there dwell rational piety, modeſt hope, and 
chearful reſignation. f 
: Many of the prevailing paſſions of mankind do unde- 
ſervedly paſs under the name of religion ; which is thus 
made to expreſs itſelf in action, according to the nature of 
the conſtitution in which it reſides: ſo that were we to 
make a judgment from appearances, one would imagine 


religion in ſome is little better than ſullenneſs and reſerve, 


in many fear, in others the deſpondings of a melanch 
complexion, in others the formality of inſignificant unat- 
fecting obſervances, in others ſeverity, in others oſtenta - 
tion. In Emilia it is a principle founded in teaſon and 
enlivened with hope; it does not break forth into irre- 
gular fits and ſallies of devotion, but is an uniform and 
conſiſtent tenor of action; it is ſtrict without ſeverity, 
compaſſionate without weakneſs ; it is the perfection of 
that good-humour which proceeds from the underſtand- 
ing, got the effect of an caſy conſdtution. 
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Br a generous ſympathy in nature, we feel ourſelves 


"Sh ſed to mourn when any of our fellow: creatures are 
aff 


Qed; but injured innocence and beauty in diſtreſs, is 


"an + that carries in it ſomething inexpreſſibly moving: 
d 


it ſoftens the molt manly heart with the tendereſt ſenſa- 


. tions of love and compaſhon, till at length it confeſſes its 
_ bumanity, and flows out into tears. | 


WERE I to. relate that part of Emilia's life which has 


i given her an e of exerting the heroiſm of Chri- 


iavity, it would make too ſad, too tender a ſtory ; but 
when 1 conſider her alone in the midſt of her Sihrefſes, 
looking beyond this gloomy vale of affliction and ſotro w 
into the joys of heaven and immortality, and when I fee 
Her in converſation thoughtleſs and eaſy as if ſhe were the 
molt happy creature in the world, I am tranſported, with 
admiration. Surcly never did ſuch a philoſophic ſoul in- 


habit ſuch a beauteous form] for beauty is often made a 


privilege againſt thought and reflexion ; it laughs at wiſ- 
dom, and will not abide the gravity of its inſtructions. 
Wx I able to repreſent Emilia's virtues in their 
proper colours and their due proportions, love or flattery 
might perhaps be thought to have drawn the picture lar- 
er than life; but as this is but an imperfect draught of 
Þ excellent a character, and as I cannot, will not hope 


to have any intereſt in her perſon, all that I can fay of 


her is but impartial praiſe extorted from me by the pre- 
vailing brightneſs of her virtues. So rare a pattern of fe- 
male excellence ought not to be concealed, but ſhould be 
ſet out to the view and imitation of the world; for how 
amiable does virtue appear thus as it were made viſible to 
us in fo fair an example ! 1 8056 
HONORT#'s diſpoſition is of a very different turn: her 
thoughts are wholly bent upon conqueſt and arbitrary 
power. That ſhe has ſome wit and beauty no body de- 
nies, and therefore has the eſteem of all her acquaintance 
as a woman of an agreeable perſon and 2 but 
(whatever her huſband may think of it) that is not ſuf - 
ficient for Honoria: ſhe waves that title to reſpect as a 
mean acquiſition, and demands veneration in the right of 
an idol; for this reaſon her natural defire of life is con- 
*rinually checked with an inconſiſtent feat of wrinkles and 
old age. * N 1 


* 
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MILLI cannot be ſuppoſed ignorant of her perſonal 
charms, tho! the ſeems to be ſo; but ſhe will not hold her 
happineſs upon ſo precarious a tenure, whilſt her mind is 
adorned with beauties of a more exalted and laſting nature. 
When in the full bloom of youth and beauty we faw her 


ſurrounded with a ctowd of adorers, ſhe took no pleaſure 


in laughter and deſtruction, gave no falſe deluding hopes 
which might increaſe the torments of her diſappointed 
lovers; bet having for ſome time given to the decency 
of a virgin coyneſs, and examined the merit of their ſe : 
veral pretenſions, ſhe at length gratified her own, by re» 
figning herſelf to the ardent paſſion of Bromiur. Bromius 
was then maſter of many good qualities and a moderate 
fortune, which was ſoon 2 unexpectedly increaſed to 
a plentiful eſtate. This for a good while proved his miſ- 
fortune, as it furniſhed his unexperienced age with the op · 
ortunities of evil company and a ſenſual life. He might 
E longer wandered in the labyrinths of vice and folly, 
had not Emilia's prudent conduct won him over to the 
overnment of his reaſon. Her ingenuity has been con- 
antly employed in humanizing his paſſions and refining 
his pleaſures. She has ſhewed him by her own example, 
that virtue is conſiſtent with decent freedoms and good- 
humour, or rather, that it cannot ſubſiſt without them. Her 
good ſenſe readily inſtructed her, that a ſilent example 
and an eaſy unrepining behaviour, will always be more 
perſuaſiye than the ſeverity of lectures and admonitions ; 
and that there is ſo much pride interwoven into the make 
of human nature, that an obſtinate man muſt only take 
the hint from another, and then be left to adviſe and cor · 
rect himſelf, Thus by an artful train of management and 
unſeen perſaaſions, having at firſt brought him not to diſs 
like, and at length to be pleaſed with that which other- 
ways he would not have bore to hear of, ſhe then knew 
how to preſs and ſecure this advantage, by approving it as 
his thought, and ſeconding it as his propoſal. By this 
means ſhe has gained an intereſt in ſome of his leading 
paſſions, and made them acceſſary to his reformation. 
THERE is another particular of Emilia's conduct which 

I cannot forbear mentioning : to ſome perhaps it may at 
firſt ſight appear but a trifling inconſiderable circumſtance; 


but for my part, I think it highly wortby of obſcryation, 
Vor. IV. R 
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and to be recommended to the conſideration of the fair 
ſex, I have often thought wrapping gowns and dirty linen, 
with all that huddled economy of dreſs which paſſes un · 
der the general name of a mob, the bane of conjugal love, 
and one of the readieſt means imaginable to ow the 
affeftion of an huſband, eſpecially a fond one. I have 
heard fome ladies, who have been ſurpriſed by company 
in ſuch a diſhabille, apologize for it after this manner: 
Truly I am aſhamed to be caught in this pickle ; but my 
husband and I were fitting all alone by ourſelves, and 1did 
not expect to ſee ſuch good campany——T his, by the way, 
is a fine compliment to the goodman, which tis ten to 
one but he returns in dogged anſwers and a churliſh be» 
haviour, without knowing what it is that puts him out of 
humour. | 

EMILIA4's obſervation teaches her, that as little in- 
advertencies and neglects caſt a blemiſh upon a great cha- 
rater; ſo the neglect of apparel, even among the moſt 
intimate friends does inſenſibly leſſen their regards to each 
other, by creating a familiarity too low and contemptible. 
She underſtands the importance of thoſe things which the 
generality account triſles; and conſiders every thing as a 
matter of conſequence, that has the leaſt tendency towards 
keeping up or abating the affection of her huſband ; him 
the eſteems as a fit object to employ her ingenuity in 
pleaſing, becauſe he is to be pleaſed for life. 

By the help of theſe, and a thouſand other nameleſs 
arts, which 'tis eaſier for her to practiſe than for another 
to expreſs, by the obſtinacy of * Iu and unpro · 
voked ſubmiſſion, in ſpite of all her afflictions and ill uſage, 
Bromius is become a man of ſenſe and a kind huſband, 
and Emilia a happy wife. | | 

Vr guardian angels, to whoſe care heaven has entruſt 
its dear Emilia, guide' her ſtill forward in the paths 
virtue, defend her from the infolence and wrongs of this 
undiſcerning world; at length when we muſt no mo 
converſe with ſuch purity on earth, lead her gently hence 
* 4 
innocent and unreproveable to a better place, where 
an eaſy tranſition from what ſhe now is, ſhe may ſhi! 
forth an angel of light. | a 
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volet bac ſub luce videri, | 
Fadicis argutum gue non formidat acumen, 
Hos. Ars poet. v. 363. 


—_— 5 me chuſe the cleareſt ligbt, 1's 
And boldly challenge the myſt piercing eye. * 
| RosCOMMON,. 


HAVE ſeen, in the works of a modern philoſopher, 
a map of the ſpots in the ſun, My laſt paper of the 
faults and blemiſhes in Milton's Paradiſe loſt, may be 
conſidered as a piece of the ſame nature, To purſue the 
alluſion: as it is obſerved, that among the bright parts of 
the luminous body abovementioned, there are ſome which 
glow more intenſely, and dart aftronger light than others; 
0 W have already ſhewu Milton s poem 
to be very beautifu 
take notice of ſuch beauties as appear to me more exqui- 
fite than the reſt. Milton has propoſed the ſubject of 
his poem in the following verſes. | 


. Of man's firſt diſobedience, and the fruit 
N Y that forbidden tree, whoſe mortal taſte 
rought death into the world and all our woe, 
With loft of Eden, till one greater man 
Reſtore us, and regain the bliſsful ſeat, 
Sing heavenly _ ! 


Tus lines are perhaps as plain, ſimple and unadorned, 
as any of the whole poem, in which particular the author 
has conformed himſelf to the example of Homer and the 
precept of Horace. ; 

His invocation to a work which turns in a great mea- 
fare upon the creation of the world, is very properly made 
to the muſe who inſpired Maſes in thoſe books from 
whence our author drew his ſubject, and to the Holy Spi- 
rit who is therein repreſented as operating after a particu» 
lar manner in the firlt production of nature. This whole 
exordium riſes vcry happily into noble language and ſen- 
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in general, I ſhall now proceed tq 
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timent, as I think the tranſition to the fable is exquiſitely 
beautiful and natural. 70 
Tus nine days aſtoniſhment, in which the angels lay 
entranced after their dreadful overthrow and fall from 
heaven, before they could recover either the uſe of thought 
or ſpecch, is a noble circumſtance, and very finely ima - 
gined. ' The diviſion of hell into ſeas of fire, and into firm 
ground impregnate with the ſame furious clement, with 
that particular circumſtance of the excluſion of hope from 
ahoſe infernal regions, are inſtances of the ſame great and 
fruitful invention. 
Tu thoughts in the firſt ſpeech and deſcription of 
Satan, who is one of the principal actors in this poem, 
are wonderfully proper to give us a full idea of him. His 
pride, envy and revenge, obſtinacy, deſpair, and impeni- 
rence, are all of them very artfully interwoven. In ſhort, 
his firſt ſpeech is a complication of all thoſe paſhons which 
diſcover themſelves — in ſeveral other of his 
ſpeeches in the poem. The whole part of this great ene- 
my of mankind is filled with ſuch incidents as are very 
apt to raiſe and terrify the reader's imagination. Of this 
nature, in the hook now before us, is his being the firſt 
that awakens out of the general trance, with his poſture 
on the burning lake, his riſing from it, and the deſcrip» 
tion of his ſhictd and ſpear. | 


Thus Satan talking to bis neareſt mate, 

With head up- liſt above the wave, and eyes 

That ſparkling blaz'd, bis other parts beſide 

Prone on the flood, extended long and large, 

Lay floating many a rod 

Forthwith upright he rears from off the pool 

His mighty flature; on each hand the flames 

Driv'n backward, ſlape their pointed ſpires, and, roll d 
In billows, leave & 1 midſt a horrid vale. 

Then with 4 pow9yud wings he ſteers his flight 

Aleft, incumbent on the duſty air 

That felt unuſual weight 
His pond'rous ſhield, 

Ethereal temper, maſſie, large and round, 
Behind him caſt ; ibe broad circumference 
Hung on his ſhoulders like the moon, aubeſe arb 


— 
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N ro optic glaſs the Tuſcan artiſts view f 50 , 
At ev ning. [rom the top of Felole, 
Or in Valderno, 1 deſery new lands, ec. | 
© Rivers, or mountains, on her ſpotted globe. 
His ſpear (te equal which the talleſt pine 


Heu on Norwegian bill tp be the maſh, ©, ” 
ene great ammiral, were but a wand) © 1 
He ualli with, to ſupport uncaſ fleps 5 


Over the burning mar 


To which we may add his call to the fallen angels that 
lay plunged and (tupiticed in the ſea of fire. 1 


He call d fo loud, that all the hollow deep 
_ Of hell refounded. 


Bu r there is no lingle paſſage in the whole poem wor» 
ked up to a greater ſublimity, than that wherciu his per · 
ſon is deſcribed in thoſe celebrated lines. FT 


He, above the reſt 
In 5hape and geſture proudly eminent, 
Stood like a tower, &e. 


His ſentiments are every way anſwerable to his cha» 
racer, and ſvitable to a created being of the moſt exalt- 
ed and moſt depraved nature. Such is that in which he 
takes poſſeſſion of his place of torments, 


Hail horrors! Bail 

Infernal world ! and thou profoundeſt hell 
Receive thy new poſſeſſor, one who brings 

A mind not to be changed by place or time. 


And afterwards; 


Here at leaſt | 
We hall be free: th' Almighty hath not built 
Here fer his envy, «vill not drive us hence: | 
Here we may reign ſecure; and in my choice 
To reign is worth ambition, the? in hell: | 
Better to reign in hell, than ſerve in beav't, 


Am1DsT thoſc impieties which this enraged . ſpirit. ut 
ters in other places of the poem, the author has taken 
care to introduce none that is not big with abſurdity, and 
igcapable of ſhocking a religious reader; his words, as 
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the poet himſelf deſcribes them, bearing only a ſemblance 
of worth, not ſubſtance He is likeways with great art 
deſcribed as owning his adverſary to be almighty, What · 
ever perverſc interpretation he puts on the juſtice, mercy 
and other attributes of the Supreme Being, he frequent- 
ly confeſſes his omnipotence, that being the perfection 
he was forced to allow him, and the only conſideration 
_=_ could ſupport his pride under the ſhame of his de- 
cat, 
No muſt I here omit that beautiful circumſtance of his 
burſting out in tears, upon his ſurvey of thoſe innumer · 


able ſpirits, whom he had inyolyed in the ſame guilt and 
ruin with himſc}f, 


— _—/7e ny prepar'd 

To ſpeak ; whereat their doubled ranks they bend 
From wing to wing, and half incloſe him round 
With all his peers : attention held them mute. 
Thrice he eſſay d, and thrice, in ſpite 4 ſcorn, 
Tears, ſuch as angels weep, burſt fort 


Tus catalogue of evil ſpirits has abundance of learn+- 
iog in it, and a very agreeable turn of poetry, which riſes 
in a great meaſure from its deſcribing the places where 
they were worſhipped, by thoſe beautiful marks of rivers 
ſo frequent among the antient poets. The author had 
doubtleſs in this place Homer's catalogue of ſhips, and 
Virgif's liſt of warriors, in his view. ' he characters of 
Motoch and Belial prepare the reader's mind for their 
reſpective ſpeeches and behaviour in the ſecond and ſixth 
book. The account of Thammuz is ſinely romantic, and 
ſuitable to what we read * ancients of the wor- 
ſhip which was paid to that 1do 


——o Thammuz came next behind 

Whoſe annual wound in Lebanon altur'd 

The Syrian damfels to lament his fate, 

In am'rous ditties all a fummer”s day, 

While fmooth Adonis from his native rock © | 

Ran purple to the ſea, ſuppos'd with blood 4 
(3 x4 ammuz yearly wounded : the love tala 

Vected Zion's daughters with like heat, 
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Whoſe wanton paſſionr in the ſacred porch 
Ezekiel faw, avhen by the viſion led 


Hir eye furvey'd the dark idslatries 
_ Of alienated Judah 


Tur reader will pardon me if I inſert, as a note on this 
beautiful paſſage, the account given us by the late ingeni- 
ous Mr Maundrell of this antient piece of worſhip, and 
probably the firſt occaſion of ſuch a 1 We 
© came to a fair large river doubtleſs the antient river 

Adonis, ſo famous for the idolatrous rites perſormed 
here in lamentation of Adonis. We had the fortune ro 
ſee what may be ſuppoſed to be the occaſion of that opi- 

nion which Lucian relates concerning this river, viz, 

That its ſtream, at certain ſeaſons of the year, eſpeci- 

ally about the fealt of Adonis, is of a bloody colour; 

which the heathens looked upon as proceeding from a 
kind of ſympathy in the river for the death of Adonis, 
who was killed by a wild boar in the mountains, out of 
which this ſtream riſes. Something like this we ſaw ac- 
tually come to paſs; for the water was ſtain'd to a ſur- 
priſing redneſs; and, as we obſerv'd in travelling, had 
Giſcolour'd the ſea a great way into a reddiſh hue, oc- 

caſion d doubtleſs by a ſort of minium, or red-earth, 
waſhed into the river by the violence of the rain, and 
not by — ſtain from Adonis's blood. pn 

Tux paſlage in the catalogue, explaining the manner 
how ſpirits transform themſelves by contraction or en- 
largement of their dimenſions, is introduced with great 
judgment, to make way for ſeveral ſurpriſing accidents in 
the ſequel of the poem. Their follows one, at the ve 
end of the firſt book, which is what the French critics ca 
marvellous, but at the ſame time probable by reaſorvof the 
oo laſt mentioned. As ſoon as the infernal palace is 

niſhed, we are told the multitude and rabble of ſpirits 
immediately, ſhrunk themſelves into a ſmall-compals; that 
there might be room for ſuch a numberleſs aſſembly in 
this capacious hall. But it is che poet's refinement up- 
on this thought which 1 moſt admire; and which is indeed 
very noble in itſelf For he tells us, that notwithſtand- 
ing the vulgar among the tallen ſpirits, contracted their 


forms, thoſe of the ſirſt rank and dignity ſtill preſerved 
their natural dimenſions, * 
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Thus incorporeal ſpirits to ſmalleſt farms | 
Reduc'd their ſhapes immicnſe, and were at large, 
Though without: number, ſtill amidft the hall © 
Of that infernal court. But far within, 

And in their own. dimenſions like themſelves,. 

The great ſerapbic lords. and cherubim, 

In cloſe receſs and ſecret conclave ſat, 

A thouſand demi gods on golden ſeats,. 

Frequent and ful | 


Tus character of Mammon, and the deſcription of the 
Pandemonium, are full of beauties. | 

THERE are ſeveral ſtrokes in the firſt book, wonderful- 
ly poetical, and inſtances of that ſublime genius ſo pecu» 
1 to the author, Such is the deſcription of Azazel's ſta». 
ture, and the infernal ſtandard, which he unfurls; as al : 
fo of that ghaſtly light, by which the fiends appear to one 
another in their place of torments. 


The ſeat of . void of light | 
Save what the glimmering of thoſe livid flames. 
Caſis pale and dreadful ——— 


Tat ſhout of the whole hoſt of fallen angels when 
drawn up in battle- array. | 
— The univerſal hoſt up ſent _. 

A. ſhout-that tore bells concave, and beyond: 
Frigbted the reign of chaos and old night. 


"Taz review, which the leader makes of his infernal! 
army. | | 
IIe thro the armed files 

Darts bis experienc d eye, and ſoon traverſe. 

Die whole battalion views, their order due, 

- Their uiſages and ſtature as of gods, 

Their number laji he ſums ; and now his hear 
 Diftends with pride, and hard ning in his frength> 


their ſwords. 
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Millions of flaming ſwords, drawn from the thighs 


Tus flaſh of light which appeared upon the drawing of; 
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Of mighty cherubim; the ſudden blaze 
Far round illumin'd hell.. 


The ſudden production of the Pandemonium, 


Anon out of the earth a fabric huge 
Roſe like an exhalation, with the ſound 
Of delcet ſymphonies and voices fweet, 


The artificial illuminations made in it. 

From the arched roof 
Pendent by ſubtle magic, many a row 

Of ſtarry lamps and blazing creſcents, fed 
With naphtha and aſphaltus, yielded light 
As from a ſhy 


THERE are alſo ſeveral noble fimilies and alluſions in 
the firſt book of Paradi/e Let. And here I mult obſerve, 
that when Milton alludes either to things or perſons, he 
never quits his ſimile till it riſes to ſome very great idea, 
which is often foreign to the occaſion that gave birth to 
it. The reſemblance does not, perhaps, laſt above a line 
or two, but the poet runs on with the hint till he has raiſ- 
ed out of it ſome glorious image or ſentiment, proper to in- 
flame the mind of the reader, and to pive it that ſublime 
kind of entertainment which is ſuitable to the nature of 
an heroic poem. Thoſe, who are acquainted with Ho- 
mer's and Virgil's way of writing, cannot but be pleaſed 
with this kind of ſtructure in Milton's ſimilitudes. I am 
the more particular on this head, becauſe ignorant readers, 
who have formed their taſte upon the quaint ſimiles and 
little turns of wit, which are ſo much in vogue among 
modern poets, cannot reliſh thoſe beauties which are of 
a much higher nature, and are therefore apt to cenſure 
Milton's compariſons in which they do not ſee any ſur- 
priſing points of likeneſs. Monſieur Perrault was a man 
of this vitiated reliſh, and for that very reaſon has en- 
deavoured to turn into :idicule ſeveral of Homer's fimili- 
tudes, which he calls comparaiſons d longue quelle, long- 
tail d compariſons. I ſhall conclude this paper on the firſt 
book of Milton with the anſwer which Monſieur Boileau 
makes to Perrault on this occaſion ; * Compariſons, ſays 


he, in odes and epic poems, are not introduced only to 


— . 
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* illuſtrate and embelliſh the diſcourſe, but to amuſe and 
relax the mind of the reader, by frequently diſenga- 
ing him from too painful attention to the principal ſub- 
ect, and by leading him into other agreeable images. 
Homer, ſays he, excelled in this particular, whoſe com- 
* pariſons abound with ſuch images of nature as are pro- 
per to relieve and diverſify his ſubjects. He continu- 
* ally inſtructs the reader, and makes him take notice, 
even in objects which are every day before our eyes, of 
* ſuch circumſtances as we ſhould not otherways have ob- 
© ſerved.” To this he adds, as a maxim univerſally ac- 
knowledged, * That it is not neceſſary in poetry for the 
points of the compariſon to correſpond with one ano- 
ther exactly, but that a general reſemblance is ſuffici- 
* ent, and that too much nicety in this particalar ſayours 
of the rhetorician and epigrammatiſt. 

In ſhort, if we look into the conduct of Homer, Virgil, 
and Miltan, as the great fable is the foul of cach poem, 
ſo, to gire their works an agreeable variety, their epiſodes 
are ſo many ſhort fables, and their fimiles ſo many ſhort 
epiſodes; to which you may add, if you pleaſe, that their 
metaphors are ſo many ſhort ſimiles. If the reader conſi- 
ders the compariſons in the firſt book of Milton, of the 
ſun in an eclipſe, of the ſleeping Leviathan, of the bees 
ſwarming about their hive, of the fairy dance, in the view 
herein I have here placed them, he will eaſily diſcover. 
the great beauties that are in each of theſe paſſages. IL. 
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Valnus alit venis et caco carpitur igni. 
ViRG. En. 4. v. 3. 
A latent fire preys on bis fev'riſh veins, 


J circumſtances of my correſpondent, whoſe letter 
| I now iaſert, are fo frequent, that I cannot want com - 
paſhon ſo much as to forbear laying it before the town, 
There is ſomething ſo mean afid inhumane in adirect S- 
eld bargain for children, thatif this lover carries his point, 
and obſerves the rules he pretends to follow, I do not on» 


ly wiſh him ſacccſs, but allo that it may animate others to 
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follow his example. 1 know not one motive relating to 

this life which would produce ſo many honourable and 

worthy actions, as the hopes of obtaining a woman of 

merit : there would ren thouſand ways of op and 
l 


honeſt ambition be purſued by young men, who believed 
that the perſons admired had value enough for their paſſion 
to attend the event of their good fortune in all their ap- 
plicarions, in order to make their eircumſtances fall in 
with the duties they owe to themſelves, their families and 
their country All theſe relations a man ſhould think of 
who intends to go into the ſtate of marriage, and expects 
to make it a ſtate of pleaſure and fai ion. | 
M. SrECTATOR, | 
Hax for ſome years indulged a paſſion for a young 
T lady of age and quality ſuitable to my own, but very 
much ſuperior in fortune. It is the faſhion with parents 
* (haw juſtly 1 leave you to judge) to make all regards 
give way to the article of wealth. From this one conſi- 
© deratian it is that I have concealed the ardent love I have 
for her; but I am beholden to the force of my love for ma- 
ny advantages which I reaped from it towards the better 
conduct of my life, A certain complacency to all the 
world, a ſtrong deſire to oblige wherever it lay in my 
power, and a circumſpet behaviour in all my words and 
actions, have rendered me more particularly acceptable 
to all my friends and acquaintance. Love has had the 
* ſame good effect upon my fortune; and | have increaſed 
* in riches in proportion to my adyancement in thoſe arts 
* which make a man agreeable and amiable. There is a 
* certain ſympathy which will tell my miſtreſs from theſe 
* circumſtances, that it is I who wrote this for her reading, 
© if you will pleaſe to inſert it There is not a downright 
* enmity, but a great coldneſs between our parents: ſa 
* that if either of us declared any kind ſentiments for cach 
© other, her friends would be very backward to lay an 
« 
. 
0 
c 
e 
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obligation upon our family, and mine to receive it from 
hers. Under theſe delicate circumſtances it is no eaſy 
matter to act with ſafety, I have no reaſon to fancy mx 

-miſtreſs has any regard for me, but from averydiſintereſted 
value which I have for her, If from any hint in any fu : 


-ture paper of yours ſhe gives me the leaſt encouragement; 
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© | doubt not but I ſhall ſurmount all other difficulties ; and 
*.infpired by ſo noble a motive for the care of my fortute, 
© as the belief ſhe is to be concerned in it, I will not de - 
© ſpair of receiving her one day from her father's own 


© hand. | 
Tam, SIX, 


Tour moſt obedient humble Servant, 
CLYTANDER, 


To his Worſhip the SPECTATOR, - 


The humble Petition of AxTHony TitLE-PaAGE, Sta- 
tioner in the centre of Lincoln's-1nn-Fields, 


Shenveth, 
. AT your N and his fore · fathers have been 
ſellers of books for time immemorial; that your 
petitioner's anceſtor, Crouch-back Title-Page, was the firſt 
of that vocation in Britain ; who keeping his ſtation (in 


fair re at the corner of Lothbury, was by way of 


eminency called the Stationer, a name which from him 
all ſucceeding bookſellers have affected to bear: that the 
ſtation of your petitioner and his father has been in the 
Mo of his preſent ſettlement ever ſince that ſquare has 

en built: that your petitioner has formerly had the ho- 
nour of your worſhip's cuſtom, and hopes you never had 
reaſon to complain of your penny- worths ; that parricularly 
he ſold you your firſt L/ s grammar, and at the ſame time 
a Wit's Commonwealth almoſt as good as new: moreover, 
that your firſt rudimental eſſays in ſpeRatorſhip were made 
in your petitioner's ſhop, where you often pradtis'd, for 
hours together, ſometimes on his books vpon the rails, 
ſometimes on the little hieroglyphics cither gilt, filvered, 


or plain, which the Egyptian woman, on the other fide of 


the ſhop, had wrought in ginger-bread and ſometimes on 
the Enpli/h vouth, who in ſundry places there were exer- 
ciling themſelves in the traditional ſports of the field. 
From theſe confiderations it is that your petitioner is 
encouraged to apply himſelf to you, and to proceed humbly 
to acquaint your worſhip, that he has certain intelligence 
that you receive great numbers of defamatory letters de- 
Ggned by their authors to be publiſhed, which you throw 


T 
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Aſide and totally neglect: your petitioner therefore prays» 
"that you will plc to beſtow on him thoſe refule letters, 
and he hopes by printing them to get a more plentiſul pro- 
viſion for his family; or at the worſt, he may be allowed 
to ſell them by the pound weight to his good cuſtomers 


the paſtry-cooks of London and Weſtminſter. 
And your petitioner ſhall ever pray, &c. 


Tothe SPECTATOR. 


The humble petition of Bartholomew-Ladylove, of Rounds 
Court in the pariſh of St Martin's in the Fields, in be · 
half of himſelf and neighbours, 


Sheweth, 
Ai your petitioners have with great indaſtry;and 
application arrived at the molt exact art of invitati- 
on or entreaty : that by a beſceching air and perſuah 
addreſs, they have for many years laſt paſt peaceably 
.drawn in every tenth paſſenger, whether they intended 
or not to call at their ſhops, to come in and buy; and from 
that ſoftneſs of behaviour, have arrived among tradeſmen 
at the gentle appellation of the fawners. 
Tur there have of late ſet-up amongſt us certaia per- 
ſons ol Monmouth: ſtreet and Long-Lane, who by the 
- ſtrength of their arms, and loudneſs of their throats, draw 
off the regard of all paſſengers from your ſaid petitioners; 
from which violence they are diſtinguiſhed by the name 
of the worriers. b 
THAT while your petitioners ſtand ready to receive 
. paſſengers with a ſubmiſſive bow, and repeat with a gentle 
voice, Ladies, what do you ant! pray look in here; the 
worriers reach out their hands at piſtol · ſnot, and ſcize the 
cuſlomers at arms length. . 
Tua while the fawners ſtrain and relax the muſcles 
of their faces in making diſtinction between a ſpinſter in. a 
coloured ſcarf and an hand maid in a ſtraw - hat, the wor- 
riers uſe. the ſame roughneſs to both, and prevail upon the 
,calineſs of the paſlangers, to the impoveriſhment of your 
Petitioners. 


Lovs petitioners therefore moſt humbly pray, that the 
y not be permitted to inhabit the politer parts 
8 


otriors 
VoL IV, 


— 
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of the town; and that Round. Court may remain a rec 
tacle for buyers of a more foft education. * 


And your petitioners, & k 

THE petition of the New - Exchange, concerning the 
arts of buying and ſelling, and particularly valuing [goods 
by the complexion of the ſeller, will be conſidered on an- 
other occaſion, F ps 
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Non tali auxilio, nec dęſenſoribus i}tis 
Tempus eget —— VI EG. En. 2. v. 521. 


Theſe times want other aids, DRYDEN. 


| Tx late news - papers being full of the project now 

on foot in the court of France, for eſtabliſhing a 
political academy, and I myſelf having received letters 
from ſeveral virtuoſos among my foreign correſpondents, 
which give ſome light into that affair, I intend to make it 
the ſubject of this day's ſpeculation, A general account 
of this project may be met with in the Daily Courant of 
laſt Friday, in the following words, tranſlated from the 
gazette of Amſterdam. 


Paris, February 12. Tis confirmed that the king has 

* reſolved to eſtabliſh a new academy for politics, of which 

* the Marquis de Torcy, miniſter and ſecretary of ſlate, is 

to be protector. Six academicians are to be choſen, en- 
* dowed with proper talents, tor beginning to form this 

academy, into which no perſon is to be admitted under 

* twenty five years of age: they muſt likeways have each 

© aneſtate of two — livres a year, either in poſſeſſi · 

on, or to come to them by inheritance, The king will 
allow to each a penſion of a thouſand livres. They are 
© likeways to have able maſters to teach them the neceſ- 
© ſary ſciences, and to inſtruct them in all the treaties of 
© peace, alliance, and others, which have been made in 

> Fereral ages paſt. Theſe members are to meet twice a 


© week at the Louvre. From this ſeminary are to be cho» 
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ſen ſecretaries to embaſhes, who by degrees may ad- 
t yance to higher employmetits, 


"*CarmixnAL Richlieu's politics made France the terror 
of Europe. The ſtateſmen who have appeared in that na- 
tion of late years, have on the contrary rendered it either 
the pity. or contempt of its neighbours. The cardinal: 
Wo erected that famous academy which has carried all the parts 
of polite learning to the greateſt height. His chief deſign 
in that inſtitution was to divert the men of genius from. 
meddling with politics, a province in which, he did not 
care to have any one elle interfere with him. On the 
contrary, the Marquis de Torq ſeems reſolved to make 
ſeveral young men in France as wile as himſelf, and is 
therefore taken up at preſent in eſtabliſhing a. nurſery of 
ay ſtateſmen, 

Some private letters add, that there will alſo be ere» 


wW ed a ſeminary of petticoat politicians, who are to be brought 
a up at the feet of Madam de Maintenon, and to be diſ- 
8 ched into foreign courts upon any emergencies of ſtate; 

I, t as the news of this laſt project has not been yet con- 
it firmed, I ſnall take no farther notice of it. 

t SEVERAL of my readers may doubtleſs remember, that 
f upon the concluſion. of tne laſt war, which had been car · 

c ried on ſo ſucceſsfully by the enemy, their generals were 


many of them transformed into ambaſſadors; but the con · 


duct of thoſe who have commanded in the preſent war, 


has, it ſeems, brought ſo little honour and advantage to 
their great monarch, that he is reſolved to truſt his affairs 
no longer in the hands of theſe military gentlemen. 

Tux regulations of this new academy very much deſerve. 
our attention. The ſtudents are to have in poſſeſſion, or. 
reverſion, an eſtate of to thouſand French livres per an- 
num, which, as the preſent exchange runs, will amount 

to at leaſt one hundred and twenty ſix pounds Eng liſh. 
This, with the royal allowance of a thouſand livres, will 
able them to ſind themſelves in coffee and ſnuff; not to 
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me like neceſſarics for politicians, 

Aua mult be at Icaſt five and twenty before he can 

initiated into the myſteries of this academy, tho there 

$20 queſtion, but many grave perſons of a much more ad- 
8 2 a 


ention news 3, pens and ink, wax and wafers, with 
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vanced age, who have been conſtant readers of the Pa- 
rir gazette, will be glad to begin the world anew, and 
enter themſelves upon this liſt of politicians. 

Tu ſociety of theſe hopeful young gentlemen is to be 
under the direction of fix profeſſors, who, it ſeems, are to 
be ſpeculative ſtateſmen, and drawn out of the body of the 
royal academy. Theſe fix wiſe maſters, according to my 
private letters, are to have the following parts alloted them. 

Tus firſt is to inſtruct the ſtudents in State Ledgerde- 
main, as how to take off the impreſhon of a ſea}, to ſplit 
a wafer, to open a letter, to fold it up again, with other 
the like ingemous feats of dexterity and art, When the 
ſtudents have accompliſhed themſelves in this part of their 
profeſſion, they are to be delivered into the hands of their 
ſecond inſtructor, who is a kind of Poſture-maſter. 

Tuis artiſt is to teach them how to nod judiciouſly, to 
ſhrug up their ſhoulders in a dubious caſe, to connive with 
either eye, and in a word, the whole practice of Politz- 
cal Grimace. 

THe third is a ſort of Language- Maſter, who is to ir · 
ſtruct them in the ſtile vir the a miniſter in his ordinary 
diſcourſe. And to the end that this college of ſtateſmen 
may be —_— practiſed in the political ſtile, they are 
to make uſe of it in their common converſations, before 
they are employed either in foreign or domeſtic affairs. If 
one of them aſks another, what o'clock it is? the other is 
to anſwer him indirectly, and, if poſſible, to turn off the 
queſtion. If he is defired to change a Louis dor, he muſt 
beg time to conſider of it. If it be inquired of him, whe- 
ther the king is at Verſailles or Marly, he muſt anſwer in 
a whiſper. If he be afked the news of the late Gazette, 
or the ſubject of a proclamation, he is to reply, that he 
has not yet read it; or if he does not care for explaining 
himſelf ſo far, he needs only draw his brow up in wrinkles, 
or elevate the left ſhoulder, 

Tax fourth profeſſor is to teach the whole art of poli- 
tical charaRers and hieroglyphics; and to the end that 
they may be perfect alſo in this practice, they are not to 
ſend a note to one another (tho' it be but to borrow a 
Tacitus or a Machiavel which is not written im cypher. 

Turin fifth profeſſor, it is thought, will be choſen out 
of the ſociety of Jeſuits, and is to be well read in the con 
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troverſies of probable doctrines, mental reſervation, and 
the rights of princes. This learned man is to inſtruct 
them in the grammar, ſyntax, and conſtruing part of Tyca- 

Latin; how to diſtinguiſi between the ſpirit and the 

ter, and like ways demonſtrate. how the ſame form of 
words may lay an obligation upon any prince in Europe, 
different from that uchich it lays» upon his molt Chriſtian 
Majeſty. He is likeways to teach them the art of finding 


flaws, loop holes, and-evaſions, in the moſt ſolemn com- 


pacts, and particularly a great Rabbinigal Secret, revived 
of late. yeats by the fraternity of Jeſuits, namely, that 
contradictory interpretations of the ſame article may both 
of them be true aud valid. 

Wu our ſtateſmen. are ſufficiently improved by theſe 
ſeveral inſtructors, they are to receive their laſt poliſhing 
from one who is to act among them as Maſter of the Cere- 
monies, This gentleman is to give. them lectures upon the 
important points of the E/bow-Chair, and the Stair» Head; 
to inſtruct them in the different ſituations of the right-hand, 
and to furniſi them with bows and inclinations. of all ſizes, 
meaſures and proportions. In ſhort, this profeſſor is to give 
the ſociety their St;fening, and infuſe into their manners 
that beautiful political ſtarch, which may qualify them for 
levees, conferences, viſits, and make them ſhine in what 
vulgar minds are apt to look upon as trifles; ” » 

I HAVE. not yet heard any further particulars, which 
are to be obſerved in this ſociety of unfledg'd ſtateſmen ; 
but I muſt confeſs, had Ia ſon of five and twenty, that 
ſhould take it into his head at that age to ſet up for a po- 
litician, I think I ſhould go near to diſinherit him fon a 
blockhead. Beſides, I ſhould be apprehenſive leſt the ſame 
arts which are to enable him to negotiate between p: 
tentates might a little infe& his ordinary behaviour 
tween. man and man. There is no queſtion but theſe 
young Machiavels will, in a little time, turn their college 
upſide · down with plots and ſtratagems, and lay as many 
ſchemes to circumvent one another in a frog or a ſalad, 
as: they. may hereafter pat in practice to over reach a 
neighbouring prince or ſtate. a ant 

WI are told, that the Spartans, tho they puniſhed theft 
in their young men when it was diſcovered, looked upon 
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was clean and unſuſpected, a youth might afterwards boaſt 
of it. This, ſays the hiſtorians, was to keep them ſharp, 
and to hinder thera from being impoſed upon, either in 
their public or private negotiations. Whether any ſuch 
relaxations of morality, ſuch little zeux d eſprit, ought: 
not to be allowed in this intended ſeminary of politicians, 
1 ſhall leave to the wiſdom of their founder. 

Iv the mean time we have fair warning given us by this 
doughty body of ſtateſmen + and as S — many Mau- 
rius's in Cæſar, fo I think we may diſcover many Torcy'n 
in this college of Academicians, Whatever we think of 
ourſelves, I am afraid neither our Smyrna nor St James's. 
will be a match for it. Our coffee-houſes are indeed very 

od inſtitutions, but whether or no theſe our British 

hools of politics may furniſſi out as able envoys and ſe- 
eretaries as an academy that is ſet a part for that purpoſe, 
will deſerve our ſerious conſideration, eſpecially if we re- 
member that our country is more famous ſor producing 
men of integrity than ſtateſmen; and that on the oontrary, 
French truth and British policy make a conſpicuous ſigure 
in NoTHING, as the earl of Roche/ler has very well ob- 
ſerved in his admirable poem upon that barren ſubject. L. 


Ne 306. Wedneſday, FEBRUARY 20. 


— Nu forma, ut ſe tibi ſemper: 
luputet . Jo v. Sat. 6. v. 177. 


What beauty, or what chaſtity can bear 
s great a price, if ſtately and ſevere 
- She flill inſults? DR&RVDENe. 


- Mr. SxECTATOR, | 

. 1 WRITE this to communicate to you a-misfortune- 
Which, frequently happens, and therefore deſerves a. 
« conſolatory Gideon e on the ſubject. I was within this 
half year in the poſſeſſion of as much beauty and as many 
lovers as any young lady in England. But my admirers: 
gave left me, and 1 cannot complain of their behaviour, 
© have within that time had the ſmall-pox ; and this face 
* which (according to many amorous epiſtles which L have 
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© by me) was the ſeat of all that is beautiful in woman, is 
no disfigured with ſcars, It goes to the very ſoul of. 
© me to ſpeak what I really think of my face; and tho? L 
think I did not over-rate my beauty while I had it, it 
has extremely advanced in its value wah» me now it is 
* loſt. There is one circumſtance which makes my caſe: 
very particular; the uglieſt fellow that ever pretended 
to me, was and is molt in my favour, and he treats me 
| at preſent the molt unreaſonably. If you could make 
| him return an obligation which he owes me, in · liking 
© a perſon that is not amiable; but there is, I-fear, no: 
| 9 2 of making paſhon move by the rules of rea- 
* fon and gratitude. But ſay what you can to one wo 
© has ſurvived herſelf, and knows not. how to act in a 
new being. My lovers are at the feet of my rivals, 
my rivals are every day bewailing me, and I cannot en- 
joy what I am, by reaſon. of the: diſtracting reſlexion 
© upon what I was. Conſider the woman I was did not 
*die of old age, but L was taken off in the prime of my 
vouth, and according to the courſe of nature may have 
* forty years after - life to come. I have nothing of my 

„ ſelf left, which I like, but that 

1 an, S 1 R,. 
Your moſt humble Servant; 

PARTH EISA, 


Wuen Lewis of France had loſt the battle of Ramilies,. 
the addreſſes to him at that time were full of his fortitude, 
and they turned his misfortune to his glory; in that, dur- 
ing his proſperity, he could never have manifeſted his he- 
role conſtancy under diſtreſſes, and ſo the world had loſt 
the moſt eminent part of his character. Paribeniſſa s con · 
dition gives her the ſame opportunity: and to reſigu con- 
queſts is a taſk. as difficult in a beauty as. an hero. In the 
very entrance upon this work ſhe mult burn all her love 
letters; or ſince ſhe is ſo candid as not to call her lovers 
who follow her no longer unfaithful, it would be a very 
goad beginning of. a new life from that of a. beauty, to 

d them back. to thoſe who writ them, with, this ho- 
neſt inſcription, Articles , a; marriage · treaty broken off 
by the fmall-pox. I have known but one inſtance where 
A matter of this kind went on after a like misfortune, 
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where the lady, who was a woman of ſpirit, writ this bil: 
let to her lover. | wy 


SI X, | 
„If you flattered me before I had this terrible malady,. 
E pray come and fee me now: but if you ſincerely; 
nked me, ſtay away; for I am not the ſame 

CoRIN XA. 


Tur lover thought there was ſomething ſo ſprighily. 
is her behaviour, that he anſwered; 


MA DAM, 
„T. AM not obliged, ſince you are not the ſame woman, 
0 1 to let you know whether 1 flattered you or not; 
but I aſſure you, I do not, when I tell you I now like 
you above all your ſex, and hope you will bear whats 
may befal me, when we are both one, as well as you do 
„hat happens to yourſelf now you are ſingle; therefore 
am ready to take ſuch a ſpirit for my companion as 
ſoon as you pleaſe AMIECAR, 


Ir Partbeniſſa can now poſſeſs herown mind, and think 
as little of her beauty as ſhe ought to have done when ſne 
had it, there will be no gicat diminution of her charms; 
and if ſhe was formerly affected too much with them, an 
caſy behaviour will more than make up for the loſs of them. 
Take the whole ſex-together, and you find thoſe who haves 
the ſtrongeſt poſſeſſion of men's hearts are not eminent for 
their beauty: you ſee it often happen that thoſe who en- 
gage men to the greateſt violence, are ſach as thoſe who are: 
ſtrangers to them would take to be remarkably defective for 
that end. The fondeſt lover 1 know, ſaid to me one day in a 
crowd of women at an entertainment of mulic, You have 
often heard me talk of my beloved: that woman there, 
continued he, ſmiling when he had fixed my eye, is her 
very picture. The lady he ſhe wed me was by much the leaſt 
remarkable for beauty of any in the whole afſembly;z but 
having my curioſity extremely raiſed, 1 could not keep 
my eyes off her. Her eyes at laſt met mine, and with a 
ſadden ſurpriſe ſhe looked around her to ſee who near her 
- was remarkably handſom that I was gazing at. This little 
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act explain d the ſecret: ſhe did not underſtand herſelf for. 
the object. of love, and therefore ſhe was ſo. The lover 
is a very honeſt plain man; and what charmed him was a 
— . that goes along with him in the cares and joys of 
ife, not taken up with herſelf, but ſincerely attentive with 
a ready and chearful mind, to accompany him in either. 
I can tell Partheniſa for her comfort, that the beau- 
ties, generally ſpeaking, are the moſt impertinent and dif- 
agrecable of women, An apparent deſire of admiration, 
a reflexion upon their own merit, and a preciſe behaviour 
in their general conduct, are almoſt inſeparable accidents 
in beauty. All you obtain of them is granted to im- 
portunity and 2 for what did not deſerve ſo 
much of your time, and you recover from the poſſeſſion 
of it, as out of a dream. | 
* . You are aſhamed of the vagaries of fancy which ſo 
— miſled you, and your admiration of a beauty, 
merely as ſuch, is inconſiſtent with a tolerable reflexion 
upon yourſelf : the chearful good humour d creatures, 
into whoſe heads it never entered that they could make 
any man unhappy, are the perſons formed for making men 
happy. There's Miſs Liddy can dance a jig, raiſe paſte, 
write a good hand, keep an accompt, give a reaſonable 
anſwer, and do as ſhe is bid; while her elder ſiſter a- 
ws _—_— is — of 2 by the ſpleen, _ 
reports of people of higher quality new ways of being 
an and Aſpleaſed, And this happens for no reaſon 
in the world, but that poor Liddy knows ſhe has no ſuch 
thing as a certain negligence that is fo becoming, that 
there is not I know not what in her air : and that if ſhe 
talks like a fool, there is no one will ſay, well! I know 
not what it is, but every thing goes when ſhe ſpeaks it. 
Asx any of the huſbands of your great beauties, and 
they'll tell you, that they hate their wives nine hours of 
every day they paſs together. There is ſuch a particulari- 
ty for ever affected by them, that they are encumbred with 
their charms in all they ſay or do. They pray at public 
devotions as they are beautics. They converſe on ordi - 
nary occaſions as they are beauties. Aſl Belinda what it 
is o'clock, and ſhe is at a ſtand whether ſo great a beauty 
ſhould anſwer you. In a word, I think, inſtead of offer» 
ing to adminiſter conſolatiou to Partheniſa, I ſhould con- 
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gratulate her metamorphoſis; and however ſhe thinks ſhe 
was not in the leaſt inſolent in the proſperity of her charms, 
ſhe was enough ſo to find ſhe may make herſelf a much more 


agreeable creature in herpreſentadverſty The endeavour 


to pleaſe is highly promoted by a conſciouſneſs that the 
approbation of the perſon you would be agreeable to is a 
favour you do not deſerve; for in this caſe aſſurance of 
ſucceſs is the molt certain way to diſappointment. Good- 
nature will always ſupply the abſence of beauty, but beau- 
ty cannot long ſupply the abſence of good nature. 


: P 8. 

: Madam, F. ebruary 18. 
T Haye-yours of this day, wherein you twice bid me 
not diſoblige you, but you mult explain yourſelf 
further before I Kno. What to do. 

Tour mſi obedient Servant, 


+. 


TP The SPECTATOR. 
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A erſate diu, quid ferre recuſent, 
Duid valeant humeri Hor. Ars poet. v. 39. 


_Often«try.awhat. weight you can ſupport, | 
And what your ſhoulders are too weak to bear. 
| Roscoumox. 


Py 
1 AM ſo. well pleaſed with the following letter, that lam 
in hopes it will not be a diſagrecable preſent to the 


public, 


SIL. | 


Nuoc Þbelicve none of your readers more: ad- 


1 mire your agreeable manner of working up trifſes 


than myſelf, yet as your ſpeculations ate now ſwelling 
into volumes, and will in all probability paſs doun to 


«future ages, methinks I would have no ſingle ſdbject in | 


them, wherein the general good of mankind is concern'd,. 
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I nave'a long time expected with great impatience 
that you would enlarge upon the ordinary miſtakes 
which are committed in the education of our childten. 
I the: more caſily flattered myſelf that you would one 
time or other reſume this conſideration, becauſe you 
tell us that your 168th paper was only compoſed of a 
few broken hints; but, finding myſelf hitherto diſap- 
pointed, I have ventur'd to fend you my own thoughts 
on this ſubject. | 0 
* I REMEMBER Pertcles, in his famous ora tion at the 
funeral of thoſe Athenian young men who periſhed in 
the Samian expedition, has a thought very much cele- 
brated by ſeveral antient critics, namely, That the lofs 
which the commonwealth ſuffer'd by the deſtruction of 
its youth, was like the loſs which the year would ſuffer 
by the deſtruction of the ſpring. The prejudice which 
the public ſuſtains from a wrong education of children, 
is an evil of the ſame nature, as it in a manner ſtarves 
poſterity, and de frauds our country of thoſe perſons who, 
with due care, might make an emineat figure in their 
reſpective poſts of life. 

© I-rave ſeen a book, written by Juan Huartts a 
Spaniſh phyſician, intituled Examen de ingeniis(where-\ 
in he lays it down as one of his firſt poſitions, that no- 
thing but nature can qualiſy a man for learning; and 
that without a proper temperament for the particular 
art or ſcience which he ſtudies, his utmoſt pains and 
application, aſſiſted by the ableſt maſters, will be to 
no purpoſe. 

* Hz illuſtrates this by the example of Tully's ſon 
Marcus. 
*CICERO, in order to accompliſſi his fon in that 
ſort of learning which he deſigned for him, ſent him 
to 4thens, the moſt celebrated academy at that time in 4 
the world, and where a vaſt concourſe, out of the moſt 1 
polite nations, could not but furniſh the young gentle- U 
man with a multitude of great examples, and accidents 
that might inſenſibly have inſtructed him in his deſigned j 


% 
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ſtudies: he placed him under the care of Cratippus,who 
was one of the greateſt philoſophers of the age, and, as 
ik all the books which were at that time written had not 7 
been ſufficient for his uſe, he compoſed others on purpoſe k 
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for him : notwithſtanding all this, hiſtory informs us, 
* that Marcus proved a mere blockhead, and that nature, 
(ho it ſeems was even with the ſon for her prodigality 
to the father,) rendered him incapable of improving by 
© all the rules of eloquence, the precepts of philoſophy, 
© his own endeavyours, and the moſt war ot converſation 
* in Athens, This author therefore propoſes, that there 
© ſhould be certain tryers or examiners appointed by the 
© ſtate to inſpect the genius of every particular boy; and 
* to allot him the part that is molt ſuitable to his natural 
© talents, 

*PLATO in one of his dialogues tells us, that So- 
* crates, who was the fon of a midwife, uſed to ſay, that 
© as his mother, tho” ſhe was very ſkilful-in her profeſſion, 
could not deliver a woman, unleſs the was brit with 
child, fo ncither could he himſelf raiſe knowledge out 
of a mind, where nature had not planted it. 

* ACCORDINGLY the method this philoſopher took, 
of inſtructing his ſcholars by ſeveral interrogatories'or 
* queſtions, was only helping the birth, and bringing their 
* own thoughts to light. | | 

Tus Spani/h doctor above-mentioned, as his ſpecu- 
* lations grew more refined, aſſerts, that every kind of wit 
has a particular ſcience correſponding to it, and in which 
© alone it can be truly excellent. As to thoſe geniuſes 
© which may ſeem to have an equal aptitude for ſeveral 
things, he regards them as ſo many unfinithed pieces of 
nature wrought off in haſte. 

* THERE are, indeed, but very few to whom nature has 
been ſo unkind, that they are not capable of ſhining in 
* ſome ſcience or other. There is a certain bias towards 
* knowledge in every mind, which may be ſtrengthned and 
* improved by proper applications. 

* Tax ttory of Clavius is very well known ; he was 
entered in a college of Jeſuits, and after having been 
tried at ſeveral parts of learning, was upon the point of 
* being diſmiſſed as an hopeleſs . till one of the 
* fathers took it into his head to make an eſſay of his parts 
in geometry, which it ſeems hit his genius ſo luckily, that 
he afterwards became one of the greateſt mathemati- 
* cians of the age. It is commonly thought, that the ſaga» 4 
city of theſe fathers, in diſcoyering the talent of ayoung# 
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Ho different from this manner of c tion is that 


clas, employed upon the ſame authors, and enjoined | 
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* ſtudent, has not a little contributed to the figure which, 
their order has made in the world. 


. 
” 


a 
* which prevails in our own country; where nothing is | 
more uſual than to ſee forty or fifty boys of ſeveral ages, 
* rempers asd inclinations, ranged together in the ſame 


* the ſame taſes? Whatever their aatural genius may be, 
* they, are all to be made poets, hiſtorians and orators 
* alike. They are all obliged to have the ſame capacity, 
* to bring in the ſame tale of verſc, and to furniſh out the 
© ſame portion of proſe. Every boy is bound to have as 
* good a memory as the captain of the form. To be | 
* brief, inſtead of zdapring Gudicata.the particular genius | 
* of a youth. —— trom the young man, that he 
mould adapt his genius to his ſtudies. This, I muſt 
* confels, is not ſo much to be imputed to the inſtructor, 
as to the parent, who will never be brought to believe, )1 


that his ſon is not capable of performing as much as his 
* neighbours, and that he may not make him whatever 


Ir che preſeat age is more laudable than thoſe which 
have gone before it in any ſingle particular, it is ta that 
* generous care which ſeveral well-diſpoſcd perfons have 
taken in the education of poor children; and as in 
theſe charity · ſchools there is no place left far the over- 
« weening fondneſs of à parent, the directors of them 

dial to the public, if they con- 
* ſidered the precept which I have beca thus long incul- 
+ cating, They might eably, by well-examining the parts 
of thoſe under their inſpection, make a jult diſtribution 
© of them into proper claſſes and diviſions, and allot to 
them this gr that particular ſtudy, as their genius qua · 
© lifies them for proſeſſions, trades, handicratts, or ſer- 
vice by ſea or land. 

* How is this kind of regulation wanting in the three 
great profeſſions ! 

* Da SOUTH complaining of perſons who took upon 
them holy orders, though altogethet unqualified for the 
* ſacred function, ſays ſomewhere, that many a man runs 
his head againſt a pulpit, who might have done his 
* country excellent ſervice at a plough · tail. 

Vor. Iv. 1 
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© In like manner many a lawier, who makes but an 
indifferent figure at the bar, might have made a very 
elegant waterman, and have fſhined at the Temple ſtairs, 
© tho' he can get no buſineſs in the houſe, 
* 1 Have known a corn-cutter, who with a right edu- 
cation would have been an excellent phyſician. 
© To deſcend lower, are not our ſtreets filled with ſa - 
* pacious draymen, and politicians in liveries ? We have 
* ſeveral taylors of ſix foot high, and meet with many a 
broad pair of ſhoulders that are thrown away upon a 
© barber, when perhaps at the ſame time we ſee a pigmy 
porter reeling under a burden, who might have ma- 
* naged a ncedle with much dexterity, or have ſnapped 
- * his fingers with great eaſe to himſelf, and advantage to 
the public. | | 
Tux Spartans, tho' they acted with the ſpirit which 
l am here ſpeaking of, carried it much farther than what 
I I propoſe: among them it was not ewful for the father 
* himſelf to bring up his children after his own fancy. As 
» '* ſoon as they were ſeven years old they were all liſted in 
. © ſeveral companies, and diſciplined by the public. The 
old men were ſpectators of their performances, who often 
* raiſed quarrels among them, and ſet them at ſtrife with 
one another, that by thoſe early diſcoveries they might 
* ſee how their ſeveral talents lay, and without any regard 
* to their quality, diſpoſe of them accordingly for the ſer- 
vice of the commonwealth. By this means Sparta ſoon 
became the miſtreſs of Greece, and famons through the 
* whole world for her civil and military diſcipline, 
Ir you think this letter deſerves a place among your 
* ſpeculations, I may perhaps trouble you with ſome other 
thoughts on the ſame ſubject. | 
T am, &. 
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Her love, nor bluſh to own her flame. 
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Jam protered 9 85 
Fronte petet Lalage maritum. 
Hor. Od. g. I. 2. v. 15. 


—alage will ſoon proclaim 


| CxRnECH, 
Mr SexctatoOR, | 


GIVE you this trouble in order to propoſe myſelf te 
you as an aſhſtant in the weighty cares which 
have thought fit to undergo for the public good. I am 
a very great lover of women, that is to ſay honeſtly, 


and as it is natural to ſtudy what one likes, I have in- 


duſtriouſly applied myſelf to underſtand them. The 


preſcat circumſtance relating to them, is, that I think 
there wangs under you, as SPECTATOR, a perſon to be 
diſtinguiſhed and veſted in the power and quality of a 
cenſor on marriages. I lodge at the Temple, and know, 
by ſeeing women come hither, and afterwards obſerv- 
ing them conducted by their council to judges cham- 
bers, that there is a cuſtom in caſe of making convey- 
ance of a wife's eſtate, that ſhe is carricd to a judge's 
apartment and left alone with him, to be examined in 
private whether ſhe has not been frightned or ſweet- 
ned by her ſpouſe into the act ſhe is going to do, or 
whether it is of her own free will. Now if this be a 
method fonnded upon reaſon and equity, why ſhould 
there not be alſo a proper officer for examining ſuch as 
are entering into the ſtate of matrimony whether the 
are forced by parents on one ſide, or moved by inter 
only on the other, to come together, and bring forth 
ſuch auk ward heirs as are the product of half love and 
conſtrained compliagces? There is no body, tho? I ſay 
it myſelf, would be fitter for this office than I am: for 
I am an ugly fellow of great wit and ſagacity. My fa- 
ther was an hale country-ſquire, my mother a witty 
beauty of no fortune: the match was made by conſent 
of my mother's parents againſt her own: and I am the 


child of the tape on the wedding - night; ſo that I am as 
* 
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* healthy and as homely * my father, but as ſprighily and 
« aprecable as my mother. it would be of great calc to 
* you if you would uſe me under you, that matches might 
he be better regulated for the future, and we might have no 
more children of ſquabbles. I ſhall not reycal all my 
pretenſions till 1 receive your anſwer; and am, 
S IX. 
Tour maſt humble Servant, 

K Bu" MuLEs PALFREY. 
My Srtcrator, : > ROT 23 » 
TAM one of thoſe unfortunate men within the city- 
I walls, who am married to a woman of qu; r 
her temper is ſomething different from that ide 
* Anvil. My lady's whole time and thoughts are ſpent ia 
* keeping up'to the mode both in apparel and furniture. 
* All the goods in my houſe have been changed three times 
* in ſeven years. I have had ſeven children by her; and 
3 by our marriage articles ſhe was to have her apartment 

new furviſhed as often as ſhe lay in. Nothing in our 
houſe is uſeful but that which is faſhionable; my pewrer 
© holds out generally half a year, my plate a full twelve - 
month; chairs are not fit to fit in that were made two 
* years ſince, nor beds fit for any thing but to ſleep in 
that have ſtood up above that time. My dear is of opi · 
* nion that an old faſhioned grate conſumes coals, but 
gives no heat; if the drinks out of glaſſes of laſt yeat, 
© ſhe cannot diſtinguiſn wine from fall beer, Oh, dear 
Sir, you may gueſs all the reſt. 1 | 

ours. 


P. S. I could even bear all this, if I were not obliged 
* alſo to cat ſaſhionably. I have a plain ſtomach, and have 


24 conſtant loathing of whatever comes to my own table; 


for which reaſon | dine at the chop-hou/e three days in a 
*. week: where'the good company wonders they never 
* ſee you of late. I am fure by your unprejudiced diſ- 
* courſes you love broth better than ſoup. | 


. » MrSprCTATOR, Will's, Feb. 19. 
— 27 may believe you are a perſon as much talked 
1 of as ary man in town, I am one of your belt 
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friends in this houſe, and have laid a wager you are ſo 
* candid a man, and ſo honeſt a fellow, that you will 
print this letter, tho' it is in recommendation of a new 
* paper called The Hiſtorian. 1 have read it carefully, 
and find it written with ſkill, good ſenſe, modeſty, and 
fire, You mult allow the town is kinder to you than 

ou deſerve; and I doubt not but you have ſo much 
[eaſe of the world, change of humour, and inſtability of 
all human things, as to underitand, that the only way 
to preſerye favour, is to communicate it to others with 
good-nature and judgment. You are ſo generally read, 
that what you ſpeak of will be read. This with men 
* of ſenſe and taſte is all that is wanting to recommend 
* The Hiſlorian. R 60d 28 3 
Jam, SIX, 


Tour daily Advocale, 
READER GENTLE, 


' T was very much ſarpriſed this morning, that any one 
mould find out my lodging, and know it ſo well, as & 
eome directly to my cloſet- door, and knock at it, to give 
me the following letter. When I came out I opened it, 
and ſaw by a very ſtrong pair of ſhoes and a warm coat 
the bearer had on, that he walked all the way to bring it 
me, tho' dated from ork, My misfortune is that I can- 
not talk, and I found the meſſenger had ſo much of me, 
that he could think better than ſpeak, He had, I pbſerv- 
ed, à polite diſcerning hid under a ſhrewd rultixity»: he 
delivered the paper with a Torks4ire tone and a town Icer. 


Mr S»tCTATOR, 
HE. privilege you have indulged Jahn Trott has 
roved of very bad conſequence to our illuſtrious 
aſſembly, which, beſides the many excellent maxims it 
is founded upon, is remarkable for the extraordinary de- 
corum always obſerved in it. One inſtance of which is 
that the carders (who are always of the firſt quality} 
never begin to play tall the French dances are ſiniſbed, 
and the country dances begin: but John Trott having 
now got your commiſſion in his pocket, (which every 
one here has a profound reſpect for) has the aſſurance ts 
* (ct. up for a minuet dancer. Not only ſo, but he has 
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* brought: down upon us the whole body of the Trotit, 
* which are very numerous, with their auxiliaries the hob- 
lers and the ſkippers, by which means the time is ſo mueh 
* walted; that unleſs we break all rules of government, it 


* muſt redound to the utter ſubverſion of the brag-iable, 


* the difcreet members of which value time, as Fribble's 
* wife does her pin · money. We are pretty well aſſured 
that your indulgence to Trott was only in relation to 
country · dances; however, we have deferred the iſſuing 
* an order of council the premiſes, hoping to get you 
to join with us, that Troit, nor any of his clan, preſume 
for the future to dance any but country · dances, unleſs a 
horn · pipe upon a feſtival-day. If you will do this you 
* will oblige a great many ladies, and particularly ? 

4 Your moſt humble Servant, 

York, Feb. 16. EL iz. SWEEPSTAKES, 


Ns vg meant any other than that Mr Trost ſhould 
confine himſelf to country-dances. And I further di- 
rect, that he ſhall take out none but his own relations 
according to their nearneſs of blood, but any gentlewo- 
man may take out him. 


Londen, Fib. 21. The SPECTATOR. | 


N® 309. Saturday, FEBRUARY 23, 


Di, quibus imperium eft animarum, umbrague filentes, 
t Char, et YH loca notte flentia 2 e, 
Sit mibi fas audita lequi! fit numine veſiro 
Pandere res alta terra et caligine merſas. | 
a ; ViRkGe 6. v. 246. 


Te realms, yet unrevea'd to human fight, 
Ye gods who rule the regions of the night, 
Te gliding ghoſts, permit me to relate 1 5 
The myſtic wonders of your filent ſtate, DayDRx. 


1 HAVE before obſerved in general, that the perſons 
whom Miiton introduces into his poem always difca» 


1 2 
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ver ſuch ſentiments and behaviour as are in a peculiar man · 
ner conformable to their reſpectise characters. Every 
circumſtance in their ſpeeches and actions is with * 
juſtneſs and delicacy adapted to the perſons who ſpeaic 
and act. As the poct very much execls in this conſiſten - 
cy of his characters, I ſhall beg leave to confider ſeveral 
paſſages of the ſecond book in this light, That ſuperior 
greatneſs and mock-majeſty, which is aſcribed to the 

rince of the fallen angels, is admirably preſerved in the 
2 of this book. His opening and cloſing the de- 
bate; his taking on himſelf that great enterpriſe, at the 


thought of which the whole infernal aſſembly trembled ; 


his encountering the hideous phantom, who guarded the 

ates of hell, and appeared to him in all his terrors, are 
inſtances of that proud and daring mind which could not 
brook ſubmiſhon even to omnipotence. 


Satan was now at hand, and from his ſeat 

The monſter moving onward came as faſt 

With horrid ſtrides, hell trembled as he flirage : 
Th' undaunted fiend what this might be admir'd, 
Admir d, nit ſear d 


Tus ſame boldneſs and intrepidity of behaviour diſco- 
vers itſelf in the ſeveral adventures which he mcets with 
during his paſſage through the regions of unformed mat- 
ter, and particularly in his adde to thoſe tremenduous 
powers who are deſcribed as preſiding over it, | 

Tux part of Moloch is likeways in all its circumſtances 
full of that fire and fury which diſtinguiſh this ſpirit from 
the reſt of the fallen angels. He is deſcribed in the firſt 
book as beſmeared with the blood of human ſacrifices, and 
delighted with the tears of parents and the cries of chil- 
dren, In the ſecond book he is marked out as the fierceſt 
ſpirit that fonght in heaven: and if we conſider the figure 
which he makes in the ſixth book, where the battle of the 
angels is deſcribed, we find it every way anſwerable to the 
ſame furious caraged character. 


—I{here the might of Gabriel fought, _ 
And with fierce enjigns pierc'd the deep array 
Of Moloch, furious king, who him defy'd, 

And at his chariot aubeelt to drag him bound 
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.  Threaten'd, nor {rom the holy one of heav'n- 
. Refrain'd bis tongue blaſphemoys ; but anon 
own cloven to the waſte, with ſhatter'd arms 
And uncouth pain fied bellowing 


Ir may be worth while to obſerve, that Milton has 
repreſented this violent 1 ſpirit, who is hurried 
on by ſuch . paſhons, as the fr that riſes in 
that aſſembly, to give his opinion upon their preſent po- 
ſture of affairs. Accordingly he declares himſelf abrupt · 
ly for war, and appears incenſed at his companions, for 
loßing fo much time as even to deliberate upon it. All his 
ſentiments ate raſh, audacious, and defperate. Such is 
that of arming chemſelves with their tortures, and turn- 
ing their puniſhments upon him who inflicted them. 


— No, let us rather chuſe, 1 fooby 
Arm'd with hell flames and fury, all at once 
Cer beaven's high tow'rs to force re/iſtleſs way, 
Turning our {ortures into herrid arms © 
Apainſt the tort'rer ; when to meet the noiſe 
Of his almighty engine he (hall hear 

nfernal — and for light'ning ſee 
Black fire and horror shot with equal rage 
Among his angels; and his throne ſelf 
Mixt with Tartarean ſulphur, and ſtrange fire, 14 
Hit own invented torment —— 


His preferring annihilation to ſhame. or miſery, is alſo hs. 

highly ſuitable to his character; as the comfort he draws 

from their diſturbing the peace of heaven, that if it be not 

victory is revenge, is a ſentiment truly diabolical, and be - 

eoming the bitterneſs of this implacable ſpirit. 

BELIAL is deſcribed in the firſt book, as the idol of 

| the lewd and luxurious. He is in the ſecond book, pur- 7 
0 ant to that deſeription, characteriſed as timorous and | 
| flothful; and if we look into the ſixth book, we find him 
| celebrated in the battle of angels for nothing but that ſcof- 

fing ſpeech which he makes to Satan, on their ſuppoſed 

advantage over the enemy. As his appearance is uniform, 

and of a piece, in theſe three ſeveral views, we find. his ſen- 

timents in the infernal aſſembly every way conformable.co _. 


| his character. Such are his apprehenſions of a ſecond bhaule, 


— — — 
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his horrors of annihilation, his preferring to be miſcrable 
rather thau 19? #9 be. bnecd not obſerve, that the contraſt 
of thought in this ſpeech, and that which preccdes, gives. 
an agrecable variety to the debate. "44. 7 
M14 MM@N's character is fo fully drawn in the firſt 
book, that the poet adds nothing to it in the ſecond. We 
were before told, that be was the firſt who taught man- 
kind to ranſack the carth for gold and ſilver, and that he 
was the architect of Pandamonium, or the infernal pa · 
lace, where the evil ſpirits were ta meet in council. His 
ſpeech in this book: is every. way ſuitable to fo depraved a 
character. How proper is that reſlexion of their being 
unable to taſte the happineſs of heaven wore they actually 
there, in the mouth of one, who, while he was in heaven, 
is faid to have had his mind dazzled with the outward 
pomps and glorics of the place, and to have been more 
intent on the riches of the pavement, than on the beatifie 
viſion. I ſhall alfo leave the reader to judge how-egrce- 
able the following ſentimemts ire to the ſame character. 


i deep world e. ** 

Of dartneſi do ue dread How oft amid 
Thick cloud and dark doth heav'n'r-all-ruling Sire 
Chuſe ta refids, bis glory unabhſcur d, A 
And with the 22905 of darkneſs round I \ 
Covers his throne ; from whence terp thunders roar 
Maſtering their rage, and leav n reſemb les be!? 
As be our pur i, cannot we his light 

Imutate when oe pings ? Toit defart 6 81 
Wants not ber hidden luſtre, gemi and gold ; 
Nor want we fhill or art from whence to raiſe + 
Magnificence ; and what can beaven ſhew more ? 


BEELZEBUS3, who is reckoned the ſecond in dignity 
that fell, and is, in the ſirſt book, the ſecond that awakens 
out of the trance, and confers with Satan upon the ſitua- 
tion of their affairs, maintains his rank in the book now 
before-us. There is a wonderful majeſty deſcribed in his 
ciſing up to ſpeak. He acts as a kind of moderator between 
the two oppoſite parties, and propoſes a third undertaking, 
which the whole aſſembly gives into. The motion he makes 
of detaching one ot their body in ſearch of a new world, 
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is grounded upon a project deviſed by Satan, and curſorily 
propoſed by him in the following lmes of the firſt book. 


Space may produce new worlds, whereof fo riſe 
T here auent a fame in heav'n, that he ere long 
Intended to create, and therein plant 
A generation, whom bis choice regard 
Should favour equal to the ſons of beav'n ; 
1\Thitber,. if but to pry, ſhall be perhaps 
Our firſt eruption, thither or elſewhere « 
For this-infernal pit ſhall never hold © 
Celestial ſpirits in bondage, nor ib abyſi' + + 
Long under darkneſs cover. But theſe thoughts 
Full counſel muſt mature ;——— 
r is on this project chat Beelzebub grounds his propo · 
lat if we find HS 2353; iu 858 ik 1 
Some cafter enterpriſe? 'There is a place. - 
£4 antient and prophetic ſame in heav'n 

rr not) anether world, the happy feat > - 
Of ſome new race call'd Man, — this time 
To be created like to us, though leſs 
In power and excellence, but favour'd more 
Of him who rules above: fo was his will 
Pronounc d among the gods, and by an oath, | 
That ſhook heav'n's e circumference, confirm'd, 


Tux reader may obſerve how juſt it was not to omit in 
the firſt book the project upon which the whole poem turns; 
as alſo that the prince of the fallen angels was the only 
proper perſon to give it birth, and that the next to him 
in dignity was the fitteſt to ſecond and ſupport it. 

THERE is beſides, I think, ſomething wonder fully beau- 
tiful, and very apt to affect the reader's imagination in this 
antient prophecy or report in heaven, concerning the cre- 
ation of man, Nothing could ſhe more the dignity of the 
ſpecies, than this tradition which ran of them before their 
exiſtence. They are repreſented to have been the talk of 
beaven before they were created. Virgil, in compliment 

to the Roman commonwealth, makes the heroes of it ap- 


pear in their ſtate of pte · exiſtence; but Milton does a far 
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greater honour to mankind in general, as he gives us a 
glimpſe of them even before they are in being. 

Tus riſing of this great aſſembly is deſcribed in a very 
ſublime and poetical manner. 


Their riſing all at once was as the fund 
Of thunder beard renivte | 


Tus diverſions of the fallen angels, with the particular 
account of their place of habitation; are deſcribed with 
great pregnancy of thought, and copiouſneſs of invention. 
The diverſions are every way ſuitable to beings who had 
nothing left them but ſtrength and knowledge miſapplied. 
Such are their contentions at the race, and in feats of arms, 
with their entertainment in the following lines. 


Others with vaſt Typhæan rage more fell 
Rend up both rocks and hills, and ride the air 
In whirlwind, hell ſearce heldt the wild uproar. + 


THE1R mulic is employed in celebrating their oun cri- 
minal exploits, and their diſcourſe in ſoundiog-the unfa- 
thomable depths of fate, free-will, and fore-knowledge. 

Tus ſeveral circumſtances in the deſcription of hell 
are ſmely imagined; as the four rivers: which diſgorge 
themſelves into the ſea of fire, the extremes of cold and 
heat, and the river of oblivion. - The monſtrous animals 
—— in that infernal world are repreſented by a ſingle 

ine, which gives us a more hortid idea of them, than a 
much longer deſcription would have done. 


| Ns em * , 

P vorſe, all monſtrous, all prodigious thing. 
* inutterable, and 81 * s 5 | 
Than fables yet have feign'd, or fear conceiv'd, 
© * Gorgons and Hydras, and Chimeras dire. © © 


Tais epiſode of the fallen ſpirits, and their place of 
habitation, comes ia very happily to unbend the mind of 
cke reader from its attention to the debate. An ordinary 
poet would indeed have ſpun out ſo many circumſtances to 
a preat-lengthy and by that means have weakned, inſtead 
a illuſtrated, the principal fable. Tx Th 142 ' 
| 2m flight-of Satan to the gates of hell is ſinely ima- 
Zed. | by 421 


A 
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; I'Have already declared my opinion of the allegory 
concerning Sin and Death, which is howover a very 
ſiniſned piece in its Kind, when it is not conſidered as a 
part of an epic poem. The genealogy of the ſeveral per · 
ſons is contrived with great delicacy. . Sin is the daughter 
of Satan, and Death the offspring of Sin. The inexſtu - 
ous mixture between Sin and Death produces thoſe mon- 
ers and-hell-hgunds which from time to time enter into 
their mother, and tear the bowels of her who gave them 
birth. Theſe are the terrors of an cvil conſcience; and 
the proper fruits of Sn, which naturally riſe from the 
apprehenſions of Death, This laſt beautiful moral is, 1 
think, clearly intimated in the ſpeech of Sin, where com- 
vlaining of this her dreadful iſſue, the adds, 


Before mine eyes in oppoſition ſits 

Grim Death, my fon and foe, who ſets them on, 

And me bis parent would full ſoon devour © 
For want of other prey, but that be knows 

His end with mine involt'd—— | 


1 xEED not mention to the reader the beautiful cit - 
cumſtance in the laſt part of this quotation. He will like- 
ways obſerve how naturally the three perſons concerned 
in this allegory are tempted by one common intereſt to 
enter into a ee —— and how properly Syn 
is made the portreſs of hell, and the only being that can 
open the gates to that world of tortures, | 

Tux deſcriptive part of this allegory is likeways ve 
ſtrong, and full of ſublime ideas. The figure of death, 
the regal crown upon his head, his menace of Satan, his 
advancing to the combat, the outcry at his birth, are cir- 
cumſtances too noble to be paſt over in filence, and cx» 
tremely ſuitable to this Ling of terrors. I need not men- 
tion the jultneſs of thought which is obſerved in the ge- 
neration of theſe ſeveral ſymbolical perſons ; that Sin 
was produced upon the firſt revolt of Satan, that Death 
appeared ſoon after he was caſt into hell, and that the 
terrors of conſcience were conceived at the gate of this 
place of torments. The deſcription of the 755 is very 
poctical, as the opening of them is full of W 21 
rit, a | 
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— — — On a ſudden open fly 
With impetuous recoil an jarring found 
The infernal dbort, and on their hinges grate 
Har/h thunder, that the loweſt battom ſhook 
Of Erebus, She open'd, but to ſhut 

. ExcelÞd her pow'r': the gates wide open flood, 
That with extended wings a banner'd hoſt 
Under ſpread enſignt marchin might paſs through 
With horſe and chariots rank'd in looſe array: 
So wide they ſtood, and like a furnace mouth 
Caſt forth redounding ſinole and ruddy flame. 


In Satan's voyage through the Chaos there are ſeveral 
_— perſons deſcribed, as reſiding in that immenſe 
waſte of matter. This may perhaps be conformable to the 
taſte of thoſe critics who are pleaſed with nothing in a poet 
which has not life and manners aſcribed to it ; but for my 
own part, 1 am pleaſed moſt with thoſe paſſages in this de- 
ſcription which carry in them a greater meaſure of proba- 
bility, and are ſuch as might polibiy have happened. Of 
this kind is his firſt mounting in the ſmoke that ariſes from 
the infernal pit, his falling into a cloud of nitre, and the 
like combuſtible materials, that by their exploſion (till 
hurried him forward in his voyage; his {prioging upward 
like a pyramid of fire, with his laborious paſſage through 
that confuſion of elements which the poct calls ' 


The womb of nature, and perhaps her grave. 


Taz glimmering light which ſhot into the Chaos from 
the utmoſſ verge of the creation, with the diſtant —_— 
of the earth that hung cloſe by the moon, are wonderful- 
1y beautiful and poetical, | L 


No 310. Monday, FEBRUARY 25, 
Connubio jungam flabili.—— Viec. En. 1. v. 77. 
PI tie i indifoluble marriage-knot 
My SeECTATOR, | 

« I AM a certain young woman that love a certain young 


y man very heartily; and my father and mother were 
Vor. Iv. 
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for it a great while, but now they ſay. 1 can do better, | 
but l think I cannot, They bid me love him, and I can- 
not unlove him. What mult-1 do? ſpeak quickly. 

i 'Biddy DOW-BAKE., 


* 


Dear Stec. Feb. 19. 1712. 
. 1 HAVE loved a lady entirely ſor this year and half, 
4 tho? for a great part of the time (which has contri- 
buted not alittle to my pain) I have been debarted the 
liberty of conveiſing with her. The grounds of our dif- 
* ference' was this; that when we had inquired into each 
* other's circumſtances, we found that at our firſt ſetting * e 
* out into the world, we ſhould owe five hundred pounds 
more than her fortune would pay off. My eſtate is ſev * n 
ven hundred pounds a year, beſides the benefit of tin 
mines. Now, dear SPEC, upon this {tate of the caſc, 
c 
4 
0 


K * 
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and the lady's poſitive declaration that there is ſtill ng +» 

other objefion, I beg you'll not fail to inſert this, wath 

your opinion, as ſoon as poſhble, whether this ought to 

be eſteemed a juſt cauſe or impediment why we ſhouſdd , Þ 
not be joined, and yqu will for ever oblige . jo 
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5 — 


Yours fincerely, | 8 « 
I 


4 N 
Dicx LovE$iCK, 


P. S. Sis, if I marry this lady by the aſſiſtance of 
© your opinion, you may expect a favour for it, * . 


Mr SyECTATOR, 


I HAVE the misfortune to be one of thoſe unhappy + . 
men who are diſtinguiſhed by the name of diſcarded 
lovers; but I am the leſs mortified at my diſgrace, be- 
cauſe the young lady is one of thoſe creatures who ſet 
for negligence of men; arc forſooth the moſt rigid! 
virtuous in the world, and yet their nicety will permit 
them, at the command of parents, to go to bed to the 
moſt utter ſtranger that can be propoſed to them. As to 
* me myſelf, I was introduced by the father of my mi- 
© {treſs; but ſind I owe my being at frit received to a com- 
« pariſoa of my eſtate with that of a former lover, and . 
<<. that 1 am now in like manner turned off to give way 0 


humble ſervant (till richer than 1 am. What makes 


c 
. 
* 
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© this treatment the more extravagant is, that the young 
© lady is in the management of this way of fraud, and obeys 
her father's orders on theſe occaſions without any manner 
of reluctance, but does it with the ſame air that one of 
our men of che world would ſignify the neceſſity of affairs 
or turning another out of office. When I came home 
* laſt night, I found this letter from my miſtreſs. 


EEPR- >! | | 
10 1 HOPE you will not think it is any manner of diſ- 
3 teſpect to your perſon or merit, that the intended 
%s nuptials between us are interrupted. My father ſays; he 
- * has a much better offer for me than you can make, and 
e has ordered me to break off the treaty between us. If 
** it had proceeded, I ſhould have behaved myſelf with all 
* ſuitable regard to you, but as it is, I beg we may be» 
* © ſtrangers for the future, © Adieu. 


8 . 


. * 


Tuts great indifference on this ſubje&, and the mer- 
4,ccnary motives for making alkances, is what 1 think 
yes naturally before you, and I beg of you to give me 

* your thoughts upon it. My anſwer to Lydia was as 
follows, which I hope you will approve; for you are to 

© know the woman's family affect a wonderful eaſe on 

* theſe occaſions, tho' 2 it ſhould be painfully 
received on the man's ſide. 


MADAM, 8 
93 1 HAVE received yours, and knew the prudence of 
« =». your houſe ſo well, that I always took care to be 
« ready to obey your commands, tho' they ſhould be to 
7 2 N more. Pray give my ſeryice to all the good 
7 y. 
* The opera ſubſcrip- Adieu. | 
* tion is full, CLITOPHON, 


LyD1A. 


—  — 


— 


Memorandum. The cenſor of marriage to confider this 
letter, and report the common uſages on Fuck treaties, with 
how many pounds or acres are generally efteemed ſufficient 
reaſon for preferring a new to an old pretender ; with 
U 2 


0 


bir opinion what is proper to be determined in ſuch caſes 
e 


Mr SrxCTATOR, | Pla 
1 is an elderly perſon lately left off buſineſs 

| and ſettled in our town, in order, as he thinks, 
to retire from the world ; but he has brought with him 
ſuch an inclination to tale-bearing, that he diſturbs both 
himſelf and all our neighbourhood. Notwithſtanding 
this frailty the honeſt gentleman is ſo happy as to have 
no enemy : at the ſame time he has not one friend who 
will venture to acquaint him with his weakneſs. It is 
not to be doubted but if this failing were let in a proper 
light, he would quickly perceive the indecency and-evil 
conſequences of it. Now, Sir, this being an infirmity 
which I hope may be corrected, avd knowing that he 
pays much deference to you, I beg that when you are 
at leiſure to give us a ſpeculation on goſſiping, you 
would think of my neighbour : you will hereby oblige 
ſeveral who will'be glad to find a reformation in their 
grey»haired friend. And how becoming will it be for 
him, inſtead of pouring forth words at all adventures, to 
ſet a watch Wee the door of his mouth, to refrain his 
tongue, to check its impetuoſity, and guard agaioſt the 
ſallies of that little, pert, forward, buſy 4 you which, 
under a ſober conduct, might prove a uſeful member of 
a ſociety. In compliance with whoſe intimations, I have 
taken the liberty to make this addreſs to you, 
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Jan, S I X, 
Tour moſt obſcure Servant, 
| PHILANTHROPOS, 
Myr SpxkcTATOR, © | Feb. 16, 1712. 


of Haga is to petition you in behalf of myſelf and 
many more of your gentle readers, that at any 
time when you may have private reaſons _ letting 
us know what you think yourſelf, you would be pleaſed 
to pardon us ſuch letters of your correſpondents as feem 
to be of no uſe but to the printer. | 
lr is further our humble wm, that you would ſab» 
ſtitute advertiſements in the place of ſuch epiſtles; and 
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* that in order hereunto Mr Bucklzy may be authoriſed to 
take up of your zealous friend Mr Charles Lillie, any 
quantity of words he ſhall from time to time have o 
* calion for. 9 1 

Tus many uſeful parts of knowledge which may be 
© communicated to the public this way, will, we hope, be 
a conſideration in fayour of your petitioners. 


And your petitioners, &c. 


Note, Thar particular regard be had to this petition; 
and the papers marked letter R may be carefully examin- 
ed for the tuture. 


No 311. Tueſday, FEBRUARY 26. 


Nec Veneris pharetris macer eſt, aut lampade fervet : 
Inde faces ardent, veniunt d dote ſagittæ. 
Juv. Sat. 6. v. 137. 


He fighs, adores, and courts her ev'ry hour; 
I bo would not do as much for ſuch a dow'r ? 
D&YDEN, 
Mr SxxECTATOR, a 
IAM amazed that among all the variety of characters, 
0 with which you have enriched your ſpeculations, 
© you have never given us a picture of thoſe audacious 
young fellows among us, who commonly go by the 
name of /ort::ne-ſtealers. You mult know, Sir, I am 
one who live in a continual apprehenſion of this ſort of 
people, who ly in wait, day and night for our children, 
and may be conſidered as a kind of kidnappers within 
the law. I am the father of a young heireſs, whom I 
© begin to look upon as marriageable, and who has look- 
* ed upon herſelf as ſuch for above theſe ſix years, She 
C is now in the eighteenth year of her age. The fortune - 
huntets have already caſt their eyes upon her, and take 
* care to plant themſelves in her view whenever ſhe ap- 
« pears in any public aſſembly, 1 have myſelf caught a 
young jackanapes with a pair of filver»fringed gloves in 
* the very fat. You mult know, Sir, I have kept her as 
a priſoner of ſtate cver ſince ſhe was in her tecos, Her 
U 3 | 
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chamber · windows are croſs · barred; ſhe is not permit · 
ed to go out of the houſe but with her keeper; who is 
©'a ſtayed relation of my own; I have likeways forbid 
© her the uſe of pen and ink for this twelve 'month laſt 
* paſt; and do not ſuffer a band - box to be carried into her 
toom before it has been ſearched; © Notwithſtanding 
© theſe precautions, I am at my wits end for fear of any 
* ſudden ſurprize. There were, two or three nights ago, 
© ſome fiddles heard in the ſtreet, which 1 am afraid por- 


tend me no good; not to mention a tall Ir man, that 


has been ſeen walking before my houſe more than once 
* this winter. My kinſwoman like ways informs me, that 
© the girl has talked to her twice or thrice of a gentleman 
in a fair wig, and that ſhe loves to go to church more 
than ever ſhe did in her life. She pave me the ſlip about 
a week ago, upon which my whole houſe was in alarm. 
f immediately diſpatched a hue and cry after her to the 
change, to her mantua maker and to the young ladies 
that viſit her; but after above an hour's ſearch ſhe re- 
turned of herſelf, having been taking a walk, as the told 
me, by Roſamond's pond. I have herenpon turned off 
her woman, doubled her guards and given new in- 
© {traftions to my relation, who, to give her her due, 
* keeps a watchful eye over all her motions. © This, Sir, 
© keeps me in a perpetual anxiety, and makes me ve 
often watch when my daughter fleeps, as I am afrai 
© the is even with me in her turn. Now, Sir, what I 
© would defire of you is, to repreſent to this fluttering 
© tribe of young fellows who are for making their for- 
tunes by theſe indirect means, that ſtealing a man's 
© daughter for the ſake of her portion, is but a kind of 
© tolerated robbery; and that they make but a poor a- 
* mends to the father, whom they plunder after this man- 
* ner, by going tv bed with his child. Dear Sir, be ſpeedy 
© im your thoughts on this ſubje&, that, if poſſible they 
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may appear before the diſbanding of the army. 


Tam, SIR, 
Your moſt huwnble Servant, 
Tim. WATCHWELL, 


THEMISTOCLES, the great Athenian general. be- 
" bog aſked whether he would chuſe to-marry his daughter 
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to an indigent man of merit, or to a worchleſe man of an 
eſtae, replied, That he ſhould preter a man without an 
eſtate, to an eſtate without a man. The worſt of it is, our 
modern fortune huntets are thoſe ho turn their head that 
way, becauſe they are good ſor nothing elſe. If a young 
fellow finds he can make nothing of Cate and Liitletan, he 
provides himſelf with a ladder of ropes, and by that means 
very often entets upon the -premiles. 

Tus fame art of ſcaling has like ways been practiſed 
with good ſucceſs by many military ingineers. Strata- 
gems of this nature make parts and induſtry ſuperfluous, 
and cut ſhort the way to riches. 

No x is vanity a lets motive than idleneſs to this kind of 
mercenary. purſuit. A fop, who admires his perſon in a 

aſs, ſoon enters into a reſolution of making his fortune 

y it, not queſtioning but every woman that falls in his 
way will do him as much juttice as he does himſelf. When 
an heireſs ſees a man throwing particular graces into his 
ogle, or talking loud within her hearing, ſhe ought to look 
to herſelf; but if withal ſhe obſerves a pair of red heels, a 
patch. or any other particularity in his dreſs, ſhe cannot 
take too much care of her perſon. Theſe are baits not to 
be trifed with, charms that have done a world of executi- 
on, and made their way into hearts which have been thought 
impregnable. The force of a man with theſe qualifications 
is ſo well known, that I am credibly in:ormed there are 
ſeveral female undertakers about the change, who upon 
the arrival of a likely man out of a neighbouriog kingdom, 
will furniſh them with proper dreſs from head to foot, to 
be paid for at a double price on the day of marriage. 

Wie mult however diſtinguiſh between fortune-hunters 
and fortune ſtealers. The firſt are thoſe aſſiduous gentle» 
men, who employ their whole lives in the chace, without 
ever coming at the quarry. Sufenus has combed and pow» 
- dered at the ladies for thirty years together, and taken his 
ſtand in a ſide - box, till he is grown wrinkled under their 
eyes. He is now laying the ſame ſnares for the preſent 
generation of beauties, which he practiſed on their mo- 
thers. Cottilus, after having made his applications to 
more than you mect with in Mr Cov/ey's ballad of miſ- 
treſſes, was at laſt ſmntea with a city lady of '20,000 l. 


ierling ; but died of old age before he could bring mat» 
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ters to bear. Nor muſt I here omit my worthy friend 
Mr HoxnEyYcoms, who has often told us in the club, hat 
for twenty years ſucceſlively, upon the death of a child 
leſs rich man, he immediately drew on his boots, called 
for his horſe, and made up to the widow. When he is 
rallied upon his ſucceſſes, WILL, with his uſual gaicty, 
tells us, that he always found her pre- engaged. | 

Wipows are indeed the great game of your fortune- 

hunters. There is ſcarce a young fellow in the town of 
_ fix foot high, that has not paſſed in review before one or 
other of theſe wealthy relicts. Hudibras's Cupid, who 


took bis tand 
Upon a widow's jointure land, 


is daily employed in throwing darts, and kindling flames. 
But as for widows, they are ſuch a ſubtle generation of 

eople, that may may be left to their own conduct; or, 
if they make a falſe ſtep in it, they are anſwerable for it 
to no body but themſelves. I he young innocent creatures 
who have no knowledge and experience of the world, are 
thoſe whoſe ſafety 1 would principally conſult in this ſpe- 
culation, The ſtealing of ſuch an one ſhould, in my opi- 
nion, be as puniſhable as a rape. Where there is no judg- 
ment there is no choice; and why the inveigling a woman 
before ſhe is come to years of diſcretion, ſhould not be 
as criminal as the ſeducing of her before ſhe is ten years 
old, I am at'a loſs to comprehend, "x1 
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Quod huic officium, que laus, gurd decus erat tanti, quod 
adipiſci cum dolore corporis velit, qui dolorem ſummum 
malum ſibi perſuaſerit ® Qua porrs quis ignominiam, 
quam turpitudinem non pertulerit, ut effugiat delorem, 
i id ſummum malum' eſſe decreverii? Torr. 


What duty will a man perform, what praiſe, what honour 
will he think worth purchaſing at the expence of his eaſe, 
who ts perſuaded that pain is the greateſt of evils? And 
what ignominy, what baſeneſi twill be not ſubmit to, in 
order to avoid pain, if be bas determined it to be the 
wor of misfortunes i 


T is a very melancholy reflexion, that men are uſually 

ſo weak, that it is abſolutely neceſſary for themto know 
ſorrow and pain to be in their right ſenſes. Proſperouspeople 
(tor bappy there are none) are hurried away with a fond 
ſenſe of their preſent condition, and thoughtleſs of the mu- 
tability ot fortune: fortune is a term which we muſt uſe in 
ſuch diſcourſes as theſe, for what is wrought by the unſeen 
hand of the Diſpoſer of all things. But methinks the diſpo- 
ſition of a mind which is truly great, is that which makes 
misfortunes and ſorrows little when they be fal ourſclves, 
great and lamentable when they befal other men. The 
molt unpardonable malefactor in the world going to his 
death and bearing it with compoſure, would win the pity of 
thoſe who ſhould behold him; and this not becauſe his ca- 
lamity is deplorable, but becauſe he ſeems himſelf not to 


dueplore it; we ſuffer for him who is leſs ſeofible of his own 


miſery, and are inclined to deſpiſe him who ſinks under the 
weight of his diſtreſſes. On the other hand, without any 
touch of envy, a temperate and well-govern'd mind looks 
down on ſach as are exalted with ſucceſs, with a certain 
ſhame for the imbecility of human nature, that can ſo far 
forget how liable it is to calamity, as to grow giddy with 
only the ſaſpence of ſorrow, which is the portion ot all 
men. He therefore who turns his face from the unhappy 
man, who will not look again whea his eye is caſt upon 


- 
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modeſt ſorrow, who ſhuns affliction like a contagion, does 
but pamper himſelf up for a ſacrifice, and contract in him · 
ſelf a greater aptitude to miſery by attempting to eſcape 
it. A gentleman, where 1 happened to be laſtf night, fell 
into a diſcourſe which I thought ſhewed a good diſcernin 
in him: he took notice that whenever men have looke 
into their heart for the idea of true excellency in human 
nature, they have found it to conſiſt in ſuffering after a 
right manner, and with a good grace. Heroes are always 
drawn bearing ſorrows, ſtruggling with adverſities, under- 
going all kinds of hardſhips, and having in the ſervice of 
mankind a kind of appetite to difficulties and dangers. The 
_— went on to obſerve, that it is from this ſecret 
enſe of the high merit which there is in patience under ca · 
lamiies, that the writers of romances, when they attempt 
to funiſh out characters of the higheſt excellence, ranſack 
nature for things terrible; they raiſe a new creation of 
monſters, dragons, and giants; where the danger ends, 
the hero eeaſes; when he won an empire, or gained his 
miſtreſs, the reſt of his ſtory is not worth relating. My 
friend carried his diſcourſe 2 far as to ſay, that it was ſor 
higher beings than men to join happineſs and greatneſs in 


the ſame idea; but that in our condition we have n+ 
ception of ' ſuperlative excellence, or heroiſm, bat as it 


is ſurrounded with a ſhade of diſtreſs. 

IT is certainly the proper education we ſhould give our- 
ſelves, to be prepared for the ill events and accidents'we 
are to meet with in a life ſentenced to be a ſcene of ſor- 
row: but inſtead of this expectation, we ſoften ourſelyes 
with proſpects of conſtant delight, and deſtroy in our minds 
the ſeeds of fortitude and virtue, which ſhould fuppart us 
in hours of anguiſh, The conſtant purſuit of pleaſure has 
in it ſomething inſolent and improper for our being. There 
is a pretty ſober livelineſs in the ode of Horace to Delius, 
where he tells him, loud mirth, or immoderate forrow, 
inequality of behaviour, either in-proſperity or adverſity, 
are alike ungraceful in man that is born to die. Modera- 
tion in both circumſtances is peculiar to generous minds: 


men of that ſort ever taſte the gratiſications of health, and 
all other advantages of life, as if they were liable to part of 


with them, and when bereft of them, reſign them with a 


greatneſs of mind which ſhews they know their value and 
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duration. The contempt of pleaſure is a certain pre parato- 
ry for the coatempt of pain: without this the mind is as it 
were taken ſuddenlyby an unforeſeen event; but he that has 
always, during health and proſperity, been abſtinent in his 
ſatisfaction, enjoys, in the worſt of difficulties; the reflexion, 
that his anguiſh is not aggravated with the compariſon of 

ſt pleaſures which upbraid his preſent condition. Tully 


tells us a {tory after Pompey, which gives us a good taſte of 


the pleaſant manner the men of wit and philoſophy had in 
old times of alleviating the diſtreſſes of liſe by the force of 
reaſon and philoſophy, Pompey, when he came to Rhodes, 
had a curioſity to viſit the famous philoſopher Po/idonius ; 
but finding him in his fick-bed, he bewailed the misfortune 
that he ſhould not hear a diſcourſe from him: but you may, 
anſwered Poſſidonjus ; and immediately entered into the 

oint of Stoical philoſophy; which ſays pain is not an evil. 

uring the diſcourſe, upon every puncture he felt from his 
diſtemper, he ſmiled and cried out, Pain, pain, be as im+ 
pertinent and troubleſome as you pleaſe, I ſhall never own 
hat thou art an cyil. 


Mr SeECTATOR, „ id ned 

Hos ſeen in ſeveral of your papers a concern 
1 ;Þ. for the honour of the clergy, and their doing 

every thing as becomes their character, and particularly 
performing the public ſervice with a due zeal and devo- 
* tion; I am the more encouraged to lay before them by 
your means ſeveral expreſſions uſed by ſome of them in 
their prayers before ſermon, which I am not well ſatiſ- 
* fied in: as their giving ſome titles and epithets to great 
men, which are indeed due to them in their ſeveral 
* ranks and ſtations, but not properly uſed, I think, in our 
* praycrs. ls it not — to ſay illuſtrious, right 
* reverend, and right honourable poor ſianers? Theſe di» 
* ſtinQions are ſuited only to our ſtate here; and have no 
place in heaven: we ſec they are omitted in the liturgy; 
* which | think the cletgy ſnould take ſor their pattern in 
: ow own. forms of deyotion. There is another expref- 
on which would not mention,: but that I have heard 
it ſeveral times before a learned congregation, to bring in 
the 9 of the prayer in theſe words, O let not 
f the Lord be angry, and 1 will ſpeal but this once; as if 


© there was no difference between Abraham's interceding 
* for Sodom, for which he had no warrant as we can find, 
© "and our aſking thoſe things which we are required to 
© pray for; they would therefore have much more reaſon 
© to fear his anger if they did not make ſuch petitions to 
him There is another pretty fancy: when a young man 
© has a mind to let us kaow who gave him his ſcarf, he 

* ſpeaks a parentheſis to the Almighty, Bleſs, as 1 am in 
© duty bound 1» pray, the right honourable the counteſs ; 
© is not that as much as to ſay, bleſs her, for thou knows» 
* eſt I am her chaplain ? 

Your humble ſervant, 


T J. o: 


No 313. Thurſday, FERBRUARY 28. 


Exigite ut mores teneros ceu pollice ducat, 
Ut ji quis cerd vultum facit 


Jov. Sat. 7. v. 237. 
Bid him beſides his daily pains employ, 
To form the tender manners of the boy, 
And work him, like a waxen babe, with art, 


To perſect ſymmetry in ev'ry part. Cu. Darpex. 


SHALL give the following letter no other recom- 
| mendation, than by telling m y readers that it eomes 
from the ſame hand with that of laſt Thurſday. 


S IX. 


6 1 SEND you, according to my promiſe, ſome farther 
thoughts on the education of youth, in which I in- 
© tend to Tiſeuſs that famous queſtion, Whether the edu · 
© cation at a public ſchool, or under a private tutor, is to 
© be preferr'd ? | 
As ſome of the greateſt men in moſt ages have been 
© of very different opinions in this matter, I ſhall give a 
© ſhort account of what 1 think may be beſt urged on both 
© fides, and afterwards leave every perſon to determine for 
© himſelf. | 
Ir is certain from Suetonius, that the Romans thought 


the education of their children a buſineſs properly belong- 
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* ing to the parents themſelves ; and P/utarch, in the life 
0 


Marcus Gato, tells us, that as ſoon as his fon was 


capable of Icarning,.Gato would ſuffer no body to teach 


© him but himſelf, though he had a ſervant named Chila, 
* who was an excellent grammatian, and who taught a 


great many other youths... 


O the contrary, the Greeks ſcemed more inclined 


to publie ſchools and ſeminaries; 


© A PRIVATE education promiſes in the firſt place 
© yutue.and enn a public. ſchool manly aſſu · 
© rance, and an early knowledge in the ways of the world. 
M Locke, in his celebrated treatiſe of education, con · 
feſſes that there are inconveniences to be feared on beth 
© ſides; V. ſays he, I keep my ſon at home, he is in danger 
* of becoming my zoung maſter ; if 1 ſend him abroad, it is 
© ſearce poſlible to keep him from the reigning contagion of 
, 2 and vice, He will perhaps be more innocent at 
© home, but mare ignorant of the «world, and more ſheepi/h 
* awhen be comes ad read. However, as this learned author 
< aſſerty;That virtue is much more difficult to be attained 
than knowledge of the world, and that vice is a more 
* (tubborn, as well as a more dangerous fault than ſheep · 
* iſhneſs, be is altogether for a private education; and the 
more ſo, becauſe he does not ſee why a youth, with right 
management, might not attain the ſame aſſurance in his 
© father's houſe, as at a public ſchool. To this end he ad- 
© viſes parents to accuſtom their ſons to whatever ſtragge 
© faces come to the houſe; to take them with them when 
they viſit their neighbours, and to engage them in con- 
* verſation with men of parts and breeding. 
Ir may be objected to this method, that converſation 
© 18 not the only thing neceſſary, but that unleſs it be a 
* converſation wich ſuch as are in ſome meaſure their 
« equals in parts and years, there can be no room for emu - 
© lation, contention, and ſeveral of the moſt lively paſſions 
of the mind; which, without being ſometimes moved 
by theſe means, may poſſibly contract a dulneſs and in- 
ſenſibility. 

Ons of the greateſt writers our nation ever produced 
© obſerves, that a boy who forms parties, and makes him - 
* {elf popular in a ſchool or a college, would act the fame 
© part with equal caſe in a ſenate or a privy-council z and 

Vor. IV. X 
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* Mr Osburn, ſpeaking like a man verſed in the ways of 
the world, affirms, that the well laying and carrying on 
* of a deſign to rob an orchard, trains up a youth Aa- 
© fibly to caution, ſecrecy, and circumſpection, and fits 
him for matters of greater importance. en 
Ix ſhort a private education ſeems the moſt natural 
method for the forming a virtuous man; a public edu- 
cation for making a man of buſineſs. The firſt would 
furniſh out a good ſubject for Plato's republic, the latter 
a member for a community over+-ran with artifice and 
corruption. | ns Fekete a 
Ir mult however be confeſſed, that a perſon at the 
| © head of a public ſchool has ſometimes fo many boys uns 
| der his direction, that it is impoſſible he ſhould extend 
| n due proportion of his care to each of them. This is 
© however, in reality, the fault of the age, in which we 
© often ſee twenty parents, who, tho* each expects his 
* ſon ſhould be made a ſcholar, are not contented alto- 
* gether to make it worth while for any man of a liberal 
education to take upon him the care of their inſtruction. 
+ © In our great ſchools indeed this fault has been of late 
< years rectiſied, ſo that we have at preſent not only inge 
© nious men for the chief maſters, but ſuch as have proper 
- © uſhers and aſhitants under them. I muſt owed ++ or 
* own, that for want of the ſame encouragement in the 
country, we have many a promiſing genius ſpoiled and 
* abuſcd in thoſe little ſeminaries. | 
lau the more inclined to this opinion, having my- 
© ſelf experienced the uſage of two rural maſters, each of 
© them very unfit for the truſt they took upon them to diſ- 
charge. The firſt impoſed much more upon me than my 
© parts, tho' none of the weakeſt, could endure; and uſed 
me barbarouſly for not performing impoſſibilities. The 
latter was of quite another temper; and a boy, who 
© would run upon his errands, waſh his coffee- po, or ting 
© the bell, might have as little converſation with any of the 
* claſſics as he thought fit. I have known a lad of this 
© place excuſed his exerciſe for aſliſting the cook · maid; 
© and remember a neighbouring gentleman's ſon was a- 
mong us five years, moſt of which time he employed in 
© airing and watering our maſter's grey pad. I ſcorned to 
compound for my faults, by doing any of theſe elegant 


my 
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« offices, and was accordingly the belt ſcholar, and che 

* worlt, uſed of any, bay in the ſchoo pt.. 
...*.L SHALL conclude. this diſcourſe with an advantage 

© mentioned by Quintilian, as accompanying a public 

* way. of, cducatign, which I have not yet taken notice 

© of; namely, That we very often.contratt ſuch friend · 

* ſhips at ſchool, as are a ſervice. to us all the following 

parts of our lives. D ' 

_. * I $HALL give you under this head, a ſtory very well 
© known to ſeveral perſons, and which you may, depend 
upon as real truth. | 81 "pory ; 

Fux xv one whois acquainted with M eſiminſter ſchool, 
7 knows that there is a curtain which uſed. to be drawn 
acroſs the room, to ſeparate the upper ſchool from the 
© lower. A youth happened, by ſome miſchance, to tcar 
the above-mentioned curtain: the ſeverity of the ma- 
© ſter. was too well known for the criminal to expect any 
£ pardon for ſuch a fault; ſo that the boy who was of a 
« meck temper, was terrified to death at the thoughts of 
© his appearance, when his friend, who ſat next to him, 
bade him be of good cheer, for that he would take the 
* fault on himſelf. He kept his word accordingly. As 
© ſoon as they were grown up to be men, the civil war 
broke out, in which qur two friends took the oppoſite 
* fides, one of them followed the parliament, the other 
© the royal party. 

As their tempers were different, the youth, who had 
* torn the curtain, endeavoured to raiſe himſelf on the 
civil liſt, and the other who had born the blame of it, on 
the military: the firſt ſucceeded fo well, that he was in 
* a ſhort time made a judge under the protector. The 
other was engaged in the unhappy enterpriſe of Pen- 
* ruddaci and Groves in the welt, I ſuppole, Sir, I need 
* not acquaint you with the event of that undertaking. 
* Every one knows that the royal party was routed, and 
all the heads of them, among whom was the curtain 
champion. impriſoned at Exeter. It happened to be 
* his friend's lot at that time to go the weltern circuit: 


+ * the trial of the rebels, as they were then called, was 


very ſhort, and nothing now remained but to paſs ſen- 
tence on them; when * judge hearing the name of 
2 
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© his oſd friend, and obſerving his face more attentirely 
* which he had not ſeen for many years, aſked him, i 
he was not formerly a Meftnunſber ſcholar; by the an- 
* ſwer he was ſoon convinced that it was his former ge- 
* nerous friend; and without faying any thing more at 
that time, made the beſt of his way to London, where 
employing all his power and intereſt with the protector, 
he ſaved his friend from the fate of his unhappy aflg- 
Nah 15D 0.07 $1 ne UES UG COUT IG ER 1 

©. Fur gentleman; whoſe life was thus preſerved by the 
« gratitude of his ſchool-fellow, was afterwards the father 
© of a-fon, whom he lived to'fee promoted in the church, 
, 3 ſtill deſeryedly fills one of the higheſt — 
« in $002 11 | L437 PO Oml UNDO T8 
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Tandem define matrem 
Tempefliva ſequi viro. 


HoR. Od. 23. J. 1. V. 11 
Attend thy mother's heels no more, N 

. Now grown mature ſor man, and ripe far joys" * 
f nnen 


Mr Spreraron, | Feb. 7. 1711-12. 
a 1 AM a young man about eighteen years of age, ind 
0 have been in love with a young woman of the ſamèe 
age about this half year. I go to ſee her fix days in the 
Vveck, but never could have the happineſs of beingwith 
© her alone. If any of her ſriends are at home, ſhe will ſee 
me in their company; but if they be not in the way; ſhe 
* flies to her chamber. I can diſeover no ſigus of her 
averſion; but either a fear of falling into the toils of ma- 
trimony, or a childiſh timidity, deprives us of an inter- 
view apart, and drives us upon the difficulty. of languiſhing 
out our lives in fruitleſs expectation. Now, Mr Sy c- 
TATOR, if you think us ripe for &conomy, (perſuade 
the dear creature, that to pine away into barrennels and 
deformity under a mother's ſhade, is not ſo honoùr- 
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© able; nor does ſhe appear ſo- amiable, as the would in 


full bloom. hs 
(There is a great deal left out before be concludes) | 
| Mr SPECTATOR, N 
Your bumble Servant, 


Bon HARMLESS. 


F this gentleman be really no more than eighteen, I muſt 

do him the juſtice to ſay he is the molt knowing in · 

fant I have yet met with, He does not, I fear, yet under» 

ſtand, that all he thinks of is another woman; therefore, 

till he has given a further account of himſelf, the young 

lady is hereby directed to keep cloſe to her mother. 
The SPECTATOR. 


T caux0T comply with the requeſt in Mr Trot!'s let · 
ter; but let it go juſt as it came to my hands for being ſo 
familiar with the old gentleman, as rough as he is to him. 
Since Mr T7 has an ambition to make him his father-in- 
law, he ought to treat him with more reſpect; beſides his 
ſtile to me might have been more diſtant than he has 
thought fit to afford me: moreover, his miltreſs ſhall 
continue in her confinement, till he has found out which 
word. in his letter is not rightly ſpelt, 


Mr SrECTATOR, 


6 1 Su all ever own myſelf your obliged humble ſervant 
ſor the advice you gave me concerning my dancing; 
© which unluckily came too late: for, as | ſaid, I. would 
© not leave off capering till l had your opinion of the mat- 
ter; was at our famous afſembly the day before receiv- 
ed your papers, and there was obſerved by an old gen- 


tleman, who was informed l had a reſpect ſor his daugh - 


ter 3. told me I was an inſigniſicant little fellow, and ſaid 
"© that for the future he would take care of his child; ſo 
that he did not doubt but to croſs my amorous inelina - 
„tions. The lady is confined to her chamber, and for 
* my part, Lam ready to hang myſelf with the thoughts 
© that l have danoed myſelt out of farour with her father. 
© hope you will pardon the trouble I give; but ſhall 
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take it for a mighty favour, if you will give a little more 
* of your advice to put me in a write way to cheat the 
old dragon and Err miſtreſs.” I am once more, 
SIR, 7 
7 1725 Your obliged humble Servant, 
+ whe, 1 Jonx Torr. 


Lr me deſire yon to make what alterations you 
L oe and inſert this as ſoon as poſſible, Pardon mi- 
© ſtakes by haſte, : 


I nEvER do pardon miſtakes by haſte. 
e e e The SPECTATOR, 


. © "Feb. 27. 1711-12. 
. Pr be ſo kind as to let me know what you e- 
ſteem to be the chief qualification of a good poet, 
eſpecially of one who writes plays, and you will very 
much oblige, 
SIR, Your very humble Servant, 
N. B, 


To be a very well bred man. 
The SPECTATOR, 

M. SyrcTATOR, #3 
6 OV are to know that I am naturally brave, and love 
, fighting as well as any man in England. This ga- 
* Jant temper of mine makes me extremely delighted with 
© battles on the ſtage, I give you this trouble to com- 
* plain to you, that Meolini refuſed to gratify me in that 
part of the opera for which I have molt taſte. I obſerve 
t tis become a cuſtom, that whenever any gentlemen are 
g e pleaſed with a ſong, at their crying out en- 
* core, or altro volto, the performer is ſo obliged as to 
© ſing it over again. I was at the opera the laſt time Hy- 
* daſpes was performed. At that part of it where the he- 
ro engages with the lion, the graceful manner with which 
© he put that terrible monſter to death gave me ſo great a 
* pleaſure, and at the ſame time ſo juſt a ſenſe of that 
* gentleman's intrepidity and conduct, that I could not 
, forbear deſiring a repetition of it, by crying out, aro 
volto in a very audible voice ; and my friends flatter me, 
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that I pronounced thoſe words with a tolerable good 
accent; conſidering that was but the third opera I had 
ever ſeen in my be Yet, notwithſtanding all this, 
there was ſo little regard had to me, that the hon was 
carried off, and went to bed, without being killed any 
more that night. Now, Sir, pray conſider that I did not 
underſtand a word of what Mr NMicolini ſaid to this cruel 
creature; beſides, 1 have no car for mulic; ſo that 
during the long diſpute between them, the whole en- 
tertainment I had was from my eyes; why then have 
not I as much right to have a graceful action repeated 
as another has a pleaſing ſound, ſince he only hears as 
I only fee, and we neither of us know that there is 
any reaſonable thing a doing? Pray, Sir, ſettle the bu- 
fincſs of this claim in the audience, and let us know 
when we may cry altro volts, Anglice, again, again, 
for the future. 1 am an Engli/hman, and expect fome 
reaſon or other to be given me, and perhaps an ordina- 
ry one may ſerve; but I expect your anſwer. . 
Jam, S 1 R, Your met humble Servant, 
ToBy RENTFREE, 


Mr SexcCTaTOR, Nov. 29th, 
O U mult give me leave, amongſt the reſt of your 
female correſpondents, to addrels you about-an 

affair which has already given you many a ſpeculation; 
and which, I know, I need not tell you have had a very 
happy influence over the adult part of our ſex: but as 
many of us are cither too old to learn, or too obſtinate 
in the purſuit of the vanities which have been bred up 
with us from our infancy, and all of us quitting the 
ſtage whilſt you are prompring us to a& our part well; 
vou ought, methinks, rather to turn your inſtructions 
for the benefit of that part of our ſex, who are yet in 
their native innocence, and ignorant of the vices and 


that variety of unhappineſſes that reign amongſt us. 


* Imvsr tell you, Mr SexECTATOR, that it is as much 


na part of ybur office to overſee the education of the fe- 
male part of the nation, as well as of the male; and 
to convince the world you are not partial, pray pro- 
© ceed to detect the male-adminiſtration of governeſſes 
as ſucceſsfully as you have expoſed that of pedagogues; 
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© and reſcue our ſex from the prejudice and tyranny of 
* education as well as that of your own, who, without 
© your ſeaſonable interpoſition, are like to improve upon 
© the vices that are now in vogue. 

* I who know the the dignity of your polt, as Sex c- 
TATOR, and the authority a Natel eye ought to beat 
in the female world, could not forbear conſulting you, 
and beg your advice in ſo critical a point, as is that of 
the education of young gentlewomen. Having already 
provided myſelf with a very convenient houſe in a good 
air, I am not without hope but that you will promote 
this generous deſign. I mult farther tell yon, Sir, that 
all who ſhall be committed to my conduct, beſide the 
* uſual accompliſhments of the necdle; dancing and the 
© French tongue, ſhall not fail to be your conſtant rea- 
ders. It is therefore my humble petition, that you will 
* entertain the town on this important ſubject, and ſo far 
« oblige a ſtranger, as to raiſe a curioſity and inquiry in 
my behalf by publiſhiog the following advertiſement. 


Tam, SIX, 
Your conſtant Admirer, 
M. W. 


4 DVERTIS EME NT. 


"THE boarding-ſchool for young gentlewomen,which was 
formerly kept on Mile End-Green,. being laid down, thers 
is now one ſet up almoſt oppoſite to it at the two guldens« 
balls, and much more convenient in excty reſpect, where, 
befide the common inſtructiont given io young gentleuo- 
men, they will be taught the whole art of paſtry, and pre- 

rving, with whatever. may render them accomplizhed, 
Thoſe who pleaſe to make trial of the vigilance and abili- 
vo the perſons concerned, may inquire at the two golden- 
Iii on Mile-End-Green, near Stepney, where they will 


receive further ſatisfattion. 


THIS is. to grue notice, that the SYECTATO ® has taken 


, upon him to be vifitant of all boarding- ſchooli, where young 
women are educated; and deſigm ie proceed in the ſaid 


office after the ſame manner. that the viſttants of colleges 
do in the two famous univerſities. of this land. 9 95 
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+ ALL lovers who-rurite tothe SYECTATOR, are defined 
ta ſorbeur one expreſſion which is in moſt" of the letters to 
im, either out of lazineſi er want of invention, and is true 


of not above two thouſand women in theeubele' world ; vite 
She Wine wanker rrounr ine. : * 


109 
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Nee deu. bntorfity mf dignus vindias . & ly "= 
Incideris >, Hos. Ars poet. Ws. 
Never preſume to make a god appear, 
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He adviſes: a ct to cnnbdes thoroughly che 
nature and force of his genius. Milton ſeems to have 
known perfectly well wherein his ſtrength lay, and has 
there fore choſen a ſubje& entirely conformable to thoſe 
talents, of which he was maſter, ' As his genius wab 
wonderfully turned to the ſubſime, his ſubject is the no- 
bleſt that could have entered into the thoughts of man? 
Every thing that is truly great and aſtoniſhing, bas 4 
place in it. The whole em of the intellectual world ; 
the (Chaos, and the creation; heaven, earth, and hell; 
enter into the conſtitution of his poem. 

HAvinG in the firſt and ſecond books ien 
infernal world with all its horrors, the threed of his fable 
. leads him into the oppoſite region of bliſs and 

ory » W+ 1 w * 

e Is Milton's nnjeſty forſakes him any whete, dt * in 
thoſe parts of his poem, where the Divine Perfon ns arc 
introduced as ſpeakers, One may, I think, obſerve, chat 
the author procceds with a kind of fear and vembling, 
whilſt he deſcribes the ſentiments of the Almighty. He 
dares not give his imagination its full play, but chuſes to 
conſine himſelf to ſuch thoughts as are drawn from the 
books of the molt orthodox divines, and to ſuch expreſ- 
ſions as may be met with in ſcripture. The beauties 
therefore, Which we are to look for in theſe ſpeeches, 
are not of à poetical nature, vor ſo proper to ll the 
mind with ſentiments of grandeur, as with thoughts o 
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devotion... The paſſions, which they are deſigned to raiſe, 
are a diy ine love and religious fear. The particular beaut 
of the ſpecches in the third book, conſiſts in that ſhortneſs 
and perſpicuity of ſtile, in which the poet has. couched 
the greateſt myſteries of Chriſtianity, and drawn together, 
in a regular ſcheme, the whole diſpenſation of Providence, 
with reſpecl to man. He has repreſented all the abſtruſe 
doQrines of predeſtination, free-will, and grace; as alſo 
the great points of incarnation and redemption, (which 
naturally grow up in a poem that treats of the fall of 
man) with great energy of expreſſion, and in aclearer and 
ſtronger light, than 1 ever met with in any other writer. 
As theſe points are dry in themſelves to the generality of 
readers, the conciſe and clear manner in which he has 
treated them, is very much to be admired, as is like ways 
that particular art which he has made uſe of in the inter- 
ſperfing of all thoſe graces of poetry, which the ſubject 
was capable of receiving. Oy” 
Tus ſurvey of the whole creation, and of every thing 
that is tranſacted init, is a proſpe& worthy of — — 
and as much above that, in which Virgil has draun his 
Jupiter, as the Chriſtian idea of the Supreme Being is more 
rational and ſublime than that of the heathens. The parti- 
cular objects on which he is deſcribed to have caſt his eye, 
are repreſented in the moſt beautiful and lively manner, 


Now bad th Almighty Father from above, 
(From the pure emperean where he fits 
High thron'd above all-height) bent down his eye, 
Hit own works and their works at once to view. 
About him all the ſanctities of heav'n | 
Stood thick as flars, and from bis fight receiv'd 
Beatitude paſt utt'rance : on his right 
The radiant image of his glory ſat, 
His only San, On 1 72 7 bebeld 
Our two firſt parents, yet the only two © 
Of mankind, in the happy garden plac d. 
eaping immortal fruits of joy and lobe, 
. Uninterrupted joy, unrival A love, 
I bliſsful folitude. He then ſurvey'd 
Hell and the gulph between, and Satan there 
Coaſting the wall of heaven on this fide night, 


* 
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In the dun air ſublime ; and ready, non —» 
7 ſlonp with wearied wings, and willing fett, 
On the bare ont-fide of this world, that eem'd HEE 
Firm lard imboſom'd without firmament;-  ' 
Uncertain which, in ocean or in dir. 1 
Him Cod beholding from bis proſpect High. 
l herein [aſs 5 future he behold, - > 
Thus to his only Son foreſceing ſpake. 


SATA N's approach to the conſines of the creation; 
is finely imaged in the beginning of the ſpeech which im- 
mediately follows. The effects of this ſpeech in the bleſſed 
ſpirits, and in the Divine Perſon to whom it was addreſſed, 
cannot but ll the mind of the reader wich a ſecret pleaſure 
and complacency. v1 


© 'Thut while God ſpake, ambrofial fragrance fill d 
All beav'n, and in the bleſſed ſpirits elect 4.5 
ig . new joy ineffable diffus d. 
Beyond compare the Son A God was ſeen 
1 Me glorious ; in him all his Father ſhone 
\ Subftantially expreſi'd ; and in his face 
Divine compaſſion viſibly appear a, 
Love without end, and without meaſure grace. 


I xx d not point out the beauty of that circumſtanceg 
wherein the whole hoſt of angels are repreſented as ſtands 
ing mute; nor ſhew how proper the occcaſion was to pro- 
duce ſuch a filence in heaven. The cloſe of this divine 
colloquy, with the hyma of angels that follows upon jt, 
are ſo wonderfully beautiful and poetical, that I ſhould not 
forbear inſerting the whole paſſage, if the bounds of my 
paper would give me leave. | 


No fvoner- had th Almighty cear'd, but all 
The multitude of a 5 with a ſhout 
( Loud as from numbers without number, fweet 
As from bleſt voices ) utt'ring qe, heav'n rung 
With jubilee, and loud hoſannas fill '4 
Th eternal regions ; &c. Ke. 
SITA M's walk upon the outſide of the nniverſe, 
which at adiſtance appeared to him of a globular ſorm, hut 
upon his pearcr approach, looked like an unbounded plain, 
is natural and noble: as his roaming upon the frontiers 


* 
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of the creation between that maſs of matter, which was 
wrought into a world, and that ſhapeleſs unformed heap 
of materials, which ſtill lay in chaos and confuſion, ſtrikes 
the imagination with ſomething aſtoniſhingly great and 
wild. I have before ſpoken of the Limbs Vanity, which 
the poet places upon this outermoſt ſurface of the univerſe, 
and ſhall here explain myſelf more at large on that, and 
other parts of the poem, which are of the ſame ſhadowy 
nate. | 
"ARISTOTLE obſerves, that the fable of an epic 
poem ſhould abound in circumſtances. that are both cre- 
dible and aſtoniſhing ; or, as the French critics chuſe to 
phraſe it, the fable ſhould be filled with the probable and 
the marvellous. This rule is as fine and juſt as any in 
Ariſtotle's whole art of poetry. | 
Ir the fable is only probable, it differs nothing from a 
true hiſtory; if it is only marvellous, it is no better than 
a romance. The great ſecret therefore of heroic poetry 
is to relate ſuch circumſtances as may produce in the reader 
at the ſame time both belief and aſtoniſhment; + This is 
brought to pals in a wwell-choſer: fable, by the account of 
ſuch things as have really happened, or at leaſt of ſuch 
things as have happened according to the teceived opinions 
of mankind. Milton's fable is a maſter · piece of this nature; 
as the war in heaven, the condition of the fallen angels, 
the ſtate of innocence, the temptation of the ſerpent, and 
the fall of man, though they are very aſtoniſhing in them» 
ſelves, are not only credible, but actual points of faith. 
Tux next method of reconciling miracles with credi- 
bility, is by a happy invention of the poet; as in particu» 
lar, when he introduces agents of a ſuperior nature, who 
are capable of effecting what is wonderful, and what is not 
to be met with in the ordinary courſe of things. Us 
ſhip being turned into a rock, and Aneas 's fleet into a 
ſhoal of water-nymphs, tho' they are very ſurpriſing ac- 
cidents, are nevertheleſs probable when we are told that 
they were the gods who thus transformed them. It is this 
kin d of machinery which fills the poems both of Homer 
and Virgil with ſuch circumſtances as are wonderful, but 
not impoſhble, and io frequently produce in the reader the 
moſt ; pleaſing paſſion that can riſe in the mind of man, 
which is admuration. If there be any inſtance in the Eueid 
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liable to exception upon this account, it is in the beginning 
of the third book, where Æneus is repreſented as tearing 
up the myrtle that dropped blood; To qualify this-won- 
derful eircumſtance, Polydorus tells a ſtory from the root 
-of the myrtle, that dhe barbarous inhabitants of the coun- 
try having pierced him with ſpears and arrows, the-wood 
which was left io his body took root in his wounds, and 
gave birth to that bleeding tree. This circumſtance ſeems 
to have the marvellous without the probable, becauſe it is 
repreſented as proceeding from natural cauſes, without the, 
inte rpoſition of any god, or other ſupernatural power ca- 
pable of - producing it. I he ſpears and arrows grow of 
themſelves, uithout ſo much as the modern help of an eu- 
chantment. If we look into the fiction of Aliiton's fable, 
tho* we find it full of ſurpriſing meidents, they are gene- 
rally ſuited to our notions of the _ and perſons de- 
ſeribed, and tempered with a due meaſure of probabilit. 
'T muſt only make an exception to the Limbo of Vanitt, 
with his epiſode of Sin and Death, and ſome of the imu- 
inary perſons in his Chaot. Theſe — 2 are aftonſhing, 
t not credible; the reader cannot fo far impoſe upon 
himſelf as to ſee a poſſibility in them; they are the de- 
ſcription of dreams and ſhadows, not of things or perſons. 
I know that many critics look upon the ſtories of Cires, 
Polypbeme, the Sirens, nay the whole Odyſſe and ſiiau, to 
be allegories; but allowing this to be true, they are fa- 
bles, which, conſidering the opinions of mankind chat pre- 
vailed in the age of the poet, might poſſibly have been at- 
cording to the letter. The perſons are ſuch as might have 
acted what is aſcribed to them, as the circumſtances in 
which they are repreſented might poſſibly have been truths 
and realities. This appearance of probability is ſo abſo- 
lutely requiſite in the greater kinds of poetry, that Ari - 
flotle obſerves the antient tragic writers made uſe af the 
names of ſuch great men as had actually lived in the world, 
tho” the tragedy proceeded upon adventures they were ne - 
ver engaged in, on purpoſe to make the ſubject more cre- 
dible. In a word, beſides the hidden meaning of an epic 
allegory, the plain literal ſenſe ought to appear — 2 
The (tory ſhould be ſuch as an ordinary reader may ac- 
quieſce in, whatever natural, moral or political truthꝭ᷑ may 
be diſcovered in it by men of greater penetration. 
Vor. Iv. * 
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58 4TA MN, after having long wandered upon the ſur- 
ſace, or outmolt wall of the univerſe, diſcovers at laſt a 
wide gap in it, which led into the creation, and is deſcrib- 
ed as the opening through which the angels paſs to and 
fro into the lower world, upon their errands to mankind. 
His ſitting upon the brink of this paſſage, and taking a ſur- 
vey of the whole face of gature, that appeared to him new 
and freſh in all irs beauties, with the ſimile illuſtrating this 
circumſtance, fills the mind of the reader with as ſurpriſing 
and glorious an idea as any that ariſes in the whole poem. 


He looks down into that vaſt hollow of the univerſe wuhithe 


eye, or (as Milton calls it in bis firſt book) with.the ken 
of an angel. He ſurveys all the wonders in this immenſe 
amphitheatre that lye between both the poles of heaven, 
— takes in at one view the whole round of the creation. 
His flight between the ſeveral v orſds that ſhined on 
ey xe of him, with the particular deſcription of the ſun, 
are ſet forth in all the wantonneſs of a luxuriant imagina- 
tion. His ſhape, ſpeech and behaviour upon his trans form- 
ing himſelf into an angel of light, are touched with exqui- 
ſite beauty. The poet's thought of directing Satan to the 
fun, which, in the vulgar opinion of mankind, is the moſt 
conſpicuous part of the creation, and the placing in it an 
angel, is a circumſtance very finely contrived; and the 
more adjuſted to a poctical probability, as it was a re- 
ceived doctrine among the moſt famous philoſophers, that 
every orb had its intelligence; and as an apoſtle in ſacred 
writ is ſaid to have ſeen ſuch an angel in the ſun. In the 
anſwer which this angel returns to this diſguiſed evil ſpirit, 
.there is ſuch a becoming majeſty as is altogether ſuitable 
to a ſuperior being. The part of it in which he repreſents 
; himſelf as preſent at the creation, is very noble in itſelf, 
and not only proper where it is introduced. but requiſite to 
prepare the reader for what follows in the ſeventh book. 


Jau when at his-avord the formleſi maſc, 
Tit world's material mould, came to an heap: - 
Conſuſion beard: his voice, and wild uproar 
load rul d. Good wall infinitude confin'd ; 
Till at his ſecond bidding darkneſs fled, 
Il. ſbene, &c. | | 
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In the following part of the ſpeech he points out the 
earth with ſuch circumſtances, that the reader can ſcarce 
forbear fancying himſelf employed on the ſame diſtant 
view of it. | wut 5 on 


Lol 45 :unward on the globe whoſe hither ide 

IVith light from hence, the" but reflected, /hines ; 

That place is earth, the ſeat of man; that light 
H day, &c. | 


” 


uus r not conclude my reflexions upon this third 
of Paradiſe lot, without taking notice of that celebrated 
complaint of Milton with which it opens, and which cer- 
tainly deſerves all the praiſes that have been given it; tho, 
as I have before hinted, it may rather be looked upon as 
an excreſcence, than as an eſſential part of the poem. The 
fame obſervation might be applied to that beautiful digreſ- 
fon ——KA— » 10s 
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|: Libertas; era 2 reſpexit inertem. 
you ViRkG. Ec}, I, v. 29. 


Freedom, which came at length, tb flow to came. 
| | D&YDEN- 


Mr SrecTatoR, 

q 1 you ever read a letter which is ſent with the more 
$ pleaſure for the reality of its complaints, this may 
* have reaſon to hope for a favourable acceptance; and 
if time be the mol} irretriveable Joſs, the regrets which 
follow will be thought, I hope, the molt juſtiſ̃able. The 
* regaining of my liberty from a long (tare of indolence 
and inactivity, and the deſire of reſiſting the farther 
* encroachments of idleneſs, make me apply to you; and 
the uneaſineſa with which I recolle& the paſt years, 
and the apprehenſions with which 1 expect the future, 
* ſoon determined me to it. 

* IDLENESS is ſo general a diſtemper, that I cannot but 
imagine a ſpeculation on this ſubje& will be of univer- 
fal uſe. There is hardly any one perſon without ſome 

Y 2. 
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lay oF it; and thouſands beſides myſelf ſpend more time 
in · an idle uncertainty which to begin firſt of two affairs, 
han would have been futhcient to have ended them 
© both; The oceaſion of this ſeems to be the want of ſome 
neceſſary employment, to put the ſpirits in motion, and 
* awaken them out of their lethargy: if I had leſs leiſure, 
1 ſhould have more; for I ſhould then find my time di- 
ſtinguiſhed into portions, ſome for buſineſs, and others 
for the indulging of pleaſures: but now one face of in- 
dolence overſpreads the Whole, and | have no land- mark 


to direct myſelt by. Were one's time a little ſtraitened 


© by buſineſs, like water incloſed in its banks, it would 
© have ſome determined courſe. but unleſs it be put into 
© ſome channel it has no current, but becomes a deluge 
vithout either uſe or motion. | [ 
© When Scanderbeg prince of Hpirus was dead, the 
"Turks, who hai but too oſten felt the force of his arm, 
in the battles he had wen from them, imagined that by 
« wearing a piece of his bones near their heart, they ſhould 
© be animated with 7 vigour and force like to that which 
© inſpired him when living: As I am like to be but of 
© little uſe whilſt J live, I am reſolved to do what good I 
can after my deceaſe; and have accordingly ordered my 


bones to be diſpoſed of in this manner for the good of 


© my countrymen, who are troubled with too exorbitant 
a degree of fire. All fox-hunters, upon wearing me, 
would in a ſhort time be brought to endure their beds 
in a morning, and perhaps even quit them with regret 
at ten: inſtead of hurrying away to teize a poor ani- 
mal, and run away from their own thoughts, a chait᷑ or 
* a chariot would be thought the moſt defirable means of 
performing a remove from one place to another. I 
* ſhould be a cure for the unnatural defire of John Trott 
© for dancing, and a ſpecific to leſſen the inclination Mrs 
* Fidget has to motion, and cauſe her always to give her 
approbution to the preſent place ſhe is in. In fine, no 
* Eayptian mummy was ever half ſo uſcful i phyſic, as 
© I ſhould be to thete feveriſh conititutions, to repreſs the 
violent ſallies of youth, and give each action its proper 
© weight and repoſe. ; 16.7 

* 1 can ſtifle any violent inclination, and oppoſe a tor- 
tent of anger, or the ſolicitations of revenge, with ſuc · 
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' overcoming the defects and improving the gi 
15 


ceſs. But indolence is a ſtream which flows ſlowly on, 


but yet undermines the foundation of every virtue. A 


vice of a more lively nature were a more deſirable tyrant 
than this ruſt of the mind, which gives a tincture of its: 
nature to every action of one's lite. It were as little ha- 
zard to be toſſed in à ſtorm, as to lye thus perpetually 
becalmed: and it is to, no purpoſe to have within one 
the ſeeds of a thouſand good qualities, if we want the 


rigour and reſolution neceſſary for the exerting them. 


Death brings all perſons back to an equality; and this 
- image of it, this ſlumber of the mind, leaves no differ- 
- ence between the greateſt genius and the meaneſt under- 
ſtanding: a faculty of doing things remarkably praiſe- 
+ worthy. thus concealed, — 


no more uſe to the owner, 
than a heap of gold to the man who dares not uſe it. 
* To-MORR OW is {till the fatal time when all is to be 


- rectified : to-morrow comes, it gets, and (till 1 pleaſe 
- myſelf with the ſhadow, whilit Lloſe the reality; un- 
- mindful that the preſent time alone is ours, the future is 
yet unborn, and the palt is dead, and can only live (as 
parents in their children) ia the actions it has produced. 


Tus time we live ought not to be computed by the 


number of years, bur by the uſe has been made of it. 
Thus, tis not the extent of ground, but the yearly rent 


which gives the value to the eſtate; Wretched and 
thoughtlcſs creatures !.in the only place where. covetouſ· 


neſs were a virtue we turn —— Nothing * up · 


on our hands with ſuch uncaſineſs, nor has there been fo 


many devices for any one thing, as to make it ſlide away 


imperceptibly and to no purpoſe. A ſhilling thall be 
hoarded up with care, whilſt that which is above the 
price of an eſtate, is flung away with diſregard and con- 


tempt. here. is nothing now-a-days ſo much avoided, 


as a ſolicitous improvement of every part of time; tis a 


- report mult be. ſhuaned as one tenders the name of a wit 
and a fine genius, and as one fears the dreadful charac - 
tet of a laborious plodder : but notwithitanding this, the 
grcateſt wits any age has produced thought far ather- 


ways; for who can think either Socrates or Demoſtbe- 

nes lolt any reputation, by their continual E both in 

'ts of nature. 

All axe acgyainted with thc labour. and alway, with 
Y 3 
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which Tully acquir'd his eloquence. Seneca in his let - 
ters to Lure lius aſſures him, there was not a day in 
which he did not either write ſomething, or read and 
epitomize ſome good author; and I remember Pliny 
in one of his letters, where he gives an account of the 
various methods he uſed to fill up every vacancy of time 
after ſeveral employments waich he enumerates; ſomes 
times, ſays he, I hunt; but even then I carry with me 
© a pocket-book, that whilſt my fervants are buſied in 
«difpoling of the nets and / other matters, I may be em- 
8 1 in ſomething that may be uſeful to me in my 
*-ttadies; and that if 1 miſs of my game, I may atleaſt 
bring home ſome of my own thoughts with me, and 
s _ have the mortification of having caught nothing all 
day. 8 
Tuvs, Sir, you ſee how many examples I recal to 
© mind, and what arguments I uſe with myſelf, to regain 
my liberty: bot as I am afraid *ris no ordinary perſuaſi - 
© on that will be of ſervice, I ſhall expect your thoughts 
on this ſubject, with the greateſt impatience, eſpeciall 
* fince the good will not be confined to me alone, but will 
© be of univerſal uſe. For there is no hopes of amendment 
© where men are pleas'd with their ruin, and whilſt they 
© think lazineſs is a deſirable character · whether it be that 
they like the ſtate itſelf, or that they think it gives them 
© anew Juſtre when they do exert themſelves, ſeemingly 
to be able to do that without labour and application, 
which others attain to with the greateſt diligence.” | 
' Jam, SIX, 
Your meſt obliged: humble Servant; 
SAMUEL SLACK. 


U 


CLiTANDER f% CLEONE, 
Madam, | 
9 ER Mission to love you is all that I deſire, to 
þ conquer all the difficulties thoſe about you place 
© in my way, to ſurmount and acquire all thoſe qualifica- 
tions you expect in him who pretends to the honour of 


© being, 
Madam, 
X ; Tour moſt humble Servant, 
CLITANDER, 
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No 317. Tueſday, Marci 4. 


Frage, conſumere nt. 
— | 


Hor, Ep. 2, . I's V, 27. 
Wen to drind and eat. CREECH».. 


UGUSTUS, a few moments before his death, aſked 
his friends who {tood about him, if they thought 
he had ated his part well; and upon receiving ſuch an 
anſwer as was due to his extraordinary merit, Let me then, 
ſays he, ganff the lage with your applau/e ; uſing the ex- 
prethon with which the Rowan attors made their exit at 
the concluſion of a dramatic piece. I could wiſh that men, 
while they are ia health, would conſider well the nature 
of the part they are engaged in, and what figure it will 
make in the minds of thoſe they leave behind them: whe- 
ther it was worth coming into che world for; whether it 
be ſuitable to a reaſonable being; in ſhort. whether it ap- 
pears graceful in this life, or will turn to an advantage in 
the next. Let the ſycophant, or buffoon the ſatyriſt, or 
the good companion, conſider with himſelf, when his bo- 
dy ſhall be laid in the grave, and his ſoul paſs into another 
ſtate of exiſtence, how much it would redound to his praiſe 
to have it ſaid of him, that no man in England eat better, 
that he had an admirable talent of turning his friends into 
ridicule, that no body out did him at an ill · natured jeſt, 
or that he never went to bed before he had diſpatched his 
third bottle. Theſe are, however, very- common fune- 
ral orations, and elogiums on deceaſed perſons who have 
acted among mankind with ſome figure and reputation, 
Bur if we look into the bulk of our ſpecies, they are 
ſuch as are not likely to be remembered a moment. after 
their diſappearance. They leave behind them no traces of 
their 2 but are forgotten as tho' they had never 
been. They are neither wanted by the poor, regreted 
by the rich, nor celebrated by the learned. They are nei- 
ther miſſed in the commonwealth, nor lamented by private 
perſons. Their actions are of no ſigniſicancy to-mankind, 
and might have been performed by creatures of much leſs 
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dignity than thoſe who are diſtinguiſhed by the faculty of 
reaſon. An eminent French author ſpeaks ſome where to 
the following purpoſe ; I have often ſeen from my cham- 
ber window two noble creatures, both of them of an erect 
countenance and endowed with reaſon. Theſe two iritel- 
lectaal beings are employed from morning to night, in rub- 
bing two ſmooth ſtones one upon another; that is, as the 
vulgar phraſe it, poliſhing marble. ro 
My friend, Sir ANDREW FREEPORT, as we were ſit- 
ting in the club laſt night, gave us an account of a ſober 
citizen, who died a few days fince. I his honeſt man be- 
ing of greater conſequence in his own thoughts, than in 
the eye of the world, had for ſome years palt kept a jour- 
nal of his life. Sir AnD&Ew ſhewed us one week of it. 
Since the occurrences ſet down in it mark out ſuch a road 
of action as that I have been ſpeaking of, I ſhall preſent 
my reader with a faithful copy of it; after having firſt in- 
formed him, that the decealed perſon had in his youth. 
been bred to trade, but finding himſelf not ſo well turned. 
for buſineſs, he had for ſeveral years laſt paſt lived alto 
gether upon a moderate annuity. | 


MonnDaAY, eight o* clock, I put on my elothes, and walk-- 
ed into the parlour. 
Nine o'clock dito. Tied my knee-ſtrings, and waſhed. 


my hands. 
Hours ten, eleven, and twelve. Smoked three pipes of 


Virginia. Read the ſupplement and daily courant Things. 


go ill in the north. Mr N;z4y's opinion thereupon. 
Oneoclact in the afternoon, Chid Kalph for miſlaying; 
my tobacco-box.. | 
Tae o'clock. Sat down to dinner. Mem. Too many, 

umbs, and no ſewer. | | 

Frem three to ſour. Took my afternoon's-nap. 
From ſour Io fix. Walked in the fields. Wind, S. 
From fix to ten. Atthe club. Mr.Nicby's opinion, 
about the peace. 

Ten o'clock. Went to bed, ſlept ſound, 


-TUESDAY,,BEING HOLIDAY, &igbt.o'clock. Roſe as; 
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Nine o cloet. Waſhed hands and ſace, ſhaved, pay on 
my donble foled ſhoes, 

Ten, eleven, twelve, Took a walk to Ilington. 

One, Tod a pot of mother God's mild. 5 

Between taus and three Returned; dined on a knuckle: 

of veal and bacon. © Mem. ſprouts wanting. | 

Three. Nap as uſual. #3 99'g 

From four to fix. Coffee-houſe. Read the news. 
diſh of twiſt. Grand Viſier ſtrangled. 

From fx to-ten, At the club. * 1 account of 
thi great Tak. 

Ten. ol * the grand Viſier, Broken Alcep. 4 248 


eee Eight rlorl. Tongue of uy de- 
buckle broke. Hands but not face. 

Nine. Paid off the butcher's bill. Mem. To be als 
lowed for the laſt leg of mutton. 

Ten, eleven, At the coffee-houſe. More 2 in tho 
north. Stranger in a blaek wig aſk/d me how ſtocks went; 
*— one. Walla in the fields, Wed N 

uth 

From ane to two. Smoked a ins 8 

Two. Dined as uſual Stomach good. 

Three. Nap broke by the falling of E pcwten dib. 
Mem, Cook-maid in love, and growa careleſs. 

From four to /ix. At the — e-houſe. Advice from 
Smyrna, that the grand Vißer was firſt of all ſtrangled, 
and after wards beheaded; 

Six o'clock in the evening. Was half an hour in the 
elub before any body elſe came, Mr Miu of opinion 
that the grand Viſier was not ſtrangled the ſixch inſtant. 

Ten at night, Went to bed. 'Slept without waking till 
nine next morning. 


Tauss Dv, Nine o'clock, Staid within till two o'clock 
waiting for Sir 7T;1191hy ; who did not bring me my annuity 
according to his promiſe. 

Two in the afternoon, Sat down to dinner; Loſs of 
appetite, Small- beer ſour. Beef over-corned. 

Three. Could not take my nap. 

Four and five, Gave Ralph a box on the car. Turn- 
ed off my cook · maid. Sent a meſicnger to Sir T imothys 


ſmall· beer with the grand Viſier. 


» 
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Alem, I did not go to the club to-night, Went to bed 
at nine o clock. Mit roo! bas 
FR AY. Paſſed the morning in meditation upon Sir 
Tamathy, who was with me a quarter before twelve. 
Twelve v'clack, Bought a new head to my cane, and 
a tongue to my buckle. Drank a glaſs of purl to recover 
appetit. 7 int! II 

Two and three. Dined and ſlept well. 

From four to /ix. Went to the coffce-houſe. Met Mr 
Nizsby there. Smoked ſeveral pipes: Mr Nis of opini- 
on that laced coffee is bad for the head. 

Six o'clock. At the club as ſteward. Sat late. 

Twelve clock. Went to bed, dreamt that I drank 


SATURDAY. Waked at eleven, walked in the fields, 
wind N. E. | N 
Twelve. Caught in a ſhower. IO A. 
One in the afternoon, Returned home, and dried myſelf. 
Tuo. Mr Nitby dined with me. Firſt courſe, mar- 
row - bones; ſecond; ox - cheek, with a bottle of Brooks 
and Hellier. in 
Turee o'clock. Overſlept myſelf. lea 
Six. Went to the elub Like to have fallen into a 
gutter... Grand Viſier certainly dead, &c. | 


I QUEST1ON not but the reader will be ſurpriſed to find 
the above-mentioned journaliſt taking ſo much care of a 
life that was filled with ſuch inconſiderable actions, and 
received ſo very ſmall improvements; and yet, if we look 
iato the behaviour of many hom we daily converſe with, 
we ſhall find that moſt of their hours are taken up in thoſe 
three important articles of eating, drinking and fleeping; I 
do not ſuppoſe that a man loſes his time, whois not engaged 
in public affairs, or in an illuſtrious courſe of action. On 
the contrary, I believe our hours may very often be more 
profitably laid out in ſuch tranſactions as make no figure in 
the world, than in ſuch as are apt to draw upon them the 
attention of mankind. One may become wiſer and better 
by ſeveral methods of employing one's ſelf in fecrecy and 

ence, and do what is laudable without noiſe or oſtenta · 
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tion. I would, however, recommend to every one of m 

readers, the keeping a journal of their lives for dne wht, 
and ſetting down punctually their whole ſeries of employ- 
ments during that ſpace of time. This kind of (elf-exami- 
nation would give them a true ſtate of themſelves, and in- 
cline chem to conſider ſeriouſly whit they are about One 
day would rectify the omithons of another, and make a man 
weigh all thoſe indifferent actions, which, tho” they art 
calily forgotten, mult certainly be accounted for. . 


„ 
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With different talents form ' d, we variouſly excel. 


A 


Mr SetEcTATOR, # 
: A CERTAIN vice which you have lately attacked, 
bas act yet been conſidered by you as growing fo 
deep in the heart of man, that the affectation outlives 
* the'practice of it. You mult have'obſerved that men who 
have been bred in arms preſerve tothe molt extreme and 
feeble old age a certain dating in their aſpect: in like 
mariner, they who have paſſed their time in gallantry and 
adventure, keep up, as well as they can, the appearanot 
of it, and carry a petulant inclination to their laſt mo- 
ments. Let this ſerve for a preface to a relation lam go- 
ing to give you of an old beau in town, that has not on 
been amorous and a follower of women in general, but 
alſo, in ſpite of the admonition of grey hairs, been from 
© his ſixty- third year to his preſent ſeventieth, in an actual 
* purſuit of a young lady. the wife of his friend, and © 
man of merit. The gay old £/ca/us has wit, good heal h, 
and is perſectly bred ; bat ſrom the faſhion and 
manners of the court when he was in his bloom, has 
ſuch a natural tendency to amorous adventure, that he 
thought it would be an endleſs reproach to him to male 
no ule of a familiarity he was allowed at a gentleman's 
* houſe, whoſe good- humour and confidence expoſed ts 
* witc to the addreſſes of any who ſhould take it iu their 
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head to do him the good office, It is not impoſſible that 
Eſcalus might alſo reſent that the huſband, was particu- 
larly negligent, of him; and tho' he gave many intima- 
i tions of a paſſion towards the wife, the huſband either 
did not ſee them, or put him to the contempt of over - 
looking them. In the meantime Iſabella, for ſo we ſhall 
* call our heroine, ſaw his paſſion, and rejoiced in it as a 
* foundation for much diverſion, and an opportunity of 
;<* indulging _ herſelf in the dear delight of being admired, 
« addreſſed to, and flattered, with no ill conſequence to her 
reputation. This lady is of a free and diſingaged beha- 
viour, ever in good- humour, ſuch as is the ĩmage of in- 
* nocence with thoſe who are innocent, and an encourage - 


ment to vice with thoſe who are abandoned, From this 


* kind of carriage, and an apparent approbation of his ga- 
© lantry, Eſcalus had frequent opportunities of laying a 
© morousepiſtles in her way, of fixing his eyes attentively 
© upon her action, of performing a thouſand little offices 
* which are neglected by the uncencerned, but axe fo 
many approaches towards happineſs with the . 
It was now, as is above hinted, almoſt the end of the 
© ſeventh year of his paſhon, when Eſcalus. from general 
terms, and the ambiguous reſpe&t which criminal lovers 
© retainin their A wy began to bewail that his paſſion 
© grew too violent for him to anſwer any longer Br his 
behaviour towards her; and that he hoped ſhe would 
have conſideration for his long and patient reſpect, to 
excuſe the motions of a heart now no longer under the 
direction of the unhappy owner of it. Such for ſome 
months had been the language of E/calus, both in his 
talk and in his letters to /abella: who returned all the 
profuſion of kind things which had been the collection 
of fifty years with Im not hear you ; you will make 
me forget that you are a gentleman ; I would not will- 
inglyloſe you ara friend : and the like expreſſions, which 
the ſkilful interpret to their own advantage, as well 
knowing that a feeble denial is a modeſt aNent. I ſhould 
have told you, that //abe/{{a, during the whole progreſs 
of this amour, communieated it to her huſband ; and 
that an account of ſcalus's love was their uſual enters» 
tainment after half a days abſence : Halella therefore, 
upon her loyer's late more open aſſaults, with a ſmile 


- 


1 4 . * * Foy a 222 —_— 
'fN 2a %S KA a wa = a 


— — a. I La P——_ _ as — JOY — 


r . + o..cx-—c=t=—- 


* 


1 


” GED DP GCE IE w 


"I ub. - 4.4 4 2 
2 


N%gr8. Miz SPECTATOR. 265 


© told her huſband ſhe could hold out no longer, but that 
nis fate was now come to a criſis. Aſter ſhe had explained 
© herſelf a little farther, with her huſband's approbation ſhe 
* proceeded in the following manner. The next time that 
© E/calur was alone with her, and repeated his importanity, 
© the crafty Iſabella looked on her fan with an air of great 
© attention, as conſidering of what importance ſuch a ſecret 
© was to her; and upon the repetition of a warm expreſ- 
© fjon, ſhe looked at him with an eye of fondneſs, and told 
* him he was paſt that time of life, which could make her 
feat he would boaſt of a lady's favour; then turned away 
* herhead with a very well acted confuſion, which favoured 
* the eſcape of the aged E/calus. This adventure was mat- 
© ter of great pleaſantry to Hſabella and her ſpouſe ; and 
they had enjoyed it two days before Eſcalus could re- 
collect himſelf enough to form the following letter. 


MADAM, 
8: — 8 
« WII W. the other day, 70 me a lively 


image of the inconſiſtency of human paſſions 
* and inclinations. We purſue what we are denied, and 
* place our affections on what is abſent, tho' we neglected 
it when preſent. As long as you refuſed my love, your 
refulal did fo ſtrongly excite my paſſion, that I had not 
once the leiſure to think of re ve. my reaſon to aid 
me againſt the deſign upon your virtue. But when that 
vit tue began to comply in my favour, my reaſon made 
an effort over my love, and let me ſee the baſeneſs of 
my behaviour in attempting a woman of honour. 1 own 
to yon, it was not without the moſt violent ſtruggle, 
that I gained this victory over myſelf; nay, I will con- 
** feſs my ſhame, and acknowledge I could not have pre · 
“ vyailed but by flight. However, Madam, I beg that you 
vill believe a moment's weakneſs has not deſtroyed the 
* eſteem I had for you, which was confirmed by fo many 
years of obſtinate virtue. You have reaſon to rejojce 
that this did not happen within the obſervation of one 
of the young fellows, who would have expoſed your 
weakneſs, and gloried in his own brutifh inclinations, 


Jan, MADAM, 
| Your moſt deveted humble Servant. 
Vor. IV, Z 
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Labella, with the help of her huſband, returned the 


© following anſwer. 


STR, 

* | CANNOT but account myſelf a very happy woman, 
6 in having a man for a lover that can write ſo well, 
* and give ſo good a turn to a diſappointment. Another 

lence you have above all ju 1.64 retenders T ever 
% heard of; on occaſions where the molt reaſonable men 
* Joſe all their reaſon, you have yours moſt powerful, 
Me are each of us to thank our genius, that the paſſion 


: 


«© of one abated in proportion as that of the other grew 
violent. Does it not yet come into your head to ima - 
© pine, that I knew my compliance was the greateſt cruelty 
« 1 could be guilty of towards you? In return for your 


long and faithful paſſion, 1 mult let you know that you 


are old enough to become a little more gravity ; but if 


vou will leave me and coquet it any where elſe, may 
| ro your miltreſs yield. 


ISABELLA. 


No 319. Thurſday, MARC H 6, 


Quo teneam vultus mutantem Protea nods ? 
| Hos. Ep. 1.1. 1. v. 90. 
What chain can hold this varying Proteus fat. 
CREECH. 


Hav endeavoured, in the courſe of my papers, to do 


juſtice to the age, and have taken care as much as 
pollible to keep myſelf a neuter between bath ſexes. I have 
neither ſpared the ladies out of complaiſance, nor the men 
out of partiality ; but notwithſtanding the great integrit 
with which I have ated in this particular, I find myſelf 
taxed with an inclination to favour my own half of the ſpe- 
cies. Whether it be that the women afford a more, fruit- 
ful field for ſpeculation, or whether-they run more in my 
head than the men, I cannot tell, but I ſhall ſet down the 
charge as it is laid againſt me in the following letter. 
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Myr SrECTATOR, 


ALWAYS make one among a company of young 
females, who peruſe your ſpeculations every morn- 
ing, I am at preſent commithoned by our whole af- 
ſembly, to let you know, that we fear you are a Jutle 
inclined to be partial towards your own ſex. We muſt 
however acknowledge, with all due gratitude, that in 
ſome caſes you have given us our revenge on the men, 
and done us juſtice. We could not eaſily have forgiven 
you ſeveral ſtrokes in the diſſection of the coguette r 
heart, if you had not much about the ſame time made 
a ſacrifice to us of a beau 2 
© Yau may further, Sir, pleaſe to remember, that not 
long ſince you attacked our hoods and commodes in ſuch 
manner, as, to ule your own expreſſion, made very many 
of us aſhamed to ſhe our heads. We mult therefore 
beg leave to repreſent to you, that we are in hopes, if 
you would pleaſe to make a due inquiry, the men in all 
ages would be found to have been little Jeſs whimfical 
in adorning that part, than ourſelves. The different 
forms of their wigs, together with the various cocks of 
their hats, all flatter us in this opinion. 
* I HAD an humble ſervant laſt ſummer, who the firſt 
time he declared himſelf, was in a full bottom'd wig 
but the day after, to my no fmall ſurpriſe, he accoſted 
me in a thin natural one. I received him, at this our ſe» 
cond interview, as a perfect ſtranger, but was extremely 
con founded. when his ſpeech diſcovered who he was. I 
reſolved, therefore, to fix his face in my memory for the 
future; but as I was walking in the park the ſame even- 
ing, he appeared to me in one of thoſe wigs that I think 
you call a night-cap, which had altered him more effec- 
tually than before, He afterwards played a couple of 
black riding wigs upon me, with the ſame ſucceſs; and 
in ſhort, aflumed a new face almoſt every day in the firſt 
month of his courtſhip, | 
© 1 OBSERVED aficrwards, that the variety of cocks 
into which he moulded his hat, had not a little contri> 
buted to his impoſitions upon me. 
* YET, as if all theſe ways were not ſufficient to diſtin» 
guiſh their heads, you muſt, doubtleſs, Sir, have ob- 
Z 2 


* 


ö 
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* * ſerved, that great numbers of young fellows have for 
bo months laſt paſt, taken upon them to wear fea» 
 /thers. | ; | 
Ms hope, therefore, that theſe may, with as much 
Jjoſtice, be called Indian princes, as you have (tiled a 
*. woman in a coloured hood an Indian queen; and that 
vou will, in due time, take theſe airy gentlemen into 
© conſideration. K 
-* Ws the more earneſtly beg that you would put a ſtop 
to this practice, ſince it has already loſt us one of the 
moſt agreeable members of our ſociety, who after hav- 
ing refuſed ſeveral good eſtates, and two titles, was 
* lured from us laſt week by a mixed feather, 
an ordered to preſent you the reſpects of our whole 
* compapy, and am, 
| S I R, 


Your humble Servant, 


DokrINDA, 


Note, THE perſon wearing the feather, the our friend 
tool him for an officer in the guards, has proved to be an 
arrant linen-draper, 


I am not now at leiſure to give my opinion upon the hat 
and feather : however, to wipe off the preſent imputation, 
and gratify my female correſpondent, I ſhall here print a 
letter which I lately receiyed from a man of mode, who 
feems to have a very extraordinary genius in his way. 


SIX, 


T PRESUME I need not inform you, that among men 
6 of dreſs it is a common phraſe to ſay, Mr Such- a- 
* one has ſtruck a bold firoke ; by which we underſtand, 
© that he 1s the firſt man who has had courage enough to 
© Jead up a faſhion. Accordingly, when our taylors take 
© meaſure of us, they always demand whether wwe will have 
* ap/ain fuit, or ſtrite a 14 ſtroke, 1 think I may with- 
out vanity fay, that I have ſtruck ſome of the boldeſt and 
* moſt fucceſsful ſtrokes of any man in Great Britain. 1 
vas the firſt that ruck the long pocket about two years 
© ſince; I was like ways the author of che frolted button, 
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which when l ſaw the town came readily into, being re- 
ſolved to ſtrike while the iron was hot, I produced much 
about the ſame time the ſcallop flap, the knotted cravat, 
and made a fair puſh for the filver clocked ſtockings. 
* A FE w months after i brought up the 2nodi/h jacket, or 
the coat with cloſe fleeves. I ſtruck this at brit in a plain 
doily: but that failing, I ſtruck it a ſecond time in blue 
camblet; and repeated the ſtroke in ſeveral kinds of 
cloth, till at laſt it took effect. There are two or three 
young fellows at the other end of the town, who have 
always their eye upon me, and anſwer me ſtroke for 
ſtroke. I was once ſo unwary as to mention my fancy 
in relation to a new-faſhioned ſurtout before one of 
theſe gentlemen, who was diſingenuous enough to (teal 
2 — and by that means prevented my intended 
roke. 

* I KAVE a deſign this ſpring to make very conſider 
able innovations in the waut- coat; and have already be- 
gun with a coup d'eſai upon the ſleeves, which has ſuc- 
ceeded very well. ' 

© I musT further inform you, if you will promiſe to 
encourage or at leaſt to connive at me, that it is my 
deſign to ſtrike ſach a ſtroke the beginting of the next 
month, as ſhall ſurpriſe the whole town. 

I do not think it prudent to acquaint you with all 
the particulars of my intended dreſs; but will only tell 
you as a ſample of it, that I ſhall very ſpeedily appear 
at I/hite's in a cherry-coloured hat. I took this hint from 
the ladies hoods, which I look upon as the boldeſt ſtroke 


* that ſex has ſtruck for theſe hundred years laſt palt, 


Jam, SIX, 
Your moſt obedient, meft humble Servant, 


WILL SPFRIGHTLY. 


I HAVE not time at preſent to make any reflexions on 


this letter, but muſt not however omit, that having ſhewn 


it to WILL Hoxtycoms, he delires to be acquainted 
with the gentleman who wrote it, | X 
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* 


| an—_—_— — pro Funo, 
Non” Hymenens adeſt, non illi Gratia let : 
Eumenides ſtravere torum 
| Ov1D, Met, I. 6. v. 428. 


Nor Hymen, nor the Graces here preſide, 

Ner Juno to b+/riend the blooming bride : 

But fendt with /un'ral brands the proceſs led, a 
Aud ſuries waited at the genial bed. CROXAL, 


My SrECTATOR, 
6 OU have given many hints in your papers to the 
on diſadvantage of perſons of your own ſex, who lay 
* plots upon women. Among other hard words you have 
© publiſhed rhe term male-cognets, and been very ſevere 
upon ſuch as give themſelves the liberty of alittle dalli- 
* ance of heart, and playing faſt and looſe, between love 
and indifference, till perhaps an eaſy young girl is re- 
* duced to ſighs, dreams and tears; and languiſhes away 
© her life for a careleſs coxcomb, who looks aſtoniſhed, 
* and wonders at ſuch an cffe& from what in him was all 
but common civility, Thus you have treated the'men 
who are irreſolute in marriage: but if you deſign to be 
impartial, pray be ſo honeſt as to print the information 
I now give you, of a certain ſet of women who never 
coquet for the matter, but with an high hand marry 
whom they pleaſe to whom they pleaſe. As for my part, 
I ſhould not have concerned myſelf with them, but that 
runderſtand I am pitched upon by them, to be married, 
againſt my will, to one 1 never ſaw in my life. It has 
© been my misfortune, Sir, very innocently, to rejoice in 
* a plentiful fortune, of which lam maſter, to beſpeak a 
© fine chariot, to piye direction for two or-three handſom 
* ſauff-boxecs, and as many ſuits of fine clothes; hut before 
any of theſe were ready, I heard reports of my, being to 
© be married to two or three different young women. Up- 
* on my taking notice of it ta a young gentleman who is 
© often in my company, he told me ſmiling, I was in the 
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* inquiſition, You may believe I was a little ſtartled at 
* what he meant, and more ſo wherr he aſked me if I had? 
beſpoke any thing of late that was fine. I told him ſe- 
veral; upon which he produced a deſcription of my per- 
ſon from the tradeſmen whom I had employed, and told 
me that they had certainly informed againſt me. Mr 
SPECTATOR, Whatever the world may think of me, I 
am more coxcomb than fool, and I grew very inquiſitive 
upon this head, not a little pleaſed with the novelty, My 
triend told me, there were a certain ſet of women of fa- 
ſhion, whereof the number of {ix made a committee, 
who fat thrice a week, under the title of the inquiſition 
on maids and batchelors. It ſeems, whenever there comes 
ſach an unthinking gay thing as myſelf to rown, he muſt 
want all manner of neceſſaries, or be put into the in- 
quiſition by the ſirſt tradeſman he employs. They have 
conſtant intelligence with cane - ſhops, per fumers, toy- 
men, coach · makers, and china - houſes. From theſe 4 
veral places, theſe undertakers for marriages have as com 
ſtant and regular correſpondence, as the funeral-men 
have with vintners and apothecaries, All batchelors are 
under their immediate inſpection, and my friend produ- 
ced to me a report given into their board, wherein an 
old uncle of mine who came to town with me, and my- 
ſelf, were inſerted, and we ſtood thus; the uncle ſmoky, 
rotten, poor; the nephew raw, but no fool, ſound at 
reſent, very rich. My information did not end here, 

t my friend's advices are ſo good, that he could ſhow 
me a copy of the letter ſent to the young lady who is to 
have me; which 1 incloſe to you. | 


DS Mem A 7zvcdD ae af » O a a c:6ac4 4 0.4 64 


Madam, | | | 

* 2 is to let you know, that you are to be marri- 
1 ed to a beau that comes out on Thur/day, ſix in 
* the evening. Be at the park. You cannot but know 
* a virgin fop; they haye a mind to look ſaucy, but are 
cout of countenance. The board has denied him to ſe- 
veral good families. I with you joy. | 

45 CoaixxA. 


Wuar makes my correſpondent's caſe. the more de- 
plorable, is, that as I find by the report from my cenſot of 
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marriages, the friend he ſpeaks of is employed by the in- 
quiſition to take him in, as the phraſe is. After all that 
is told him, he has information only of one woman that 
is laid for him, and that the wrong one; for the lady com- 
miſſioners have devoted him to another than the perſon 
againſt whom they have employed their agent his friend 
to alarm him. The plot is laid fo well about this young 
gentleman, that he has no friend to retire to, no place to 
appear in, or part of the kingdom to fly into, but he muſt 
fall into the notice, and be ſubject to the power of the in- 
quiſition. They have their emiſſaries and ſubſtitutes in all 
parts of this united kingdom. The firſt ſtep they uſually 
take, is to ſind from a correſpondence, by their meſſengers 
and whiſperers, with ſome domeſtic of the batchelor, (who 
is to be hunted into the toils they have laid for him) what 
are his manners, his familiarities, his good qualities or vi- 
ces; not as the good in him is a recommendation, or the 
ill a diminution, but as they affect or contribute to the main 
— * what eſtate he has in him? When this point is 
well reported to the board, they can take in a wild roar- 
ing fox hunter, as caſily as a ſoft, gentle young fop of the 
town. The way is to make all places uncaſy to him, but 
the ſcenes in which they have allotted him to act. His 
brother huntſmen, bottle companions, his fraternity of 
fops, ſhall be brought into the conſpiracy againſt him. 
Then this matter is not laid in ſo bare-faced a manner be- 
fore him as to have it intimated, Mrs Such-a-one would 
make him a very proper wife; but by the force of their 
- correſpondence they ſhall make it (as Mr Waller ſaid of 
the marriage of the dwarfs) as impracticable to have any 
woman beſides her they deſign him, as it would have been 
in Adam to have refuſed Eve. The man named by the 
commiſſion, for Mrs Such-a-one, ſhall neither be in fa- 
ſhion, nor dare ever to appear in company, ſhould he at- 
tempt to evade their determination. ; 
Tus female ſex wholly govern domeſtic life; and by 
"this means, whea they think fit, they can ſow diſſenſions 
between the deareſt friends, nay make father and fon it - 
teconeilable enemies, in ſpite of all the ties of gratitude on 
one part, and the duty of protection to be paid on the other, 
The ladies of the inquiſition underitand this perfectly 
well; and where love is not a motive to a man's chuſing 
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one whom they allot, they can, with very much art, inſinu- 
ate ſtories to the diſadvantage of his honeſty or courage, 
till the creature is too much difpirited to bear up agatnſt 
a general ill reception, which he every where meets with, 
and in due time falls into their appointed wedlock for 
ſhelter. 1 have a long letter, bearing date the qth in- 
ſtant, which gives, me a large account of the policies of 
this court; and find there is now before them a very re- 
fractory perſon who has eſcaped all their machinations for 
two ycars laſt paſt: but they have prevented two ſucceſ- 
five matches which were of his own inclination, the one, 
by a report that his miſtreſs was to be married, and the 
very day appointed, wedding- clothes bought, and all things 
ready for her being given to another; the ſecond time, 
by inſinuating to all his miſtreſs's friends and acquaintance, ' 
that he had been falſe to ſeveral other women, and the 
like. The poor man is now reduced to profeſs he de- 

ns to lead a ſingle life; but the inquiſition gave out to 
all his acquaintance, that nothing is intended but the gen- 
tleman's own welfare and happineſs. When this is urged} 
he talks ſtill more humbly, and proteſts he aims only at 
a life without pain or reproach z pleafure, honour, and 
riches, are things for which he has no taſte, But, not- 
withſtanding all this, and what elſe he may defend him- 
ſelf with, as that the lady is too old or too young, of a 
ſuitable humour, or the quite contrary, and that it is im- 
poſhble they can ever do other than wrangle from Zune 
to January, every body tells him all this is ſpleen, and 
he muſt have a wife; while all the members of the in- 
282 are unanimous in a certain woman for him, and 

ey think they altogether are better able to judge, than 


he or any other private perſon whatſoever. 


STR, Temple, March 3. 1711. 

, 4 ſpeculation this day on the ſubject of idleneſs 
1 has employed me, ever ſince I read it, in ſorrow- 
* ful reflexions on my having loitered away the term (or 
* rather the vacation) of ten years in this place, and un- 
* happily ſuffered a good chamber and ſtudy to lye idle as 
* long. My books (except thoſe I have taken to ſſeep up- 
on) have been totally neglected, and my lord Cote and 
r venerable authors were never ſo lighted in their 
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* lives, I ſpend moſt of the day at a neighbouring coffee · 
* houſe, where we have what I may call a lazy club. We 
* . come in night-gowns, with our ſtockings a- 
* bout our heels, and ſometimes but one on. Our ſaluta- 
tion at entrance is a yawn and a ſtretch, and then with- 
© out more ceremony we take our place at the lolling table, 
where our diſcourſe is, what I fear you would not read 
out, therefore ſhall not inſert. But afſure you, Sir, 
© Theartily lament this loſs of time, and am now reſolved 
(if poſſible, with double diligence) to retrieve it, being 
« effetually awakened by the arguments of Mr Slack out 
of the ſenſeleſs ſtupidity that bas ſo long poſſeſſed me. 
* And to demonſtrate that penitence accompanies my con- 


© feflion, and conſtancy my reſolutions, I have locked my 


door, for a year, and deſire you would let my compa» 
* nions know I am not within, 1am, with great reſpe&; 


S 1 R, Your moſt obedient Servant, 
T | | N. B. 


No 321. Saturday, Marxcn 8. 


Mes ſatis oft pulchra eſſe poemata, dulcia ſunto. 
Ho. Ars poet. v. 99. 
Zis not enough a poem finely aurit; 
Ii muſt affett and captivate the ſoul. 


HOSE, who know how many volumes have been 
written on the poems of Hemer and Virgil, will 

eaſily pardon the length of my diſcourſe upon Milton. The 
3 Loft is looked upon by the belt judges, as the 
eateſt production, or at leaſt the nobleſt work of genius 
in our language, and therefore deſerves to be ſet before an 
Engliſh reader in its full beauty. For this reaſon, tho' 1 
have endeavoured to give a general id: a of its graces and 
imperſections in my fix ſirſt papers, I thought myſelf ob- 
liged to beſtow one upon every book in particular. The 
firſt three books I have already diſpatched. and am now 
entering upon the fourth. I need not acquaint my reader 
mat there are multitudes of beautics in this great uthor, 


eſpecially in the deſcriptive parts of this poem, which 1 
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have not touched upon, it being-my intention to point out 
thoſe only, which appear to me the moſt exquiſite, or 
thoſe which are not ſo obvious to ordinary readers. Every 
one that has read the critics who have written upon the 
Odyſſey, the Iliad, and the Æucid, knows very well, that 
though they agree ia their opinions of the great beauties 
in thoſe poems, they have nevertheleſs each of them dif- 
covered ſeveral maſter-ſtrokes, which have eſcaped the ob- 
ſervation of the reſt. In the ſame manner, I queſtion not, 
but any writer, who ſhall treat of this ſubject after me, may 
find ſeveral beauties in Milton, which I have not taken 
notice of, I mult likeways obſerve, that as the greateſt 
maſters of critical learning differ among one another, as to 
ſome particular points in an epic poem, I have not bound 
myſelf ſcrupulouſly to the rules which any one of them has 
laid down upon that art, but have taken the liberty ſome+ 
times to join with one, and ſometimes with another, and 
ſometimes to differ from all of them, when I have thought 
that the reaſon of the thing was on my fide. 

WE may conſider the beauties of the fourth book under 
three heads, In the firſt are thoſe pictures of ſtill · life, 
which we meet with in the deſcription of Eden, Paradiſe, 
Adam's bower, &c. In the next are the machines, which 
comprehend the ſpeeches and behaviour of the good and 
bad angels. In the laſt is the conduct of Adam and Eve, 
who are the principal actors in the poem. 

Ix the deſcription of Paradiſe, 1 poet has obſerved 
Ariſtotle's rule of laviſhing all the ornaments of diction 
on the weak and unactive parts of the fable, which are 
not ſupported by the beauty of ſentiments and characters. 
Accordingly the reader may obſerve, that the expreſſions 
are more florid and elaborate in theſe deſcriptions, than in 
molt other parts of the poem, 1 muſt further add, that 
tho' the drawings of gardens, rivers, rainbows, and the 
like dead pieces of nature are juſtly cenſured in an heroic 


poem, when they run out into an unneceſſary length; the 


deſcription of Paradi/e would have been faulty, had not 
the poet been very particular in it, not only as it is the 
ſcene of the principal action, but as it is requiſite to give 
us an idea of that happineſs from which our firſt parents - 
fell. The plan of it is wonderfully beautiful, and formed 
upon the ſhort ſketch which we have of it in holy writ. 


' * 
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Milton's: exuberance of imagination has poured forth 
ſuch a redundancy of ornaments on this ſeat of happineſs 
and innocence, that it would be endleſs to point out each 
particular. EY 
I MUST not quit this head, without further obſerving, 
that there is ſcarce a ſpeech of Ada or Eve in the whole 
m, wherein the ſentiments and alluſions are not taken 
rom this their delightful habitation. The reader, during 
their whole courſe of action, always finds himſelf in the 
walks of Paradiſe. In ſhort, as the critics have remark- 
ed, that in thoſe poems, wherein ſhepherds are actors, the 
thoughts ought always to take a tincture from the woods, 
fields, and rivers, ſo we may obſcrye, that our firſt parents 
ſeldom Joſe fight of their happy ſtation in any thing the 
ſpeak or do; and, if the reader will give me leave to uſe 
the expreſſion, that their thoughts are always Pæradiſiacal. 
Mx are in the next place to conſider the machines of the 
fourth book. Satan being now within proſpect of Eden, 
and looking round upon the glories of the creation, is filled 
with ſentiments different from thoſe which he diſcovered 
whilſt he was in hell. The place inſpires him with thoughts 
more adapted to it: he reflects upon the happy condition 
from whence he fell, and breaks forth into a ſpeech that 
is ſoftened with ſeveral tranſient touches of remorſe and 
ſelf-accuſation : but at length he confirms himſelf in im- 
enitence, and in his deſign of drawing man into his own 
ſtate of guilt and miſery. This conflict of paſſions is raiſed 
with a great deal of art, as the opening of his ſpeech to 
the Sun is very bold and noble, 


O thou that with ſurpaſſing glory croaun'd, 
Look'ft from thy ſole dominion like the gad 
Of this new world ; at whoſe fight all the ftars 
Hide their diminiſh'd heads ; to thee I call, | 
But with no friendly voice, aud add thy name 
O fun! to tell thee how [ hate thy beams, 

hat bring to my remembrance from what ſtate 


1 fell, how glorious once above thy ſphere. 


Tris ſpeech is, I think, the fineſt that is aſcribed to 
Satan in the whole poem. The evil ſpirit afterwards pro- 
ceeds to make his diſcoveries concerning our firlt parents, 
and to learn after what manner they may be beſt attacked, 
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His bounding over the walls of Paradiſe ; his fitting in 
the ſhape of a cormorant upon the tree of life, which ſtood 
in the centre of ir, and overtopped all the other trees of 
the garden; his alighting among the herd of animals, 
which are ſo beautifully repreſented as playing about 
Adam and ve, together with his transforming himſelf 
into different ſhapes, in order to hear their converſa 
tion; are circumit2nces that give an agreeable ſurpriſe to 
the reader, and arc deviſed with great art, to connect 
that ſeries of adventures in which the poet has engaged 
this artificer of fraud. | 

Tus thought of Satan's transformation into a cormo- 
rant, and placing himſelf on the tree of life, ſeems raiſed 
upon that paſſage in the //;zad, where two deities are de · 
ſcribed, as perching on the top of an oak in the ſhape of 
vultures, 

His planting himfelf at the ear of Eve under the form 

a toad, in order to produce vain dreams and imagina- 
tions, is a circumſtance of the fame nature; as his ſtartin 
up in his own form is wonderfully fine both in the Nera 
deſcription, and in the moral which is concealed under it. 
His anſwer upon his being diſcovered, and demanded to 
give an account of himſelf, is conformable to the pride 
and intrepidity!of his character. 


Know ye not then, ſaid Satan, fl d with ſcorn, 
Know ye not me! ye knew me once no mate 
For you, there fitting where you durſt not ſoar ; 
Not to know me argues yourſelves unknown, 


The loweſt of your throng 


ZEPHON's rebuke, with the influence it had on Satan, 
is exquiſitely gracefu) and moral. Satan is afterwards 
led away to Gabriel, the chief of the guardian angels, who 
kept watch in Paradiſe. His diſdainful behaviour on this 
occaſion is fo remarkable a beauty, that the moſt ordinary 
reader cannot but take notice of it. Gabriels diſcovering 
his approach at a diſtance, is drawn with great ſlrength 
and livelineſs of imagination. 


O friends, I hear the tread of nimble feet 
aftino this way, and nww by glimp/e diſcern 
Mart and Zephon through the ſhade, 
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And with them comes a third of. regal port. 

But faded ſplendor man; who by. his gate 
And fierce demeanor ſeems the prince of bell: 
Not likely to part hence without conteſt: ! 

Stand firm, for in his look defiance low'rs, | 


Tu conference between Gabriel and Satan abounds 


| 


with ſentiments proper for the occaſion, and ſuitable to 
the perſons of the two ſpeakers. Satan clothing himſelf 


with terror when he prepares for the combat is truly ſub- 
lime, and at leaſt equal to Homer's defcription of Diſcord, 
celebrated by Longinus, or to that of Fame in Virgil, who 
are both repreſented with their feet ſtanding upon the 
earth, and their heads reaching above the clouds. 


While thus he ſpake, tb angelic ſquadron bright 
_ Turn'd fie 2 Aua in — — 
- Their thalens, and began to hem him round. * 
With parted ſpears, &c. | 
On th' other fide Satan alarn'd, 
Collecting all his might, dilated flood 
Like Teneriff, or Atlas, unremov'd ; x Tam 
His flature reach'd the ſky, and on his creſt 
Sat horror plum'd.· 


I uus r here take notice, that Milton is every where 
full of hints, and ſometimes literal tranſlations, taken from 
the greateſt of the Greek and Latin poets. But this T 
may reſerve for a diſcourſe by itſelf, becauſe I would not 
break the thread of theſe ſpeculations, that are deſigned 
for Engliſh readers, with ſuch reflexions as would be of 
no uſe but to the learned. 

I musT however obſerve in this place, that the break - 
ing off the combat between Gabrie/ and Satan, by the 
hanging out of the golden ſcales in heaven, is a refine- 
ment upon Homer's thought, who tells us, that before the 
battle between Hector and Achilles, Fupiter weighed the 
event of it in à pair of ſcales. The reader may ſec the 
whole paſſage in the 22d /liad. n 

VIRGIL, before the laſt deciſixe combat, deſcribes 
Tupiter in the fame manner, as weighing the fates of 
Turnus and Æneat. Milton, tho" he fetched this beau- 
tiful circumſtance from the Iiiad and Eneid, does not 
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only ioſert it as a poetical embelliſhment, like the authors 
above · mentioned; but makes an artful uſe ot it for the 
proper carrying on of his fable, and for the breaking off 
the combat between the two warriors, who were upon 
the point of engaging. To this we may further add, that 
Milton is the more juſtified in this paſſage, as we find the 
{ame noble allegory in holy writ, here a wicked prince, 
ſome few hours before he was aſſaulted and ſlain, is ſaid 
to have been weighed in the ſcales; and to have been 
found wanting. 12 1 

uus r here take notice under the head of the ma- 
chines, that Criel's gliding down to the earth upon a ſun- 
beam, with the poet's device to make him — as 
well in his returo to the ſun, as in his coming from it, is 
a prettineſs that might have been admired in a little fanci- 
ful poet, but ſeems below the genius of Milton. The de- 
ſcription of the hoſt of armed angels walking their nightly 
round in Paradiſe, is of another ſpirit: 


So ſaying, on he led his radiant files, 
Dazzling the moon ; 


as that account of the hymns which our firſt parents uſed 
to hear them bng in theſe their midnight walks, is altoge · 
ther divine, and incxpreſhbly amuſing to the imagination. 

Ws are, in the latt place, to conlider the parts which 
Adam and Eve a& in the fourth book. The deſcription 
of them, as they firſt appeared to Satan, is exquiſitely 
drawn, and ſufkcient to make the fallen angel gaze upon 
them with all that aſtoniſhment, and thoſe emotions of 
envy, in which he is repreſented, 


Two of far nobler ſhape, erect and tall, 
Cod - lile ere?! with native honour clad 
In naked majeſfly, ſeem'd lords of all; 

And warthy ſeem'd : for in their locks divine 
The image of their glorious Maker ſhone, 
Truth, wiſdam, ſanctitude ſevere and pure: 

Severe, but in true fla from lac'd. 
For contemplation he and valour form d, 
Fer foftnefs ſhe, and feet attractive grace: 
He for God only, ſhe for God in him. 
Hu fair large front, and eye ſublime, declar'd 
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Abſolute rule: and hyacinthine locks 

Round, from his parted forelock manly hun 

CluſPring, but not beneath his ſhoulders . 
She, as à veil, down to her flender waſte 
Her unadorned golden treſſes wore | 
Diſherel d, but in wanton rinplets wav'd. 
80 paſo d they naked on, nor ſhun'd the fight 

o God or angel, for they thought no ill: 

So hand in hand they paſi'd, the lovelieſt pair 
That ever ſince in love's embraces met, 


"Turns is a fine ſpirit of poetry in the lines which fol- 


Jow, wherein they are deſcribed as fitting on a bed of 
flowers by the fide of a fountain, amid(t a mixed afſem- 
bly of animals. 

Tur ſpeeches of theſe two firſt lovers flow equally 
from paſſion and fincerity. The profeſſions they make to 
one another are full of warmth; but at the ſame time 
founded on truth. In a word, they are the gallantrics 
of Paradiſe. 


——When Adam frſft of men 

Sole partner and ſale part of all theſe joys, 
Dearer thyſelf than all ———— 

But let us ever praiſe lim, and extol -. 

His bounty following our delightful taſh, 

To prune thoſe growing plauts, and tend theſe flow'rs : 
Which were it toilſome, yet with thee ere ſweet, 
Do whom thus Exe reply d. O thou for whom, 

And from whom I was form d, fieſh of thy fe, 

And without whom am 16 no end, my guide 
And head, what thou haſt ſaid is jaft and right, 

For we to him indeed all praiſes owe, 

And daily thanks; I chiefly, who enjoy 

So far the happier lot, enjoying thee 

Pre- eminent by ſo much odds, while thou 

Like conſort to thyſelf canſt no where find, &c. 


THe remaining part of Eve's ſpecch, in which ſhe gives 
an account of herſelf upon her ſirſt creation, and the man- 
ner in which ſhe vis brought to Ada, is I think as beau- 
tiful a paſſage as any in Hi/ton, or perhaps in any otber 
poet whatſoeyer. Thele paſſages are all worked off with 
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ſo much art, that they are capable of pleaſing the moſt 
delicate reader, without offending the molt ſevere. 


That day I oft remeber when from fleep, &c. 


Aro x of Jeſs judgment and invention than this great 
author, would have found it very difficult ta have filled 
theſe tender parts of the poem with ſentiments proper for 
a ſtate of innocence; to have defcribed the warmth of 
love, and the profeſhons of it, without axttice or hyper- 
bole: to have made the man ſpeak the moſt endeari 
things, without deſcending from his natural dignity, — 
the woman receiving them without departing from the mo- 
deſty of her character; in a word, to adjutt the preroga- 
tives of wifdom and beauty, and make each appear to the 
other in its proper force and lovelineſfs This mutual 
ſubordination of the two ſexes is wonderfully kept up in 
the whole poem, as particularly in the ſpeech of Eve I 
have before mentioned, and upon the concluſion of it in 
the following lines. | 


So ſpate our general mother, and with eyes 
Of compugal attraction unreprov'd, 
And meet ſurrender, half embracing lean'd 
On our fir father ; half her ſwelling breaſt 
Naked met his under the flowing vol 
4 her looſe treſſes hid; be in delight 

2th of her beauty and ſubmiſſive charms 
Smil'd with ſuperior love. 


THe poet adds, that the devil turned away with envy 
at the ſight of ſo much happineſs. 

We have another view of our firſt parents in their e- 
vening diſcourſes, which is full of pleaſing images and 
fentiments ſuitable to their condition and characters. The 
ſpeech of ve, in particular, is dreſſed up in ſuch a ſoft 
and natural turn of words and ſentiments, as cannot be 
ſufficiently admired. 

I SHALL cloſe my reflexions upon this book, with ob- 
ſerving the maſterly tranſition which the poet makes to 
their evening worſhip in the following lioes. 


Thus at their ſhady lodge arriv'd, both ſtood, 
Both turn'd, and under open ſky, ador 4 
| Aa 3 
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The God that made both ſky, air, earth, and heav'n, 
Which they bebeld, the moon's reſplendent globe, 
And ftarry pole: Thou alſo mad'ſt the night, 
Maker Omnipotent, and thou the day, &c. 


* my 1 1 1 
Mos be modern heroic poets have itnitared the an- 
tients in beginning a ſpeech without premiſing that the 
perſon ſaid thus or thus; but as it is eaſy to imitate the 
ancients in the omiſſion of two or three words, it re- 
quires judgment to do it in foch.a manner as they ſhalt 
not be miſſed, and that the ſpeech may begin naturally 
without them. There is a fine inſtance of this kind out 
of Homer, in the twenty third chapter of Longinus. 
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Age. A coufortable old age, the reward of a well-ſpent 


youth; No 260 
Agrecable man, who, No 280 
Ambition, never ſatisfy'd, No 256. The end of it, No 255. 
The effects of it in the mind, No 256. ſubjects us to 
many troubles, No 257. The true object of a laudable 
ambition, #6 
Appetites the incumbrances of old age, No 260 
Ariſtotle, his definition of an entire action of epic 
No 267. His ſenſe of the greatneſs of the action in . 
poem ; his method of examining an epic poem, o 273. 
An obſervation of that critic's, 16 One of the belt lo+ 
icians in the world, No 291, His diviſion of a poem, 
0 297. Another of his obſervations, 756. His obſerva- 
tion on the fable of an epic poem, No 315. 
Art of criticiſm, the Spectator's account of that poem, 


Audiences, at preſent void of common ſenſe, No 290 
N nnr No 317 


Eau's head, the dect of one, No 275 


wy" Apa a virtwous woman makes her more virtu · 
ous, No 


Bills of morta — the uſe of them, No 289 
Doccalini, his animadverſions upon critics, No 291 
C 


Mar (Julins) a frequent ſaying of his, No 256. Ca- 
C SO, the merit of ſuffering paticnty under them, 
0 312 


Camillus, his deportment to his ſon, No 263 
deſcribed, No 301 


Ll Canidia, an anti vated beau ns "% 
| VNecapacities. & idren not duly ne in * educate | [ 


on, No 30 
Cenſor * — No erg 


Charity-ſchools, great in b be dle. ris, No 2 
Clavius, proving EA Cape hi de: 
a celebrated be ek No 307 
Companiſons in Homer and Milton, defended by Moalicus 
Baileau againſt Monũcur Perrault, No 303 
Coquette's heart diſſected, No 281 71 
Coverley (Sir Koger de) his return to town, and converſa- 
tion with the Spectator in Gray's: {nn.walks, No my 
His intended generoſity to his widow, No 298 
Covrtſhip, the pleaſanteſt part of a man's life, No 26s 
Credit undone with a af ah No 320 | 
Criminal love, ſore account of the ſtate of it, No 274 
Critic, the qualities requiſite to a good one, No 291 
D 


Dias, Deaths of eminent perſons, the moſt i improy- 
ing —＋ in hiſtoty. No 289 * 
Decency, nearly related to virtue, No 292 F 
Decency of 4 generally tranſgreſſed. No 292. 
Delaney: - the difference betwixt a true and falſe ner 
cy, No 286. The ſtandard of it, i6 | 
Dependents, objects of compaſhon, No 282 
Diftreft Mother, a new Aragedy, recommended hw the” 
Spectator, No 290 


* 


E. 
E drinking and fleeping, with the ee 17 
people, the three important articles of life, No 317. 


Education; whether the education at a public ſchool, or 


under a private tutor, be to be preferred, No 313. The 
advantage of a public education, i 

Clinabeti ( queen) her medal on the defeat of the Shang 
5 No 293 

Emilia, an excellent woman, her character, No 

Envy; the abhorrence of envy, a certain note o a gre: 
mind, No 253 ** 
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Able of Geh bf wer No 293 ede 
Fame che difficulty of obtaining MF 12 pe ing” 
& + No 2 55. The inconveniencies attending the defire_ 
of it, 10. : 

Fop, what fort of perſons deferve that character, No 290 

Fortune'ofreramjuſtly complained of, No 282. to de con- 
trouled by 2 Infinite Wiſdom, No 293 

Fortune · ſtedlers, who they ate that ſetup for ſuch, No 311 
Diſtinguiſhed From fortune- hunters, LY * 


Fer, ho, No 288 
'G 
"Yifts of fortune, more valaed than 27 ought to be, 
No 294 


Government, what form of it the moſt reaſonable, No 287 

Gracefulneſs of action, the excellency of it, No 292 

Greeks and Romans, the different methods obſerved by 
them in the education of their children, No 213 


H = 
Imer's excellence in the multitude and variety o 
his characters, No 273. He degenerates ſom 
pe burleſque, No 279 
neycomb. CWill ) his reſt infight into gallamry, No 466 
Ik application to rich widows, No 311 | 
Hoods, colour'd, a new . No 265 ; 


Ane (Mris) a grent Nel dark, No 272 
Idleneſs, a great diſtemper, No 316 28 8 

| Jeſuits, their great ſagacity in diſcovering the alert of A 

young ſtudent, No 307 

J Indolence, an enemy to virtue, No 1 | 

133 Journal, a week of a deceafed citizen's ournal | 

by Sir Andrew Freeport to the Ser fa r's club, No 317 

The ule of ſuch a journal, 15. 

L Irusr'; En =; No'264 


ER. the main fo fource of it, d | 


\ L tptior' Ce- his etiion'ro the . gene. 
tor, No 334 * 
* Letters to the Spefator ; from Mary Heartſree, deſerib· 


1 N DE N.; 


ing the powerful effects of the eye, No 252. from Har- 
lara Crabtree, to know if the may not make uſe of 4 
cudgel on her ſot of a huſband, ib, from a lawyer whoſe 
wife is a great orator, ib. from Lydia to Harriet, a lady 
newly matried, No 254. Harriol's anſwer, ib. to the 
 Spettator, from a gentleman in love with a beauty with- 
out fortune, 15. fram Ralph Crotchet, for a Theatre of 
2 to be erected, No 258. from MrCl/ayton, &c. ib. from 
.  Fack Aſterday. an old bachelor, who is grown dead to 
all other pleaſures but that of being worth, 50.000 1. 
No 260. from a lover, with an incloſed letter to his 
hamourſom miſtreſs, ib. from a father diſcourſing on the 
relative duties betwixt parents and their children, No263 
from a mother to her undutiful ſon, 6. the ſon's anſwer, 
ib. to the Spectator from Richard E/teourt, with one 
incloſed from Sir Roger de Covetley No 264. from Jae: 
Kab, who had his noſe abuſed in the pit, No 268. from 
A. B on the mercenary views of perſons When they 
marry, iv. from Anthony Gape, who had the mis fortune 
do run his noſe againſt a poſt, whilſt he was Ne; at a 
beauty, ib. from — about the new-faſluoned hoods, ih. 
from one at Oxford in love with Patetia, ib. from Tem 
_ "Trippit, on a Greek quotation in a former Spectator, 
No 271. from C. D. on Sir Roger's return to town, ib. 
from S. T. who has a /how in a box, of a man, a woman, 
and a horſe, ib. from Cleanthes, complaining of Mris 
Jane, an old maid, and a pickthank, No 27 2. from. — 
with an incloſed letter from a bawd to a noble lord, 
No 274. from Frank Courtly, reproving the Spectator 
for ſome freedoms he had taken, No 276. from Celia 
incenſed at a gentleman, who had named the words ſp 
| Fellow in her preſence, ib. from Pucella, kept by an 6 
batchelor, 5. from Hezekiah Broadbrim, acculing the 
Spectator for not keeping his word, ib. from Teraminta 
on the arrival of a Madamoiſelle 9 drefſed 
from Paris, No 277. from Betty Croſ5-flitch, the owner 
of Madamoiſelle, 16. from a ſhop · keepet whoſe wife is 
too learned for him, No 278. from Florinda, who Fries 
for the Spectator's advice in the choice of a huſband, 
after ſhe is married, ib. from Clayton, &c on the fame 
ſubje& with their former letter, 0. from Jenny Simpers 
| complaining of the clerk of the pariſh, who has over* 
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lam 
ib. 
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deckt che church with greens, No 282. from the clerk 
in his own juſtification, No 284. from concerning 
" fajfe delicacy, No 286. from Philabrune of Cambridge, 


"inquiring which is the moſt beautiful, a fair or a brown 
"complexion, 16. from Melainia, on Male Jilts, No 288. 
from Peter Motteux,who from an author is turned dealer, 


7b. from George Powel, whois to play the part of Orefter, 


in a new tragedy called The Diftre/t Mather, No 290. 
from Sophia, to know if a gentleman ſhe ſaw in the park 
with a ſhort face was the Spectator, ib, The Spedtator's 
anſwer, i5. To the Spectator, from Jezebel a woman 

poor and proud, No 292. om Pee Fribble on pin- 
money, No 295. from F. M. adviting the Secfator to 

rrefix no more Creek mottos to his papers, No 296. 
m Aurelia Careleſt, concerning the ule of the window 

in a beautiful lady, 76. from Euphuer, deſiring the Spec- 
tator's advice, ib. from & „ Lovebane againſt 
ooners, 16. from CharityFroft, ib. from John Trat, 
2 Chaſtity Laveworth, on the general notion men 
have of the other ſex, No 298. from Sir 7obn Enville, 
married to a woman of quality, No 299. from Suſannah 

Love worth, on the behaviour of married people before 
company, No 300. from Philanthropos, on the terms of 

converſation with the fair ſex, ib. from Miranda on 
valetudenary friendſhip, 156. from D. G. thanking the 

Spectator for his criticiſm on Milton, ib. to Chl: from 
her lover, giving het an account of his dreams, No 301. 
from Cytander, a ſilent lover, No 304. from Patheniſa, 
whoſe face is damaged by the ſmall pox, No 306, from 
Corinna to Amilcar, on the ſame occaſion, ib. Amilcar's 
anſwer, ib from on the education of children, 
No 307. from Mules Palſrey, with a project for the 
better regulating of matches, No 308. from atradeſman 
married to a woman of quality, ib. from Reader Gentle 
on a new paper called The Hiſtorian, ib. from Eliza» 
beth Saves akes complaining of 7547: Trott the dancer, 
ib. from BiddyNauphbake, who having been bid to love 
cannot unlove, No 310. from Dick Lore/ichin love witha 
lady, whole fortune will not pay off. his debrs by 500 l. 
# from a diſcarded lover, with a letter ta him from 
his miſtreſs, and his anſwer, ib. from Philanthropo4,00 
a tale bearer, #5, from Tim. Watchwell, on fortune- 
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ſtealets, No 311. from 7. O. on the expreſßons uſed 
by ſeveral of the clergy in their prayers before ſermon, 
No 312. from containing further thoughts on e- 
ducation. No 313. from 526 //armleſs, complaining of 
his miſtreſs, NS 313. from ohn Tot, deſiring, the 
Spectator's advice, ib. from Toby Rentfree, with a com- 
plaiat againſt Sig iar Micolini, tb. from M. V. on the 
education of young gentlewomen, #6. from Samuel 
Slack on idleneſs, No 316 from Clytander to Clenc, 
ib. to the Fpe2ator, with an account of the amours of 
Eſcalus an old beau, No 318. trom Dorinda complain- 
ing of the Spefator's partiality, No 319. from 1#31/ 


1 


from — complaining of a female court called The lu- 
. quifition on maids and batchelors, No 3 20 The power 

and management of this inquiſition, 16. from . B. a 

member of the lazy club, i6. | 
Liberality, wherein the decency of it conſiſts, No 202 
Liberty of the peorle, when beſt preſerved, No 287 
Liddy (Miſs) the difference betwixt ner temper, and that 

of her ſiſter Martha, and the reaſons of it, No 296 
Life. We are in this life nothing more than paſſengers, 
No 289. illuſtrated by ny ac of a travelling der viſe, 

ib. The three important articles of it, No 317 

M 


M*: jilts, who, No 288 

Man. Mien differ from one another, as much in 
ſentiments as features, No 264. Their corruption in 
general, 3b. 

Marriage. Thoſe marriages the moſt happy, that are pre- 
ceded by a long courtſhip, No 261. Unhappy ones, from 
whence proceeding, No 268 

Merit, no judgment to be formed of it from ſucceſs, 293 

Milton's Paradiſe Lei. The Sp-cdator's criticiſm, and 
obſervations on that poem, No 257, 273, 279, 285, 
291, 297, 303, 309, 315, 321. His ſubject con- 
formable to the talents of v nich he was maſter, No 315. 
His fahle, a maſter - piece, 16. | | 

Moderation, a great virtue, No 312 

O 


Oker virtuous, what women ſo called, No 266 


Sprightly, a man of mode, concerning faſhions, 4b. 


hy 


INDEX: 


P 
ARENTS too mercenary in the difp Cal of their 
children in marriage, No 304. Too P aring in their 
encouragement to maſters for the wel W of 
their laren, No 313 
Paſſions, the uſe of them, No 25 5 
Pedants in breeding, as well as learning, No 286 
Petticoat politicians, a ſeminary to be e abliſhed in France, 
No 305 
Pin- money condemned, No 295 
Poems. Epic poem, the chief things to be conſidered in 
it, No 267 
Poets. Bad poets given to envy and detraction, No 2532 
The chief qualification of a good poet, No 314 
Polycarpus, a man beloved by every body, No 280 
Power deſpotic; an unanſwerable argument againſt it, No 
287 
Prudence, the influence it has on our good or ill fortune 
in the world, No 293 


R 
ABELAIS, his device, No 283 7 
Recreation, the neceſſity of it, No 2g8 | 
Rich, To be rich, the way to pleaſe, No 280. The ad- 
vantages of being rich, No 283. The art of growing 
rich, ih. The proper ule of riches, No 294 | 
Richelieu, cardinal, his politics made France the terror of 


Europe, No 305 
ALUTATION, ſabject to great enormities, No 259 
Scaramouch, an expedient of his at Paris, No 283 
School - maſters, the ignorance and undiſcerning of the ge- 
nerality of them, No 3 1, 


Scornſul lady, the Spedtator's obſervations at that play, 


No 270 

8 We (Dr) the reafon his diſeourſe of death hath been 
ſo much peruſed, No 289 

Slavery, what kind of government the moſt removed from 
it, No 287 

Smithfield bargain, in marriage, the inhumanity of it, 
No 304 
$nape(Dr) a quotation from his charity ſermon, N 
Vor. IV , B b 12 TY 
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| Solitnde. Few perſons capable of a religious, learned, or 
f plaloſophic ſolitude, No 264 
ant, the method uſed by them in the education of 
© Weir children, No 307 
Spe@ator, (the) his averfion to pretty fellows, and the rea- 
ſon of it, No 261. His acknowledgments to the public, 
No 262, His advice to the Br:ti/þ ladies, No 265. His 
adventure with a woman of the town, No 266. His de- 
ſcription of a French puppet newly arrived, No 277, 
His opinion of our form of government and religion,. 
No 287. Sometimes taken for a pariſh ſexton, and why, 
No 289 
Stearch, political, irs uſe, No 305 
Stroke, to ſtrike a bold one, what meant by it, No 319 
T 


HENEISTOCLES, his anſwer to a queſtion relat- 
ing to the marrying his daughter, No 311 
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© Title-page, (Anthony) his petition to the Spedtator, No 304 
Trade, the moſt likely means to make a man's private for- 
tune, No 283 


V 
N IRGT L, wherein ſhort of Homer, No 7a 
| Virtue, when the ſincerity of it may reaſonably be 
1 ſuſpected, No 266 
: W 


i WR and doves in public, whe, No 200 
| Widows, the great game of fortune-hunters, No 


211 | 

Woman, a definition of woman by one of the fathers, No. 
| 265+ The general depravity of the inferior part of the 
| ſex, No 274, they whelly govern domeſtic life, 320 
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Time; how the time we live ought to be computed, No3 16 
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and hell, No 447 


proſpect, No 418 


Tranſmigration of ſouls, how believed by the antients, | 


No 408 
Trap (Mr) his letter to Mr Stint, No 448 


Trees more beautiful in all their luxurianey, than when 


cut and trimmed, No 41 4 
Trimming, the Spectator unjuſtly accuſed of it, No 445 


V 
Ainloves, the family of, No 454 


Valentinus, Baſilius, and Alexandrinus, their ſtory,.. 


No 426 

Valerio, his character, No-404 

Valetudinarians in chaſtity, No 395 | 

Vanity the paradiſe of fools, No 460. a viſion of her and 
her attendants, ibid? 

Variety of mens actions proceeds from the paſſions, No 

08 | 

V. A ar! the charming figure ſhe makes in the firſt Eneid, 
No 417. an attendant on the ring. 425 

Vertumnus, an attendant on the ſpring, No 42 

Viner (Sir Robert) his familiarity with King Charles II. 
No 462 

V. rgil, his genius, No 404. compared with Homer, 417. 
when he is beſt pleated, ibid 

Virtae, ſuppoſed ones not to be relied on, No 399 


Underſtanding, wherein more perfect thari the imagina- 


tion, No 420. Reaſons for it, ibid. ſhould maſter the 
paſhons, 438 ; 
Univerſe, how pleaſing the contemplation of it, No 420 


ALL, the prodigious one of China, No 415 
Wars, the late made us ſo greedy of news, Ne 
452 
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Tiwughts, of the higheſt importance to ſift them, Net b 
99 | OM 
Tillotſon (Archbiſhop) improved the notion of heaven F 


At 


Torture, why the deſcription of it pleaſes, and not the 1 
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Wealthy men fix the character of perſons to their cir- 
Rx cumſtaaces, No 469 
Pecd (Ephraim) his letter to the Spectator about his 
marriage and eſtate, No 450 
Whiſpering- place, Dionpſius the tyrant's, No 429 
@Wilderers, political, No 457 | 
'. Wig, long one, the eloquence of the bar, No 407 
Wit, (falſe) why it ſometimes pleaſes, No 416. nothing 
without judgment, No 422 
Witchcraft, generally believed by our forefathers, No 419 
Women have always deſigns upon men, No 433 
Words, the pleaſures proceeding to the imagination from 
the ideas raiſed by them, No 416 
Writer, how to perfect his imagination, No 417. Who 
among the antient poets had this faculty, ibid 
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Youth, inſtructions to them to avoid harlots, No 410 


| Z 
- Zeal, intemperate, criminal, No 399 


The End of the Sixth Volume. 


